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: (Comment: This is a good point at which to break the 
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."€{he crucial act, with its overtones of Greek firagedy, 
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». ~; __ the Vietnam task force. ‘fee President's senior advisers were, for -* .,~:+ ~
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" 
. . . the cable proved historic. For the first tine it 

I37 0‘) 

<1 %V F0 

. - the signal to 'u:1leesb' the ‘-/iet.ne_"*nese military, flzzshed - 

-- 1"<>_r the ,9?‘-'9 11511:: Diem of 1;I‘3Y“';I;':..__?s__11i1d 

been 1?‘ rig for so ::;a;1;,' ye 9. 1? 1-lI‘S. 

" 
. . . the cable of August 21; was a radical revision of the 

previous philosophy of one var at a time. It envisaged the 
generals‘ malaing tar on their can goveznxzent, and '-ritb. the 
izplicit blessing of the United States 

, "Tne substance of the cable Y.-as that the U.S. embassy was to 
L-zake an ef'fo'~t to persuade Diem +0 five his brother, release 

1 .w_m__‘ the Buddhist rebels, ezd press censorship, and restore other 
A, 

‘ democratic liberties suspended under martial law. And if, as the 
( 1,3; cable anticipted, Diem would not do these things, then the 

' embassy was to contact the Vi-st:"_=.:ese generals and tell then that 
the United States would no longer stand in the may of a revolt. 

_ _ 

" 
. . . the controversial August 211_cable was dispatched 

from Washington Saturday evening after being cryptically mmnarized sxer White House at h;/annis Port. to President Kennedy at F}m 
A 

"The acting Secretary of Defense, Roswell Gilpatric . . . 
had the cable described to him over the telephone. Mr. Gilpatric 

~_ says he was frankly surprised that such an important set of 
instructions should be rushed out on a weekend. But he did not ' ‘ feel that he ought to veto the telegram since . . . it had the '

, ‘approval of the President. 

"In McC0:'.e's absence, the cable was described, again 
cryptically, to Richard Helms, deputy director of the CIA, 

also did not feel disposed to veto something ':1unroved by ' 1" “'“ 
the President. 
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25 August (c-2r.ti.'r.:-;-cl) 

\/- \/ on cable rto Sci-;_':n (cm 63355) 
' J V V 

"FYI CIA not‘ consulted re cable "J-35:-:_»,' sent separately, which’ 
however cleared at ‘_1ig‘:‘_est levels. In circ"_.':ste_:~.c-es believe CIA must fully accept zli::*:ct1'.'»:es of policy makers and seek says accomplish. objectives they seek. ‘~"nile have not seen exact text, understand it invites Lodge fiaal judgne:-.=':. . . . . . ix: present course of action appears to be throwg away bird L1 mm before we adequately identified birds in bush, or :=o":_:,s they 2:111 Thus suggest a real search for courses of action :ig;;t rein}; options in 012:“ ' 

bands at same time as taking positive stand rather tr:-1:1 waiting for situation to clarify (at point we probably xmable to affect it.) This bolls £10‘-(I1 to seeldgg szzc-e middle ground for at least interim 
period. . . . . .

" 

' 

%/ 
cm cable from saigoe (sue 0291) .->7>%1~_ 

/0"'§?’~

2 ‘»K 
Chief of Station Richardson reports that General }Coanh requested 

an immediate meeting vith Spera _/_'Zn officer of the cm Saigon stating]. 
At the meeting Klhanh requested assurances that. the U.S. Government‘ 
would support the Vietnamese amy if it should move against the Diem 
Regime. ' 

/ Cable me Saigon (sue 0296) 
- Richardson reports the results of a conference among Ambassador 
lodge, DCM Truebart, Ceneral Eariains, General Weeds, and Richardson. 
The group agreed that giving‘ Die.-n an option bed no chance of success. 
They‘ accepted Deptel 233 [Sr 2'4 Augusf-7 as a basic decision from

. 

