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UNIED  STATES

FOREIGN NAUONAUW GROUPS N  THE
MENDRANDUM lv“-lqt ,vo'n;j\nu -annnau_f‘u_u qni't'q-n'

_The coalescence of ullra- and modevale- nalionalisy Polish- .
American Jorces in the Polish American Congress which
met al Buffalo 28-30 May has fended to diverl altention Jrom
the less numerous but also well organized forces which com-
prise the left wing of Ameridgn Polonia. Consisting for the .
most parl of lador elements from the industrial area around
the Great Lakes, the Left itself is divided info a pro-Soviel .

. camp varjously organized by such leaders es Leo Krzycki, ..
Father Orlemanski, and Oscar Lange,and a group of ]actnons
. recenﬂy stirred by this pro-Soviel activity info rallying lresh
supporl {o the couse of the Polish Government-in- E.nIe' -
N ]
WITH the development of the Polish-Soviel Russian oontroversy and
itsinjection inlo Amencan parly politics the struggle for the'politica) -
¢allegiance of an estimated 600,000 Polish-American trade umomsLs has
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become acute. Chxeﬂy employed in the heavy mduslnes about two- _

thirds of these. 600,000 workers belong 1o CIO unions and one-third to
those of Lhe APL. A substantial fraction, ¢hiefly in the Detroit areh are

" believed Lo be Communist Parly members or sympathizers. - .

On the pro-Sovicl side the chiel instruments in this campaign have
been the Communist-led Polish- Amoerican Section'of the Intefnational
Workers® Order (IWO), the' American Slav Congress (in‘which Polish-
Americans parlicipate), the Koscm'vko 1éagues, and the Américan
Polish Labor Council, all of which have, with strong CIO Political
Actlon Committee backing, undertaken to swing Polish-American
labor behind the Russian position in the Pohsh Soviet dispute. A newly

orgam?;cd group of pro- Svat intelléctuals cal]s itself lhe Cenler for

Liberal Poh-;h Ref ugees ,. "

. -

. Referenre 1o earller papers of this Branrh retating lo. lh@ Polis? ‘* A nrican Vel will

be made in the kourse of Lhis study. Of gencral interest are l‘o‘ <h Notiona s

FN Nunmber 173 of 12 Frbruary 1944, PV A g T
FN Number. )72 01710 February 1944, and The Folish

FN Number 164 of 8 December 1‘13

the Unlied Slalcs
‘American Polonia™
‘Press in the United States,”
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. Untit recently’ the only important lcft-winé agencies favoring the,Polish -
Government-in-Exile were various’counterparts in’ the United States of the
Polish Socialist Parly. (PPS). Now, however, Polish nationalists are cam- -
paigning to create additional labor and liberal organizations to support their
‘ cause. These efforts have brought into being a hetwork of Polish-American -
~ Labor Councils, a Polish Association for Democracy, and a Representation of
the Polish Dcmocr‘?ficf?arty in the United States. -

" 1. BACKGRQUND OF THE PoLisi-AMES1CAN LEFT

* _Polish-Amgericansand Polish refugeesin the United States belong to organi-
. tions of three types. First come the Polish national organizationis, chiefly
~ fraternal societies and Polish ‘Roman Catholic or Polish National Catholic

hurch parishes. Then there are the general American organizations of which
« th

he trade unions and American political parties aregxt e most important. In .
e third celegory are found adherents of Polish pdlitical parties, chiefly - -
efugees, bul .exercising strong traditional influences among a few Polish-
ericans. There is, ol course, g.great amount cof overlapping. Fraternal
ieties are Iargely organized around parishes. Many Polish-Americans belong
th to fraternals and to trade unions. They take part also in organized
- American pofitical life, on the local, state, and national levels. Refugees and _
olish-Americans intermingle, =~ . R S
I Until last symmer the effort Lo mobilize Polish-Ameri-
. The Search for . .cans as pressure groups was restricted largely to a
ﬂeﬂ-Wihg‘.-Supporl campaign to activate the lethargic fraternal societies
‘ e in favor of the Polish Government-in-Exile. Other types
of organizZation tended 1o be disregarded. The Russidn victories and atltendant
+ . Roman Catholic fears of a Bolshevized Europe swung attention to the parishes
s such, but except for commemoration masses, the Catholie Interest served
y . ¢hiefly to make the fraternal socicties more aclive, . - . %,
In opposition the only imporiant agencics.of the pro-Russian Polish-
: Americans were the Communist-led Polish-Ametican Section of the Interna-
. L ti!ij'hal. Workers' Order, and the American Slav Congress. The American Slay
_ Giongress was organized in 1941, became dormant and was-revived in 1942,
: laTrgefIy at the initiative of the Slovene-American author Louis Adamic, but with
. iTportgnt Polish-American ¢ollaborators. It allracted a considerable numbcr
of important Polish-Americans to its platform of}un?ting the war efforts of Slavs
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m| the United States. By 1943, however, the orgamzatnon had swung steadily
to the Lelt, incurring chafges of "Communism.” Its Polish- American’ leadet's

NUMBF_R 195 . " L, ..._3.__
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undertook other aclivities, and quoslavs were left, as the most aclive members.
" During the suramer of %943 leaders of the camp.favoring the Polish Govefn- . .
ment-in-Exile began to look to the corping Presidential elections as a favorable .

