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of g apostles in the service of
2 ' .," vt Y er riu caused’ hii ixmense
uq mmuosu; tho ;oue.or the othor s exgeptional

i giui.u_t.iu' filled hin vith hope . ’

. - In 1927 Mgr. Picard met in Louvain s young btudent who
Uni later to become one of Belgium's ftain political pre-war
figures. %his yonngster who was actively involgved in
lloéal student :otivltlo(:;g;nicipeted in numerous reunions
where his leadership qusléities stood out. Originally from
Bouillon, he was the eon of a mitical igure in the
provgince of Mxomburg{*;;mber of
of the pcmanent deputation o His f-mily originslly csme
from Solre-le-Chatesu in the French Hainaut. He completed
his humanities studies at N.D. de la Peix College in Namur;
snd continued for snother year at the Faculty with courses
in léterature and Philosophy. At the time the young man
t Mge. Plcard he was s law student, His nsme was Lefon
em'llo .

Mgr. Picard took notice of this young man who hsd unuausl
rhetorical pogwers and a fluent pen. He asked him to
participste in the Cstholic publication “Cshiersi and a

"few months leter, in November 1927, the nsme of Leon Degrelle

-fdgured prominently én the editor's committee. b .-
&‘.44 - -
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Ir' the berinning he published some of his voems and -2~
dgned litersry articles atout the “hansonnler Botrelyd and

the Ardenese poet, Louis Boumal.

leon Degrelle rapidly beceme a fmilliar figure in the

His cordisl and flexible manner, sharp

1

ACJB House,

sense of humor and explosive lsughter mnde him instantly

liked in surroundings where sincerdty snd frinkness

AL
were appreciated. Inat was the time thet lLeon Degrelle still
pe f.r(‘_r ecf also

he® these qualities. humor

uncommon
and ironle becsme more snd more interested in thig young

Mgr. Picard, "th savoured

man . lé*'!!"o!ﬂ!G!’Hy’tlQ'GFﬂf!ﬂOﬂOO’CHQ"QHi;=’=%GQnt
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This yonng student, who differed from so many of the studen

world, by embr-ocing the i1desls of the ACJB, touched him

with his configdence.
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brications
progressive

Their pudblishing
Pope's enoyclical letters .
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Vi_fr___tb& founding of t.he Rax Editiona./:' m: mou Agency
aervice °

av’ ulso ‘established to um s dravel MI psrticularly

~for youth pilgrimsges. Such branch@#*## aotivities were

', qév_dioxiod in ',tha :bopo ot:at'.muletinshajouth expsnsion
and nouriahig. 1y with ’

" mouwment '!Q,l"&!!ﬂ‘gﬂf’ﬂ b.'aﬁa*!’!ﬁa‘*P‘gﬂ!’?!”tﬂ

material resources .

On :January 2, 1931 the Rex Editbns becsme a cooperative

soclety with a capital of 50.000 frsncs in subscriptions,
Thg b das in -

gévea by various people 8@ Mgr. Picard's circle. Ope of
dovans wos o

these llstme Degrelle From that moment on,

the acttial direction of the service was assumed by leon

Degrelle.
heliogravure.

In 1931, the)plluatratod magazine "Solrees” was one

of the publications sk-fbmcha main office of the Catholioc

‘otion « Thi

Yod L
8 publication snswered the need the
M%nfgome
Zatholic public ## recrestional though clesrly €aristian
fresher
litersture, while posessing a mu and livellor attrsction
‘rhroung “Soirees"
than the existing weeklies. dio Oozholiqm, and film
Conchr
produoctions, under the direction of chanoine Brotuo)von

given sdditional mesns to enlighten and guide fanilies.
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The, editorship of Soirees was given to Leon Degrelle.
SABPSREV NG AA L - AR TSR BLOAN I 2 BEP VSO NG *POvRdWE
"Head of an editions' service and a review for a consi-
dersbly large public, Leon Degrelle affirmed himself more snd

more each daye. Under his stimulstion,brochures appezped

on e after the other, ncuriehing the ACJB actlon campaigns .

a8 well as others. He was obviously a lanceyr in the grsnd
style.
The editor in him did nop supress the writer. The

success of Soirees was due in large part to his articles,
mqreover o ST

whichfhe beggn to distribute s-bit everywhere. His pen
was more than alert- it was brisk, satiricsl and heady.
he's
Powerful as a stemm-hammer, t&df vehement prose bristled
projected

with striking verbs,emé surprising epithets, snd flooded the

short ,nerveus paragraphs with phrases forged with such
punch that they engraved themselves vidently 4n one's
Such

«2nes litersture

memory . scattered a buest of pearls under

the axe

Charged with moving immages, the effusions of Leon .

