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A, The following information was obtained on the Russian Naval Mission 
. which arrived at La Spezia for the transfer of the "Z-12" (formerly-(b)(1) 

"Arti,gliere'"), to the Soviet Navy= The Mission was domposed of the(b)(3) . 

fullowingz 

a.) Ivan smxocmmzco (mmoscmxonnmxo), Chief of the - 

M ' ‘wt I 

r 

lite comdlo in tfi-Q 
V A 

' Navyo 

b) Zylikolai ANOPRIYEV -»=(AnoPR1Ev), Chief Engineer, a civilian.
1 

c) Alelcaei (Alekci) BARANOV, lat Officer, Lieutenant of the 
<0 " Navy. » 2 »- 

d) Ivan KACHIRIN (KACHIHIHE), -Officer in chafge of the 
Artillery, Lieutenant in 

, 
< the Navy, ii 

, 0) Vladimir KASAKOV, Engineer, I.-ieutenqnto 
. 

V‘ 
;~ 

E“) Riter SOBOL, NCO, In charge of the torpedo installations, 

g) Peter SURKHAREV NCO, Civilian engineeru 
h) Ivan GOTOKHOVTSEV, NCO, Civilian engineer. 
.1) Pavel KULL-(KULII), NCO, Mechanic (former worker in a 

Moscow factory). 
» 

_ v 
_ ‘__ 

~- A . 

J) " Gennadi (Guennadi) MALAKHOV, Interpreter, civilian. 
V 

. 

0 

' 

Dooume z k) Pavel SURIN (SOURINE), Major of the Naval Engineer N0 CHA;V1c;ENr,; Ei 
0 0 8' 

Corps, Engineer, arrived on 1:] 
5 January 191+‘? to take the Classr CHANGED T0. place of Nicolai ANOPRIEV, mm Menm 4 

TS s 
who returned to the Russian Auth: pm REG ' Apr 77 
Embaaay in Rome to replace De at 

""“"""'"' 77 1763 
3 IKE ' ova .
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The above named arrived in Rome from.Moscow by air. At Ls Spomir they took lodgings at the Concordia Hotel, MIROH?'- 
CHIOHENKO, ANOPRIEV ad the interpreter presented themselves 
to the Chief of the Italian Naval General Staff, who introduced 
them to Commander P£EADOHINI, President of the civilian company 
which temporarily had charge of the ship. On the day following 
their arrival, the members of the Russian mission began the 
inspection of the ship and the control of the various machinery 
on board. During their stay at La Spezia, none of the Russians 
had any contact with the local elements of the Italian 
Communist Party. Nor did the local Communists make any 
attempt to contact the Rnssianso . 

The civilian and military personnel of the crew of the "Z—l2" 
who had for business reasons occasion of dealing with the 
Russians, and the personnel of the hotel where the Russians 
were staying, got an unfavorable impression of the Russians, 
both on account of the poor quality of their 0lOthnB and the 
hard expression of their faces. 

The first contacts between the Italian naval officers and 
the Russians soon revealed the diffidenoe which the Russians 
showed on all discussions dealing with technical matters, and 
in particular on questions concerning the amount of materials 
which were due to the Russians according to previous 
agreements“ This diffidence, however, gradually gave 
way to a feeling of trust, thus creating an atmosphere 
quite favorable to the mutual exchange of informationu 
On the other hand, the diffidence prevailing among the 
Russians themselves soon became evident. The following 
episode will illustrate the feeling which existed among 
them: The Italian in charge of one of the sections of 
the "Z-12" offered a glass of wine to two Russians who 
were inspecting that part of the ship, Both refused. 
However, as soon as one of the two left the section on 
some errand, the other took the glass of wine and winking 
at the Italian, drank the wine. The same thing happened 
whenever the Italians offered a cigarette to some Russian; 
they refused if they were in the company of some of their 
coloagues, but readily accepted if they were alonos 
The most loquacious among the Russians was one Pavel KULII, 
who, after becoming quite friendly with an Italian sailor, told him that he was employed in a factory in Moscow as a special worker, with a monthly salary of 900 rubles, adding that with that money he could keep his wife and son, but could not possibly buy any comodities such as clothes, shoes, etc., because of their very high cost. This same Russian, in an outburst of sincerity, whispered to his _ Italian friend: "Italy is like America." A few days after their arrival, the members of the mission began visiting the city, showing particular interest in the goods displayed in the shops. A woman who knows Russian, once heard one of the mission members say: "If on our 
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return to Russia we told our friends of all of these 
commodities which can be bought freely and without 
ration cards, nobody would believe us." One of the 
personnel of the Concordia Hotel reported that the 
first purchases made by some of the Russians were 
the cause of tremendous excitement among them. They 
had bought watches, material for ladies? dresses, 
overcoats for men, suitcases, hats, perfumes in 
large quantities, woolen blankets, rabbit furs for 
collars for children's coats, several radios, an 
accordion for which was paid 100,000 lire, besides 
socks and stockings. 

The chief of the Mission had on several occasions invited ’ 

some Italian officers to dine on board the "Z~l2", but the 
invitations were not accepted. When he inyited the civilian 
commander of the "Z-12" and was again met with a refusal, he 
asked whether this was done to the aversion on the pert of 
the Italians to share a meal with s Russian. with the 
exception of Major SOURINE, the members on the Mission 
showed scant knowledge of the technical aspects of the 
apparatus on board the ship and it was evident that they 
were afraid of returning to their country without a working 
knowledge of the functioning of the machinery. Most of 
these Russians had never been in Italy before and there 
is he doubt that the abundance of goods displayed in the 
shops, the possibility of going about perfectly undisturbed 
by police agents and buying all the commodities they wanted 
must have made a great impression on them, because at the 
moment of departure, several of the Russians expressed 
their regret at leaving Italya 

During their stay at La Spezia the Russians behaved well and 
they did not give any cause of complaints: they stayed constantly 
by themselves and did not make any friends with the local populations 

Tranefer efitheifiizlwiiz" etiiizaeeeiemiifiegegieiiaaciewif QreeWn2.i..iJmianuePL__i@.l 

The Black Sea: 
Russian destroyer OGHNEVOI met the "Z-12" and led it towards 
Odessa at a speed of 20 miles per hour. During the voyage‘ 
the Soviet destroyer emitted a large quantity of smoke and 
stopped its engines. It is believed that one of its boilers 
burned out. The OGHNEVOI stopped for about an hour during 

About 70 miles from Odessa, as was expected, the 

which time it was possible to observe the ship at close distance. 

a) Estimated tonnage: 1,600 to 1,800 tons. 

b) Estimated caliber of armament: Two 120 mm twin ' turrets; one 90 
cal. gun in turret 

.above the No. turret; 
two single machine 
guns with very long 
barrels; two double 
torpedo tubeso 
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hrioge: Of o prismatic shape with complete naked walls, withoot 
brings wings one with the only openlng;:: on ‘irlhe 

brioge level» 

"Conirop1oncia": It is presumed that it GAiStS srouno the forward 
telenetric turrotw (ho person hoe been observed 
on the "Cont-rOpl&nCiEi§q 

Telometric turrets: Two turrets equipped with parabolic mirror radar 
with central "dipol"¢ The fore telemotric turret 
is equipped with two telemeters, 

Lasts: Unly one foremost situated to the rear of the brioge. he 
guys were noted“ From the raft mast arm descended 
s tubular cereals This was the only antenna that 
could be seene 0n the top of the most there were 
two bars about 70 ems long lined up with the keel 
and laying parallel to each other. They were held 
in place by"a smell fork fastened to the mast, 

Depth Charges: ~EmplaG€mBntS for the discharging of depth bombs were 
, noted, These were similar to those normally useds 

line layer: The emplacement for the laying of mines was noted but 
the guides were not seen in place“ 

The hull: The central part was about li5O meters above the sea level“ 
the Hull had no openings“ The bow seems very short 
for the forward locations of 50¢ l turret. 

