>/“”f'u-;~~uj;;¢7;k~-~~...A

6 Jen 597700

AL i

ro
.
DA /2:26:’()_{ DEVICWER: 372044

NSC BRIEFING — CUBA
Provisional President Manuel Urrutia established himgelf in presidentisl

L.

palece in Havana 5 January.
A. Urrutia, Fidel Castro's personal choice for president, 1is 58 year-

old former judge who ga ned faxc-ug?if~§atie%u by scquitting a number of
afpees wa { ol
youths charged with rebel acbivit%ﬁ Strongly anti-Communist.

Urrutia's cabinet contains moderate, responsible elcments, but

B.
also some unknowns. SR R \ .
c. Jla N R /AR L«\C(ut\ﬁti N _
<z 1e Prime Minister Jose Miro Cardona is very highly'regardedsfru\n/
prosident of Cuban Bar Ass'n Just returned from exile,

2. Foreign Minister Rokerto Agramonte is leading politicel
and intellectunl figure end former presidential candidate;
regardsd as pro-US and strongly anti-Comxunist.

Urrutie has named Fidel Castre his "delegate™ to armed forces;

C.
Fidel will probably be top military chief and most influential figure
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in govt,
I, 'Ihuq~far;~only;§~few~indicaticnsias tonew govt's. policies.
e \ﬁgf‘(u A. Fidel Castro has often asserted his desire for friendship with US,
' (\{ e 1. However, strong bitterness developed among some rebels
during revolution who convinced US assistance prolenged Batista's
(Actually, US stopped arms shipments last March).

reginre,
Fidel's 1955 pledges to nationalize forelgn investments and public

B.
utilities have not resppoared after Batista's fall.
C. Fidel has called for division of large estates among peasants, but
if““[‘fh ?ik’/ngf progran vague and issued in heat of battle. He is big lendowner.
I e
e ”‘;}“?(- D, Main content of rebol speeches is strong emotional stand for

A ' A‘[(.1
SR political democracye.
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E. Cuba 1lkely to becoxo ar aggressive champion of denocracy in

henisphei>,

1. Urrutia hes already condexnod dictaterships in Dominican
Hepdbflc (+herc Batista took refuge), N carsgua, and Paraguay.

2e Intechpudd reguage of 4 Janxaxy'¢znm avn“a ta Miemi

——

instructing former gunrunncrs for rebels to stop shipments to

Cuba states: “Cubu does not necd arus, buu there are still

diCuatOISans in Aner.ca.

III, New govt fates oixf-cu.tf in restoring etahilmty.

A, A rift wetween redel groups d-layed Urrutiat'e establishmen?t in
palaco on 5 Janua:r.
1. PRevolutionary Directorate, a student group which had Boen
fighting in Les Vilias province had spparcntly used its
temporary occupaticn of the palace in an attempt to extract
concenslons THrox REznéxirdy dominant 6 of July‘Hévenent
in crgenizaticn cf new govi.
B, Most{leaders cf 26 ef July MjVemcnt are politically inexperienced
and soxo, includirg Fidei's younger brothor Raul, appear liresponsible.
C. Difffculties will he added to by old-line politiclsns guch as
ex-Presidsnt Frio. .
J. Nilihar) apps rs to heve ixam virtuslly totally sur;enaerod but
mazny responsible professionsl officors aro likely to resent control by
young ratel leesdera snd in long run 25 of July M;Vemcit ®»ay have

difficulty co§Frolling nilitary.
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IV, Comanunigts actively trying to exploit situation.
A, The 8,000-12,000 menber Popular Socialisi (Comamunist) Party (PSP),

outlawed by Batista in 1953, has stronely supported rebel muvemont in
public statements,
1. Its mumerous attempts to Joln rekels in united front were
opparently rebuffed,
2. Comrunists are believed, however, to have infiltrafed some
rebel units on a low level,
3. Anti-US gentirents of s~me rebel leaders may be exploited by
Commies,
B, In current fervor for damocracy, PSP may bs re-legalized.
1. However, str-ng anti-Cormunist convictions of Urrutia and

some other membors of new govt agpzerziw may counter-balance,
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