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A. The following information was obtained on the Russian Naval Mission
which arrived at La Spezia for the transfer of the "Z<12" (formerly(b)(1)
"Artigliere"), to the Soviet Navy. The Mission was composed of the(b)(3)
following:

a) Ivan MINCCHENICO (MIROSOHICHENKO), Chief of the Mission, =
S ’ Lt. Comdr. in the Russian
Navy.

b) Nikolai ANOFRIYEV-<(ANOPRIEV), Chief Engineer, a civilian.
¢) Aleksei (Alekei) BARANOV, lat Ofricer, Lieutenant of the

d) Ivan KACHIRIN (KACHIRINE), Officer in cha¥te of the
Artillery, Lieutenant in
the Navy. :

‘ e) Vladimir KASAKOV, Engineer, Lieutenant.
%)  Peter SOBEJL, €0, In charge of the torpedo installations.
g) Peter SURKHAREV (SCURKHAREV), NCO, Civilian engineer,
h) Ijvan GOTOIG%OVTSEV, mco; Civilian engineer. | |

1)  Pavel KULI-(KULII),iCO, Mechanic (former worker in a
Moscow factory).

J) - Gemnadi I(Ch.ennad‘i) MALAKHOV, Interprster, civilian,
e \ ' Document

k) Pavel SURIN (SOURINE), Major of the Naval Engineer NO CHA;VIGEN;,; “ﬁ;sg\oft_.

o

Corps, Engineer, arrived on 0 DECLASSIFIED

5 January 1949 to take the Clags,. CHANGED 710,

place of Nicolal ANOPRIEV, DDA Mem L
whe returned to the Russian Auth: DDA Rzgo' 7 dor 77

Fmbassy in Rome to replace Date; =28 _REG, 77/1783
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The above named arrived in Rome from Moscow by air., At lLa
Spesic they took lodgings at the Concordia Hotel, MIROY ™ -
CHIOHENKO, ANOPRIEV and the interpreter presented themselves

to the Chief of the Italian Naval General Staff, who introduced
them to Commander POLACCHINI, President of the civilian company
which temporarily had charge of the ship. On the day following
their arrival, the members of the Russian mission began the
inspection of the ship and the control of the variocus machinery
on board. During their stay at La Spezia, none of the Russians
had any contact with the local elements of the Italian
Communist Party. Nor did the local Communists make any
attempt to contact the Russians, _

The civilian and military personnel of the crew of the "Z-12"
who had for business reasons occasion of dealing with the
Russians, and the personnel of the hotel where the Russians
were staying, got an unfavorable impression of the Russians,
both on account of the poor guality of their cloth:.s and the
hard expression of their faces,

The first contacts between the Italian naval officers and

the Russians soon revealed the diffidence which the Russians
showed on all discussions dealing with technical matters, and
in particular on questions cencerning the amount of materials
which were due to the Russlians according to previous
agreements. This diffidence, however, gradually gave

way to a feeling of trust, thus creating an atmosphere

quite favorable to the mutual exchange of information.

On the other hand, the diffidence prevailing among the
Busslans themselves soon became evident. The following
episode will illustrate the feeling which existed among

them: The Italian in charge of one of the sections of

the "Z2-12" offered a glass of wine to two Russians who

were inspecting that part of the ship. Both refused,
However, as ®oon as one of the two left the section on

some errand, the other took the glass of wine and winking

at the Italian, drank the wine, The same thing happened

- whenever the Italians offered a cigarette to some Russiang

they refused if they were in the company of some of their
colleagues, but readily accepted if they were alonc,

The most loquacious among the Russians was one Pavel KULII,
who, after becoming quite friendly with an Italian sailor,
told him that he was employed in a factory in Moscow as a
special worker, with a monthly salary of 900 rubles, adding
that with that money he could keep his wife and son, but
could not poseibly buy any commodities such as clothes,
shoes, etc., becuuse of their very high cost. This same
Russian, in an outburst of sincerity, whispered to his
Italian friend: "Italy is like America." A few days

after their arrival, the members of the mission began
visiting the city, showing particular interest in the

goods displayed in the shops, A woman who knows Russian,
once heard one of the mission members say: "If on our
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return to Russia we told our friends of all of these
commodities which can be bought freely and without
ration cards, nobody would believe us." One of the
personnel of the Concordia Hotel reported that the
first purchases made by some of the Russians were
the cause of tremendous excitement among them., They
had bought watches, material for ladies’ dresses,
overcoats for men, suitcases, hats, perfumes in
large quantities, woolen blankets, rabbit furs for
collars for children's coais, several radios, an
accordion for which was paid 100,000 lire, besides
socks and stockings.

The chief of the Mission had on several occasions invited
some Italian officers to dine on board the "Z~12", but the
invitations were not accepted. When he invited the civilian
commander of the "Z-12" and was again met with a refusal, he
asked whether this was done to the aversion on the part of
the Italians to share a meal with a Russian. iiith the
sxception of Major SQURINE, the members off the Mission
showed scant knowledge of the technical aspects of the
apparatus on beard ths ship and it was evident that they
were afraid of returning to their country without a working
knovledge of the functioning of the machinery. Most of
these Russians had never been in Italy before and there

is hio deubt that the abundance of goods displayed in the
shops, the possibility of going about perfectly undisturbed
by police agents and buying all the commodities they wanted
must have made a2 great impression on them, because at the
moment of departure, several of the Russians expressed

their regret at leaving Italy.

During their stay at La Spszia the Russians behaved well and
they did not give any cause of complaints: they stayed constantly
by themselves and did not make any friends with the local population,

Ba Transfer of the "Z-12" at Odessa and Repatriation of Crew, 21 January 1949:

8.

The Biack Sea: About 70 mliles from Udessa, as was expected, the
Itussian destroyer OGHNEVOL met the "Z-12" and led it towards
Odessa at a speed of 20 miles per hour. During the voyage -

the Soviet destroyer emitted a large quantity of smoke and
stopped its engines, It is believed that one of its boilers
burned out. The OGHNEVOI stopped for about an hour during

which time it was possible to observe the ship at close distance,

a)» Estimated tonnages 1,600 to 1,800 tons,

b) Estimated caliber of armament: Two 120 mm twin

turrets; one 90

cal. gun in turret

. gbove the No. turret;
two single machine
guns with very long
barreis; two double
torpesdo tubes,
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¢) Bricge:r Of a prismatic shepe with complete naked wialls, o without
briuge wings sna with the only openings on the
bricge level,

¢) “Comtropluacia®: It is presumed that it e.ists arounc the Yorward
teleebric turret. (lio person hac been observed
on the "controplancid),

e) Telometric turrets: Two turrets ecuipped with parabolic mirror radar
with ceatral "dipol®. The fore telemetric turret
is equipped with tvwo telemeters.,

f) llasts: Only onc foremast situated to the rear of the bricg Ho
guys vere noted. From the .eft nast arm a@scenaed
a tubular aercal. This was the only antenna that
vould be seen. OUn the top of the mast there were
two bars about 70 cms long lined up with the keel
and laying parallel to each other, They were held
in place by a smell fork fastencd to the mast.

