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Salvador, the insurgents have finally launched a
major ot!ansive to regain the military infefative, and the Army has
heen hard pressed to respond erfectively. 17 Guatemala, the new
military government js pressing for i1evival aof a reglunal defense
alliance while {udicating (¢t may hold elections earlier than July
1984. In Handuras, President Suaro is recavering well from his
heart attack, and the Army has defeated a4 Cuban-Nicaraguan attempt
to set up an Insurgent infrastructure. Cosca Rican relations with
Nicaragua have been turther damaged by the capture of a Spanish
terrorist and several] Sandinista soldiers by Costa Rican security
torces. In Fanama, the withdrawal of Genera. buiedes from the
presidential race has rafsed the possibility trac President de la
Yspriella may attenpt to extend his stay {n office. ¥lually, the
Contadora peace e¢ffort has mandyed to stay on track with the

dayreement hy the Central Amerfcan countri a statement of
objectives for further clari{fication. a

This mamorandum was

repared by

Approved for Releass
~ NOV 1993

9




Kl. SALVADQOR

Military

Military activity 1n September was highlighted by an upsurge
of querrilla operations and 1ncreased Army casualities. The
itnsurqgent attack on tan Miquel an early September was to}lowed
later in the month hy the birjet accupation of Jlucuaran, 1in

southeastern Usulutan, and by attacks against quvernment forces
and economic targets 1n Morazan, San Miquel, and San Vicente.
All the 1insurgent fuctions apparently are taking part, and the

fiihtini has recently spread to central El Salvador

The attacks by the querrillas probably are part of their
long-awaited joint aftensive, but they have tailed so far to
attract any widespread popular support. Indeed, SIS the
Pecple's Revolutionary Army faction indicatad they were
encountering strong resistance to
their attempts to win over the local population.

to conclude in late mber.
the querrillas plan to intensify

anas Departments, and will conclude their offensive with a
the

major action in Chdlatenaango.
lnsurgents hope to attack the city of La Union &oon.

The upsurge in insurgent activity has raised concern over
qovernment troop fatigque and some supply shortages. Salvadoran
military leaders also have voiced dissatisfaction with the

departmental commander in and with the performance of
several elite units, indicates the Army
commander i“‘ente mdy tbe glven control of theWERN

opeta‘ ion.
Arms P bow

Salvadoran o
low has heen greatly reduced hy anti-Sa

e A
; . activity in Nicaragua, but there is littleh
to support this contention. Moreaver, the ct that the
a

Vadoran querrillas have been able to sustain a relatively high
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rate of offensive act 1ty 1n September andicates that shortaqes
ot arm8 and ammunit VOUY Qi e et g se Lou ;)ulhll‘lll.

Meanwhile, the army transshipment tacilicy on La Pelota
Island ottt northwetitern Nicaraqua was destyoyed 1o a commando

raid by anti-Sandinista insurqgents on 12 September.  The facilit
was used to transfer gimn to Bl Salvadar in larqe canoes. i

political
The first meeting hetween querrilla leaders and members of
the Salvadoran Peace Commission took place in Bogota, Colombia on
29 August. Little of substance was discussed. In public
Statements after the meeting the 1nsurqents continued to insist
on a power-sharing role 1n government bhefore they would agree to
participate 1n elections. The second meeting took place on 29
September, again In Bogota, but the insurgents want subsequent
meetings to he held in k] Salvadar.

have tdken place between

meetings
alvadaran political leaders.

mat

tical commission
Christfan Demacratic Party
has Dbeen in contact

: memberg [<] e Popular al Christian Movewment, a faction
within the insurgent political front. The secret meetings are
dangerous for the Salvadaran representati{ves who risk

ultra-rightist charges of conspiraci and iOtsible death squad

retaliation if they hecome known.

The Constituent Assembly missed its 15 September deadline
tor approving the draft constitution. About a third of the 246
articles have been approved, and some of the most controversial
refo;m 168ues have yet to bhe addreussed. l.abor organizations
lobbied the Assembly to urge the adoption ot articles that would
not inhibit the formation of campesino unions. A8 a result,
several union officialy were haiassed and threatened by

ultrarightist death squads, and [o) ent labor leader was
kidnapped in late Septembher.

Although elections have heen postponed until the first
quarter of next year, several presidential hopefuls have started
Cdumpalgning. The Christian Democrats' Napoleon Duarte, the anly

Céndidatg thus far formally approved by his party, continued his
active campaign at home and abrqgad. National Conciliation Party




leader Francisco "Chachy" Guerrera la campaigning hard to become
his party's candidate. the ultrarightist ARENA

party believe Roberto p'RAybhufsson |8 elr most likely
candidate. Party leader Huqo Bercrera would accept the
Meanwhile, ARENA

ARENA nomination it D'Aubui{sson does
is attempting to form 4 rightwing coalition to prevent a victory
by Duarte.

Rightwing death squads stepped up thelr activities not only
against union leaders but also againet allegyed (nsurgent

collaborators. Three university professors and a member of the
Salvadoran Poreiin Ministry were kidnaiiad by death squads in
September. ¢ 48 many as
25 kidnappings attributed to death squads occurred In one week.
The Assembly overwhelmingly approved a proposal calling for the

defense minister to investigate the upsurge in dealh squad
activities. .
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