‘0 prorlumty for placing | pressure upon the Adminjstration to come o the aid -

Poland, while certain Repubhcan leaders of both Polish and non-Polish

balckground Jooked favorably at.the _possibility of ‘using the Polish problem.as -
& means of weaning Polish:Americans away from their tradmona] Democratic.

a]lleglance S LY

‘ Démocratic Party leadors %%:;arucu]arly thog,e of the CIO Poht,ncal Action

. . Commitlee, determined {0 counteract this use of the Polish issue; and found -
- alljes in Polish-Amerjcan labor Jeaders, chiefly of CIO affiliation, who undertook

to warn their followers agdinst attempts to manipulate them for anti-Adminis-

- tration and what they deemed to be anti- laboq putposes The Commumﬂ-led

- bccome orgam.aahonally speaking, inactive.

organizalions joined hearlily in the effort.

In part this counteraction took the form of the c}catlon of the Kosciuszko '

Leagues, sponsored by Father Stanislaus Orl¢manski. The Koscluszko Leagues,

however, appear Lo havé had limited success, probab‘ly cause the official aim .

of the heagues~to lend aid to the Koscfuvko Division iri Russia, Jater expanded
into’a Polish Army--was Loo narrow in scope, and perhaps because Father
Orlemanski, who is heartily anti-Communist, has endea qored gaccdrdmg o his
ow statemcnf) 1o keep Yodal leadership in Calthblic lay pands and to exclude
Copimunists and fellow-travelers from all key posts,

.| ;During the fall of 1943 efforts to supplement the Ko‘s-cmszko Leagues’ and
to hgn Polish Amer,lcan trade union workcrs as such behind the Admlmstra-
tion were madeon a small scale in Chicago, Detroit, Buflalo, Milwaukee, and, on

LTS

a statc-wide basis, in New Jersey. On 16 January 1944 a national trade union

conference, with delegates from both CIO and AFL Folish sections of trade
unjons, but with the CID predominating, met in Cl;\gland and formed a
nationwide American Polish Labor Council. Subsequently, conférences were
hel‘d at Dctroit ahd Chicago. The Cquncil's purpose, as stated by its organizers,
is to defend the Administration’s foreign policy against anti-Soviét pressure by

l’-‘ol|

P

Possnbly as an indcpe ndent move, bul moré probably to block the emergihg
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ish-American nationalists.”The Council has a large membcrshnp but has
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pro'-}:igs_si_an appeal Lo Polish-Americafi'labor through the Kosciuszko Leagues,
Alojzy- Adamczyk came to the United Statys last fall from England. President

of tht Polish Trade Unidn Council in England, 8 member of the Polish National \

X

. .

cil (the Polish “parliament-in-exile”) and former president of the Polish -

Polish-American ‘labor ‘behind the Polish Government-in-Exile, -and from
behind the scenes he has succeeded in organizing a series of Polish-American

Labor Councils which support the Government-in-Exile.

. -

eanwhile the two main Polish Socialist organizations in the United
© States, the Polish-Socialist Alliance and the Polish Labor Group, together with
‘othel Socjalist groups suffered infernal:splits odgr the Polish-Soviel issue.
ese Socialists are not labor leadgh forthe larget fart, but.intellectuals, who
Oftcr{spcak of themselves as liberals"™6r “degocrats.” The split began in April
4 yef.v ago, at the. time of the' Polish-Sdvicl break in relations. The Polish
Socialist Party and the Polish Labor Group organizations supported the Polish
Gov 'rnment-in-Exileg
Lange, professor of q
Reason protesting agil
Igl‘lokw-thi nkers were redt

; at the University of Chicago, issued 8 Call fo
ynti-Russian course. As a result, Lange and his
61 the Polish Socialist Party. :

f

Refugees, and in the pro-Government-in-Exile camp the Polish Association for
Democracy and the Representation of the Polish I
United States. S ey

&

I1. Pro-SOVIET On

. The Polish-Americ
Polish-American  munist leadership
Se:cfion of IWO - American Polonia.* §

’ edited Detroit weekl)
of téhe Daily Worker. One of the Glos Lu
president of the Section. The Seclion ha's'ca R Erey =
inf avor of the Soviet Union directly through Glos.Ludowy, but it has reached &

/is the vividly

CeA |;en;>,ral dcscripflon of the backgroynd and: present status of the IWO, Including its Pollsh-
American Scction, w1l be given In a forthcoming study now in preparation bty this Branch.
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Co
'_IYartport Workers Union in Great Britain, Adamczyk's aim has been to align -
S' -

important faction, following the lead of Oscar

With the spread of the'strfujﬁ%ﬁeflb the Socialists, new organimtions" have -
emefged. These lpclude, on the pro-Sovict side, the Center for Liberal Polish.