£) Lepth Charges: Emplucements for the discharging of depth bombe tere
noted. These were similar to those normally used.

h) iiine layer: The emplucement for the laying of mines was noted but
he guides were not seen in place.

i) The hull: The centr:l part was about 1.50 mcters above the sea level,
the ifull had no openings. The bow seems very short
for the forward locations of ijo, 1 turret.

3) Ceneral external appearances: The uestroyer seemed to be 1rbshlj
“ painted and in good order.

G Connunlcutlon 1 The Soviet authorities communicated the internctional call
lotters "UIPU" as the nome of the. unit which was to mect thets~12Y, Lccord-
ing to the list of nuames published by the International Office of Communicam
tions in its publication "Idicatifs dt.ppel%, edition of January 1947, pub-
lished in Bern, these call letters correspond to the Soviet ship '"Nexamo-
Jnik" and not to the destroyer "Oghnevoi®.

10, Only the international procedure was used between the vZ-12", the desiroyer,
and the land station. From the beglnning to the end of its mlssion, the
destroyer always communicated with the vadio station which ansvered to the
call of "UK.2". It is believed that this station belonged to the Kerich
radio group vihich serves only for radio communications with war vésselso

11, -hen the radio station of the "Z-12" was turned over at Odessa, aboat 12
persons were prescnt. The Soviet technicians stated that the wiring dis-

. Brams oi the Italien radic couipment were excellent, but that the transw
nitting equipment was rather dated and that the i
eculnmpnt,

inot observed zny varistions in
the tone and range of the Soviet transmissions which aight indicate they
use imnroved eulpaent, ' ‘

(b)(1)

(b)(3)
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soviet radic peacons: MNo information regarding radio bezcons in lussia
1o reported in the publication, "lomenclature des Stations des services
peciaux" published in Bern in 1946 and revised to date 30 Hovember 1943,
In the 31 ck sea, however, emissions from radio beacons were noted, It
was observed that all the old radio beacons which were known to exist up
to 1929 are now functioning. The following were actually heard:

a) .upstoris Point: Lat. 45° 09% 00" N, Loas. 33° 16% 0O g,
b) Tarthankut Cape: Lat. 45° 20t 52w N, Long. 32° 297 360 g,

In the Black Sea the reception of Italian military stations of a normul
pover is favorable. Radio iome, Taranto, and Venice were heard on a
600 meter wave with a povier of three,

srrival at Qdessa: The "Z-12M stopped at the entrdte of the port at 1900
hours on 21 Junuary 1949. 4 larpge motor boat fastened itself to the "z-12
it carrled customs officers, sanitation officers, and 2 dowen sailors and
petty officers accompanied by a liaison officer, Lt. Comd, DEVICLIKO, and
signal officers and signal men who went on the bridge.to indicate the route
Lo enter the port. actually the "z~12" followed a motor boat which pove
vriei signuals in nussian to the signal men. st about 2000 fiours, the
TA=l2" Las riding ot une or in ihe ro:coted. The Soviet lizison olfficer
asied the Itelian officers to observe the folloving resulutions:

2) Lot to use the radio stution;
b} ot tu tuke photopgraphs;

¢} ot to sezke sketehes of any kind;

.

d) Lot to take soundings:
¢} Hot to throw out parbage;
£) o keep b e I'ires banked.

Yhe licison officer was asked about ithe wmanner of :siving the aen slore
Leave.  ile replicd that it vioulu be better to “@alt for the neut day
pending Lhe final disposition oi the Port Commanc. Commanter 7,.3..1.I0
snu the eivilian commonder, Cept. B.uuCCLINT were told by the liuisen
oificer that the Port Commander, Vice .dmiral HOVIKOFF, woulw receive
them «t 2200 hours,

15 Vist to the .dairal: The lorge motor boot brou_ht the twe Italijan
E:)

officers sshore with the Soviet liaison officer, the interpreter,
Guennedi L LKiGV, and the head of the soviet lission, LIROCHIONLEKO .

The [ roup was picked up at the pler by two sutamobiles in good condition

vhich drove them to the Odessa Naval Command., They were announced in o
loud voice by the sentinel. The Italian and Russian officers were then
recelved by .dairal HOVIKOFF and his staff (Chiel of staff, Captain
KaoCrlaViai0, the Lssistant Chief of Staff vhose name is not known, and
the idjutent, Lt. Comdr, P.SKO). .fter the conventional formalities
the idmiral invited those present lo be seated,
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Through the interpreter, the Admiral requested that Comdr, FABRIZIO
that a sea test with mixed crew be carried out. The Italisn officer
refused because his orders at the time of departure specified that
he was only to tranasfer the ship at the port of Odessa, Admiral
NOVIKOFF did not insist. He offered each one a glass of cognas end
gomo apples. He toasted the health of those present und then ate

sn apple placing the left overs in an ash tray. All the other Russien
officers followed his example immediately. DBefore they left, the
Admiral informed them thst the following morning he w ould send some
specialists to take over the equipment. The officers returned aboard
thelr ship with the sams motor boat previously used.

Trensfer of the "Z-12": The following morning, 22 Januery, soms
small cral's brought aboard 200 sailors and petty officers. Ths pere
sonnel difided iteelf into groups according to its rank and specialty,
silently and with discipline end waited for orders. Thoy were led
to their verious stations and ordsred to "break ranks", Ths plan
which was carried out had cbviocusly been prepared in advance, Every
corner of the "Z-12" was occupied. In eny place where a man could
enter, a Soviet sallor was tol found. The Russians literally took
over the ship from the %top mast to the keel, Actually there was a
divey examining the keel of the ship, while a seamen perched on the
top of the foremast and sterted to turn wheels and valves and to
operabe levers and reostets with irresponsible curiosity. Such s
procedure could have caused serious accidente, especially in regard
to the electrical squipment since the power was on. Lt. Comdr.
DEVICENKO was notified ofthis, but he maz'ely roplied that the men
knew what they wers to dee

The smmunition and torpedoes were unloaded in the meantime, Almost
immediately the mirror of the sipgnal projector was cracked by the
sailors who had lit it and then opened it without waiting for it to
cool offs A torpedo Tell into one of the orsfts below from a height
of 50 ems damaging its direction fins.