Washington and would proceed to dc their best to c:1rr"_{ out instructions.’ 
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Richer‘-ison gives he:-1d<.;uar-‘.ers his views 0:1 possible successor 
' 

, regmes . 

August ' f\J O\ 

O21?) St;e.f'i’!¢‘emo:".az1d':1:, No. 50-63, Interri-31 GEE? 1~'or‘;-Ling 
'

* 
¥*',l '\ C4.“ uistribution C3111; -___.__________ 
"On balance, we believe 

interests mid ai;'mL".rnent: oi‘ 

if rt '1 
I“

C (fig; 
oh: 

best. hope for the preservation 
‘ojectives in South Vietnam lies possibility of a coup d'etat by anti-Co_'*zn~__**~ist :.atio:'.2lists ‘xiii: 

‘ sufficient military support to obviate prolonged civil war. Such a 
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group might not prove able to salvage the situation and, indeed, might 
_ event'.:ill;/ prove no Better than the nreseot *-<="~‘ ~ ‘~‘ 1 _ .. --a,i.ce. ouch a oevelounent would, however, enable the and a.1ti-Ccmraunist nationalist elezeats to make a 1":~es'n start unencumbezed and unhampered by political errors 

Q _ 
of past years, ‘months, and weeks. In such a i‘:-esh start, we believe, "--»-" lies the only viable "nope for the attainment of US interests and (_ - objectives in South Vie-tra:n." 

— 
~¢.\ 

_ , Ambassador Lodge presented his credentials to South Vietwese 
‘ ' President Ngo Dinh Diem. J 

:.‘

\

m fl J3 0 
" ' 

:P:‘esidential Me :1 Vietznm. cm participants =” DDCI 2; one’. 
x Record by DII-P. 

’

' 

F “ i ' ' 

V 
She question was raised as to whether there had been such a. 

_; significant-clzangge in the Vietnam situation that it really appeared 
3 desirable to d-amp the }T:1u's and possibly Diem himself. .Principal 

5:1 points discussed '.:ere: A~."l:.".iral Fel’c's concern over the dangers "1; 
. ,
\ “' inherent in the current US action in South Vietnam; the fact that 

‘ 

_ Lodge had not seen Diem to discuss the future role of the Hhu's; _‘..,-Q =3-1* , .-< ~- e--"<*\
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the meaning of‘ the phrase "~*'~.'e "* "-t "~ ‘~*
' D- .t-re- sq-polo to :il{t<s:;/ co: a:;‘e:'3" __ M ~ 

_ 
— ' ; __‘__VA 

_ 

" VJ 
111 D‘3Pt@l 2243; ill'1e_<;1.'estion of succession; and what would happen if the 
action ti-;en over the weekend failed. The hesiderrt asked for another 
session on August 27 with participants to present biog;-aphic data on s» 

, ___, —'-?"" --'~>r __<~- :_.,_-=1-; __ , _____ _ 

_.t_ L __:,:_r__»- __ — ~—--—---'—>" ' ~~ -— -—_~»;__ =+:>*~q key S‘/If persszzelities and a contin,-ge::c;,' plan. for the succession. 

_C1'A cable from Saigon (SAIG 0301;) 
4 Richardson reports that the A;:zb>£se:lc:' dcciiai that the American 
official hand should not show in the operation. It was agreed that Coaein 

_ 

. would see Khiem and that S "a lO‘.lld -= 

- directed to con-'ey' the substance of Deptel 2543, plus this cement: ,./ n- 
_ ‘___ . .. ..