-

Demaeratic Parly in the
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Amuch larger constituency through collabo:at)on with other pro- -Soviet move-

. " 'ments. The Kosciuszko League in Detroit was vigorously supported, and possibly

' oz{xgmawd by Polish:American 1IWO Jeaders, strongly entrenched in CIO labor-—_- ‘
unions, and these leadcrs have also collaborau'd in the i'ormaQon of the Amen-
| . .
/ can Polish Labor Councils.
T\QT}IB views of the Scct:on are Ircquc ntly reficcted in the Detroit magazgnc-
lype weckly Nasz Swiat - - whose editors, though not Communists, maintain
close friendships with the Glos Ludoioy edilors -~ and to a Ic&ser extent in the
weckly Gwiazda Polarna of Stevens Point, Wisconsin. i
Although the ‘Polish-American labor lcadt’*r Lco KIZ)CRJ of

A erican Milwaukee, Wm(‘onsm has been since its reorganization in

) _Slar- Congress 1942 the pre s;du:t of the American Slav Congress,* and the

N, Cgngress”

A "7 ®- Approved for Release: 2022/07/20 C00036285.

s, . P8lish-American Judge Blair F. Gunther of Pittsburgh,

© president of its Board, Polish-Aniericans play-a numerically minor role in the

organization. Krzycki frequently addresses meetlings, as does Gunther, an
active Republican politician, but both appear to maintain their memberships
langely from momentum.” Gunther says that his chief aim in remaining is to
keep the ‘movement free from Communism; his critics charge that political -
Wb:tnon is the reason for his interest. In Ch:cagoanurrbcr of Polish-Amesican .

‘members withdrew from the Midw est’Region of the American Slav Congress
-with Waclaw Hetman, first president of the Polish Scction of the Congress, Yol-
lowing an internal feud Jast spring. Hetman asserted that his withdrawal was
in:EaroLesL against the r-o-Russian aligpnment of thc Congress, while his op .
poncnts declazed that hlS withdrawal was in pique over failure to win re- clection

to the office of vice president of the Midwest Region, which he then held. The

“bulk of the nfficers of theiA:aerican Slav Congress are now Yugoslav-Americans.

" Poles appeart to be presenf -only in small numbers, which may be explained in
part by the facl that Pan-§lavism has in Pollsh history usually been regarded
as 5 weapon of Russian imperialism. S -

Krzyckl has recently expressed an-intention to reaclwatc the Amencan :

Slalv Congress. But it appears probablc that whatever success he may have will

be [in the direction of jan increase in effort by the predominantly Yugoslav

membership, wnth Pohsh Amm icans conlinuing to play a minor role. '

R , N

‘.‘ Su:AFN Number B 176 of 28 Ma-rch 1944, “Two Regional Meetings “of the Amcrican Slav

§o— e -
LE] . .
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-1 Krzytki himself, meanwhile, is gaining incfeasirxg'prominc}iééas the o_ut-: SR
sﬁanding Joreign-nationality leader in the laboi field. Amgerican-born and a -
former chairman of the Sociatist Party in the Upited States, Krzycki is at ‘

present a vice president of the CIO, whose Polish scction he heads, and«also
ce president of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America., He is na-
tional president of the American Slav Congress, and president of the American

T P! \lish‘l)ab'p'r Council, An extracrdinarily effective s_pé?aker to labor audiences )
) aF’d an old hand in labor politics but a poor f&'ggnizkr, Krzycki complains that . .

r

he is overburdened by his many activities. . _ _ _

_ Not long ago fiercely anti-Communist, Krzycki now accepls philosophi-

1ly- Comrhunist cpllaboration. His-shift 'in attitude is striking, but by ho
leans unique these days. A year ago he was bursting with the wish to attend

the Latin-American Pan-Slav Congress in Montevideo for the purpose of keep-  *

ing it from falling by default ihto the hands of Communists, today he is in-

< : -

ftll,' if resigned, collaboration’with ‘Communists in the Ubnited Statés, apd

adily admits this flexibility. He wccalls out of his long experi¢nce that he' .
and other labor uhion organizers were accustomed to take in all who were
‘willing to help—including some who wire not of the best character and did

6t understand the cause, and a few who even joined for the purpose of advis-

ing the opposition. In-time, however, such people fell by the wayside and the
real leaders in the movement remained. In his American Polish L4bor Council

. Krzycki's self-defined “Crusadg’ for Polish-Soviet rq'endship‘ derives, it

- f'r: expects Lo witness the same phenomenon.

would appear, less from & strong feelg for either the Soviet Union or Poland
than from & mounting conviction that in America the Polish-Soviet quarrel

has become the ool of anti-labor forces. Americans of Polish d(-scen_l'T working

. in war plants, he said in a speech at Town Hall in’ New York 19 December 1943,

*ere Toyally backing the Amecrican Government, but “reactionary propaganda" o

<was creating confusion aﬂ'd causing quarrels and division among hem. He

astigated “the extravagant statements of Polish reactionaries™ who, he de-

© + ¢lared, were issuing warnings against the menace of the Russiﬁcat*on of all

urope. In the.face of these threats, Krzycki said, there ¢ould be no question

to where Polish-American labor stood. ' _ : .