The diver brought up apiecs of cable which he had found twisted
arcund one of the propeller blades. The Soviet officer asked for
an explanation thinking that {t was an act of ssbotage and it was
necossary to explain that it was of no conaeguence at all,

During the early part of the afternoom the "2~12" was taken to its
pier with the sid of two large fmerican built tugs, the " Jupiter" and
the "Iran". Although the fore tug was advised that one anchor had
not yet been raised, it moved off with a grest force, causing the
chain to bresk, Ai‘ter this ineident the Russiens examined the other
chain, link by link, The movement of the ship from the barbor to the
plor took five hours,
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On 23 Jenucry the work of turning over the rest of the euipment continued.
The last thing to be cone was the signing over of ownership, This took
place that evenin: in the quarters of the Conmander ., Shortly after the
Italian crew went ashore on the tug "Jupiter" .hich took it to picer,

There two cars picked up the officers, two busses picked up the crew,

and a truck picked up the baggage. Lveryone was driven to the Hotel
London where dinner had beon prepared,

The Port of Qdessa: .hen seen from the sca, the rort of Odessa scegs

to be in jood orger and all the mecha ical equipment seems to be efficient.
- . & <1
burin: the two da s (44444444444444h¥ﬂ?ﬁn3the port, no cranes were seepn

functioning and none of the numerous ships anchored in the port leaded or
unloaced anythinz. The reason was that the 21st and 2Z2nd of Jemuery were
not working days because it vas the anniversary of the death of Lenin.
A1l merchant ships Tlew their Ilags at hzlf wast. Ho one workeG on tha
23rd because it  as sunday

hen the docks und piers were observed mo.e carefully and at close ranre,
it could be seen that they were seriously damaged during the war and
have since been repaired Just enou_h to permit their being used,

The piers and the enbire port area are serviced by railroad trucks but
the railroad network of the port is sufficient only ior normal emburking
and uwebarking traffie. Llmost 81l the trackafe/éﬁbeddéd in the pave-

>

ment so that the free movement of other venicles is possible,

The piers are ecuipped with mobile cranes, about four to a pier. Their
estimuted capacity is about ten tons. The piers of the new port and

of the transit port have two cranes with a uouble jointed zrm about
twice the tonnage of the first mentioned, A total of about 20 cranes
were counted,

The port lacks warehouses, sheds and roofed platforms to receive goods,
It was observed that all the incoming and outgoin; freight was piled up
in the open along the roads at the mercy of the weather, There are a
few small sheds which can only asccomodate small lots of goous, The roads
of the port area are paved with grenite blocks sinmilar to those used for
the city strects. The werchandise seen piled on the piers seamw dto be
intended for the armed forces, It consisted nostly of unfinished wooden
cases 3 x1 x 1 meters, Large spools about onec meter in diameter of the
kind used for electric cables were observed packed in wooden cases,
sbout {ifty new trucks were seen. These were grouped in lets of six

or scven ond bore no plates or letterin;: of any kind,
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in the port were anchored about ten ships varyin:: [rom 5,000 to 10,000
Lons and zbout 30 swaller craft of about 1,000 tons each. Only ons ship
over 12.0C0 tons was secen, passenger ship "5.S. Ukraine". The vessel
was white and appeared well kept. A4ll the ships in the port were flyaing
the Loviel flag. sLlmost 2ll, espceinlly the large ones, seemed well
kept and neuly painted, '

lio ecvulpment indicoting the presence of ships under construction was

secn in the shipyard area, However, floating doclis which could accomodate
shiips over 10,000 tons were noted. No work is in prorress in the port

on now structures or in the repair of those parts of the pier vhich still
shouw the effects of destruclion caused by the war.

The entrance to the port is controlled by armed puards. .ithin the port
arce there are several senury bozes which ure linked by telephonchwith
larger buildings in which are unarmed cuerd personnel.

i

Late ab night muny women were noted in the imterior of the port. Tow
getner with some men they were unloading a {reipht car. Other women
carrying the luterns were doing railread work.

Busides the destroyey "Oghnevoi, an swtiliary ship of the Ituliusn "Dele
mazial type was @lso seen in the port. It had two 100 mn ;uns located on
the forecastel and on the stern., 4 German motor boat (motozattera) was
uocked at the landing pier., It seemed siripped and practically abandoned.
liearby was o snall tanker, [No other military craft were observed.,

The port lights and beacons function regularly. On the route Lo the

approach to the roadsted, about 14 nmiles from Foubsna Cape is o lijht

buoy with two vertical lishts. The upper licht is vhite anc is filed;
the lover onc is uivided into two sectionsy it shines green towurcs
nort and red secavard.,

Stay st the lotel London: The Italian personnel stayed at the {otel
London Irom the evening of the 23rd to the evenin; of the 24th whea the
Lleft QOdessa. Only three officers were assizned rooms with one bed; the
others were 2csipgned to rooms with two, three, four, five and six bedg.
The meels served were of fair suuality; wholewheat bread was served. 7The
evening they arrived, the Italians were invited to the theater to see o
performance of the opera, "Rijoletto". fThe following day they viere ine
vit ea to visit the Luseum of the Lefense of Odessa,  the flouse ol the
Pioncers, anc the Officers! Club to attend a vocal and instrucental con-
cert organized for the occasion. The moin course of the luncheon offered
by the Russians on 24 Jenuary was nutton.

The City of Gdegssas The general impression which the city of Ddessa
sives is thel of a city without life and without movement., The houses
dacased by the war have not been repaired. The sice streets are neslectod,
The stores are not well kept. The store windows show little merchanci. o
anu what there is, is of inferior quality. For examnle, only one wiebceh
store was seen; the window was completely emply and only repairs vere
made, The feu private stores which exist deal in hunting eCuipmeant,
anticues, crocuery and ching; and furs. a1l other merchandise is fup-
nished exclusively by the lurse state owned sti-es which are the culy
ones uhich have o llourishing look and which have lorrce supplics of
goous, These stores are feu and zre thereflore alviys croweed,
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The prices sven in the state-ovned stores are very high at the Itulian
exchance of 1 ruble to 115 lire., The followin: are some of the prices:

~ women’s shoes of o very poor prade of leather ..... 452 rubles
~ woneti's eloth shoes |, ......een. feerereinectaassones U0 rubles
~ wadio recelvin set, very old model ..cvevveeoes. 1,100 rubles
=~ Luit material, very course, per robsl ccsvenswens 100 rubles
=~ wall woocen box with very simule viorkmonship ... 208 rubles
v Jonts 11inen PRIAIG. ca v s areransasnnrannsaeceenss 208 rubles

~ Salal, pEr KIlO. coeue oo coroceneomasencivoavarss 60- rubles
= Lemon soda, two sloss bottle, of infoerior srade.. 2 rubles
- Beer, a 5 liter bottle, ol inferior jrawe -...... % rubles
« Lhovolabe, a 5 % 10 ¢m Dar .. evcvocrcavnrvoccnsns 27 rubles
« p 1oll of choult 100 grams with tuo thin slices
of selard covinnecoens 5.20 rubles
- ne poelt of 25 sussion cigaretbtes .. .iviavnsnanns 9 rubles
A~ 0NG £1888 O BGB ¢ i vrsncvnrranse nnsaniananacsnn G.75 rubles

Smail businesses are tolerated. 1In the streets push-carts vhich scld

sweets, cookles, and cissreties were encouantered.

ihe bulldings of the upper part of the eity are fairly attractive and in
good condition, Ho aodern style bulldings were seen, This indicates that
for mony years no now buildings have fone up und no old ones have been
remodeled.  The main streets ore foirly well kept, but clectricity is
acarce and street lights are not sufficient for normal traffic. heot
little traffic there is disappears completely as soon as it els dark
civing the city a sad and deserted look. To have an idea of the picture
of solitude und sudness which the city of Odessagives at nipht, it

sust be realizeu that there is not one coffee shop toerdive the strects
with its lishts and its customers.