tended towards poetical forms
, tut the poenm,-

e e

Degrelle

|

ru-_fm apeasing with a aradles’ .charm had norq :ﬁtﬂu Jnlt-ins ﬁ_ﬁﬁ‘i

- d
ptfept of a bomb. His tense and wasthled cJ- g".-c ourpf =

with -mnm.u-j uatfr.m

1‘% ti-i.m-#— stet

e ;“‘,**’4—]*—* _1"—’“"“*“1"?“[
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(slike)
Ideas or eattiome ~ all vere trested in the same expeditive

fashion by #his pen - or pidesx. Leon Degredle’s idess

414 not flow, they raged like a torrent sweeping svasy sll
obstacles,

Syuch a style could only please a world which detested
(st andsmddardlogans formulas)
440R8*4988€ used clichés and sleek smug Phrases),
and
snd which could no longer #omach artifice &f 1naincor1ty .
naturally pure
These AfS&FA%%expiddaiona attracted especislly: the m
¢ facing
This musacular fashion of arfrontiézlwthinea, this unequ®sled
anprosching
aplomb 4ﬁ affirmation, this infectious faith in the 1initisl

simplicity of all problema‘made each article signed La‘. a
flood of evidence and conviction. There was no need for
subterfuge nor even refleotion;';}l was s8aid with such
strength that there was no room/for discussion - that's
gimad R yo it
how 1t was. This propensity and telent for(Joltipg )
earned Leon Degrelle his first sudience.
Now, the great ambition of Mgr. Piourd was o give

~

back-to the Gburoh 1t.l povor of 1nf1uonoo’ thn uuon‘
‘rousbt tho int.ornnti actin ::{num. WNM#’
ume : A pe '
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\[this end, e Bay-
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B ;‘ e ‘% 1 W hdhﬂbhal influence of. s
ogi 111;15:5 fyn t.lup young nn. lgr. Picard undertook
1$ uM hll.lof tb wah him resolutely forward upon

-tbo»snot--oono»ot life, SB8PE wheore definitive 4hfluences
'nro_ exerocised.

EMANGIPATION -

Heving slways had immense confidence in himelf,
(vetter,
Leop Begrelle could not ask for more. His childhood and
were witnesses
8chool friends *H#¢f¢E8CA*ENRES,

by

A8 small as he waa, he

had satonished himal dosege of emour-
propro;‘ H\\r//)

e folt)stirting within himYthe femous "demon"

which the ancYents recognized as 1nh~b1ting strong

tell
personalities, and time after time he would éonfess to )
of

his frlendlﬁthe interiour pressure which tormented him.

His need to write surpassezafhe simple desire for selg-
O
expression, hsving aq,poalﬁpersuaaion snd influence gm

others. <onsgcious of his inner powery , he lauded himself
in his wen wyeg, snd saw nhimself as s being apart, deatinec

for greatness,

It must slso be sgid that in his undertakings he didq

not eesily sccept the sharing of suthority, a fact which

app‘am on ryvhnn .

-7 - Secaeforrw}
reeived whichfi#8 Main office
vas soon(noticed) §n the deps rtments 8 thep
‘of the Catholle Action
SLESIIONSCETRSIAQRSH*YSIRISR® hed Dlaced under his direction.

He di1d not like to give accounts snd he hsted to be checked}
he had to aot ™ in his own way ." Little by little the
tension mounted in the constituent publicstion of the Rex

tionl.(EEE!!‘}ho network bf his responsagblility towards

—

soclety ’!ﬁe'di»root.or constuntly evaded >}

engaged before being sdmitted, SRESE*WESS unforseen and peri-
were

llous intiativen/‘ taken, and intagible, undefinable programse
were launched, emensting Irom spur-of-tge moment impressions,

making 1ife difficult for thosewhe hs he task of control-
ling hime " Have falith in me8,'®Would grumble [Degrelle

*EANNEP to his supervisors, when reproached.

editions were

It soon became evident that it would be impossible

. event
to hold him in rein, snd in 1932 a new S#¥ added to this
disturbing fact. Leson Degrelle took a considerable part in

the electordl Cpm;.’;andg of the Csbholic party. Under the

' ‘Bhn of Rex Editions, a flood of tracts and pamphlets

Dgrollo considered himself, not
‘ .. - -—invégorating . (mnomion)
t .. oort.ain pnid-, as. ‘h.Arorscr of a new party upsurge -
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Qff1ce had been plsced.nstumlly geve oaun to uho
Bﬁrors the end af 1932, 1t was decided tb !Olff' Lnou ,
Degrelle the main responsability of the Rex Editions
w& /-

by according him, as ¥8%A## wished, the majority of social
a// a@ )

parts. Nevethbless, 1t was understood that a morasl euppoh‘
would be reserved to the society, and that Mgr. Picard

would continue to assume the control of masnuscripts

which Rex intended to publish. The ACJB would not establish

another publishing house, and Rex would be the ones# to

eventually publish their works.

