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SUBJECT: SNIF 81-67: SECURITY
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We believe that the Mex

untoward incidents to a minim
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DISCUSSION

l.. Relations between the Mexic:
friendly, and President Johnson is p’e
casion for this visit is,-moreo;er,z
President Johnson and President D{az

settlement of the long-standing Chai

which returns to Mexico certain terr:

2. The political situation in ¥
that in most Latin American countrie

Party (PRT) maintains a virtual monope

Not only is the PRI effective in maij
is also an important means for facil;
dignitaries, and for President Gusta
pearances in various parts of the col
organizes an appropriate popular rec;
involved, it lines the streets with 3

wing.

3. The Mexican security forces:
The Presidential Guard, the unit res

the Mexican President anywhere in thf

vy

ry, is a crack outfit.  Moreover,




Mexican legal procedures do not iﬂbibit the poliée from detaining as many

known or suspected trouble -ﬁsjt”éyjc'héidéf nécéSéaryftofmaiﬁtain

adequate safeguards. Duri ico City in

April 1966, the planning o
bination of measures carr
‘and impressive. President
arrangements when he was ﬁ

to take an active interest

4. fThere are, of céur
Mexico’Ci%y has long beeni
mostly Communists and lefi:
Cubans. The Mexican Gove}
extremisﬁ‘groups, and mainé
them. There is the possib]
préss.has already carried
that a few of these people:

turbances or other inciden

5. Ciuded Judrez itse

thousand people,l/ contains

Y

ation as 262,000.
/ary from 379,000 to

The most recent Mexican
It has since grown rapi
448,000.




however, and not notably aggressive.  Among them are the local unit of the
Mexican Communist Party, which probably has no more than 30 active members,
a chapter of the PopularLSocialisﬁ Party, which has fewer, and the Civic
Demeceratic Alliance, a minuscule front group ﬁhich-has joined them in pro-
testing against the US role in V:Letnam ‘The 1ef"tiétﬂ'_s most likely to attemp£
egitation or demonstra.tiené a.re a min‘or.i;y-‘gr'oup among the students at the

School of Agricultvre.

6. The local authorities know the identiiies of the leaders of ell
these groups; most will llkely be detained or warned ‘before the v131t The
Ciudad Judrez police force is not of the same quallty as that in Mexico City,

but it has leftist elements cowed is accue omed to deal1ng with rough

customers of whatever strape, and usua '°has 8 lineton any local citizens

who might be dangerous. Some 350 of the uniformed pollce ‘have been ass:.gned

special duty for the tlme o:f' the "J..S"'h and plalnclothesmen will be min-

gling with the crowd.

T. Mexico's Mlnlster of Defense is in overall command of all securlty
forces during President Johnson s visit the Federal Securlty Police are in
charge of the security preparations. Army units will play a major part.
The military unit normally a551gned to Ciudad Juarez is the First Infantry
Battalion, some 600 strong. A ba_tta;:.o’n of ‘the _Pres:n.dentlal Cuard has al-
ready been disnatched to su;p'p.le'me‘nt _~this fdrce, and an additional infantry

battation from Mexico City is to move in soon.
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is of particular conce

‘the Président will be

-

relatively narrow stre