4 

M Qilelcagmot heiofif anyVhel_.,_dur’q._n5 .LZ1iLl8q. ectlon <21: fiassunig power of 
-~4 state. Entirely their_ovn__act_1Qnkwin or Lose." . 

cm cable from S:_q.1g0n (sue 0330} 
Richardson reports the results of the Conein./Sjera approaches 

to the generals. Lm_essence, Klhanh said he was not yet reaoy, and Khiem ___¥__ _ 
_ _v-_:__ e:J__ 

7 
__ ieri‘ :L._-'_—__% said he would have to check. wi.th__!»{;p,h,,,-

- 

pm se- Khanh. Ccnein and Spera were‘/Z 

414*” 27 
43 
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_1f1-esidential !‘eet*n; 0:: Vietne C* '= - ->"-- ‘ -. - .21. L5. pe:'tici__,e__-.~,. DDCIQ 33?, & C!FE. Record by C/£3. ’
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The President stated that a. c:ru2_s1::>uld not be ettezoted umess it “ ' 
'-— 

would be successful and asked whether 
e er <3“ '9' 

0
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we could turn ‘back at this point. '
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n- _’_,, >_ , -.......=---V ~ 
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ask’ if -‘i »,~ '.-L . . 1-F18 7» By bu 1.]. aveed ~'1..h tnelr concur:-erzccs to Beptel 253. 

_ : tele;:'2::z to Saigon (Dental 256 C’) M {K3 H‘ 1 

7"‘ V1: 4.: L7‘3‘*‘n3"*°n cf T990113 to date gives co::sié.ers-.‘:>1e ¥~¢;~= 17»; lO&V€S ur-unswdel-ed cuestions . 
_‘ T‘ rv 

X1 yr.- 

'~a 
.L. ‘.4! outlized in Deptcl 2'43 5;; ,;.;,._*
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&pp";1gLSELl of present nresnects. 13 ,-Met 0 , n ‘_ .4 _ . . . . . ._ e, <_uL., ,H_. 0 efh ~- .., '— 11 - . -kill-=~==§=1'-$21133-¢1_n2-_,r:¢:~ 1'1 11: +, 9*’ A ‘ ~ v-->. ~=-..--.~-- f ‘ Y_ I“ ;*‘<T—~—-'— *-'“€fl‘"=‘-_<'-2=.Aw:z\_g*; mug 4¢~/¢‘l TI“

F Q Li
V fa. 

you all ucssihle F41\‘T?"I_')Y‘Y'. in K .+ 4 .».1‘ ..A ""_J1v' fa “O “”fe 
. 

any decision tha evil-’3Pi3‘-5 8'/icience mazes it wise to :r>d1"‘y " <1- D- 

32“ 28 August
é 

(x 0 cm cable frpm Saigon (SAIG 0353) 
Richardson P6901413 that: "Situation here has re*=c"*ed toint 

*' u _,,.1.-n 0- L/3%,: 2:... Z~’~.—-‘_,_i»- 3:. =‘-,.,-.,t _ - _-. ._.> .. ...-_.,.. 

:10-4 desire ;.'uu_r p'ro:T;r1': i:.1=‘.2:'*:.': 

1 I ‘ 

____ 

. . Proceeciag from -‘.22 Cszzcezxt 

- -~.-.~ _.- -.. -es.. a..a_l<10Le course but Due to inalsu on

f 11OI‘8tul'n....,,[]n]_-t ‘ 
'2 

'p— "T 
_ _° 

able to launch their operations, we believe they '-'iILl act and 1:‘-1;: they have 800d Charm-> to win. . ',; 1: .. ~ .

“ 
es.» he genezxls are 2-:-ut:a.li"ec bercre "einiQ 

' " 
_, _ §_s"-- _:de:sta::;__tLat the 

_ _effort met Qucceed end Q.=§d~ fig _P‘\a *:<;,_;— ,1 ;‘_ '_~_t 
m1sf,_'£§e donef. . , , _ 

" 
K V 
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Presi"en‘ia_1 v Q".V\ - + 

_The Piésifiéqt inquired into the status o >1» {"1 [ii 

._ W - '—_ ~!;-~1._.g on V1etn' . CLA _.= D C . 
‘ ‘N C FE. Record by C FE. 