General external appearances: The oestroyer seemed to be freshly 
pointed and in good orders ' 

p" 
1 

1” 

' " ' * The ooviot outhorities communicated the internotio1sl call COmmURlCutlOfl$. “ ~ ° . 
- ’1 ' ' 

- * 1" 
letters "RHPU" as the home of the unit which was to moot the"Z~l2"Q Accord- 
ing to the list of names published by the International Office of Gommunics~ 
tions in its publication "Idicatifs d'Appel", edition of January 19b7, pub~ 
lished in Bern, these call letters correspond to the Soviet ship "Nexamo~ 
jnik" and not to the destroyer "0ghnevoi"u 

Only the international procedure was used between the "Z»l2", the destroyer, 
and the land stations From the beginning to the end of its mission, the 
destroyer always communicated with the radio station which answered to the 
call of "UKLZ". It is believed that this station belonged to the Kertch 
radio group which serves only for radio communications with war vesselso 

ghen the radio station of the "Z~l2" was turned over at Odessa, about 12 " 
persons were present“ The Soviet technicians stated that the wiring dis— 
Srfims Of the Italian radio equipment were excellent, but that the trans» 
mittlng equiament was rather dated and that the hussians - » Q n 
eczuionlcnt .1 

‘not observed_sny variations in 
the tone one range oi tne_Uovieb transmissions which might indicate they ‘ 

use imnrovedesuipnwnta - 
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ooviet radio oeaoo No information regarding radio beacons in Russia 
is reported in the publication, "Nomenclature des Jtations dos Services Speciouxfl published in Bern in l9h6 and revised to date )0 november l9A85 In the 3l.ck sea, however, emissions from radio beacons were noteda It 

D 0: t. 

'1' was observed that all the old PdQl0 beacons which were known to exist up to 1939 are now functioningo The following were actually heard: 

n) hupetoria Point: Let“ A50 U9‘ Q0" N» LOHQ» 330 15‘ 00" Ea 
b) Tarnhenkut Cape: Lat“ A50 20‘ 52" N, Longq 32° 29“ 36" E0 
In the Block Sea the reception of Italian military stations of o nonmsl power is favorableu Radio Rome, Tsranto, and Venice were heard on a 600 meter wave with a power of threeg 
grrival at Odessa: The "Z~l2" stopped at the entrsbe of the port at 1900 hours on 21 January l9h9¢ A large motor boat fastened itself to the "Z—l2" it carried customs officers, sanitation officers, and a dozen sailors and petty officers accompanied by s liaison officer, Ltt CQQQQDEVICLHKO, and signal officers and signal men who went on the bridgeoto indicate the route to enter the port» Actually the "Z~l2" followed s motor boat which gave brief signals in hussian to the signal men; At about 2000 hours, the "&~l2" L38 riding Lt one or in the roadsted, lhe ooviet liaison officer sexed the Italian officers to observe the following regulations: 
e) hot to use the radio station; 

h) got to toke photographs; 

c} Iot to make sketches-of any kind; 

d) hot to take soundingst ' 

e) hot to throw out garbage; 

E) To keep t.e fires bankedi 

The liLiSOfi officer was asked about tho.monncr of giving the men shore leave, He replied that it would ho better to wait for the neat day » pending the final disposition oi the Port Command, Commander Fnnllnlo ono the civilian commander, Capt; BHKACCEIHI were told by the lioison officer.thot the Port Commander, Vice nomirol HOVIKOFF, WOUlQ receive them ct 2200 hoursg 

Hist to the Admiral: The large motor boot brou;ht the two Italian ' 

officers ashore with the Boviet liaison officer, the interpreter, Guennedi h“LhKdUV, and the hood of tho doviet Kission, $IdOSH1OHnHKO¢ The ;roup was picked up at the pier by two automobiles in 500d condition which drove them to the Odessa Naval Command, They were announced in s loud voice by the sentinel“ The Italian and Russian.officers were then received by Udmirul HOVIKOFF and his staff (Chief of staff, Captain K~JCH;Vn£0, the hssistant Chief of Staff whose none is not known, and the Adjutnnt, Lt“ Comdra PnSKO)= ;fter'the conventional formalities the Admiral invited those present to be sentoda 
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Through the interpreter, the Admiral requested that Ccmdr. FABRIZIO 
that e. see. test with mixed crew be carried out. The Italian officer 
reins-ed becmzse his orders at the time of departure specified that 
he was only to transfer the ship at the port of Odessa, Admiral 
NOWIKOFF did not insi st» He offered each one a glass of cognac and 
some apples. He toasted the health of those present and then eta 
on apple placing the left overs in an ash trey. All the other Russian 
officers followed his example immediately. Before they left, the 
Ad:mire.l informed them that the following morning he w ould send some 
specialists to take over the equipments The officers returned aboard 
their ship with the same motor boat previously used, 

Trensjfer ofwthe "Z-12": The following morning, 22 January, some 
'é“me?i.l*¢?F§T‘t"’5‘r“oT§z;"FE'“5.l>oerd 200 sailors and petty officers. The per- 
sonnel difided itself into groups according to its rank and specialty, 
silently and with discipline end waited for orders. They were led 
to their various stations and ordered to "break ranks", The plan 
which was carried out had obviously been prepared in advances Every 
corner of the "Z=-12" was occupied, In my place where a men could 
enter, e. Soviet sailor was tobs found. The Russians literally tool: 
over the ship from the top met to the keel. Actually there was e. 

diver examining the keel of the ship, while e. seamen perched on the 
top of the foremost and started to turn wheels and valves and to 
operate levers and reostats with irresponsible GUTiO§1tyc Such s, 

procedure could have caused. serious accidents, especiellyin regard 
to the electrical equipment since the power was on. Lt. Comdrc 
IIISVICENKD was notified ofihis, but he merely replied that the men 
knew whet they were to dflo V 

The emmnition and torpedoes were unloaded in the meantime. Almost 
immediately the mirror of the signal projector was cracked by the 
sailors who had lit it and then opened it without waiting for it to 
cool Offe 5- torpedo fell into one of the crafts below from a height 
of 50 ems damaging its direction fins, 

The diver brought up adece of cable which he had found twisted 
around one oi‘ the propeller b18.d8Qc The Soviet officer asked for 
an explanation thinking that it was an act of sabotage and it was 
necessary to explain that it was of no consequence at B110 

During; the early part of the efternoon the "Z-12" was taken to its 
pier with the eid of two large American built tugs, the "Jupiter" and 
the "Iren"@ Although the fore tug was advised that one anchor had 
not yet been raised, it moved off with e. greet force, causing the 
chain to break» After this incident the Russians eacardned the other 
chain, link by 1%,, The movement of the ship from the harbor to the 
pier took five 110‘U.1‘So 
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On 23 January the work of turning over the rest of the equipment continuous The last thing to be none was the signing over of ownership, This took place that evening in the quarters of the Commander, Shortly after the" Italian crew went ashore on the tug "Jupiter" thich took it to piers There two cars picked up the officers, two busses picked up the crew, und a truck picked up the baggage“ Everyone was driven to the Hotel London where dinner had been preporedo 
The Port of Odessa: ghen seen from the sou, the Port of Odessa seems _.mu“__m_m~._l.i,. 

