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August 6, 1948

Tot  Governor Dewey o .

From: JeFDe

I have your memo of Auguétlznd,.relating to the
Italian colonles, This 15 a most complicated matter, with
& hlctbry that goes back to the first Councll of Foreign
Hinisters meeting which I attendéd with Byrnes in September
1945,

The present position is that under the Italian peace
treaty eithe@ the Big Four (UsSe, UcKe, France and UeSeSeRe)
are to agree by this September on future dispositibn; or the
disposition will be determined ﬁy the United Nations General
Assembly. B |

This is turning out te bg & bad way of solution
becavee the Soviet Unlon can éhdeill block Qig Four agree-~
rent and throw the matter into the Assembly, And in the
Assembly the Soviet Union can almost always get its way on
colonial matters, for the overwhelming majority of the members
are strongly against "colonizalism®, However, this way of solution
was agreed to at the Parls Comference attended by Senator
Yendenberg and 1t would be unfair now @Qiattack it in the
light of hindsight,

I am now studying the matter actively with the State
Department in connection with the forthcoming U.N, Assembly,
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The British would like to have a trusteeship in
Cyrenaica particularly as they must evacuate their position
in Egypt under their new treaty with Egypt, The British
would like to see us accept a trusteeship for Tripolitania
but this s:ems out of the question.

It is as near certain as aﬂything can be that the
Ag;emb;y wouldﬁhot approvg a Britiéh trusfeeship, as the Asseﬁbly
is overwheluingly againét any extension of the British colonial
system. It would, I think, also oppose Italian trusteeship,
'This‘is also strongly oppose& by the natiVes; and the British
tnrougn a war-time Churchill»Eden declaration are formally com-
mitted against putting the Senussi (of Libya) agsin under Italizn
w<ministration. The British are in occupation and will not use
thelr troops to subject the natives to Italian administration.

If an Italian administration should be determined upon, they would
probably withdraw their troops, leaving the Italians to fight for
control, Under the-peace treaty Italy does not have the military
strength to carry on such a fight, nor has it the economic re-
SOUTCES, | | “

The only solutions which we could propose without giving
the ooviet a field day against us in the Assembly viould be either
independence or a trusteeship by the United Netions as an organiza-
tion, with an advisory or administering group repregenting three or
four of the nations principally concerned, presumably U.K., France,

Italy and U,S.
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Under the circumstances, I have been inclined to favor
& U.S, posltion before the Assembly which would advocateﬂtrustee-
ship by the Unilted Nations through the Trusteeship Council with
an executive or advisory group which would include Italy and try
to get the best possible opportunity‘for ecoﬁomic development and
enigration by Itallans.

, Probably no definitive.solution can be arrived at at
this forthcoming Assembly, but certain lines of policy may have
to be diécussed'by theiAssembly s0 that detailed prepératory wofk
can be carried forward by the Trusteeship Council after the
LAssembly adjourns. -

| It is true that the Soviet have indicated that they
might supp$ppra p:oposal for Italian trusteeship, But it is
vefy doubtful thA%itheAAssembly would approve this and if they
did, 1t would open up fighting and glve the Soviets the oppor-
tunity for intervemtion which has been the object of their
Palestine pollce, .
I belleve that if, as is ﬁgbbablé; the Assembly opposed
Italian trusteeshlp, the Soviet would then.switch to independence,
it would be carrieds This would probably mean that the Italians
would be wholly driven out of their former coloniés and that the
Soviet, as spohéors 6f'independence would have a position in North
Africa whilich would be of great strategic value and enable them
further to stir up unrest in the Freqcﬁ North African colonies.
The above deals with Libya (Cyrenaica and Tripolitania)’
wiich is the important colonial area. There is slso Italien
somaliland and Erltrea, which involve many additional complica-
B
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- tions in relation to Egypt and Ethiopla, but these areas are

economically and sti-at.egiéally of less importance,
Under the clrcumstances, I think -Wé ‘could indicate

that we would seek a solution v:h;éh, would as far as possible

- glve the Italiens an. opportuni.ty.-‘ to.z:ealize emlgration to,
and development of Libya, .and pérticu}.axly Tripolitania, but
that we ought not to commit ourselves to a program in favor
of Italy which would fall in the Assembly with very bad conse~
quenc¢es both for Italy and for the UK+, U,S, and France,

JeFeDy -
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