7 am Fri ipants' IDCI3 D7?’ 8° 

' _that these were we'll 1-'01-ted out. Sfiate Depertzent narticiv-.¢s 

if insisted. that Die: and 171121 had be+'"1"ed an» ". .v,]_.= - Vi E’ bl- 1 
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The President cc-m:ented that we he.-'1 been vimzing uztii Aug;st. Ifoltizg 

expressed 3115 cczvrictioa that Diem is the only :1-an who cm run South 
' Vietnam in my fashion to permit a continuance of the var effort. Be 

believed we should rage Fmother try to keep Dim. IIa.rri_~':'_=.n directly 

disagreed with him. The President directed a telegrazlbe prepared 

to send to Lodge and Eerkins asking their ‘F163! of the cizzaces of success, 

expressing cencern over the uni’a.\rorable ratio cf fcrrces, and inviting 

their suggestions as to how we could increase their possibilities. ""/ 
The ?;e§}§_egt__ce1led f91;_;7-?_~1.q{;_17;_<;r v"_e_Qtj;;€ 1:=_t,e:_i_;1 dgxa 

' QSC ‘Executive Committee Meeting on 'v'ie"tr1s::1. C_L¢\ pzqfticipants no’; 
ilienziriea. Record by on??? 0" '0’ " * 

, _; e —~--0 
/'~\ 

_._m,~> K‘ | 

_ The President met privately with Rusk, 2-£cIIa:a.ra., Taylor and 

M':Ge/Jrge Buudy. He reported to the rest of the Co@ttee £221; that 
‘ three telegrazs were being sent to Saigon: a personal message to . 

Lodge frczn the President, a xeessage from the Department to the 

Ambassadar, and a. feleéram from Taylor to Harkins. 

§l‘eleg§a::z from 168116;» to Harkins (JCS 3368-63)_ 
A

A 

. ='I1:prr:'ta_z1t White House '::.eeting on subject scheduled for 1200 
28 August EDI‘, your views urgently needed o:1_ overall feasibility of 
operaticn conéerzplated. . . . . .:F.{I__E;t-ate to Seigonv?:_'»L3 '»-'esVp_:e_§§.red§___ ‘V jlithgut DOD 0;-__JCS particgggtion. _!=;Y§t'.~.crities are now I5:-'i_%_seco§d 
t}qfB'l<j"\Eg_7s'l_”flY * 6 6
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29 luzgust 

fiatgon Station's giru-czolc-_{r of .=‘~.'.1gust 1963 coup‘.'\.cti'.-ities 

"At 9711'-5 1‘-Ours, Richardson, Spere. and Conein, latter t‘-'0 of
' 

whom were scheduled to contact Generals Minb. and Khiern at U315 same 
‘ 
rnomlng, were sham a uessge from Geaerel Taylor to General Elerkins stetig aspects of ‘~.'let:1a.'n situation being 1'e‘."ie'~'ed at Wait Eicuse '1-1 cozznenting 
ti"-at Secwi t1'=¢\1&‘“-tsvere 'Gi'gi."_'1ir:g in Washington. - ed ~ >41 this information and given strictly limited time factors, P.ic‘.2a:'"'_5o:1 decided that the meeting with Ceneralls Mizzh end. I-hie: shazlfi not be 
ll'35tP'~3!l9\1 7~9I1l'- 7J31&t___CQu*L§cti;:_g officers would z_~:12:\l&e': this ;;;;_;,_i_::-1; 11 id;-1;, finding ¥?;f5v5_5/°Y1_YithQ11t encviggjgz *_oi1‘__"i_"¢s’c”E:‘.1i*§'Qg;_;'L_g'G‘z-r:er:*:l Z~4_ir_'h_,______ 

:1 

(1; 

F.) O 2. .» Q 
[L 

n . _ When. Spera. sad Conem returned from then‘ meeting with Khiezn and Hinh, we proceeded to 'i":";eI':e2.r’r.':'. office ts take our report. 
A.'r‘:>a.ssa.dor came in and Richardson advised him of our meeting 1-rith 

gum‘ General Weede, of Taylor's cable, and of the decisions which R1ch.e.rdso;1 
- had zmde as a result of the Taylor cable. Lodge was angry,’ and 

,~ , exp:-esse<.1 the wriev that Richardson's decision had destroyezi the possibillties of carrying cut a. ccup. Richardson expressed a. firm dissenting opinion." 