‘ _ _ _ a_ _ 

to be in goon oroer one all tne mec 1 "cal equipment seems to be ofiic1ont¢ - 
». “'3 5HPlflL th@ twfl Qa;5 [rrTh¥n?in5the port, no cranes were seen functioning and none or t1e numerous ships anchored in the port loaded or unloaced anything“ The reason was that the 21st and 22nd of January were not working days because it was the anniversary of the death of Lenine ‘ 

All merchant ships flew their flags at half nests No one worked on the 23rd because it es Sunday, 

chem the cocks and piers were observed more carefully and at close range, it could be seen that they were seriously damaged during the our and have since been repaired just enouyh to permit their being usedo 
The piers and the entire port area are serviced by railroad trucks but the railroad network of the port is sufficient only for normal embarking and oebsrking trsffico nlmost all the trsckage/efibedoed in the pave» ment so that the free movement of other vehicles is possibleg 
The piers are equipped with mobile cranes, about four to a piers Their estimated capacity is about ten tonsq The piers of the new port and of the transit port have two cranes with o double jointed arm about twice the tonnage of the first mentioned” A total of about 20 cranes were counteds 

The port lacks warehouses, sheds and roofed platforms to receive goods“ It was observed that all the incoming and outgoing freight was piled up in the open along the roads at the mercy of the weathero There are a few smell sheds which can only accomodate small lots of goons” The rouds of the port area are paved with granite blocks similar to those used for the city streetsg lhe merchandise seen piled on the piers seem'dto be intended for the armed forcesl It consisted mostly of unfinished wooden cases 3 xi x 1 meters. Large spools about one meter in diameter of the kind used for electric cables were observed packed in wooden cases, About fifty new trucks were seeno These were grouped in lots of six or seven and bore no plates or lettering of any kind“ 
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In the port were anchored about ten ships varying from 5,000 to 10,000 
tons and about 30 smaller croft of about l$OOO tons each_ Only one ship 
over l2gOCO tons was seen, passenger ship "S S; Ukraine"< The vessel 
was white and appeared well kept; All the ships in the port were flying 
the soviet flag; Almost ails especially the large ones; seemed well 
kept and newly paintedt

0 

he eguipment indicating the presence of ships under construction was 
seen in the shipyard ureau however, floating docks which could accomodate 
ships over 10,000 tons were noted“ No work is in progress in the port 
on new structures or in.the repair of those parts of the pier which still 
show the effects of destruction caused by the watt 

The entrance to the port is controlled by armed guurdee "ithin the port 
urea there are several sentry boxes which are linked by telephono\with 
larger buildings in which are unarmed guard personnel“

i 

Lote at ni¢ht mnny"women were noted in the interior of the port“ To» 
gether with some men they were unloaning e freight curfi Other women 
carrying the luterns were doing railroad works 

Besides the destroyen "Oghnevoi", an auxiliary ship of the Ituliun "Del~ 
.muzia" type was also seen in the port. It had two 100 mm guns located on 
the forecustel and on the sterni A German motor boat (motozsttera) was 
uocked st the landing pier” It seemed stripped and practically abandonedc 
hearby was a smell tunkerq no other military craft were observedu 

The port lights and beacons function regularly. On the route Lo the 
approach to the roadsted, about lh miles from Fontena Cape is o light 
buoy with two vertical lights; The upper light is white ano is filed; 
the loner one is oiviueu into two sections; it shines green towards 
port and red seaward» 

§§§¥;igéthe;§gt3l London: The Italian personnel stayed at the Hotel 
Lonuon £rom.the evening of the 23rd to the evening of the Zhth then the“ 
left Odessa“ Only three officers were assigned rooms with one bed; the 
others were assigned to rooms with two, three, four, five and six beuso 
The heels served were of fair quality; wholewheat bread was servedi The 
evening they arrived, the Italians were invited to the theater to see a performance of the opera, "Rigoletto"§ The following day they were in— 
vit ed to visit the huseum of the uefense of Odessa,.the House of the 
Pioneers, one the Officers’ Club to attend a vocal and instrumental con- 
cert organized for the occasions The main.course of the luncheon offered 
by the Russians on 2A January was mutton" A 

Egg Citxmggmgdesegz The general impression which the city of Odessa gives is that of u city without life and without movement“ The houses damaged by the war have not been repairedt The sioe streets are neglected, The stores are not well kept» The store windows show little merchunui o one what there is, is of inferior qualityfi For example, only one watch store was seen; the window was completely empty and only repairs were made, The few private stores which exist deal in hunting eguipment, 
antiques, croquery and china, and fursa All other merchandise is fur~ 
nished exclusively by the large state owned stares which are the only ones which have u Llourishing look and which have large supplies of 
goousfl These stores are few and are therefore always CPQWQ§do 
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Ehe prices oven in the state~owned stores are very high at the Itclicn 
exchance of l "ub1e to ll5 lirev The followinw are some of the prices; /2 - ___’ _ -.. > g___ 

-A 
‘ _ 

w n0nmn“$ shoes of a very poor grade of leather ~.~,e A52 rubles 
~ ~umon'$ cloth shoes ,,,$@.,..-.........q......... 3 LO rubles 
~ czaio receivin; set, very old mouel ?%HhWivdaG§I4 lO0 rubles 
w Quit materiel, very coarse, per meter ¥€§u0p§w¢9% 160 rubles 
» email woocen box with very 5imyl$ workmanship t,“ 268 rubles 
W Mcn*e linen pajama 04"ve9fln§ .~;........,u.=..n,¢ 268 rubles 
~ Saloai, per kilO\ba¢d¢2WhOflIu~#an»?FQnu§ifllVW¢§@: 60 rubles 
M Lemon soda, two glass bottle, of inferior gradee, 9 rubles 
M Beer, a Q liter bottle, of inferior grace >,@¢.@¢ rubles 
~ Uhocolate, a 5 x 10 cm bar a,,.”¢».@.c.»,¢.*~,.,» rubles 
~ L roll oi about 100 grams with two thin alicea 

of ualaqi &,.§.~‘¢~¢.» 5k2D rubles 
~ Une pack of 25 Russian cigarettes »,.,,...»*»..~ 9 rubles 
»= One ;_'_']_&s:s oi’ @.,~.§...._,.@~ (L75 rubles 

H 
Pi»