There are few trolley car: and busses. These conveyances are very old
ané alvoys crowded and have women ticket collectors. People f . a long

es at the windows of the central post office, lail to forcipn countries
cunnot be pluced in an orainary letter box, bub wust be handed in ot a
special windov,

My

It was noted with amszenment thut during the whole tim%
was in Quessa he saw only one bicycle, one old horse-drawn carriage, and
hardly ag automobiles,

b

Some Urthodox Churches were noted to be open to the public., ‘the only tuo
Cuiholic Lawrehes, the rench Church of 5t. Peter and the Ttuliun Chuceh
vicre closed, Jome meabers of the Ttalian crew on their vy buck visited
the lurge Cao olic Church in Iasi, the first dumanian city after crossin:
the Hugsian boraer. The local DBishop asked them if they could give him
infogmation regording the Italian priest of the church in Odessa, lie was
glvgh a negutive reply. He beg;ed aembers of the erew to nsk the next
ﬁ@aﬂsfer croup to insuire into this matter berause he hzd not received
any news from the Italian priest of the Odessa Chruch in three years,.
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with the exceptlion of the familics of officers and of sovernment employcos

-the people of Odessa dress very shabbily. ilany porsons of all gpes anc

of both sexes were seen literally in rags and looking undernourished, The
total externzl impression is that most of the people lead very doab mono-
tonous lives., The Italions wiere soon noted and bocame the subects of
lively curiosity and interest,

Buildines visited: The follouing buildingc were visited:

- The Odessa (General Command - The iluseum of the Defense of Qdessa
= The Building of the Pinoeer =~ The Officers! Club
- The Hotel London (Inturist) - The Opera House,

The Odessa General Command is located in a building near the port. It
is in line with the .mbrosovski pier., The builaing is low, ancient,
looks turreted like a castle. 1t has poinbed arches in a Gothic~like

Kooy

style. It has only one upper storey. The office of the Comnander,

Vice _amiral UOVIHOFY is on this floor. It is reached by 2 wide stair~
ways then one goes through a large hall with parquet floors. The walls
are whitevashed. Opposite the windows therc is a niche with o bust of
stalin.  The wide entrance to the hall is aecorated by two pairs of
siort spiralled columns of dark stone, Their cupitols support the
pointed arches of the ceiling giving the room the cheracteristic look
of the interior of old Russia. It was evicent thot everyihing, was kept
meticulously clean., [fleor the door to the admiralts office vas a dosk
used by the officer on duty. Facing him was the uventinel who alyimys
kept s dignified bearing. ‘the office of the .dniral was furnished
normally. On the wallbehind his desk was o hu_e painting of Stalin,
fhe rooms on the lower storey were used by the sentinels znd for

various offices.
rd

The Gdessu .useum, could not ctute where the cuoeunm is
located, The muscum comprises of two rooms on Lhe lower floor wnd

siz or seven on the upper floor., I¥ is well kept. 4ill the rooms have
soit red corpets. In it has been collected material on the deiense

of Odessa; extracts irom newspapers, illustrative maps, photogiashs

of men and of senerals, letters written by thoue who died, notes,

personal memos, arms and uniforms Luken from the vermans and fwmanians,
captured enemy equipment, large pastel paintin s showin; incidents of

the battle which place the hussians in a heroic light, mouels of urmored
rains, and so-Corth, Jverything in the museum cims to show the infal-
libility of .talin; the superior sbility of the iwssian eonerals; the
heroism, courage, and spirit of sacrifice of the fussians; and the criminal
spirit of the Germans. s director of the museum accompanied the visitors.
i youth of 17 acted as interpreter. The interpreter translated the fol-
lowing initial explanation of the director: "“The wor was unleashed by
the Germans, but those whe permitted the fulfillment of the program were
the capitalist natioms i.e., ocnzlend, France and amerdea, which furnished
rermany the money necessary Lo reconstruct Germanvés heavy lncusiry.”
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ihe wuseum's director explained the fall of ..essa as 2 prime strategic
event. He stated, "France fell in only 35 . ays, whereas to take just
Odessu it took the Germans 68 days. It can be safely stated thatthus
German lightoing wor became a myth." llany photographs were shown which
illustrated how many plants were transformed from peace production to
war production at the beginning of the seife. These changes permitted
the construction of ermorcd.railway cars and locomotives. The director
dwelt long on this subjoct to praise the spirit of sacrifice and the
ability of the Soviet workers of (dessa,

The Building of the Pisneers. Here boys from 7 to 14 years of age are
educated. at present 1,100 children are enrolled in the school. Unly
about 20 were present when the school was visited. The principal who .
accoppenied the Italians on a tour of the school ex.lained that all the
children uvere taking out~of-doors physical training in a place far fros
the school because the school did not yet have a cymnasium. The principal
stated throurh the interpreter, "The school of the Pioneers was founded
by those who gave the best of their energies to achieve the Soviet idesls.
low they s&ther here two or three times a weeclk and cdecide on the PO TEens
for instructive trips which the children must take, They thus visit the
port, the various plunts, and so-forth. The main purposie of the school
of the pioneers is to guide the very youn: on the paths of sciencs in
accordance with the teachings of the leaders Lenin and Stalin®. 4t the
entrance of the vuilding is a large hall uscd as a cloak=room. All the
halls are spacious and tastefuily decorated. There are the following
halls.

o Hhudy Hell = Arhs and _wcoic Hall

= desrgablon Hall = lecture Hzll

= llemevork and Jdeading Room - blecirobechrical Hall

= avlation .Jodel Hall - Lanecing School Hall

= Plonecer (Boy scout) liall - Hall for the :xaltation of the Leaders

41l the halls heve nany flogs and rany busts and very large paintin's of lenin
canu vtalin.  In the "Hall for the ixaltation of the Leaders” there vere &

series of Lhoto raphs illustratin: the li.e of Stalin and Lenin, On the vall
was a guotation attributed to Lenin which transloted states, "Oniy theourh :

specialization can the roads of science be taiten, this being the delinite and
ouly scope of Lk Soviet State, and for this it is necessary to study, study,
and study". Vorious exhibits of artistic work and craftsmanship, all dons by
the stucents, were shoun, These included water colors, drawln:s, eubroidepis
uudels of sail ships, war ships and merchant ships, radio sets, and so om, |

iie £ w children present wore lon_ trousers of differunt colors, white shirts,
ana & rea kerchief tround the neck,

28,

.

The Officers' Club (Offizier bLon) was very unpretentious, The clouk room
is bullt in the space uader a sisivease. The tables vere of She 1o ]
ecnth comburyotyle, The club hes a small bor which secmcdﬁagae@pe&
meat,  The club has o room used to show novies. It hos a stagse . 1t
Stalin at the sides and .ed flags, On the wolls are nugerows prap
inscriptions. The progjram prepared for the Itelisns consished of Zo
‘and fussian ballets, The prosran oponed width o "Jong to Stelint, after Lhe
‘program & technicolor film cnbibled "The Life of Jitcsiurin® was shown, -
film praised the patriotic love of the distin uished botanist, who Lorned coun

vne larre ofrers made by american capitalists who wantad him %o ~G Lo Anericso,

SECRET/CONIROL - U. S. OFFICIALS ONLY

Approved for Release: 2022/03/30 C02658621



“

47,

484

49,

Approved for Release: 2022/03/30 C02658621

SECRET /CONTROL - U. S. OFFICIALS ONLY

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGINCY ' (b)(3)

- 12 -

The Hotel London (Inturist) is a large building on one of the most
beautiful streets in Odessa. It is one of the old hotels of the oity
formerly patronized by wealthy tourists snd travellers. It is a first
class hotel which can be compared to'those of the major European cities. '
Clients must be very rare because no civilianas were noticed arouhd “cne
hotel, It was observed that when the Italians arrived three or four
different civilians were seen going up and down with the same suitcsse
which was evidently being passed on from one person to the other to
pive the appearance of a movement of clients which actually did not
axigt. In the lobby of the hotel there was a policemen permanently

on duty, There were also cther persons in civilian clohtes who tried
%o appear indifferent to the presence of the Italians s but who ine
variebly followed them whenever anyone of them scemed about to go out
to visit the city. Many members of the Italian crew noted that during
their absence their bagpege was searched.

