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Tensions in the reglon continue to escalate as the search for
a peaceful solutlon goes on. The Sandinista regime has come under
intense military and econamic pressure over the past month as a
result of continued {nsurgent attacks, but {t (s reacting
Jefiantly and calling tor more military ald. In Bl Salvador, the
insurgents have continued their offensive actlons, although thelr
military resupply fram Cuba and Nicaragua may be reduced. In
Guatemala, Chief of State Mej{a has removed cne of his main
military rivals, but the security situation remains tense as a
result of both rightist and leftist violence. The Handuran
government is pushing for greater regional couperation against the
Sundinistas amid veports of & possible new lusurqgeat Inf{ltration
actempt. Costa Ricsn relatfons with Nicaragua have reached a new
low a3 ¢ result of 4 Sandinduty attack on « Coste Rican border
post. In Panama, President de la Espriella and General Noroiga
continue to maneuver {n preparation for next year's scheduled
electians. Pinally, the Cantadura peace effort has praduced
several Jdraft treacies, bhut serious obstacles remaln.
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RI. SALVADOR

Military

The guerr.llas' joint offensive in eastern and central E]
Salvador continued throughout October. Their activity in large
part has been marked by hit-and-run attacks against small towns
and 1solated garrisons, sahotage of electrical tacilities and
bridges, and ambushes of gqavernment reliet forces. Government
units took particularly heavy losses in attacks on Tenancingo and
Nuevo Eden de San Juan. The oftensive has succeeded in blunting
much of the momentum built by the Army during 1ts summer

campalgn.

The insurgents appear to he planning tor stepped u
operations in ral part of the country.
an unspecified number ot
area af Cuscatlan
operation, possibly against the bhesieqed

for a new
toto.

uba recently urqed the

0O resolve thelr

nd rgement on a d
nsibijl . the
insurgent leadership | §0 dvice
regarding plans for the upcoming offensive. —

The Army's optimistic outlook evident this summer has now
given way to some pessimism. Some field commanders have been
criticized for failing to be more aqqressive, and junior officers

‘ are unhappy over the conduct of the war and thei
ailure of many senior officers to visit the battlefront.

f
%vevegtheless, the Atmy continues to launch sweep operations to
reialn lost territory and preempt insurgent actions.

Mecnwhile, growing military dissent over the war and other

15 ues has Prompted some key military commapders to ropose a
shakeup of the High Command.
these officers have convinced Dufense Minister Vides to sone

sweeping command changes by the end ot the vear, including
reshaping the entire General Staft apparatuy, appointing a new
Chiet of Btaff, and replacing d8fe department and unit
Cliwsanders.  Vides' own position, however, appedls safe ab this
luncture.
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receil mat r raqua.

the supplies consist primarily of ammu as well as spare

parts, clothing, and medicine, and are being se various air,
land s routes,
Cuba ed querr a leaders that it

educe assistance to them hecause problems in Nicaraqua
were forcing Havana to djvert qreater resources to the
sandinistac.

insurgents continue to

’

Shipment point for sea deliver
tqQ the Salvadoran insurqents.

f the mecnth, but the extent of

damage is nn{ yet known.
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% salwadoranlabor turne®Wut for a demo tration in late
September in support otQmoht'lkberaf‘re!orma‘1 the draft (
constitution currently being debated in the Assembly. Some
15,000 to 20,000 workers and campesinos staged a ‘peaceful rally

in San Salvador that was actively supported by members of the
Christian Democratic Party.

The rally was overshadowed by a resurgence of riqgqhtwing
death squad activity aimed at ending the reform campaign.
Several union leaders and leftist intellectuals have been either
kidnappgd or killed. Ultrarightist )eader Roberto D'Aubuisson
charged publicly that the moderate leader of the largest
democratic campesino labor organization had ties with the extreme
left. An Assembly deputy also received a telephone threat duriny
legislative debate on retorm articles, causing the session to be
aucgrended. Each of the parties in the Assembbﬁ is promoting its
Own version of an article deal iRWIth Mnd "t dhllre, "But “m o
compromise is expected on the amount of )and available for tuture
aqgrarlan reform.

The presidentia)l election is s§till on track tor the first

quarter of 1984. claimed that Foreiqgn Minister
Chavez Mena Nas aqree 0 ome Nuarte's running mate, a
. -



Jdevelopment that would strenqthen the ticket and perhaps result
in a Christian Democratic majority on the firsat ballot.

There were no meetings this month between the government's
peace commission and whe 'nau?qents.-t The Pnsurglhts have
. proposed Elf*Salvador as the site for any future meetings. The
qovernment is reluctant to accept this, however, and the dialogue
1s at an apparent iwmpasse. i
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