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Cubon Militia Becomv*' 1r“s,trument of Poh e Siate

In an effort to strensihén ;ts co*ltrol the Castro 1eg1me

isgiving intensive trammg throughout the island to a militia

- force of scme 200,000 "volunteers.! Thxs force was formed
late last year 3_ﬁ:er lo.:: Comiunist urging, and there was a
sudden intensification of crgarization and training with the of-
ficially inspired "war EpiTit" in late October and ec.dy Novem-
ber, when the alleged threat of an "immirent invasion™ from
the US was used to ;u:t.:y a na‘u onwide moblhzation

The militia, which hzs 2 rumber of similarities to the
Chinese Communist militia, is not only 2 *’o*ce for police con-
frol but 3150 a means of subjecting a relativel y large number
cf Cubans to military ¢ i=cizline and political mecrr.nation
It 2iso provides ths rezime with a chea 2p labor force, reducing
the threzt of wolitical L_,:--‘st st =mn‘_ng from the chronic uneme-

ployment problem. Ttk a_u sive Communict penetration at

o

3.11 levc-u, the militia co a’so Rrove valuzble against anti-
) Castro activits y in the leze pohtlca}.ly relizble regular armed
fcrees, ’

~i While the bulk of miitiamen and women undergo regular
] parc-time military training ang indoctrination, a hard core of
' ; T : the militia is assignegd -.dl-tm*e du‘*es normaﬂ y the responsi-
; ) .l
:

DBility of the regular armed forces. Rl
=5 ' various militia units are being
nflaircrait artillery, are preparing to
ares "and other similar objects;* and
ng rekpo sivility for outlying stat tions of the inter-
rai commurications network, among other duties.
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