The Opera House. Thie is an old, famous theater. It has not been
deamaged by the war, and its lwmrious interior has remained intact.
The audience which attended the showing of "Rigoletto” seen by the
Italians, was not mumerous. It consisted mostly of officers and their
families. Theladiea wore afternoon dresses, None of them wore gold
or jewelry. Ths orchestra was small, but the singers were. excellsnt.
The people were crowded in the gallery. During the intermissions the
Italian officers were approached by e Rusaian officer who spoke failr
Ttalian, When he was asked how he happenad to know Italian, he replied
that he was of Albanian origin and that he was in Odessa together with
other Albanian and Polish officers who were frequemting he Military
Aca.demyo

Marks end lettering on wehiscles. As préviously stated, very few auto-

mobiles and trucks were observed circulating on the streets of Odessa.
Almost all vehicles were Americen made. This canbe stated with certainty
because the blue color of the hood and the letters "U.S.A." above the serisl
number were noted. Some wehicles were of Germen make, This was ascertained
by the presence of the two wings with the letter "K" on the radistor., Two
Italian cars, an Aprilia and a Topolino, were noted. All Ruesian trucks

have painted in white on the sides and on the rear two sets of two numbers
each preceded by the letters ghown in the diagram attached. TFor trucks

the first two nunbers wre usually botween 20 and 40, for automobiles between
00 and 05, One truck was seen w ith Ol for the first two pairs of numbers.
Vavy vehlcles pencrally have give numbers preceeded by the letter "D "
(initial letter of flot?). This is followed by a numbor end then two pairs
of numbers, for example: B

@ 9 » 47 « 90 (sseen on an automobils of the Naval Command )

=02 =38 = 89 (license plate of & jeop with military personnel),
Only one automobile of a completely unknown model and trade merk was seen.
This automobile was believed to be Russian, In Bucharest : very many Ameri-
can automobiles were seen, all belonging ‘to the top Soviet authorities.

The cars were all very new and included Lincolns, De Sotos, Oldsmobiles and
Fords.
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peparture from Qdessa: Late on the evening of 2L January the Italian crew
boarded two busses which took it to the railroad station whence it started

its return trip. The Cdessa station was practically cdeserted. st the entrance
vas & gate vhere customs officials, men and vomen, in uniform viere on duty.
The Odessa station has no roof. Thiere were {ew passensers on the train, It
seens that in order to travel in dussic one necds not only a ticket; but also
& perait from the authorities of the city of residence. The traln consisted
of 15 caru, sach of which has sbout half of the capacity of en Italien pas-
senger car, 'The trains are old, but are ecuipped for long trips in cold
climates, They have double windo.s and bunks for cveryone. There are three
different classes, Third class passengers sleep on wood, Sccond class pose
sengers sleep on & horschair mattress and are provided bedding and towels.
Those in the first class slecp on a wool mattress and are provided with
bedding and a towel, There is a worker who hands out the bedding and takes
care of the cleaning, The Italian car was the last on the train. In the
rear of the car there was a policeman armed with a gun who left the train

at the Rumanian fronticr, During one stop at early dawn three policemen armed
with submochine puns werc seen on the train. They took a peasant voman off
the train and accompanied her to the guard post., ailong the route some villages
vere scen., ‘These consisted of about a hundred huts vith thatched roofs. lNone
of them had electric pover. Houses are few and the country is deserted. The
roads which could be seen were little more than peths. On the way to the hu-
manian {rontier no motorized vehicles were seen from the train, but only & few
horse or oxen drawn carts,

Ungheni: 4t the frontier the Soviet police examined the travel documents
hastily because Lt, Comdr. P.SKQ and the interpreter LiuLaKOV were present,
The Italians were informed that they had to spend all the rubles they had in
their possession becsuse they could not take them across the border. The
buffet at the station sold tea, chocolate, sweets, cheese; rolls and other
things, but at absclutely prohibitive prices,

Jasi: At the Jasi station the representativesof the Italion diplomatic delegetion
to Rumania were waiting for the crew, iir. FOUGLNINI, Italian Vice Consul at

Jasi offered lunch at a restourant.  Present vere theiusalan Consul at Jasi;

Lt, Comdr. SCLVZOV, Attache of the Soviet ivmbassy in Rumania, who accompanied

the Italians to Bucharest; and Constantin SUC.CIU, Inspector of the Rumanion
Railways, who indicated that he had ruch sympathy for the Italian people,

Vice Consul FORGOHINI has been living in jumania for many years, He stressed
the present squallor of the country in comperison to its we:lth of former

‘Gays, lle pointed out that all the old and besutiful st®res have been forced

to shut down leaving the city looking very drab, sfter the wealthier claosses
were deprived of all their vossessions. the level of living beman to fall off
and *the people lout thelr galety and serenity., .ages today are lover th'n
nre-tar whereas the cost of living has risen sharply. 4 vorker earns 223

146l a day (a lei is worth two lire), but the prices in the stores are about
double thouc of Italy.
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ihe Italian personnel met two old Italian wiorkers who have been living in
duninia for many years, They stated that the prison of Jasi 1s crowded with
professors, students, and people who try to oppose the present repime, The
shebe~ounership of incustry is almost complete, Only tobacco vendors and
purbers are still permitted to exertise their fusiness freely. The Italians
were told that large nusbor of partisens are hiding in the mountains and

thet all hope for an external intervention in order to hold on the country,

‘Buchorest. There is plenty of movement in this city, but it is still inferior

to what it normelly was. This city, as Jasi, is decorated with larse red
streamers oraising the lumanian Peoples Government. .herever possible larpe
pictures of Lenin and Stalin have been placed, The few stores which are still
open are bare, The owners find themselves in the grave dilemna of finding
moncy to pay the texes which are far above their reach, or to o to jail.