. Like his friend Father Orlemanski, Krzycki bases his opposition to Polish =
ationalists on'a firm footing of ‘Americanism. “I stand before ydu,” he said

0 a recent asscm\bly. “as an American of Polish dcsccnt.'.' Americans of Poliit} ]

i
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_ Agnencan Polish  -¢tanlabor ﬁc]d is now the
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. d 'sccnt he went on, must remember that they live in Americd, and most of .. »
) them expecl Lo stay here. Accordingly they must approach all Polish queg;tnons '

ﬂwth an Amencan mmd heart and feeling .. . We.owe it to America to be

*
T

n." It was not good Americanism for a Polish newspaper and Polish speilkers
 say t}’iat the Moscow, Agreement was "anothcr Munich, anly worse.” “When® -,
stur and condenin Hull " Krzycki declared, “we stur our Government. v
I In his appeals Krzycki lmks closely support of the present Administration
the Polish qucshon with support of the Adm:mstrahon on the Amencan
labor scene.

£

Krzyckj was not one of the organizers of the Kosmuszko o

‘Kosciuszko YLeagues,* &hich are built largely arqund labor groups, but he

Ll’agues has been deeply interested in them. The Koscn\]srko League of
€ Petroit, claiming 3,000 m¢mbers, is the oldest and until lately,

’ "'the most aclive of the non-Communist Polish-American pro-Russian orgamza- o
. tipns. Recently, however, it has evinced very little activity, in conchUcnc .

Ps rtly of the diversions sufféred by its organizer, Father OrJemanski, anp partl
a resuit c%! a-shift of emphasis to.the American Polish Labor Council and its”

. ;J—chct appcal to the “labor unions. Therc has been ccnsiderable, discussion'in + °

ague circles of the possibility of s art:ng a new daily paper in Detroit to ofl-
?" the KNAPPist Dzienitik Polski., Both the. IWO organ Glos Luduwy &nd the - -
fList Nasz Swial are weexlies , Prisident Anthony Karwmarzxk of the Degtroit
Kosciuszko League sa$s, hci wever, that publication of a daily wi.l be’ impossible
until $75,000 can be raised, and by the middle of Apnl “when he vxas speaking,

. p’lcdgcs had come 1o ofily’ about $12,000..

Chief center of pro-Russign actmty in the Polish-Ameri- |
?mencan Polish Labor Council.
abor Counci! Org'amzcd in Cleveland 16 January 1944, the Coupcnl is’
: no expccted to .become a mass govement, but ‘will act.
atkher as a nahona,/ rdmatm%body of loca] reprcsentatnve commltbccs

)

\‘;
The Koecnuszko lf‘ZIQ'LHS and their oroam?}r thcr Otleman lu are descnbcd m FN Humbers h
|B-121 0 3 pccembu 1943 and B- 166 'of 10" March 1944 N )

d— i . .
Sce PN Numbcr RO J:uum'y I‘H! N:llimmidc Labor Council O:ganiced to Combat’
Polish-An:erican Nutionalism. y c
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“At the Detroit confefence® 26 locat unions were: represénuzd l{rzyckn

1||Lmu*d ‘but did ‘not appear. As this<local later sent- grcctmgs to-.thé Polish
crican-Congress at Bu fTalo, it has evidently decided to support pro-Polish
forces. Represcntailon Was farrly evenly divided between the AFL and the CIO.

At the Chicago mcctmg 100,000, Polish-Américan workers were. represented

unions and only 5 from AFL organizations.

leveland 16 January 1944, it was, decided 10 hold & m4ss congress at a date

)
-

.

- e

composed of 1abor union ofﬁcnals A few such c0mm:ttees have al,read_y been
- formed Direction of the Council is in the hands of Krzycki, its president.
I Since the American Pohsh Labor Councnl was orgamzed,,tyo la‘?ge local
conferences have bccn held one in Dctwlt 1 May and a second Jn C'h:eago .

a.s¢ the principal speaker and about 1,000 persons -were present. The local, -
- cpuncil decided to affiliate with the national American Polish Labor Councal“
"_’I‘he‘Ford Local # 600, which elaims 12.000."Polish and Slavic¢ membe‘i‘s" ‘was .

the organizers said. The. meeting coincided with a regional AFL convention; -
.'stn the CIO dominated — 35 of the 135 delegates present being from CIO

be set by the executive committee. It was expecled that this congress would -

held upon the occasion of the entrarce of the Polish and Soviét Russian

armies into Poland. Later Boleslaus Gebert of the Glos Ludow said that the
ngress had ‘been postponed and would probably be held in ¢hnnection with
u}npresndentml election. Acthon in this regard would depend, ( bert exp]amcd

n the tone of the Buffalo Congress, and was to be guided moye by domestic '

than by foreign issues. If the-Buflalo Congress should announce itself unani- |

'mlously and clearly in support of:the present Administration and for thé re-

elect:on of President Rooscve)t ihich it didn't), the Ama\!ican Polish La_bor
C?uncn would regard action of this kind &s invitation to & truce until after

t

izers would expect it to be that much the more: eflective” Apart from such
plans and the two lotal conferences already nobed however, the American
P?hsh Labor Councnl has bccome (even in the eyes of )ts fnends) a dormant

org amzatlon

he elections. Otherwise, Gebert explained, the mass congress would be held as
stated, and coming closer to election day than the Buflalo Congress, its organ- . _:

]
. )l report of {his conrerente is given In FN Number M 184 of 3 May 1944 .
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. ‘ T, t A On the sndc of the mt(llc(luals th $S0T lg,nacy Zlo-
,Ci_enle_r for Liberal _ tousk: of Vassar Colltgc uhose pro-Russian vicws have’
P I'ish Re]-ugces . _made the headlines a numbcr of times within recent
AR ©*._months, is heading a' new “Center for Liberal f‘ohgh

"y '_ Rcfugccs " lts organ is thc Polish Bullétin, an English- language pub)mcatlon
’ljle first issue appearced in April and the orgqm?atlon was expected to grow

pidly l’ollowmg the printing-in ‘the Bullelin o( its declaration of principles.

Aldhcrcnce is lookcd for among Pohsb mtcllccluals and former members: of -

the Polish Sona)flst Party. The nanies so far h(‘dld in addition to Zlofowski,
Jnclude Abrahmm Penzik. a re fugce'Somahbt pew spapc:-nah the poct Judian

'T wim. who tormcrly wrot: for the Tygodnik Polski; ihg cartoonist.Arthur

Seyk, Stefan Arski. and Alexander Hestz. The last two and Penzik are former

.‘ Lavo Group memters afd associates 0. the Robotrik Polski. who left the
-, paper following its atlack ‘upon the signers of yrofessor Lang>’s p:o -Soviet
- Call to Redson appeal last spring.* J

The Center follow$ with lively interest the attivities and plonounccments

> of| the pro- -Sovi¢f Union of Polish Patriots headed by Wanda Wasilewska in

‘a

Moscow and the Polish Progresswe Club in London, whose chairman'is Fdward -

and in Polish

. Pdacz. Its actl;uy is de\olod chiefly to the pubh(‘atlon of materials in English

Polish and P( hsh- Amoncan groups to “mk put a uhlﬁed p:ognam\

N 1

“Tue GO\LR\MLM IN- FKILL

As aheadj n‘otod until rocentl; the chief llb(‘f&]-’]abol‘ org,anwahom of

’ Amcncan Polania supporting theé Polish Government-in- Exile were a numibe

of [Socialist socicties. Two of these, the ¥otish ‘%uc;dhsl Alliance and-un aTlae£
", fraternal u!gam/ahon the Pohsh Workmen's Aid Fund, are long-c$tablished
Nist groups.date f:om the beginning of lhe prcsent\'

proups. _’1“0 olher. So
war and consrst Wi pEaT

Jof 1efugees — lhcsc a:e the Polish Labof G:oup and,

»

. h(‘ (‘aH () I'ca on and e Acen: K 'm\in" ) i Peli-h S*;t‘jnli,‘! r.::‘.'.:-; in the L‘:mod ‘Sgglvs
ribrdln F\' Nyt D!I’BDROI ls.lu!\ 143, . T

e

T : ‘ ' : L
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ntehdod lo "spread liberal ideas amor.g the masses of Polish .
' lmmlgrants vA §cncs of arlicles on |dcolog|ca] problems is said {o be read\
for early publication in book form. The Center is-also interested in the Ameri-
or Council’s project for & joint confeunce of all pro-Russian

TN LysTe Wnc Onm\.nnm\:q vaonn.\'c .o CHEREE
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ylf]e Commltlﬂ; of the' Pohsh ‘%o(‘nh*;{ Pallg m dw United States The. hm“ed
- alppea] of their Socialist lag stunts the eﬁcchﬂmss of these Soc:ahsl groups,

“ - .. both-old- eslabhshed and refug(e The dwoldst nade are handlcappcd par-
N ucularly by the open 1(-cmpt of subs:dws from the Pol. sh.Gover, nment -in-Exile.

o ; ‘ - Goaded by the activity-of the pro- Qougl camp Gmunmom in-Fxile ad- /-/

e hoxents have reécently intefisified their eflorts 1o over come these handlcaps and
R . r|each orgamzed’ labor as well ds left-of- C(‘nt(’r Polish- Amchcans Jrour the
/j T ded’Ie classes. New' orgam?atnons hau: bcen created. On 15 “Jabor front™

Pohsh Amefiran Labor .Councils have been oxgalmpd and oy ‘the "middle
Il.':v;s front” a Polish. Assocuahon for Dcmohacx and a Re*plc'acntat:on 0[ thé

1’

¥

‘ .