V

I

M -Q 
\,\§ 

Small businesses are tolerated“ In the streets gush»carts which sold 
sweets, cookies, and cigarettes were encountered- 

ihe buildings of the upper pert of the city are fairly attractive one in 
good condition“ No modern style buildings were seen“ This indicates that 
for many years no new buildings have gone up end no old ones have been 
remodeled- The meta streets are fairly well kept, but electvicity is 
scarce and street lights are not sufficient for normal trafficé flhct 
little traffic there is disappears completely as soon as it gets dark 
giving the city a sad and deserted lookg To have an idea of the picture 
of solitude and sadness which the city of Odeséngives at night, it 
must be realizeo that there is not one coffee shop toeriive the streets 
with its lights and its customers“ 

P-'3 H. rd There are few trolley car: and busses. ese conveyances are very old 
and always crowded and have women ticket collectors; People f;;m long 
queues at the windows of the central post office“ Mail to foreign countriea 
cannot be placed in an oroinary letter box, but must be handed in at c 
special windoufi 

It was noted with amazement that during the whole tim%:::::::::::::::::] 
was in Odessa he saw only one bicycle, one old horse-drown carriage, and 

Sosw urthodox Churches were noted to be open to the publict The only two 
Catholic Churches, the French Church of Sta Peter and the Italian fihurch 
were closedfi Some members of the Italian crew on their way back visited 
the large Uuc.olic Church in Iasi, the first numanian city after crossiq; 
the fiussian boruerfl The local Bishop asked them if they could give him 
infonmction regarding the Italian priest of the church in Odessaw He was 
givgh a nogative reply; He bcg;od members of the crew to ask the next 
fifiansfer group to inguire into this matter because he had not received 
coy news from the Italian priest of the Odessa Chruch in three yearsm 

' 

(b)( ) 

(b)( ) 
('Q@ 
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Lith the exception of the families of officers and of government employees 
the people of Odessa dress very shobbilyc Many persons of ell egos one 
of both sexes were seen literally in rags and looking undernouriehedu The 
total external impression is that most of the people lead very drab mono~ 
tonous livesa The Italians were soon noted and become the sdqeots of 
lively curiosity and interests 

Builgiggsggisitedz The following builoingo were visited: 

~ The Odessa General Commend - The fiuseum of the Befense of Odessa 
e The Building of the Pinoeer - The Officers‘ Club 
e The Hotel London (Inturist) ~ The Opera HOu5€a 
The Udessa General Commend is located in a buildinfi near the ports It 
is in line with the gmbrosovski pier” The buileing is low, ancient, 
looks turreted like a Gastl@@ it has pointed arches in e Gotni¢~1igo 
style“ It has only one upper storey. The office of the Comnanoer, 
Vice “omiral HOVIKOFF is on this floor“ It is reached by e wide stair~ 
way; then one goes through e large hell with parquet floors“ The wolls' 
are whitexashedt Upposite the windows there is a niche with n bust of ' 

otslinu The wide entrance to the hall is oecorated by two pairs of 
snort spirslleo columns of dork stone“ Their capitals eupgort the 
pointed arches of the ceiling giving the room.the characteristic look 
of the interior of old Russia“ It was evident that evorgthinb was kept 
meticulously clean, Near the door to the ndmiral*s office was a desk 
used by the officer on dutyq Facing him was the sentinel who always 
kept o dignified bearings The office of the ndmirel was furnished 
normollys On the wnllbehinm his desk was n hubs painting of Stalin, 
The rooms on.the lower storey were used by the sentinels and for 
various officesu .

/ 

The Gdesso Auoeumo could not state where the museum is wk“ v —;7_-l—*?1‘&"‘ _“"T"'Il?—I ‘IQ 
. ‘ . located“ lne mnsoum.compr1ses oi two rooms on the lower floor one 

six.or seven on the upper floori It is well kepth All the rooms have 
soft red carpets» In it has been collected materiel on the defense 
of Odessa; extracts Jrom newspapers, illustrative mops, phOt0gr&phS 
of men and of generals, letters written by those who died, notes, 4 

personal means, arms and uniforms taken from the uermans and Rwnanions, 
captured enemy equipment, large pastel paintings snowing incidents of 
the battle which place the Russians in s heroic light, mouels of ornorcd . 

mohm,amim»firUh lwmyflfimjhlflwnmmmmaimstoshmzflwinfid- 
libility of qtslin; the superior ability of the nussian generals; the 
heroism, courage, and spirit of sacrifice of the Russians; and the criminal ' 

spirit of the Germonse A director of the museum accompanied the visitors” 
A youth of 17 acted as interpretera The interpreter translated the fol~ 
lowing initial explanation of.the director: "The war was unleashed by 
the Germans, but those who permitted the fulfillment of the program were 

capitalist nations 1.e., ongleno, France and nmerice, which furnished 
Eermnny the money necessary to reconstruct Germenyfs heavy inoustryu"

/ 
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ihe nu;:eum'.=: director explained the falil of ....essa as c prime strategic 
evante He Stated, "France fell in only 35 .sys, whereas to take just 
Qucsss it took the Germans 68 days: It can be safely stated thntfimis 
German lightning war became u myth," fiany photographs were shown which 
illustrated how many plants were transformed from.pcace production to 
war production at the beginning of the seine. ihese changes permitted 
the construction of ermorcd.rcilway cars and locomotives“ The director 
dwelt long on this subject to praise the spirit of sacrifice and the 
ability of the Soviet workers of Odessas 

The Building of the Pioneers“ Here boys from 7 to in years of age are 
educated“ »nt present 1,100 children are enrolled in the school» Gnly about 20 were present when the school was visited” The principal who . accompanied the Italians on c tour of the school exylained that all the children were taking out~of~doors physical training in s place for from the school because the school oid not yet have a gymnasium. The principal stated through the interpreter, "The school of the Pioneers was founded ' 

by those who gave the best of their energies to achieve the Soviet insoles flow they ;ether here two or three times u week and decide on the pro;rans 
for instructive trips which the children must take, They thus visit the 
port, the various plants, and so-forth“ The main purpose of the school 
of the pioneers is to guide the very young on the paths of science in 
accordance with the teachings of the leaders Lenin end Stalin"Q At the 
entrance of the building is a large hall usou as e cloak-rooms All the 
halls are spacious and tastefully decorated“ There are the.followin5 
halls,‘ - 

I-125.3. K» /irts ems‘. llell. m necreetion hell Q teeters hell ~ Homework unn leading Room e iinctrotechnicnl Ks » nviution Qodel Hall ~ Lancing School Hell 
~ Pioneer (Boy scout) Hall ~ Hell for the ;xaltation of the Lenders 

5:1 §-at» 

All the hells have many flags and many busts and very large paintin;s of ienin one stnlinn In tho "Hall for the ixaltotion of the Leaders" there were s
‘ 

series of yhotouraphs illustrating the lipe of btslin and Lcnino 0n the tell was e quotation attributed to Lenin qhich translated states, "Only through 1 specialization can the roads of science be taken, this being the definite end only scope of th.Soviet State, and for this it is necessary to study, stufig' and fitudy"s Various exhibits of artistic work and craftsmanship, all done " 
the students, were shown? These included water colors, drawings, emhroioeriesfi uud8lS of sail ships, war ships and merchant ships, radio sets, one so on; ? The f w children present wore lonfi trousers of different colors, white shittsn uno n rec kerchief uround the neckn 