The personnel of the Italian'Legation reported that one of the most luxurious

wvillas in ducharest, located in the Giano Purk, belonss to lon, Giuliano
PAJETTA, the Italian Coumnunist Deputy. Doth he and his brother frecuently

visit Bucharest where they both are in contact with the Cominfora,

The vorkers of the Bucharest city are obliged to report to work half an hour
before their work day begins to listen to the reading and comments of pol~
itical articles whicli appear on the Communist press, Occasionally at the

end of the explanation they are questioned., ILany members of the Italian crew
received in Bucharest conflirmation of what they had beei told at Jasi rerard-
ing Humanian conditions, Baron SCAMACCA, Ttalian ilinister to Rumania,
accompanied the crew to the station, The Russian Naval attache, Copt., PREBECFF,
and the Russian fissistant Naval Attache, SCEVZOV, were at the station to see
the Italians off,

The Brazi and Ploesti (il Refineries: Bejond Brazi it vas noted that the oil
refineries are _n full operation. lorkers were seen workins aleng the allroad
tracks puarded by two armed men. ilany tank cars were standing along the tracks,
In the Ploesti zone the derrichs are in full operation.

The train personnel of the Humanian railroad had at first mistaken the Ttalians
for Russians and had acted with ho.tile indifference, ihen it learned that

the passengers were Itolians, the train personnel tried to show its s, mpathy

in every possible way, i mesber of the Italiun crew asked a Rumanian trainmsn
why he shovied so much liking for the Italians when he was a member of the Come
munist Party. The iamanian replied that he had to have a Party card to uork
and to live, but that he uespised the Communist Party. To make certain that

his meaning was understood he %ook cut his aeaborship card and with cloquent
gestures compared it to a picce of toilet paper, finally he imitated the gesture
of spittling oa it a couple of times, ' o
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0. Budapest: The stop in Bud.pest was very brief, The Itelians got u bare rlinpse
of the eity on their way to a restaurant where linister BENZOIT offered lunch .
to theé officers., Lespite the new form of government., the city still retains the
appecrance of a western city. Slogans, red flags, and pictures and busts of
Stalin and Lenin were observed in the windows, bub in smeller quantities than

in iumania, Luring the journey from Bucharest to Budapest the Soviet authorities
1id oot fail to provide the Italisns with an escort of two solciera. These two
however, monaged to disappear for the duration of the tri. and to reappear

at the arrival in Budapest, '

Viennas In Vicnna the Soviet authorities gave the Italians one hour and a

half to zive then a chance to cat at the restourant at the station. .t 2300
hours the crew boarded the train agaln and was transferred to the South

Station where it spent the nisht in the train, The following morning the

final control by the Sovict authorities took pluce on leaving the Soviet

zone of austria, It uss followed by & very rapid exauination by the .ustrians
vulio replaced the British in this function,

&
&

2. Klaghenturts The Italian Consul was at the station, He had been sent by the
Italian Lesation in Vienna, He had ordered a hot lunch for the cntire crew.
Tiis vias served on the train by waiters since the train was stopping only for
2 suort time, .

63, Tarvisio: .t about 2000 hours on 28 Jamary, the Italiesn crew arrived in
Italy and entrained for La Spezia, -

6k, Ihe .rmed Forces: It was observed that the members of the Sovict .rmed Forces
are very viell dressed and equipped, It is evident thaet military personnel,
cspecially officers, belons to a privileged class, Formal discipline is very
remarkaeble, It is probably maintained by severe regulations., The general
luapression was that jersonal ability and trainins are not outstanding,

68. dscellanecus incidents: The day following the arrival of the "Z-12M in
Gdessa, the Italian commander of the ship had to send a teleg.am to the
Italian delegation in Bycharest, Thercfore permission was requested from
the Joviet authorities to send ashore the second deck officer, 1,/0 ASTALITA,
Permission vias granted, sSTARITA was accompanied ashore by four officers,
after a brief stop at a scntinel box he was picked up by a jeep with six
armed solciers, He was driven to the General Headquarters rather than to
the telegraph office, At the Naval Headquarters he was informed thut the _ ,

telegram would be translated into Russian and sent free of charge to its
destination, ASTAITA was re~accompanied to the pier in the sume Jjeep and
takcn back on board the ship,

&6, Soviet 2nd Lt. PiROLIN boarded the ship together with the customs officials
and sativsation officers before the "z-12" eatered port. POIODIN had lived
many years in Poris and spoke French fluently. He shoved sympathy for the
Italians vihen he was alonc with thom, He spoke frankly on political subjects,
b the invitation of the cook, he told a Communist member of the crow that he
was Russian, buf not Commnist and that Russia has 200 million people of
vi.om only five nillicn are Communists., He also stated that in Russia thore
is no uncoployment because the work is divided into work shifts, but 157 of
the workers attend their work shifts without viorking, Aifter that POLOUIN was
not seea again.,
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SQURLILINGAV Peter, Hussian specialist who boarded the "Z-12" was assipgted to
load viater and kerosine on benrd. He demonstirated to his s.pervisor,
ongine wvirector SGUNING, that he did not .unow where the tank openings vere
located., For this he was punished vuith two months lrmprisonment,

ODuring the showing of the film, "The Life of ljitciurin® at the Soviet Officers
Club of (dsssa, Comdr. FiBRIZIO asked o young lady who was translating for him
the Russian dialosue inte .aplish, why the woman showin on the sereen did such
heavy work as transplanting trecs, The young lody replied in a whispsr with
i1l concealed bitterness and wiled irony, "“Lo not forget that here vie are in
Russia®,

any officers and soldiers were noted in (Odessaz, but it was not pessible to
btain any approximate figures on their total number,

Lﬁo Comdra SCAVZOV told Comdr, FABRIZIO that a new recently esteblished
train nakes it possible to o from loscow to Vliadivostok on the Trans-
3iberion railvoad in only 12 days.

_ SCLVZOV also stated that the Russian Naval feadeny is in Leningrad. The

students frecuent the school for four years to achieve the rank of
insigns

The treatasent of the Italians by the Soviet authorities as shoun in this

report, indicates that they did everything to leave every Italian member
of the crew with 2 good ilapression,

amost the entire Italian crew was very ruch amazed by the vision of
Commminism in itussia as it really is. Lach menmber of the crew spontancously
stated to compare the theories preached by Communist propaganda in Italy .
vith what they saw of Communist achievements after 30 years of ubsolute
pover, The visit to a Russian cily, sod not a minor city either, did not
substantiate in the least the preachings of Jtalian Communist propagunda,:
the impression was such that each onc felt a sense of relief at re-enterin
Italy. The vision of Rumania which only a few years ago was so rich and
flourishing, and which has entered recently within the Commnist orbit,
shoved very clear evidence that the arrival of Communist domination nwrks
a crude regression in the spiritual and material spheres,

C., lIeport on the Transfer at the Port of Valona of the "2.11% (Former "Giulio
Gesaret) to the U,S5.8. R., 3 February 1949.

