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l‘“or National Defenme (MND) and the

¥
.-representatives of the MPS and/or MND, depending on.which was in ,?

' NVN establishménts were modified somewhat.

“'were deduced - From InTOVRATION reeEived Iy om the antiaiverart untt -
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Summary: - The.Lad:Dong Party Central Committee, based on 7
experiénce gained during the French resistance, established: $6? 
policies regarding U.S. prisoners of war which included exploit- g?
ing each prisoner to the fullest extent possible. Exploitation
of the prisoners was carried out by either or both the Ministry N
Ministry of Public Security

(MPS), depending on such criteria as time and circumstances of
-capture, current tactical and strategic objectives, and long-

range potential of individual prisoners.
from'the. 1.S.. prisoners.was.shared with ot
pggﬂgiggilzﬂfhe USSR and Cuba. End Summa

1. (Field Comment: In the following report_[;;. ::]
was vague and inconsistent on the exact roles playe@d by the MPS
and the MND in prisoner of war exploitation, possibly indicating
that his interpretations of the delineation of responsibility Ze .
between the MND and the MPS may be based on only general informa- 4%%?‘

tion. ' He gave a much larger role to the MPS than did several
other sources whose access to this information was much morée
direct,although less broad, One source claimed that
the MPS conducted no interrogations 4 he Hoa Lo Prison, whereas
other sourceés reported a limited role for the MPS in this field.)
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2. North Vietnamese policy, as set forth by the Céntfal Com~—
mittee of the Lao Dong Party, concerning thmeaqg$gg_M%pqwggploita—

tion of U.S. prisoners of war was based on Viet Minh policy Towards

prisoners who had béen captured during the Fiohch FosiStinfg ang ==

knowledge of prisoner exploitation Which NOTER ™ VIstnam (NN tiad
acquired from_both the USSR and Communist China. The policy also
drew upon the personal experiences of senior members of the NVN
Government who at various times had served in French prisons or
prisoner of war camps. :
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3. The capture of U.S. and other prisoners of war was con-
sidered the responsibility of every agency, facility and citizen |
in NVN. The initial screening and subsequent exploitation of each f
U.S. prisoner depended on the place, date and circumstances of
capture and the criteria for classifying prisoners into categories. N
/During the period of heavy U.S. bombing of NVN and the resulting 0
‘destruction 6f transportation facilities, the established prodedures
for handling prisoners of war and for evacuating them to central F

YV R The proximity to Hanoi

of a provinde where a prisoner was captured And the.avaiIﬁﬁTTffV“ﬁfmwmﬁﬂ
transportation were' primary bongfagYE?TaﬁgwﬂffgafTﬁ1 ?ﬁ§;TﬁﬁEﬂTKf§f*““" f
exploitation of a prisoner &4nd his prompt transfer;% Hanol.” Con<

seqtently, while Hahol was Fubjected 14 honvy derial Bombigs,

possession of the prisoner, travelel to the, provinge to exploit
the prisoner locally until arrangements could be made .for His ;
transfer to Hanoi. : S

4. ]gﬁgrmat%gﬂwggtaineqm;rom a prisoner at each level was
recorded in .detail and incorporated. into a -Preliminary Personal !
Record,” THe informatioh Was cOrTelated with that already aequired g
on the prisoner from other Sources, including,; "1 tHe prigoney -
information dn Wis aT¥crart, its flight pian, tdétics,

were a pilot, Cy 5
apparent targets and accompanying aircraft. "THe & pparent targets ™

which shot down the plane aid Trom unlts responsible Tor The pAVEL=™ -1
; ity oF th This information was used to help . -
establisH "tHe VETacity heinformation

and to aid NVN's defense of the targets.
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. 5. Exploitation of the.prisoner depended. upen.the category
in which he was placed. The categorization of prisoners depended
upon the affiliation of the initial capturing/screening unit; the
extent to which the prisoner had been exploited prior to his trans-
fer to Hanol; the prisoner's apparent areas of knowledgeability
as established during preliminary sereaning; the prisoner's age,
grade, intelligence, position and degree of cooperation; evidence
of possible compromise of security within a element of the NVN
Goverhment;,possibility of escape by the prisoneg;and the national

origin of the prisoner.
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4 6. Prisoners handled. by public security service’elements whén