1-" 
Di m 

. °/l/VNSC Ebcecutive Committee I-Qeeting on Vietnain. CL5. participant-s k, got identified. Record by nap. 
0 0 ' 

' V 
The consensus was that Harkins should confirn to the generals that 

the approaches from CIA were bone. fide and represented the views of the 
~ US s<>verment- Tbelfe was agreanent that better informatictx was needed 

on what the generals were in fart planning to do and whether it was 
militarily feasible. A telegam giving the sense of the meeting was 

' drafted for Presidential a_UpI'OV‘al. 
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30 51;;-lst 

_Vi':e ?:;i‘.f§*.__(§C!Z__tl_§l____§'I~I:€':ti1'1;1; on Vietnam. CIA participants: DITCI, me, & Recor-1 211 Tc,/5:. ““"‘ 0 ‘ 

Pzzsk referred to recent cable traffic and said that he was not 
even sure whom we were def!-lillg with or '12-mt they '»'&l‘E3 ple:m1':g. /V’ 
I-!cZiel.r'"-=- a pointed '1; th - L4 on ere was some qua-stioxl whether the generals ever 
did have a. plan. said. he had re-reed the ea.r]_'icr traffic and 
noted that they never said they did. Gen. Certer said he believed that 
the generalfs coup was not likely at this stage and that in another 

, week we will be appronznately where we were before the attack on the 
M} Buddhist temples Bun’? ‘ 

’ before the gzrovlg and whether the assumption that Iftm is ingzossible is ' 

well founded . 

. at suggested we cor.side.r additional contingencies 

~ 31 August 

Saigon Station's chronology of 1-.ug;ust 1963, coup egtivities
I 

. General Harkizzs was authorized to met with Khiern to give - _mz1em assurances ofUSG backing. Kllléil shoved a. reluctance to talk ' and suggested that H.=lr1:;Lzu: meet with Cemrel. Khiem cozzented that Niel: had called off the plzuming and '-res working on other methods which Hhiexz would not describe. Khien i‘;rther stated that the generals were not ready as they did not have enough forces under their control. Hm-kins decided not to give Khiezn assurzzces which he had been authorized to impart. Eodgeapproved IL?_rkL-'5' éeeisipi; on 31 !~.::gus't after Harkins _ reported. " 0 
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31 Auzust (continued) 

;_Yi§§n?i2§iQ§Q?i§l Y%?fi§;g_on Vietnam, CIA participants: DECIL Bur, é C;:E. deccrd by C/FE. ’ 

Rusk suggested we_look at precisely what in the Vietnam 
situation made us think of a noun and what 

‘ _:~ _ _'—— V" ' 7 
_ _ " might be done to improve 

conditionslin Victnsnidtficfianara suggested the first requirement was 
reestablishzent of ccnzunication between Lodge and Harkins. Rusk 
directed that a telegram be prepared for Saigon making suggestions 
as to whet we night ask the GVN to do. 

’=¢;’J=>.~ 

-1 
' Chief FE who narticisated in the meetincs of late Auflust. , 
_ ) I n - , __ '5 '-> L fl 'tgw' in a neznrendum for Halter Elder provided this suzzery of 

- differin: wn<1t+n1= e~>=» K _ M ,_-_.-___ -__-_. 