Ths

The "Zel1" left Augusta at 1000 hours on 2 Februsry and by 1100 hours she
was out of the port. at 93115 a.m., on 3 February, when the ship was 8
miles from Point A., the Russian auwxiliary "Fiolent'" was sighted: The
E=l1t folloued the source of the tanker at Polint A, at 1000 hours and by
1230 hours she lay anchored at a point marked by a patrol vessel of the
Albanian lavy, a little more towards the land than it had been arranged,
at & point where the depth of the sea was 30 meters. Contacts by radio
with the pilot-boat were effected after the e..change of optical signals
{the various attempts at establishing contacts during the night and the -
first hours of the morning in order o cosmunicate the hour of arrival

had been fruitless). The signals between the two ships, for the trans-
miscion of informetion on the speed, depth of the sea. elc,, were effected
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by means of projectors actioned by Russian signalmen, The "Fiolent® is:
an auxiliacy ship of the Soviet merchant marine {blue pennon with a White
square on the upper left corner, with the bammer and sickle 1n red.)
Gross tonnage: about 1000 tons, equipped v;ith Diesel motors; speed kept
during the safety course: 11 knots; military crew, :

4% about 1300 hours by meuns of a tupboat, o scout vessel and several
albanian fishing motor-vessels, the Russian crev, consisting of about

600 men, including officers and HCOs, boarded the "£-11", These Russians
belonged to the Bluck Sea fleet ("Ciornomorski Flot"), and were uader the
comaznd of Capt. Boris BiLuIZV. Soon after their arrival the Russians

tock over the ship., They seemed particularly concerned at making sure that
no acts of sabotasze had been comnitted, rather than getting acquainted with
the various parts of the ship and relative services, Since no authorization
had been reuested for the embarkation of the tussian crew, the Italian
comnander did not find suitable accommodation for the.n, so thet during the
first night they slcpt as best as they could on the bridges and decks, The
Officers slept in the cabint occupied by their colleagues who had tuken
poscession of the ship at supusta, On the same evening of their arrival

on board the ship, the iussiuns inspected minutely the chains of the anchors e
and as many parts of the ship as time would allow,

The handing over of the materials om board the ship was effected without
grest cifficulty. The inspection of the materials was on the vhole carried
oul superficially, evidently because of the assurances given by the Russian
personnel ciburked at sugusta who puarantecd the complete efficiency of all
the installations, The diuages caused by the sea viere duly registered.
Tteams were found missing, such as mattresses, blankets; sheets, etc., and

a list of them vias made and signed by Commander LOLURO, for the Italian
government, and Commander BrL:.IiV for th iussian authorities,

The Russians were very reserved, even when they talked anong themselves,
and their attitude gave ro cause for complaint, .hen they spoke of their
counlry or of the Hussizn Navy, they never entered into any detail; thecy
alse avolded any discussion on political. affairs. They often mentioned,
however, the desire of all the Russians for peace, often adding that they
hoped that relations between Russia and Itoly, and also between Russia
and 211 the outside world, will be cordial. secording to the statements
of some Russisn technicians, as soon as the Ttalian ships will reach their
destination in Russia, they would undergo repairs and adjustment,, for vhich
it is hoped that the Lussian technicians will have the collaboration of
Italian experts,

The Russian technicians embarked ot Augusta were all officers and [COs
destined to become part of the erew, with the exception of the interpreter
who was an engineer in the rajlvays and a certain LJUKIN, who was believed
to be on board to keep the technicians under surveillance, and who, in any
case, was a representative of some political organization rather than g
member of the armed Farces,
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This group got on very well with the Italian personnel, for whonm they showed
great sympathy, In spite of tic fact that they knew that relitions between
the Italian commander and the Russian commander, BIL:iIEV who had succeeded
Commander ZINOVILV after the latter's death at Augusta, were very strained,
on their arrival at Valona the Hussian crew embaihedat sugusta continued to
show their friendly feelings towards all the Italians and to the Italian
Comamander in particular, and sometimes clearly indicated that they did not
approve the attitude of their superior officers, In particulur the inter-
preter, speakin; to the Italian Comaander after an interview betwieen tLhe
latter and Commander BELALLV, said that he perfectly understood the Itulian's
point of view, and the unpleasant situation vould not have oceured if Juri
KOST.LTINOVICH (i.e., Comannder LLIOVIZV) had been elive, llaking sure
that nobody could hear him, the interpreter ended by svay.ng Commander
8uLiTuV had shoun little tack and diplomatic sense, ,fter uttering these
vords, the interpreter sgain looked sround to be sure that nobody over-
heard his words, and left hurriedly with a frichtened expression on hic
face,

The Russizns emborked at aupusta and adapted themselves perfectly to the
livin; conditions of the Italians, and showed their pleasure at mi.ding
with them, They gave the inpression somehow that they were not terribly
keen at the idea of having to return to live according to the Soviet
system, They looked rather depressed, as people for whom a pleasant
period of their lives ¥ definitely closed, in spite of their asseprtions
that they vere amdous to return home and be with their families again,
(It is viorth noting thot of the 46 ussizns embarked at JAugusta, there
was not one bachclor, From the time they had left lwssia, they had no
chance of corresponding: vith their own people at home,)

The Hussians seemed to appreciate the quality of the Ttalian food served

on koardship, On the day following the arrival of the ship at Valona, they
ate at the Italian fessroom, and partook of the Ttalian food with the ,
exception of the wine, “he servity; of whieli is forbidden on fussian shin=.

the Russlan crew which vas enbarked at Valona, had arrived from [lussia
on bourd 4 ship. probably the "Ukraine®, and had remained ashore at

the Albanian capital, pending the arrival of the "Zw11v, The Italian
Commander to; ether vith other Italians, was very badly impressed with
the confusion reigning unong them, and defective organization of the
unit. The uniforms of the sailors were well kept, althouch the material
employcd! including that for the officers’ uniforas, was of poor Guality.
the uniforas vorn during vorking hours are mostly dirty snd torn, and are
of various shapes and color,

The food served at the {ussian mess, although it .ust have been cuite
nouristing, judzing by the healthy, strong appearance of the sallors,
vwas certainly not appetiaing, It consisted of black bread (mace of
Jheaty rye and other cerezls ang ingredients vhich vere difficult to
laentify) a thick soup of legumes, tusting horribly, and some canned
meat. For breckfast they were riven some bluck bread with e ther a
jittle suzur or a little butter, In the “iay of drinks only teca and
vater iere served, The Italian crew noticed that amons the Toodstulfs
loaded on board the ship, there was a considerable ‘uantity of canned
“cod of ..merican male.
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Several elements amonz the ussian crew showed considerable technical
knoviledge, so auch so that in a short time they were able to carry out
all the dutics on board the ship. Some d:ficient aspects of their
preparedness was noticed by the irrational manner in which they carried
out the inspection of the various services, On more than one occasion
the Italians had to eall the interpreter in order to tell the sailors
not to open certain valves, or else not to smoke near the fuel tanks,

As already stated in this report, the various inspections carried out

- by the dussian technicians secmed to be done nore with a view o ascertain-

ing vhether there had been any attempt to sabotage the vessel, than to
becoming accuainted with the mouchinery and materials, During one of
these visits on board an Italian submparine, the iussians recuested that
th' safe in the cabin of the commander should be opened. Since there
vag no key, both the Italians and the [ussians tried to force the lock,
but without success. Then the Russians decided to detach the safe from
its niche, and only when after o great deal of trouble they succecded
in their work, and by shaking the safe they became convineced that there
was nothing in it, did they seem satisfied.