. g - 

5*‘ 

- The Officers" Club (Gffizier Don} was very unprctentiousq The clock room is built in the space under a staircases The tables were of the lute ei;ht»‘ 
. , . . "E" ‘ eenth contvystyle. The clue use s smell bur which socmeotnstennorssg 3EP1$gQ» mento The club has a room used to show novices It has a stage lith hustsofi Stalin at the sides and zfid fiagso on the walls ore numerous pfflpugxnfia inscriptionso The program prepared Eor the lteiiune consisted of e chourse and Russian bsllotst The pwogrsn opcnee with s "fiong to Stslin"e liter the PP°Sram c technicolor film entitled "inc Life of Qitcsiurin" use shohnn The . film praised the patriotic love of the distinguished botanist who turned cums the large offers mode by omericsn capitalists who wanted him.to no to nneries, 
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The Hotel London (Inturist) is _a large building. on one oi‘ the most beautiful streets in Odessa. It is one of the old hotels of the city formerly patronized by wealthy tou1‘i8‘b_5__§{l(1_._i;.raveller§» 
_ “It is a_ first p class hotel which can be compared to'those of the vn__n_;j_or European’ clties.p'E Clients must be very rare ‘because no civilians were noticed arouhcftne hotel. It was observed that when the Italians arrived three or four different civilians were seen going up and down with the same suitcase which was evidently being passed on from one person to the other to give the appearance of a movement of clients which actually did not exist. In the lobby of the hotel there was a policeman permanently on duty» There were also other persons in civilian clohtes who tried to appear indifferent to the presence of the Italians, but who in- 

variably followed them whenever anyone of them seemed about to go out to visit the city, Many members of the Italian crow noted that during their absence their baggage was searched, 

The Operaflouee. This is an old, famous theater» It has not been 
damaged by the war, and its luxurious interior has remained intact» The audience which attended the showing of "Rigoletto" seen by the Italians, was notipnumerous. It consisted mostly of officers and their 
fa-milies. The ?lfl¢1.is_B fwore afternoon dresses. None of them wore gold 
or jewelry. The orchestra was smll, but the singers were excellent- The people were crowded in the gallery. During the intermissions the 
Italian officers were approached by a Russian officer who spoke fair 
Italian. Whenhe was asked how he happened to know Italian, he replied 
that he was oi‘ Albanian origin and that he was in Odessa together with 
other Albanian and Polish officers who were frequenting"!-the Military 
AG8.d6Z1'lyo 

Marks and _l_e_tte_rin_g_ on vehicles, As previously stated, very few auto- mm‘: z-in@1'=:=ru6i?a"+;-:61-e ob?§er‘\'r'5'd circulating on the streets oi‘ Odessae 
Almost all vehicles were American made. This can be stated with certainty 
because the blue color of the hood and the letters "U.S .5." above the serial number were noted. Some vehicles were of German make. This was ascertained 
by the presence of the two wings with the letter "K" on the radiators Two 
Italian cars, an Aprilia and a Topolino, were noted. All Russian trucks 
have painted in white on the sides and on the rear two sets of two numbers 
each preceded by the letters shown in the diagram attached. For trucks 
the first two numbers 'we usually between 20 and 40, for automobiles between 00 and 05» One truck was seen w ith 01 for the first two pairs oi‘ numbers, 
Navy vehicles generally have give numbers proceeded by the letter "D " 
(initial letter of i‘lot?)¢ This is followed by a number and than two pairs 
of numberss, for eocample: " 

=- E 9 - 4'7 =- 90 (sseen on an automobile of the Naval Command) 
Q D 2 ~= 38 -=- 89 (license plate of a jeep with military personnel). 

Only one automobile of a completely unknovm model and trade mark was B66110 
This automobile was believed to be Russians In Bucharest = very many Ameri- 
can automobiles were seen, all belonging to the top Soviet 83L1'bhOl'1'bi6So 
The cars were all very new and included Lincolns, De Sotos, Oldsmobiles and 
FOE'dBo 
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Qeparture1fro@_Qdessa: Lute on the evening of 2h January the Italian crew 
boarded two busses which took it to the railroad station whence it started 
its return tripo The Odessa station was practically desertedo At the entrance 
was a gate where customs officials, men and.women, in uniform were on duty, 
The Odessa station has no roofo There were few passengers on the trainq It 
seems that in order to travel in Russia one needs not only a ticket, but also 
a permit from the authorities of the city of residenceo The train consisted 
of 15 care, each of which has about half of the capacity of an Italian pas» \ 

senger care The trains are old, but are equipped for long trips in cold 
climates, They have double winflons and bunks for everyone“ There are three 
different olasseso Third class passengers sleep on wood“ Second class pas~ 
sengers sleep on a horsehair mattress and are provided bedding and towelse 
Those in the first class sloop on a wool mattress and are provided with 
bedding and a towel“ There is u worker who hands out the bedding and takes 
care of the cleaningfl The Italian car was the last on the train“ In the 
rear of the car there was a policeman armed with a gun who left the train 
at the Rumnnian fronticr¢ During one stop at early dawn three policemen armed 
with submachine guns were seen on the traino They took a peasant woman off 
the train and accompanied her to the guard posto Along the route some villages 
were seen“ These consisted of about a hundred huts with thatched roofsp None 
of them had electric powcrc Houses are few and the country is desertedo The 
roads which could be seen were little more than pathso On the way to the nu» 
mnian frontier no motorised vehicles were seen from the'train, but only a few 
horse or oxen drawn cartso 

Qgghgnia Lt the frontier tho Soviet police examined the travel documents 
hastily because Ltg Comdrn PhSKO and the interpreter UaLnKOV were present. 
The Italians were informed that they had to spend all the rubles they had in 
their possession because they could not take them across the borderv The 
buffet at the station sold tea, chocolate, sweets, cheese, rolls and other 
things; but at absolutely prohibitive priceso . 

Jesi: At the Jasi station the representativeiof the Italian diplomaticfdelegetion 
to Rumania were waiting for the crewb Hro FORGQNINI, Italian Vice Consul at 
Jasi offered lunch at a restaurante ‘Present were thafiusnian Consul at Jasi; 
Lto Comdro SCEVZOV, Attache of the Soviet dmbassy in Romania, who accompanied 
the Italians to Bucharest; and Constantin SUCACIU, Inspector of the Rumanian 
Railways, who indicated that he had much sympathy for the Italian people, 

Vice Consul FORGAHINI has been living in Rumania for many yearsp he stressed 
the present squallor of the country in comparison to its W€Llth of formerd 
»daysg he pointed out that all the old and beautiful sflbres have been forced 
to shut down leaving the city looking very drab“ After the wealthier classes 
were deprived of all their oossessions. the level of living boson to fall off 
and°the people loot their gaioty and serenity“ “ages today are lower 226R 
ore-war whereas the cost of living has risen sharPly= A worker earns -~ 

ioi Q day (a lei is worth two lire), but the prices in the stores are about 
zigublo th-'3;:e of Italy‘, 

_

' 
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The Italian personnel mot two old Italian workers who have been living in 
Sonnnio for mnny yearso They stated that the prison of Jesi is crowded with 
professors, students, and people who try to oppose the present regimes ‘The 
otstewounership of industry is almost completes Only tobacco vendors and 
onrhers are still permitted to exercise their business freelyq The Italians 
snore told that large number of partisans are hiding in the mountains and 
that all hope for on external intervention in order to hold on the countryo 