%

a‘"

\

- P Iohsh Dcn'-ocrallc Pml\ m the United q*ates ha\e emmgod o R
: o ' " The Polish- q(»p}ahqt Alh.mce of the Umted Stales
Ce oheh Qo m?-v! o , Cof - Anvrica is 4he chief - Sv(‘m'hst m'bam?atlon o{
. 'j" d’!hnn(‘e nd Polish - POlish- An.rncaﬁs ]t was founded i 1911.as am -~
- orkmeén’s Aud Fund" Amuwaﬂ oﬁﬁhtoot- ‘of the Pohsh Socn Jist - Pdrr)
S ‘ I A “(PES), which had been organized i j’ul.lhd in 1892, -
* - ‘gsa natlonahst party of liberal ec‘onpnnc\]endcnmc: The A‘n nee is prcdo;m
R inently an orgam?ah of Polisli-Anmiericans, but jn the copmc of the pr&'v:"nt

ar it has, Ial'loh und( r the 1dcnlog:eal Yeady :sh)p of ‘Foligh m{uf'oos. The gthd-
ing light al present i Wladvstaw R. a\’lal}no\\ ski. u“ﬁcmlf\ renls!czcd repre-
e s|€nta.tne in Néw York ui wne Gommiitlee of thie Polish Socm}ist Pajty Abroad, :
-Exile. The Alhancc"follous clogely the policies of the P PSin London as set’
florth by the vice chdirman of the (‘ommltﬁ:e in London; Jan S!aﬁcz\k who
.. is also Minister of Labor and Social Welfare' in the’ Gowmmont in: -F\nc and
.« chairman of thé Poli¢h Trade Union’ I)clegauon Abroad, A T
R Closely allied to the Pohsh Sornllst Allla}‘ncc is the. Poql‘;h \\mkm.pn s: Ald_
.. lund a Polish- em(’n(‘an fraternal o:gam?ahon Both use a-; th(n joint: ofh-
ial organ the New York weckly Robotnik. Pski. Founded, j n) 18% and tlmm-
ng a c:rculalion of 9,000, the Ro?fohizk Polch carrics Iz’equm! (‘outnbutlons
- ron/Pohsh refugecs and Socaahst “embers of the Governmeént-in- Exile. -

"Q_—"ﬁu

g t[he Polish Workmen’ s Aid Fund 4 000, Both orgdn,;;?j_l‘m hOWt‘\(lJ afe poht'

hose London head is Vice Piremier Jan Kwapinski of the Polish GovernRght- -

*

17" The Polish Socnhxt Alliange claims the }mge nmnbo:ﬁhlp of 270,000 a‘nd

+ ically indctive, though their Jeaders pav tmpute acyiely in the Pohsh n'ltlor} ‘ :

alhst campaxgn in the United States and propqgandlze the mombms

T : - o
N - 3 'L.__..I._

'R _/ronr_:cs NATIONAL qns BRANCR & - a

c»n;czor_srnmEc:c&mwcrs,f ll .
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" Polish Labor Gro_-ip} &

" The Polish Labor Grovp and the: Conunitice of
the Polishi Socialist Party in the United Stales

“Comnittce of the Polish ~ ~ are refugee organizations. created by - Socialist

‘ ing . _
- Gro p’s organ Poland Fights, ana Jan Trzaska. secretary of*the Committee of
- *the

.

two.

s

tion .
Con\mil't,ec:of the Polish Socialist Party Abroad, in London; the Representation
of t

. emigres of the present war. Their combined and .
'. . . -, overlapping membership is about 150. The lead-
gures are Malinowski, Wiklor J.- Ehren yels .managing editor of Ahe

PP§ in'the United States:-Politicaily 'the Greup s the more active of the .
¥ . - ) . . . : .

he Polish Labor Group is registercd with tle Foreign Agents Registra-
Scction of the United States Deparbinent of Justice as an agent of the -

¢ Polish Trade Union Council Abroad, also in London; and the Central

Leadership of the Underground Movement of the Working Masses of Poland..

l‘s{)

mewhere in Poland.” The pro

)paganda activity of the Group in favor of the

Polish G’qvcirnnwnt-ir:-l‘)xi’!o has until recently been carried on chicfly through
two publications, Poland Fights and the Kobol nik Polski. Poland Fights'is the
officjal ‘orgah of the Group. Its masthead carties the information that it-is .
sporsored by’ the American Friends of Polish-Democracy and receives assist-
ance from the Polish Government Information Service (PGIC) . deseribed in

FN

Number 192 of 8 June 1944. The American Fricnds of Polish Demaocracy was

formhed in- 1942 with an impressive list of officers headed by Profc_ssor,Robcr}'_

M. Mclver of Columbia University. .

 the
_ Polgnd Fights are devoted mainly to reports ol life in German-occupicd Poland,
., with cmphasis on two points - - sabotage by the organized Underground direct-
~ed agaihst the Nazi occupants, and alleged solid support for the Government-

mn-

-

Though its sponsorship of Foland Fights is, still noted on' the masthead.
American Friends of Polish Demogracy, now -dormant. The pages of

cxile by the Socialist underground in occupicd, Poland. Considerable space

* is given to a program for post-war labor and agricultural reform in Poland
. along moderate Socialist lines. e - .

