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8pecial Analysis

EL SALYADOR:

Progress on Human Rights

Kl Salvador hes made considerable progress in impinving Its

humen rights record since President Duasrte was inaugurated in

1884. Official government linke ta rightwing death squads have

ended, political klllings have decreased dramatically, and
#mo Insurgents now are responaidie tor most of the

v 0 against civillans. Problems remain, however, including o

Corrupt and Inellicient ludiclary, periodic abuses by Individual

Mmilitary unite and security forces, and the fallure to prosecute
hlgh-unklng officers for past violations.

For the most pant
% allegatl u y

Querriiia-controlied froni groups. A special UN report on El Salvador

last year noted that one group conaistently counts guerrilis casuaities

83 civillans. Moreover, the insurgents have faisety alleged
indlacriminate bembings gnd’ mistreaiment by the milltary In
OPerations In rural uul.h

J
An improved Performance

Most observers give the marks lor correcting

human rights violations. (hat decisive

Sovernment measures to al m M:g (o death squads
0 the security

&nd appoint relorm-minded officers ¢
- have reduced political murders from more than 6,000 in 1983 10 about
260 iIn cw""lﬁ-\ow 8@ responsibie for most of

thoss.

.qmmmonl Measures (0 reduce violations continue. Police are
to attend courses on human rights, and soidiers receive

The

{

periadic Instructions from the Catholic and the Red Cross. In
addition, state-of provisions that gave the suthorities
wide latitude in and Interrogating prisoners sre no longer
In eflect, although many o want such measures reinstated.
Furthermore, the pofice and Army must give the Red Cross and the

govermnment ghts commission access 10 arresied
subversives.
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Problems That Remain

*lhu some mistreaiment of prisoners occurs,

and from (ime to time some prisoners and human rights groups stift
make aliegations of rape, aleciric shock, and beatings. The Iatter are
saldum verified, however. In addition, some civillans have been killed

by soldlers, but ( been altributed 1o personal vendetias or
criminal |cl|vily.m

The fact that no senior officer accused of human rights violations has
been convicled also tarnishes the military’s reputation. A
cumbaersome, cften iIncompelent, and corrupt judiclary, officer
cronylsm, and fear that the Army will retallale against jury members
have Inhibited the resolution of longstanding cases of abuse

Meanwhile, guerrilla violence against civillans has Increased. Most of
the casualties are civillans nvolved in government clvic action
programs, peasants who refuse 1o rale with the guerriilas, or
Suspected informants.
Insurgents maintain ci
the guerrillag also have Indiscriminat
traffic and mined farmiands to intimidste the population. Guerriia
Gontact land mines killed st least 31 civillans and wounded another

any of them children—during the first half of 1986 sione.

Outlook

Unable to document significant government atrocilies since Duarte's
human rights reforms were initiated, the guerrifias have begun to lose
Credibliity, particularty as thelr own record hes gotien worse.
Nevertheiess, Duarte's preocoupation with the war and his rellance on
the milllary for political support win preciude much progress on

cle diclary or prosecuting officers involved In past

The guerrifias have also resorted o kidnaping 10 extort money and

forms af support from the viclims' ¢ often use
kidnapings to replenish thelr ranks