Buchggggti There is plenty of movement in this city, but it is still inferior Eguwhot it normally waso This city, as Jasi, is decorated with large red 
streamers praising the Romanian Peoples Governments nhBP€V€P possible large 

pictures of Lenin and Stalin have been placedn The few stores which are still ‘open are bursa The owners find themselves in the grave dilemma of finding 
money to pay the taxes which are for above their reach, or to go to jails 

The personnel of the Italian Legation reported that one of the most luxurious 
villas in'Buchorest, located in the Giano Pork, belongs to Hcna Giulisno 
BAJEEHHQ the Italian Communist Deputyt Both he and his brother frequently 
visit Bucharest where they both are in contact with the Cominformfi _ 

The workers of the Bucharest city are obliged to report to work half an hour 
before their work dsy begins to listen to the reading and comments of pol~ 
iticai articles which appear on the Commnist pressg Occasionally at the 
end of the explanation they are questioneds fishy members of the Italian crew 
received in Bucharest confirmation of whet they had been told at Jasi regard» 
ing Romanian conditionsn Boron SBAMMAQOA, Italian Minister to Rumania, 
accompanied the crew to the stationu The Russian Naval Attache; Coptg PEEBE@FF, 
and the Russian Assistant Naval Attache, SLEVZOV, were st the station to see 
the Italians Offs 

§Qe:§;ggiWgpQ_§lgg§§ipoil_Rg§igg£iggs Beyond Brazi it was noted that the oil 
refineries are in full operationq Morkers were seen working along the railroad 
tracks guarded by two armed mena Bony tank cars were standing along the trackss 
In the Ploesti zone the derrichs are in full operations 

The train personnel of the Romanian railroad had at first mistaken the Italians 
for Russians and had acted with hostile indifferenoeo when it learned that 
the passengers were Italians, the train personnel tried to show its s;mpsthy 
in every possible way“ A member of the Italian crew asked a Rumsnion trninmnn 
why he showed so much lining for the Italians when he hes s member of the Com» 
munist Portyo The numnian replied that he had to have a Party card to work end to live? but that he Q€SpiS6d the Communist Partya To make certain that his meaning was understood he took out his membership card and with eloquent gestures compared it to s piece of toilet paper, finally he imitated the gesture of spitting on it a couple of timesg A 

I

' 
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Budapest: The stop in Budapest was very briefo The Italians got a bare glimpse of the city on their way to a restaurant where Minister BEhZ0hI offered lunch 2 

to the officerso Lespite the new form of government, the city still retains the apoeerance of a testern cityc Slogans, red flags, and pictures and busts of Stalin and Lenin were observed in the windows, hut in smaller quantities than 
in Romanian Durinn the journey from Bucharest to Budapest the Soviet authorities did not fail to provide the Italians with an escort of two soldiersc These two howeverfi managed to disappear for the duration of the trip and to reappear at the arrival in Budapesto 
Viengai In Vienna the Soviet authorities gave the Italians one hour and a half to give them a chance to cat at thrrestaurant at the stationn at 230 hours the crew boarded the train again and was transferred to the South station where it spent the night in the trainu The following morning the final control by the Soviet authorities took place on leaving the Soviet some of nustria; It was followed by a very rapid examination by the nustrians who replaced the British in this functionl 

Klaghenfurti The Italian Consul was at the statienu He had been sent by the Italian Legation in Viennao He had ordered a hot lunch for the entire crown This was served on the train by waiters since the train was stopping only for a snort time.»
. 

Tarvisie: At about 2000 hours on 28 January, the Italian crew arrived in Italy and entrained for La Speziae ~ 

[W lhe armed Forces: It was observed that the members of the Soviet armed Forces are very well dressed and equippedo It is evident that military personnel, especially officers, belong to a privileged classg Formal discipline is very remarkableq It is probably maintained by severe regulationso The general l£$m8SSiOfl was that personal ability and training are not outstandingo 
gieogllanegugigpidentgz The day following the arrival of the "Z—l2" in Odessa, the Italian commander of the ship had to send a telegram to the Italian delegation in Bucharesto Therefore permission was requested from the soviet authorities to send ashore the second deck officer, h/0 nSTARITA¢ Permission was grantedo ASTAHITA was accompanied ashore by four officerso after a brief stop at a sentinel box he was picked up by a jeep with six armed soleierso he was driven to the General Headquarters rather than to the telegraph office. ht the Naval Headquarters he was informed that the

, telegram would be translated into Russian and sent free of charge to its
l 

dGStlfl&ii0He ASTARITA was re~accompanied to the pier in the same jeep and taken back on board the ship» 

Soviet 2nd Lt“-PARODIN boarded the ship together with the customs officials and sadhiation officers before the "Z-12" entered ports PORODIN had lived many years in Paris and spoke French fluently» He showed sympathy for the Italians when he was alone with them” He spoke frankly on political sabjectso it the invitation of the cook, he told a Communist member of the crew that he was Russian, but not _Communist and that Russia has 200 million people of w.om only five million are Communistsn 'He also stated that in Russia there is no unemployment because the work is divided into work shifts, but 15$ cf. the workers attend their hark shifts without working, After that POEOUIN was not seen agains 
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SOURKHnREV Peter, Russian specialist who boarded the "Z—l2" was assigned to 
load water and korosine on board“ He oomonstratod to his s porvisor, 
Jngine piroctor oUUlIN3, that he did not gnow where the tank Openings were 
locatedu For this he was punished_uith two months imprisonment“ 

During the showing of the film, “The Life of hitciurin" at the Soviet Officers 
Club of Udessa, Comdrs FABRILIO asked a young lady who was translating for him 
the dussian dialogue into nnglish, why the women shown on the screen did such 
heavy work as transplanting treoso The young lady replied in a whisper with 
ill oonceoled bitterness and veiled irony, "Do not forget that here we are in 
Russia"s 

hny officers and soldiers were noted in Odessa, but it was not possible to 
wbtain any approximate figures on their total numbers 

Lt, Comdrs SCEVZOV told Comdrn FABRIZIO that a new recently established, 
train makes it possible to go from Moscow to Vladivostok on the Trans~ 
Siberian railroad in only 12 daysg 

SCLVZOV also stated that the Russian Naval Academy is in Leningrad“ The 
students frequent the school for four years to achieve the rank of 
iinsigns

_ 

The treatment of the Italians by the Soviethauthoritiee as shown in this 
report, indicates that they did everything to leave every Italian member 
of the crew with n good impression“ 

nlmost the entire Italian crew was very much amazed by the vision of 
Comunism in Russia as it really is. Each member of the crew spontaneously 
stated to compare the theories preached by Gommnist propaganda in ItaLy. 
with what they saw of Communist achievements after 30 years of absolute 
Power, The visit to a Russinn'city, and not\a minor city either, did not 
substantiate in the least the preachings of Italian Communist propaganda,= 
the_impression was such that each one felt a sense of relief at re-enterin 
Italy¢~ The vision of Romania which only n few years ago was so rich and 
flourishing, end which has entered recently within the Communist orbit, 
showed very clear evidence that the arrival of Communist domination marks 
o crude regression in the spiritual and material spheres“ 