the

(1

Members of the Polish Labor Group also fll the ¢hief cditorial posts of

Robohiik Polski. They have writlen a number of beoks in defense of the

“innate democracy” of Poland. The bookd have been widely distributed bjr.

the

PGIC as well as {hrough repular commercial channels. _
In'a statement by the Group publisticd’in Poland Fights, 5 February 1944

—
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© . ang member of the olish National Council, who has been in this country since
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" {Hé “essential problem” in Polish-Soviet relations was. declared 1o be ful ’
~ recognition by the Sovict Union of the Polish Governmerit-in-Exilg. "Polish- -
So+:iét friendship can and should be achieved by means of an understanding
- between the Soviel Government and the Polish Government,; which is 14
- on)y gehuine representation of the Polish people.” B ;
. . Primarily intended to rally support for the Polish Govern-
Polish-American + ment-in-Exile among Polish-American factory workers '
Labor Councils  :-are the Polish-American Labor Councils. The first Couricil”
N _“was created irf January 1944 at Detroit; other Councils
afe located in Chicago and in Springfield, Massachuselts. There is as yet no
nalional organization but one is being planned. “The confusing similarity of
name with that of the CIO-spon'sored American Polish Labor Council described
eatlier in this paper is apparently intentional. A lawsuit has been instituted
in Detroit by the Polish-American Labor Council there, which claims posses-
sion ‘of a Mictigan State charter of incorporation, though ‘thé CIO group
rts a priority of seventeen days in adoption of its name. As noted previously
there-appears Lo be little doubt that the initiator of the pro-Polish Councils
is Alojzy Adamezvk chairman of the Polish Trade Union Council in London

. Jast fall: Speaking 1t a meeling in New York sponsored by the Polish Work-

picn’s Aid Funid, 29 October 1943, Adamezyk said that the purpose of his visit

to the United -States wag to establish contacl with Pclish labor circles here.

, Amcrican labor unions, he said, constituted & tremendous force, and would
pldy an imporlant part in the organization of the post-war world. He re:

‘proached Polish workers for being too “inconspicuous” and declared that they

. should have given a greater accounting of themselves.* L e

- Adamczyk has recently been charged with undue political aclivity in the

Polish-American field by vincent Klein, a director of Lhe Kosciuszko League

in |Detroit and secretary-treasurer of Chrysler Local No. 9 of the UAW-CIO.

Klein declared publicly at a convention of the rival and pro-Russian Anerican

Polish Labof Council in Detroit 7 May, that about two and a hall months’

éatlier he had met a.“representative of the Polish Government-in-Exile” who

* had appealed to him 1o assist the Polish Government-in-Exile. Klein, he him- .

self’sa\ysQ demurred that Uit lakes lots of money to do work of this king,” to .

3

T ¢ ' .
+ For a full account ol this lecture sec MR.93 of 2 November 1943, this Branch.
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ch the other rephed “Don’t worry, there will be & lut of momy for this
Zscording to Henrv Padolevs of the Detroit Polish IWO weekly organ
. ..;:'.*’v the “repreamatwe of the Pohsh Govc-rnmnct -in-Exile”™ was

i

'I'hcre is 1o deﬁmte ';ubs,lantlatmn but it is rumorcd that Jan Stanczyk,
,lqnster of Labor in the Polish Government-in- Fx:!c, has had a hand behind
thle scenés in forming the new pro-Polish Councils. In Chicago Adamceyk is

oW “Stanch s man.” One hcars also that he and Stanczyk are now at
a parting of the ways, Adamczyk leaning toward Prime Minister ‘Vhlrr;la)cz;k
and “the more democratic men and blocs™ in thé Polish Government-in-Exile

|d Stanczyk being drawn, despide ideological differences, toward General

>,

x'

'S cauegoncal opposition to Moscow.
. : The Polish Association for Democracy as%umod final

or Democracy ' 25 May 1944, The program, adopted unanimously by
the thirly persons present, set forth two gencral aims:
l) contact with Amcncan democratic groups, and 2) support for a democratic

* Poland. “Sclf-determination for Ukrainian and White Rugsian minorities” in
" Poland formed a parl of the polltlcal platform. A motion 1 include a demand

for the .separation of Church and State was laid on the table for fulure

. discussion.
Professor Wac‘law lpdmrkn the guiding spirit of the group was elecled’

chairman of a tempuraty execttive commitlee. Lednicki has close personal

< ties with Alexander Kerensky, who as a young lawyer was associated with

" OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SI.R\ ICES

“ofithe dlssahsiachon of llarvard aulhoritics with his nationalist activities.