"In the discussions during the past week, the position of the Department of State, led by Ball, Harriman, and Hilsnan, was that the Diem-Nhu government had double-crossed the US Government because of 
, the attack on the pagodes and that US obligations to the government were no longer valid. Further, that a government so discredited could not conduct successfully the war in Vietnam and would prove an undesirable liability to the US Government elsewhere in Asia. Because of these moral, military and political conclusions, the Department recommended that it nust give all suppoxt to a group of generals who

r 

allegedly were disaffected to the point that a clear indication of US
I 

action was the only ingredient lacking for them to push over a discredited, unpopular and weak Diem governnent. 
_

' 

1 "The position of the Depertnent of Defense was that while it -;5 deplored the sensational aspects of the Buddhist situation, it ';;§ _ nonetheless felt that an effort should be continued to deal with Diem and try to bring about s cozpromise, and at the sane time to keep in touch with the generals and support the coup efforts, if this proved to an be the only alternative left. This was essentially the view of General ;i;y _ Harkins and of Ambassdor Holting. This was considered by the Department I 

‘lg -y‘Q of State to be e foot-dragging and weak position. '>'
] év 1!;
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"The I-Tesicierlt vie-‘ed the State L‘»:»;:a.:*tmnt‘s position with ‘I

' 

considerable reserve ‘cut '-rillizzg to explore the coup idea. fu1't‘:~.er. l
§ 

He and the Attorzley General (as well 25 CIA) were apparently app<_.ll'= ed - 
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at ‘-'1~¢- weed with which the State decision was reached on aturday 
afternoon, 2% Aug",-1st, a._...'~"» felt that mre thought, ¢_r..~."- 

-"",'s‘.s and 1 : 

preparation should have preceded the instruction to Lodge 0
2

‘ cu cable from saigon (am: ou-991 

"This l)&'t1’.'11lZLI' ccgn e . . . .' Generals did not feel. 
T‘ 

r@8.a{’€5a”a1a hotflhave sizfficient balaace of forces. . . . . . The-e , 

»~ id=>*able ¢/ 
- _is ]:i_tt}.e dou_bt__tha.t GVR role _a;.d. may have co..:_;_ .L 

~ 
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2 September 

cm _ca.°oLe from Saigon (sue o5.23)_ 

Richardson cabled a. die assessment._ He concluded that Diem and 

the Hhu's are fuJ.],',' aware that the USG encouraged the generals to 

attempt a. coup and that CIA was the of this encourage- 

mnt. He judged there was an even possibility that all zajor programs u/% 
. 

~ 

‘ l
‘ 

could go forward as’ in the past. He listegl es a. mzgjor dilemma. the
‘ 

-3 .. 

Station's future relationships with Col. He noted his dissa.t_s 

faction with Tang as 2. GVH liaison vehicle through which to conduct PM - 

programs, but noted that the GVEI had offered no alternative. Unless we 

were v1l]_i:~_g_to discontinue our IIVZT, Laos border, and cross-border PI‘O_I§,."&.‘I1S1
- 

we must continue to work with fig. 
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"I was-told. by Dean Rusk that you had proposed that Gezxral 
Lansilale . . . replace Richardson as Chief of Station. . . . . . 
I wish to emphasize that the Agency will/reorient the’Saigon Station 
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the -Station Chief, mn be replaced. . . . . . Lansdale would not ‘QL 
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n igence nor resulting estimate in hand which would lead us to 1~= the conclusion that the present regime can be disposed of, or that 

there exists a replacement reglme which would be better. This is 
not ho‘-‘ever to say that e coup might not occur even before you 
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military groupcapable of ousting the Dian regime, and iurther 

there appeared to be no replacement for. the then current regime that 

was capab1e7_o£ running the goven:n:|ent*.- : A new nefie probably would be 

no better. Consequently, the Agency was urging a cautious, slow
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2 Octcfzzer 