Report on the Transfer at the Port of Valono of the "fimll" (Former "Giulio 
Gesare") to the UuS~3» R0, 3 February 1959“ 

7h» The "Zell" left Augusta at 1000 hours on 2 February and by 1100 hours she 
was out of the portn it 9:15 aomo, on 3 February, when the ship was 8 
miles from Point A,, the Russian auxiliary "Fiolent" was sighted: The 
"iell" followed the source of the tanker at ?oint An at 1000 hours and by 
1230 hours she lay anchored at a point marked by a patrol vessel of the 
Albanian Navy, a little more towards the land than it had been arranged, 
at s point where the depth of the sea was 30 meterss Contacts by radio 
with the pilot-boat were effected after the enohango of optical signals 
(tho various attempts at establishing contacts during the night and the ~ 

first hours of the morning in order to communicate the hour of arrival 
had been fruitless),“ The signals between the two ships, for the trans~ 
mission of information on the speed, depth of the sea. etcg, were efleotod 
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oy means of projectors actioned by Russian signalmeno The "Fiolent" is’ an auxiliary ship of the Soviet merchant marine (blue pennon with a white square on the upper left corner, with the hammer and sickle in reds) Gross tonnage: about 1000 tons, equipped with Diesel.motors; speed kept during the safety course: ll knots; military crewo 
V ; 

it about 1300 hours by means of a tugboat, o scout vessel and several Albanian fishing motor~vessels, the Russian crew, consisting of about 600 men, including officers and HCOs, boarded the "Z-ll", These Russians belonged to the Block See fleet("Ciornomorski Firm"), and were under the commend of Gupta Boris B3LuIEV° Soon after their arrival the Russians took over the Shipq They seemed particularly concerned at making sure that no acts of sabotage had been committed, rather than getting acguointed with the various parts of the ship and relative scrviceso Since no authorization had been requested for the embarkation of the Russian crew, the Italian commander did not find suitable accommodation for then, so that during the first night they slept as best as thy could on the bridges and decks, The Officers slept in the cabin? occupied by their colleagues who had token possession of the ship at nugustau On the some evening of their arrival on hoard the ship, the Russians inspected minutely the chains of the anchors . end as many parts of the_ship as time would allows
. 

The handing over of the materials on board the ship was effected without greet cifficulty, The inspection of the materials was on the whole carried out superficially, evidently because of the assurances given by the Russian personnel embarked at nugusta who guaranteed the complete efficiency of all the installationsi The dosages caused by the sea were duly registeredc Items were found missing, such as msttresses, blankets, sheets, etco, and a list of them was made and signed by Commander UOLARO, for the Italian government, and Commander BhLnIEV for tn dussian authorities, 
The Russians were very reserved, even when they talked among themselves, and their attitude gave no cause for complaint, “hen they spoke of their country or of the Russian Navy, they never entered into any detail; they also avoided any discussion on political.affairs" They often mentioned, however, the desire of all the Russians for peace, often adding that they hoped that relations between Russia and Italy, and also between Russia and ell the outside world, will be cordioln nccording to the statements of some Russian technicians, as soon as the Italian ships will reach their destination in Russia, they would undergo repairs and adjustment, for which it is hoped that the Russian technicians will have the collaboration of Italian expertse 

The Russian technicians embarked at Augusta were all officers and NCOs destined to become part of the crew, with the exception of the interpreter who was an engineer in the railways ad a certain DJURIN, who was believed to be on board to keep the technicians under surveillance, and who, in any case, was a representative of some political organization rather than 3
4 

.member of the Armed Forces» 
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This group got on very well with the Italian personnel, for whom they showed great sympsthyo In spite of the fact that they knew that relhtions between the Italian commander and the Russian commander, BELAIEV who had succeeded Commander ZIEOVIQV after the latter“s death at Augusta, were very strained, on their arrival at Vslona the Russian crew ombarhedat hugusta continued to show their friendly feelings towards all the Italians and to the Italian Commander in particular, and sometimes clearly indicated that they did not approve the attitude of their superior officerso In particular the inter- preter, speaking to the Italian Commander after an interview between the latter and Commander BSLAIQV, said that he perfectly understood the ltdlianis point of view, and the unpleasant situation would not have occured if Juri KOSTnLTIh0VICH (iaeuy Commander £IUOVI£V) had been alive, making sums that nobody could hosr hing the interpreter ended by saying Commander EJLLIQV had shown little tact and diplomatic sense, After uttering these words, the interpreter again looked around to be sure that nobody over- heard his words, and left hurriedly with s frightened expression on his faces 

The Russians embarked at Augusto and adapted themselves perfectly to the living conditions of the Italians, and showed their pleasure at mining with them, They gave the impression somehow that they were not terribly keen at the idea of-having to return to live according to the Soviet systems They looked rather depressed, as people for whom s pleasant period of their lives iidefinitely closed, in spite of their assertions that they/were anxious to return home and be with their families againo (It is worth noting that of tho A6 Russians embarked at Augusta, there was not one bechclorg From the time they had left Russia, they had no chance of corresponding with their own people at homeo) 
The Russians seemd to appreciate the quality of the Italian food served on hoordshipv 0n the day following the arrival of the ship at Velona, they ate at the Italian messroom, and partook of the Italian food with the

I exception of the wine, the serving of which is forbidden on Russian shios~ 
rho Russian crew which was embarked at Valons, had arrived from Russia

’ 

on board a ship_probobly the "Ukraine", and had remained ashore at the Albanian capital, pending the arrival of the "Z=ll", The Italian Commander topether with-other Italians, was very bsdly'impressed with the confusion reigning among thong and defective organization of the unite The uniforms of the sailors were well kept, although tho material employed, including that for the officers" uniforms, was of poor quality. The uniforms worn during working hours are mostly dirty and torn, and are of various shapes and color“ 

The food served at the Russian mess, although it must have been quite nourishing, judging by the healthy, strong appearance of the sailors, was certainly not appotiflinga It consisted of block bread (mane of shoot, rye and other cereals and ingredients which were difficult to identify) e thick soup of legumes, testing horribly, and some canned meatt For breokfast they were given some black bread with e ther a little sugar or o little buttero In.the way of drinks only too and water were serveda The Italian crew noticed that among the foodstuffs loaded on board the ship, there was a considerable Quantity of conned “cod of nmerican make“ , 
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Several elements among the nussian crew showed considerable technical knowledge, so much so that in a short time they were able to carry out all the duties on board the ship, Some deficient aspects of their preparedness was noticed by the irrational manner in which they carried out the inspection of the various servicesn On more than one occasion the Italians had to call the interpreter in order to tell the sailors not to open certain valves, or else not to smoke near the fuel tankso 
As already stated in this report, the various inspections carried out by the Russian technicians seemed to be done more with a view of ascertain~ ing whether there had been any attempt to sabotage the vessel, than to becoming aceuainted with the machinery and materials“ During one of these visits on board an Italian submarine, the Russians requested that th safe in the cabin of the commander should be openedfi Since there i 

was no hey, both the Italians and the fiussians tried to force the lock, but without success" Then the Russians decided to detach the safe from its niche, and only when after u great deal of trouble they succeeded in their work, and by shaking the safe they became convinced that there was nothing in it, did they seem sstisfieds 

