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MEMORANDUM FOR™

FROM :

VIA :—Deputy Divector for Operations— . ... . --~ .. . . . [=

LY

SUBJECT—— -:-— Rafael OTERO _Echeverria

- == - L

1. On 23-September, Rafael Otero was interviewed by the .~
Washington Post_(sce attachment) in regard to the-Letelier ~— "
assassination. The article raised accusations of Otero's past =~~~
associationSiuitﬁigﬁE:CHiiean'NationalfIﬁfélligéncefniiéétbrate .
(DINA) and the CIA which he denied. . Our filés_reflect the fol-_ -

“lowing“information regarding Otero: T T B

In 1975, / o = =
Otero was in contact w A_exiles in Miami, " 77

c Rafael Otero Echeverria, born in-Santiago, Chile, B
on 9-March 1923, is a careerist in the mediaifield and was N
assigned to the Chilean Embassy in'Wi§hingtoniiDTC7463728435535TYf""'”""

1974, follcwing Government service in Santiago as an elected

member—of the House (Camara de Diputados) in:1973. He has ’
traveled extensively to the United States (1958-64-68-70),
-France, Italy, Germany, Eﬁglﬁﬁd‘ﬁﬁd‘fhroughoutga11:§£§L5fiﬁ”'"’ )
Anerica. Otero's media career includes the following positions

and associations: Radio playwright at Radio,Sudamerica, Del <
Pacifico and Carrera (1942-44), Editor of thé-Chilean Rotary =~ =~
Club Review (1944-46), Commentator for the National Network R

Radio Station "Cooperativa Vitalicia' (1946-48), Secretary of
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the Radjo Workers Union (1947-48), Chief of the Progrgmgnepgttf::;;:;;;
ment of the National Radio Network "Agricultura" (1948-49), o :
Director and Under Secretary of the Journalist Union "Circulo de ¢

Periodistias" (1948-50), Journalist at "Rivista Ercilla"

Professor of Journalism at the Univers ity of Chile (1956-58),
CETGEET??ﬁanGACQmmentatot_a:,VEI:DEEiféﬁiﬁﬁﬂ;ﬂMundo,Lib;g;fneus;fg,,””
papers—(1961-63), Chief Editor of Radio Balmaceda (1963-66) and
"Radio Mineria“=(1967=68), oxner_and Editor of the Mcws and Radio

Program Service “Servicios Periodistices Asociades = SEPA" (1969-
”?4),7ana{Chie£;eéitor;oE:SEBALs_EoLiLicaLfandiﬁcnnomic:Weekly, <

(1949-61), |

s
1
A

(1970-73). Otero was an elected member of the Santiago Ca pital

municipality-and, in 1973, was elected to the-Chilean House of

_Representatives.
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__Attachment/as Stated

cc:  DBDCI .
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Deputy-Director T

Operations

~Date.

(27 September 1976) .
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Bomb: Victin ,sﬁ“ifireatenefll

E@}; Atiacking G ﬁhﬂ@ Junta

athaireat the _Chilean_Emboassy, nld

LR 3

Ranel Ohm counselor for publle ‘ ' ) '

is an-interview Yestarday that no cne 1
from tha embassy—had besn quer

o BOBIB&,LU{LQ A22 —

tioned by clther the FBI or the Dit- -

trict pelice about the bombling.

‘ 5 08t

Dfero a'so raised and "denied re- :

Otera said that the Chilean ambad-~ . -
sador to the Unifed States, Manuel —

porls thet he was affiiiated with the™ .
- €I\ in Chile, Descnbmgl&msiextiaiﬁ””

Trueeo, had contacted the State D&

joursalist, Otero- said he” hid_pud

parimept to offer “full cooperation”™

in the Investigallon "We're verz inter-

lisked SEPA, an aali-Allende maga- T
-~ yine;and that he had bean lwmprisoned o

ested ia going on whh this fovestiga-

28 times “during Alende™ — ——

H

tion because thiz is the worst thing —

“Otero raised the question as lowhy ©

that could-happan 80 my country at

——the explosion of Leleller's car-ofcur:

this moment,” Oletonald. .

———— red within 190 feet of tha CRilean am- -

—— bhassadoc’s residence ‘it 2305 Massa-

Ofero supgested that |l the).!et a_muts_
der, and (hose of other_Chilean exiles
Ja other countries (hat precided ol
" bave corzein the f1ll and were timed
to coivcide wilh the opening of he
Us=iled Xatiors Generel Assemblx 1

- ston. _
“Ie are asking to help. It's the first
. epportenity to fird cut who is mﬂdn;_
this altack agsinst th& Chllean. geo-
p%e. Oterosald.,,

e

. Whea : aixeLlM_uwrh "o!

I ctmm..s Ave. NW.
At several poin's during M o
==« view,” Oterg repeated his assertion

- that the Chilean govezrnment had not ~ T

“had- an)-hmz to do with Letelier’s”  ~ =~ "~ "~
—murdee.*We xnow we don't have any-
* thing t¢ do with this’ mhrdu." Otero
sald. “We know . . - I the worst”

_t__hmg_tba! €an bappen.’ﬁ, S

seats made here and Teporledly fa +

Chile agpziast Letelier, Otéro referred
to the lilling of Leteliers Chilean eltd

1enship H\. Sﬂi{ 10 by the current

swrmrmnteOlae =8 kit

“Chilean (memmenl doesa’t need

other means® beyond Tevokiag & ;eb L

son's citlrenship,

Otero, & short, stout man, was ealm

during mmh ol Ahe interview until ine

— - -

famzd that he was belng widely de

scribed by Chiléin exiles and leftists

1a Waskington 8i_being tha Fepresent. -

alive of the-latloral Direclorate of _

Intelligence (DINA), the mést Impors

taat secret pollce agency in Chile,
7 Reasing thls, Utere responded uith
feughter and bald that thiyreport way'
*very fuany.® Otero denied having any
rek in DINA, The repatls, he said,

were 2 way “for the extreme feft o
point the finger™ st him, ard he sild‘

®, - -
o owroidormpenh e Bfarmativk W

the U.S. Stite-Depariment today since

helock B zs 2 th'u' vﬂnst h‘; L
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