Lednicki has.been a'visiting lecturer at Harvard iversity and has also Jec-

tured widely in the interests of the Polish natioial ¢
of| the Polish Institute of Arls and Sciences in A?’m ca.* His assipament at

‘Harvard is-terminating at the end of this semesleg, in conseguence, it is said,

ypical public lectures by LPdth were reported by this Branch ‘in Numbers M-130 of 14
Iamnan 1944 and M-145 of )2 February 1944 An abortive projecl for the opening of & PGIC
Branch in Buston under his direction was de scribed in UPolish Publicity Services in the United

" Stales,” FN Number 192 of B June 1544 . . L

FORFIGN NATIONALITIES BRANCH
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?hsh Associalion form at a mecting at the Madison Hotel in New York

‘Lednicki's father, a prominent atlorney in St Pe tersburg before the Revolu- |
tion. From the time of his arrival in the United States in 1940 until the present,

use under the auspices.-

azimierz Bosnkowski, commander-in-chiefl of the Polish Armics, by the lat- -

Ity
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' AL the mecting on 25 May Lednicki repcated pr_c'viou'sly expressed views

_regarding the impossibilily of a Polish-Soviel reconciliation, and stressed the '
‘need of persuading Americans that there are many’ Poles of democratic

synr!1pathies. )

Among thepther members of the committee are Michael Pankiewiez, Wac-

_law| Szukiewicz, =nd Miss Wanda Kiernik. Fankicwicz 1s éxccutive se:retary

ol the Sca leag e in Amerita, ofishoot of a FPolish organization founded soon
after 1920 to ra.ly support throughout the world for the development of Polish
maritime activilies and the acquisition «f colonies. Pankiewicz is said 1o have:
maintained close contacls with members of the Polish Government-in-Exile.
Members of the League in America are chiefly foreign-born Foles. Szukiewicz
is a refugee chemical engineer who makes his home in Philadclphia. i}

Except for Miss Kiernik who-is an employee of the Polish Consulate in’
New York there were no Polishi Government officials en the executive com-

“mitllee. Dr. Jozel Lichtensztn, sdviser to the Polish Consulate General in New

Yor|k, who had participated aclively in the preliminary stages of the Polish

- Association for Denjocracy, and was present at the meeting, declined to accept .
membership in the execulive commitlee. |

At 8 preliminary meeting held at the Hotel Lexinglon in New York 30
it and attended by a number of Polish officials, Lednicki and Pankiewicz -

April,
pljjjis{nted conflicting theses as to the aimsvof the organization. Opposing “all

obrﬁpromises with the original principles of the Atlantic Charler,” Lednicki
dec

lared that “Poland cannot exist with the viclory of either Hitlerite or Stal-

nist fascism.” The war aims of the Allies, he said, had become perverted with
the entrance of the Soviet Union into the war. Praising the Social Democratic
wetkly New Leader for its anti-Soviet stand on the Polish-Seviet boundary dis-

‘pute, he stated that “it defends the Polish cause belter than some Polish

newspapers.” Pankiewicz, however, pointed to Germany “as the main enemy
of Poland,” and praised “the heroic struggle of the Red Army.” In the ensuing
discussion the majority leaned toward Lednicki's view. _
o fn ) ‘A second “liberal” pro-Polish Government group
Representation of the taking form is the Representation of the Polish
Polish Democratic Parly ~ Democratic Parly. Farther to the Left than the
‘ S ~ Polish Democratic Association in its program for
internal political and social reform in Poland, it nevettheless approves the

« ¥

6o ernment-in-Exile in its stand on the border question. The actua! degree

" OPFACK OF BTRATEQIC SERVICES . FOREIGN NATIONALITIES BRANCH
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of propaganda activity it may undertake is as yet a matler “of qucsl:on but
© Polish- Americans of the pro-Russian pcrsuas:on view it as a potlential auxil-
igry'of Polish nalionalist propaganda in- the United States.

'I'|he Reprcscntahon in the United States and £anada is headed by a Jomt .

‘committeeconsisting of Professor Manfred Kridl as chairman, Jozef Witllin:
JOZP"iVItenbﬂR. and Bolestaw Zubrrveki; ri-preseiting the movement in Can-
ada. Kriai arrived in the United Stales in : 940, and has since been guest, pro-

Rk f\fessor| at Smith Coi'ege and corres;nondmg member of the Polish Institute of
~Arts and Sciences in America, Witllin, novelist and poct, and member of the
“Association” of Writers from. Poland, was until recent]y associated with the
New York Polish hbcrary weckly Tygodnik Polski, from v.hlch the Polish Gov-
- ernment recently withdrew a subsidy. _ '
o The Representahon considers itself a continuation of the Pohsh Demo-‘_
’ "T‘Cratlc Parly prominent in Polish politics beforg the Pilsudski dl(‘tatorsh)p
jﬁ_jThe organ of the.Party in Poland was the Cradow Nowa Reforma (New Re- -
- ,.g.form) Gomg underground during the dictflorship the party reappeared as
"'-:the Pohsh Democratic Club, formed a united front with the Socialists in mu-
mcnpa} k!cchons and won some victorics. In 1940 the pcarly was reorganized in
Paris, ‘snd Mow has its center in London. There are said to be local groups in
London, Edinburgh, Liverpool and Glasgow, as well as one in Palestine.
. & : Vo . : .

Ty
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