As_soon as the ship was taken over by the Russians, several watertight compartments were closed by them, and the passage through certain parts of the ship interdictedu Thus, in order to go from one point of the ship to another, one was compelled to waste a long time, also because of sen“ tries posted on duty practically everywhere. The discipline in the gussian Ntvy seems based exclusively on the fear of his superior, but eviaently it is not spontaneous or felt by the sailorsv All the Russians on board, in- cluding officers of all ranks, went about as if they moved in an atmos,nere charged with mistrust and fears They spoke to the Italians only if there were no other Russians about, and stopped once as soon as they saw one approachings They were afngid of accepting anything from the ,ltalians if they were in company, but would gladily share with the Italians the Italians ration of.wine, white broad, cigarettes, if they were alonco It was noted that those Russians who at Augusta had gradually adopted a normal attitude, as soon as they mixed with their countrymen at Valon , looked - again worried and took that abstracted attitudeg 
Very few of the Russian personnel exchange any conversation with the Italians because of the difficulty of making each other under“ steeds A sailor who knew French, being a student, spoke a little with one of the Italian officers“ He complained that he had been forced to interrupt his studios because of his military service, which in the Russian Envy has a duration of six yearsfl Another Russian who spoke a little nnglish once entered Cabin» and H900 $f@in£someillTstrated magazines, asked permission ¢

I to look at them“ made nim.a present of several of them, and was rather shocked when he saw the Russian t *’ 5 up the periodicals under_his shirto 
\ 

some sailors who had been discovered by their officers while looking at some Italian illustrated magazines had the newspapers taken away from theme 

(
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The Iéelian Commander could not say when the ships would leave fine port of Velena for their oeetinntien in Hussiafi '€onnwnder BnLnl5V had tolo him.that he expected to leave in a weekls time at the mostm Sther Russian officers instead, including the interpreter, said that they believed that they would not reach Russia before the end uf Karen“ 3

. 
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The depertune from Augosta; which had been fixed for 3 Februery l9h9 had to he postponed ta the fith because of the bad'weather@ Contact with the Russinn.tanker was effected according to schedule, and by L800 hours the two ships were moored alongside the new wharf in the port of Velonae - 

§£;§g;9g§#g;§g%§ggfigggggggwQ3;§g9§g;: Relations between the Italian and Russian crews during the voyage were excellent“ Apart from the ugliness of their appearance, due to‘the badly—cut civilian clnthes they wore, the Russians behaved very well, showing punctuality in tneir arrangements, and always asking the superior officers for whatever they needed or explanations on the functioning of the machines and installations on board the submarines. As it is known, both the officers and petty officers had been chosen among those who could hem have correctly towards the Italian crewm From a plefessionel viewpoint, they seemed well acquainted with the submarine equipment, but showed toe be rather slow in learning what was told them by the Italians, and eeened to forget quickly what they had just learnedo Gradually, they beosme more friondLy towards the Italian crew, often expressing their appreciation for the manner they were being treated; they also showed nnmiration.fer the ability of the Italians, saying that they would have been glad if some Italian N0Os could have gone to Russia for a fixed period: They said that the Russian Ministry of Defense had given 
~ its approval to the enlistment of Italian military personnel, but, after making some enquiries with fine proper authorities, this proved not to be trues Nevertheless the Russian officers insisted until the-last day with the request of engaging Italian personnel, adding that.ell difw ficulties with the Russian authorities could be overcomeo 
From the attitude_of thefiussians, all the Italians, either officers or the enlisted personnel, got the impression that they were good people, rather naive in their way of talking and acting, incapable of thinking with their own brains, perhaps more suitable to be peasants than good sailors, but on the whole behayfig very wellq However these favorable impressions were destroyed as soon as the ships arrived at Valena, 3 

leaving the Italians astonished and indignantu
~ 
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The hanoinh over of the ships .ss effected in too much haste, about four hours in ello Apart from difficulties made about things of absolutely negligible importance, the Russians took over all the material without bothering to nuke accurate inspections, and no ' 

alterations W5P@£U3d€ in the invontoryfi the Russians authorities seemed solely anxious to ecu to it that no sabotage acts had been eomnittedu ' 

All the Italians got tho impression that the Russians were ready to obey even the most exacting order without any effort on their pelt 
to interpret the orders with the minimum of intelligence” The equip~ msnt of the sailors and the kind of foodstuffs distributed to the crew, seemed inferioro 

Valongi owing to the brief duration of their stny in the port of Valons, the late arrival, the route followedl which skirted Cape 
Linguotts, the fog which his completely the moorings of PasciaY»Limn and Porto Aagusa, very little information could be added regarding the conditions of the port of Vnlona under the uussisnsp lhere is no ooubt that they are absolute musters in Albania and can do what» ever they like in the port of Velona at leostfi fihe few crafts moored in the harbor (two tugbosts, and a few motor~boats and motor~lsunches), raised the nlbonian flag and were manned with Albanian crows, but they were obviously kept at the disposal of tneuussisnso In the cabin of one of the motor~lsunohes two enormous portraits of Stalin and Lenin were notedt The piers were guarded by Russian sentriesg Attempts to secure information from.two Albanian petty officers and one officer who stoofi on the pier, produced only evasive replies“ One of them, however, did say that they were better off when the Italians ruled the country 0 

The impression received by the Itelisn Commander was that the port of Vnlona has not yct been equipped properly, and that no works of appreciable importance have been carried out“ If one credits the information gathered from some Albanians, the first Russian sailors arrived st Vslona only in Hgvember l9&8n It is possible that the port even lacks a storage warehouse because some goods (including large bsrrelu. of gasoline, o field kitchen, etcq) were soon umassed on the pier unco vereq¢ ' 

Russian sailors wearing diving suits, evidently for inspecting the hulls of the two submarines were notedfl Hone of them were able to affect submersion probably boc¢u.e they were not trained for this kind of work: The diving suit consisted of a one-piece rubber dress wuich completely covered the diver, head includedt The breathing apparatus consisted of a lung sack with two cylinders of about 5 liters, set vertically, connected by :tube located at the h-i;ht o the oivens mouths The upper part of the suit had only one central lens to unable the diver to see; Four seeks containing load, applied at tho shoulders and sides of the diver, not as ballast“ 
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Saseno and most of the coast because of the conditions above indicated 
could net be observedo The Italian Commander noticed, however, that no 
works of any kind had been carried out around Punta San Gievannio in 
the port there was only the unit which had piloted the two.submarinee 
into the harbor; a small tanker of modern construction forming part pf

_ 

the Russian Mercantile Navy; it hoisted e blue pennon with a white eguene 
on its upper left cornerg decorated with the hammer and sickle‘ The 
"Emil" hoisted the flag used for the larger ships, a uhiie pennon with 
a star, and the hammer and sickle; and on the lower part, a blue stripe, 
severing ebnut one-fifth of the flagq Accordinp to the information. 
received from a Russian officer, all the armed ships of the lussian 
Navy raise the flag of the soviet Union; a red flag with a laurel 
wreath with the hammer and sickle in the center“ 
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