: captqzﬂdmﬂgxgwrn&ggiggggQWQQWMR§,£QQAA$&L@a,-and_$E1§922£§w£é£QA29

' sdnitially by military elements in t provinces were transferred ‘to

""MND detention facilities in Hanoi.. e MND interrogated prisonsrs
for tactical and strategic military information, and the MPS inter—
rogated for political, scientific,. economic .and,to.some degree;.
military information. The MND Was ROT inteérested IR Tong-range
“exploitation of prisoners, and it confined its activities primarily

. .to the collection of tactical anq'strategic_militgry'information,.
“with little time given to longerirange objectives. The. responsibility
of the MND was considerably broad n

vder than that of "the MPS in collect-

. ing tactical and strategic military information, Information col-

. -lected by the MND was passed to the MPS Combined Research Agency
‘for review to determine if requirements from other government agen-
cles had been satisfied. Information collected by the MPS was

- Similarly passed to the MND. (Field Comment:[ did not knpy
what requirements from other NVN agencies were serviced. He'was’ A%r ;
not acquainted with the specific MND elements involved in this, g’x

other than the information was passed to the MND's Intelligence
Department /Cuc Tinh Bao/.)

.. .7. The assignment of a prisoner to either the . MPS or the MND
depended not only on factors enumerated in paragraph 5 but also

on the prisoner's "Preliminary Personal Record'" and on the MND or

MPS screening which o&éurred at the central level upon the prisoner's
arrival in Hanoi to determine more. precisely the prisoner's areas

of knowledgeability. The ensuing interrrogations, whether con-~
ducted by the MND or the MPS," included the following:

a.---Enemy combat tactics, techniques and order of battle. \
!

b. Enenmy personnei, morale, fighting spirit and motiva~
tion factors.. : i Co -

. e, Enemy weaponry, technical equipment and war materiel,
with especial attention to énemy use of armor and armored vehicles.

d. Enemy knowledge of the Viet Cong (VC) and North
. Vietnamese Army (NVA) forces in:South Vietnam (SVN) generally,
and specifically in thé prisoner's activity and field of interest.

e. History of enemy. presence in SVN, units and activities.]

f. War-making potential of the enemy and his units both
in -SVN and other areas where enemy support and reinforcements could
be obtained.

e,

g. Nature of coordination and cooperation between U,S., | '
~and other_ Allied units, including relationship betweean}}igdmuni 5
and the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) forces NasTives

h; Economié'warQEakiﬁg potenfiairof the U.s., concen-
trating on fnformation regarding production capabilities of U.s. -
war-related industries. : y '
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___while under combat stress in SVN. o -

i. Social class origin of members of U.S. militaryysera
ices. L%;: he MND reportedly----1%
had established that most members of the U.S. Air Force were from
the wealthier social class,whereas infantry and artillery troops
were from the pooier, less-educated social class.)

Jj. Profesaional background, psychological makeup and
“asplrations of the prisoner.

k. General knowledgé and comprehension of Americans in
SVN of the military, political and economic situations in SVN and
other countries. . . .

1. Behavior, mental attitude and viewpoints of American

_ m. Professional backgrounds and prévious assigmuents of |
other U.S. prisoners in NVN.

n. Effect of NVN's ideological indoctrination programs
on U.S. prisoners in NVN and results of NVN military proselyting
efforts in SVN.

8. Interrogations were aimed at gaining the boggigﬁe%cogpezj,]

goehetaniodimiaiand e ehn Bt N = o -k P

‘ation of a prisoner so his services could be employed in anti-war

activities such as letter writing to Americans in the U.S., in- e
cluding &ingﬂlxwxglaﬁlzg§m§ggﬁtxiemdsmhuiwalstinixiﬁgélﬁ_whgse
names had been obtained from other prisoners; making pro-NVN '‘and
aqti;u&s*_gggig%gggadcasﬁs; and other forms of propaganda. After
am.ﬁgga,n..‘,.,ng“dmgqugmtﬁad_,wngmmizmuJz,e..*.sam.al,qxad@&‘:s.g_c.hnicalﬂ
fields where his specialized knowledge could be used. U.S. prisoners
werie indoctrinated to adopt a friendly attitiude toward NVN and upon
their refurn to_the U.S. to convey a pro=NVN, anti-war feeling to
their families, friends and relatives. _

this followed the example of Viet Minh proselyting activi-
tieés against French prisoners. The Viet Minh objective was to
recruit as many French prisoners as possible to foment revolutions /7,
against the French Goverrment and the governments of French—dominatééap
countries. i the MPS and MND did not believe that U.S.
prisoners could be succes ully proselyted into attempting a revo-
lution in the U.S.) : : .
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