As soon as the ship was talen over by the Russians, several watertight
compartments were closed by them, ard tlie passage throuzh certain parts
of the ship interdicted., Thus, in order to ;o from one point of the ship
to another, one was compelled to waste a long time, also because of sen.-
tries nosted on duty practically everywhere. The discipline in the .ussian
lievy seems based cxclusively on the fear of his superior, but evicently it
is not spontaneous or i'clt by the sailors, All the Russians on board, in-
sluding officers of all ranks, went about as if they soved in an atmos_.ere
charged with aistrust and fear, They spoke to the Italians only if thoere
were no other Russians about, and stopped once as soon as they saw onc
gpproaching., They were afr-34 of accepting anything from the Italians
if they were in company, but would gladily share with the Italians the
Ttalians ration of wine, white bread, odzarettes, if they vere zlone. It
was noted that those Russians who at sugusta had gredually adopted o normal
attitudc, a8 coon as they mixed with their countrymen =t Valon , looked

- 2gain worried and took thal abstracted attitude,

Very few of the ilussian personnel exchange any conversation with
the Italians because of the difficulty of mskin: each other undepe.
steod, A sailor who know rrench, being a student, spoke a little
with one of the Italian officers. He complained that he had beon

forced to interrupt his studios because of his military service, o (b)(1)

which in the Russian Kavy has & duration of six Jesrs, rsnother
ugsian who spoke a little Lngzlish once entered
cabin, and upon seeinsc & strated magazines, asked permission

to look at then. made him a precent of several of (b)(1)

them, and was rother shocked vhen he saw the Russian cine up (b)(3)
the periodicals under his shirt, (444444444444444444iﬂﬂ$neeme :
sailors who had been discovered by their officers wihile looking at

some Italian illustrated magazines had the ne..spapers taken away
from them,
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88, The Ttalian Commender could not say when the ships would leave the
port of Valona for their westination fm iussia. Coumander BrLainy
nad told him thalt he expected to leave in a weekts time at the most,
Other Russian officers instead, including the interpreter, said
that Lhey believed thut they would not reach Russiz before the eng
af liarch,

Do fronofer of the "Z-13" and "Z-lht {submurines) o the VoS8R ab Yalona,
O rebruary 1949,

89, . The deporfwes Tron Augﬁstag which had boen fixed for 3 Februsry 1949
had to be postponed to the 5th becouse of the bad weather. Contact
with the Russian tanker was of fected according to schedule, and by
1800 hours the fwo ships were moored alongside the new vharf in the
port of Valona.

90, Relations with the Russian personael: Relations between the Italian
svl llussian crews during the Voyage viere excellent. Apart from the
ugliness of their appearance, duc to the badly-cut civilian clothes
they wore, the Russians behaved very well, showing punctuality in tneir
arrangements, and always asking the superior officers for whatever
they needed or explanations on the Tunctioning of the machines and
installations on board the submarines. As it is knoun, both the
officers and petby officers had been chosen amony those who could bem
lave correctly towards the Italian crew. From a p.ofessional visupoint,
they seemed well acquainted uith the submarine equipment, but shoved to
be rother slow in learning what was told them by the Ttalians, and
seemed to forget Guickly whot they had just learned, Gradually, they
becime more fricndly towards the Italion crewr, oiten expreseing their
appreciation for the manner they wers beins treated; they also showed
saairation for the ability of the Italians, saying that they would
heve been glad if some Italian NCOs could have gone to Hussia for a
fixed period. They said that the lussian ilinistry of Deflense had given

- dts approval to the enlistment of Ttalian military personnel, but, after
peking some enquiries with the proper authorities, this proved not to
be true. Nevertheless the 7ussian officers insisted until the last day
with the reuuest of engacing Ttalian personnel, adding that all dife
ficulties with the Russizn suthorities could be overcome,

91, [From the attitude of theRussians, all the Italians, either officers or
the enlisted personnel, ot the impression that they were good people,
rather nsive in their way of talking and acting, incapable of thinking

with their own brains, perhaps more suitable to be peasants than good
sallors, but on the vhole beha¥hy very well, However these favorable
impressions were destroyed as soon as the ships arrived at Valona,
lcaving the Italians astonished and indignant,
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The hancin  over of the ships . as effected in too much haste, about
four hours in ell. Apart from difficulties made about things of
absolutely neglipible dmportance, the lussians took over €11 the
material vilhout botherin: to uuke accurate inspections, and no
alterations ware made in the inventory, ihe lussians authorities
seened solely arxious to sec to il that no sgbotage zets had been
comribied, .

All the Italians pot the impression that the Rfussians were ready to
cbey even the most exacting order without any effort on their part

to interprel the orders with the miniimun of intelligence, The equip~
ment of the sailors and the kind of foodstuffs distributed to the
crew; seemed inferior.

Valonas wwing to the brief duration of their stay in the port of
Valona, the late arrival, the route followed. which skirted Cape
Linguctta, the fog which hid completely the moorings of Pascia'~Lima
and Porto .lapusa, very little information could be added regarding

the conditions of the port of Valona under the imssians. There is

no coubt that theéy vre absoluve musters in Albania and can do vhote
éver they lilke in the port of Velona at least. JFhe few craifts moared
in the harbor (two tugboats, and a few motor-boats and aotor-launches),
raised the ulbanian flag and were manned with Albanian crews, but they
were ohbviously kept at the disposal of theilussians., In the cabin of
cene of the motor-launches two enormous portraits of Stalin and Lenin
viere aoted. The piers were puarded by Russian sentries. Attempts

to sccure information from two slbanian petty officers and one officer
who stoolt on the pier, produced only evasive replies., One of then,
however, did say that they were better off when the Italians rulsd

the country,

The impression received by the Italian Commander was that the port of
Valona has not yot been equipped properly, and that no works of
appreciable importance have been carried out. If one credits the
information gathered from some albanians, the first lmssian sailors
arrived at Valona only in Hovember 1948, Tt is possible that the
port even lacks a storaze warehouse because sofle goods (including
larze barrels . of fasoline, o field kitchen, ete.) were scon umassed
on the pier unco vered. '

Russian sallors wearing diving suits, evideatly for inspecting the
hulls of the two submarines were noted. lone of them were able to
affect submersion probably bec.u. e they vere not trained for this
kind of work. The diving suit consisted of a onc-plece rubber dress
wiilch completely covered the diver, head included, The braathing
apperatus consisted of a lung sack with two cylinders of about 5
liters, set vertically, connected by < tube located at the hoizht of
the civer's mouth. The upper part of the suit had only one central
lens to cnsble biie diver to sce, Four eacks containing lead, applied
at the shoulders and sides of .the diver, zct as ballast.
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‘Saseno and nost of the coast because of the conditions above indicated

could not be cbserved, The Italian Commandsr nobticed, however, that no
vorks of any kind had been carried out arcund Punta San Giovannd, In
the port there was only the unit which had piloted the two submarines
into the harbor; a small tanker of modern construction forming part of
the Russian llercantile Havy; it hoisted a blue pennon with a white siunars
on its upper left coraner, decorabed with the hammer and sickle. The
711" hoisted the flag used for the larger ships, a vhite penron with
a star, and the hammer and sickle; and on the lower part, a blue stripe,
coveripy sbout one-fifth of the {lag. Accordin to the inforuation .
recelved from » Hussian offiecer, 2}1 the armed ships of the .ussian
Novy raise the flag of the sSoviet Union; a red flag with a laurel
vircath with the hamuer and sickle in the center,
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