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1} SIRVIVRS. KQUEVER, H. COUD SFEID ONLY £ FEV DAYS WITR KIS
FINTLY, FECAUSE HE SOON RECEIVED AN (RDER 10 REPRT WRGENILY 10
11 RISKANY VIERE HE WAS T0 EE ASSIGND. DRING HIS LEAVE, HE
SELATED, HISWIFE AYD EVEN HIS FATHER IN HIS LETTERS ADVISED KM
10 if EXTRENELY CAREFUL EECAUSE A GRE#T NUWHER CF COFFINS OF
(NERTOAN MILTTARYSEN KILLED IN VIETXN HaD ALREDY ARRIVED 1N THE
UNIIED STATES

10 A QIESTICH OF THE CCRRESFONDERT , NCCA IN ANSVERED § "MY
ASSIGMENT TO THE CRISKANY, 1 TOALD MYSELF, WAS DIE TO SERIOUS
LOSSES 1IN PDLCIS, VHICK VERE SUSTAINED BY THIS AIRCRAFT CGPRRIER
(DIE 10 ITS RAIDS O% TH. NRTH VIETEAY TERRITRY--VHA) (ERACKETS
AS TRANSSTTITED) AD WHICH IECESSITLTED REALWCEMENTS. FRQM 10
QEZERC 10 12 O'ETWO PILOTS WERE TRANSFERRED LIKE ME FRQMN THe
FORRESTAL TO TIE (RISKANY. EEF(RE 1 VAS SHOT DOYR WE HAD M#DE SEVERAL
SR1IE. ALTOETKR I EADE ABOUT 23 TVOTHREE FLIGHIS OVER N(RTH
VIETteM.™ s

NCCAIN ADMITIED THAT HE PARTICIPATED FIVE (R SIX TIMES IN
THE ATTACKS (ff THE FAIPHONG ECQ R,

FEAR STILL QEfRLY SHOUED ON HIS FACE WHLN IE RECALLED HIS DISASTRQUS
SRTIE N 26 TWOSIX OCTOER AGAIN KAKOL. “THE ERIEFING WAS HELD
IN TIE XRRING,™ ¥ S2D. “THI*SRIGT. 1 RENENEER THAT IT vas IN
THE MRNINS THT THEY TQLD ME OF THE SITUATION AMD THE PLAN OF THE
KA ID, WHICH SHOLD TANE PRLACE pBOUT NOQUN. A RECONMAISSANCE OFFICER
EXFLAIIED THIS RLAN TO BE. THY SHOED ME PHOTOGRAPHS OF MY TARGET
AND MARFED QUT THE FRTKS 10 EE FOLLOCED BY THE (RISKANY AT THIS
POINT. TMEY FOIITED OUT TONE A NUMEER OF ANTIAIRQRAFT POSITIONS
MEAR FANOL AND & KUNEER OF POSSIAE ROCKET POSITIONS, TH. POSITION
(F OR RESCIE SHIFS, TH R#DIC FREGIENCY, THE CQIPOSITION OF THE
FLIG, A'D SO FORTH. UFON ARRIVEL MNEAR TIE TARGT, OR FORKTION,
VIIH SIX BXERS, WOULD NOUNT TH ATTACK ACCRDING TO THE FOLOCING
RDER: | WOULD IE KUMEER TIREE, £1D THE CHILF OF THE FORMATION,
NMIER (M5, EACH PDLOI WOWD HAVE TO £PFRCACH THE TARGET FRM
p DIFFEREAT DIRECT 104 TH CHOLGE OF WHICH vOUD HE LEFT TO HItL
"VHILE NOQVIES TOVARD THE TARGET, VE STUIELED (VER A VERY DENSE
NIVFK & FIRE, A VERY POMERFUL RIFOSTE. A FEW ROCKETS WERE
SSEb. O CHIEF TURIED TO APFROACH THE TARGET AND 1 FOLLOWED HIY
AT A DISTANGE. AT THE TINE VHEN 1 W#S REPARING TO DROP MY
KEbS--1 DID MAT KA WHETHER (R KOTT 1CORD DROP THEM, BECAUSE
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THIKGS VERE FAPFENING TOO FeSt--1 HEARD & TERRIB.E EXRLO510N
vHICH SHOOK &Y RLALE AD E=XT IT 1Q/eRD THE ROUN. IT vaS HIT SO
VIGENTLY THAT 1 WAS THRQN ON MY EACK AtD WENT STRAIGHT TCQWARD
THE GROUD IN THIS POSTIRE. 1 IRIED 1O PUL TH DIRECTION-STICK
10 REESTARL ISH THE RALANZE OF MY FLANE BUT 1T KO LONGER RESFOIDED
TONE.

I CONTINIED TO FESCEMD Al & DIZZY SPEED. TIEN, 1 EJECTED NYSELF.
1 DO KOET KERQY AT WHAT ALTITWDE, BUT IT HUST FAVE EFEN VERY LK.
FATWRALLY 1 FELT DUSFETTING HECRUSE MY EALING QUI WS NeDE AT THE
TDE WHRN THE AN vAS FRLLIKG TOO FeST. VHEN THE P& RCRUTE
oFehiD, 1 LOOED DON 2D FOUD oUf THAT I V&S GOILG TO FALL INTO
& LEXE. T VRS REALLY LUCKY 10 EE AR.E T0 FelL INTO A LAXKE. ALL
{ROUD KE BOMES VERE EXFLO ILG WHILE ROCREIS AtD ANTIAIRCRAYY
SHF11.S VERE SIREAKING THROUSH THE SKY. I HIT TIE LAKE AtD WEN 10
TIE BOT(. WHLE TRYILS TORETIRN TC T SIRFACE, 1 WVAS S IZED
BY VETEXESE £tD PUSKED 10 THE BARK OF THE LAKE. THEY DISARMED
NE&AED ROUST ¥E TO FRISON.™ HRRE £33 &5 EEEEED 1V 1332
k '
ol
NAANR
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