' Report off-:Ne:az~a-‘1‘eylcr mission to Vietrmzg ' 
. '."""_“‘~* 

'l"::e President 0:: 21 Sepzezfoer had c1i:*ected..Ge:1eral Taylor and 

Secremry I‘-lcflarzara proceed to Esuth 'v'iet"_:Je to appraise - 

si tuatioa. Their lasted frm 21 September to 2 October. -415 '
; 

was the report in vl'1ich!4cDIe:a:'a recorzzezfied that a pI'(;g1‘?.!n be 

establisT:ze<1 to train Vietllamese so that essential i“u:.:ti:::.s prfcrzed 

by US military personnel could be carried out by ‘Jietr_e:~.\ese by the 

4 4 end of 1955. He thought it would then he pssible to withdmv the F 
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bulk of US personnel. 

., 3 0..to‘:>er 

Z —0 
‘ - 

0 

’
' 

¢ 
"~ 

_ 

-
1 

Personal letter from Lodge to 2-!cCone
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" 
. . . . . I agme with whet I u::dez-stand McNamara has said 

to you. The time has come for a new face. But, I agsg think of 
Richardson as a deioted. and ;a_~£LilI.1 A;r*""‘°“ ~ ‘ 
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1',’ 3 U1 ‘" cm cable - aigon (suc.01397) 
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. . . . . In sum, it is clear that Lodge wants a changein 
Chief of Station. . . . . . Departing Saigon 1820 hours 5 Octsber 
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(Cozsentfl - . dson's depa:'t=_':r=.- Y-es based on a heed’;-;a:'ters - 

,_jf,‘_f;j_"_ . request that he return to headquarters on TD‘! as soon es possible. - i 
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V- ‘fire meeting vas held to discuss 'x:-.att»ers that became the subgect; 

of Depflel 531+ [gee later entry’ of 5 Octo"~_ -. DCI said it was the 

opinion of CIA (:':L=th Vtize-exoep:1onz‘ofLCol'oy, C/E) -that i‘id.dl_..3*'~ 

_v1th the Commodity Import P:-og-am as a po1_Lt1@ ].ever.vouJ.d be much 
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_ possible plans for the accozplisl-gent of‘ ‘;I1e cI'z:._r,e of ;;av'err;:enf:: 

(.- - (a) assassiriaiion of H30 Dinh Z21: 15:30 Dirzh Can, I-;-3e‘-3 25 Eresident 
2 _, _ ,_ _, ___ _ _ ,_;, __ ~7.._, 7 is es; —_l——: I 

"" ' =* :7" —‘ —'——" ' ” ~ ‘I 
1- __ wfln-___ We W ‘_ __ 

_ ‘ _ _ ~., 1 . . ' Di-2:: in o1"1°i:e' (D) en-circle:-.ent of Saigon by various zrzilitzzx-y units; ‘ ff“ 
. 
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and (c) direct ccni‘ro:1tatio:1 “<:e"':=.:ee:: military; units involved in the 
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_ V" —— '_ __ ___, 

coup and. loyalist military units in Saigon. 

I 5 Octoher (:o::inue<1) 
~ ___yA.-ea: ' 
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: CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 1.7-+'~"(l C2; § 

v 
.4.» 

Q Dave Smith, the Acting COS, cabled that he had discussed this 

*'\.; 
. Latest Conein/Minb. meeting,’ '-rith Ambassador Lodge and DCM 'l‘ruehart. .-\.~\

2 pa- E ‘rr 1;. 

do not set ourselves irrevocably against the assassinetion plot, '

d smce the other two altematives ream eitner a. bloodbath in Saigon ; 

._ 
' 

7 —_‘_ 7 *~' ~'-1 ¢ _ _ _V _ __ _ __ 

or a protracted struggle which could rip the amy and t‘:1e_co_un~*.:;;L_i ___ v 
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I ~ * (Cement: S:ni€h's recanznendation to Lodge on assassination 

1"‘ Grew a prompt. response from headquarters. The two entries that 

follow interrupt the chronology. They are put here to complete 
‘ the story on this significant episode.) _ 
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