This turn of events was lmportsnt. "y this concession

Mgr. Picard and. all thle works dependent on hém renounced %

for a logg time
the ownerahip of their own edition service, which had 1

such a . (obliged)
seemednecesshdy to them, By remaining morally tied to

Rex, the works extended a solidarity vis-é-vis the tbhees
those imm:diste control escpped them.

whose
solutionadisadvantages would soon be felt,

This was an awkwarad

On Cctober 1, 1932,

As time progressed, Degrelle took greater snd
‘reater advsntage of hia ##%¢# freedonm.
monthly literesry magsmine of 16 nsges was published,

s @ supplement to "Soirees." It was called REX, and

ts subtitle resd: “So that the Cethollcs read.” om—tme /¢
éa&( L3 ﬂ(f// _
irst pageysRapesIfessa 2L /f/ﬂ' Prreazcel ¢"/“/a”<9’
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‘vm-m‘-arm&mu. SUNCSY; #nd the Oatholic -
: =~ woo—m—ii——{ gxperienced sppartions¥)
—-Action.”  Shortly-after, Bnuraine made his sppearences, vbloh

’ns}gxioilo reported on in several pamphlets, #SESSER*REER
. of such 1ifelike intensity that they had enoffffmous

8UCONBS8 :
But the Rex newspaper no longer sufficed. Emboldened
by the success of his 1932 campaign, Degrelle created a

bi-monthly political organ, with the promising un#or '
"Vlan," whoae doclared intentions weref " Rex, Iy reads,

is before cverytling a mouvement, sn orgsnism of combat.
In 8 few yams, we would like to conquer sll the fortresses
of the land, bastion by bastion, rampart by rampsrt...”
(Rex, Yebruary 25).

dress
in combat uniform

"Vian" appeared on February 4, 1933,

Under the title

wod [ova
"lat's go," LeMEEEWed Lt papery like a clarion soundinfg

(battle dress).

the charge.

" The Stgte, he wrote, has lost all sense of
pride and strcngth beqause the parties are
eringing, decrepid, sstisfied with coampro-
mises, shady deals, and full of hot air.
There is blundering everywhere, and one pre-
pares for desasters. Are our men going to
follow that mess through their fawning
weakness? No, no, and no... They want to
re-establish, rightfully, discipline,
courage, and orgsnizstion. In order to
achieve this, they will use all their

strenghh end act with abeolute aincorttyy)
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\. ¢ letting no one intimidate thea. G e 3 " ﬁfﬁiﬁﬁ“ﬁTﬂfiT-' C o o

rny RIS 0 1518, & lewder..:
Thus, » nev tone snd sttitude. From s simple pa e : -
publicity sgent (propaganiist), havins nis own pspes®, { for} ve will put-hit:in

—t +—fArel T _1at s spresd upin 1t our netwook
IR 's.,_mmr t;; qurhtiargcm;rn.,and al%_ our
. . . . papeds from Rex, vhich slresdy has 250,000
Degrelle suddenly boceme judge and Jury. Was it s to ”‘ggg"""“" I"t'a'put'our ltaff.snd
. t ‘77 ‘our 'soldlers at the party's disposition.
question of prosram? No, for programe d1d not interes : - They w11l b:come indispensible. Instesd of
‘o rar . ,+ fighting the Catholic Farty, let's serve it,"
O ar.
e e H: . h 4 of .mlndmg%ne's horn ' ' Thus the sotion was to come from the inside, tut in
;:h:§n:y‘t?rzgzs?"" Words, projects,. ,» 4ny osse, Rex was determined to sct.

programs, itds a joke. What our country
needs 18 to raise strong, rough men,

' -FRIC NXIET -

vidgonary and crestive., We ar2 perishing,

not Lhrgugh lsck of doctrinee.. but !‘\Q the Catholic

through lack of indomitable temperaments W’ the Main Office ofpAction , augm were astonished.

.o stesd of blunderi fakers the \ayid

co;ni:y n:ods men of acggon.... “men." Rex had q.dﬁk%} chenged face. From an editing house,

We will look for these men, we will . wclonued |
find them, and we will maske them. not even totstly emsncipsted, Rex had N T e atkie

"
rogram,"” (Vlian, # 2, Feb.18).
That 18 our Drograf,. ’ ’ politiceal setien enterprifie . Rex fraenkly declsred being

Such s discourse is most seductive for the elector 8 mouvement of opinion, and in s big announcement in
infused Wwith vAgor rather than with clsrity; it tempts Degrelle'ss ofi'ices, its purposes were clearly defined,
and sgitates sn ideslistic youth. It is quite excusable Op‘June 1, 19333

. L)
ts meaning; who could have Rax 18t 1. a youth moftvement; 2. a mofvement
to mlss the full impact of 1 nes of the Catholic Action.-- Rs;( wantst to give
lle be capsble of discerhdAg back to the Cstholics s sense of pride,
messured 1t Would leon Degre P . optimism, intrepidity, snd the dis;ipline of
voices of his inner "demon an orgsnteed acticn; 2. project inde sll
the pathways slong ybiob the vo ' ' modern life an ardent, intelligent, and
gg. d‘i him? integral Catholiclem. -- Rex 18 charscterised
would Nlea . exemination byt its elan, its dynsmism, its faith, its
's MAGEIPYS of the sense of sction; 2. its :gpostolicue intransimm~
Wnep the oonclusions of Rex fgency, 1its myticiem, its unity; 3. 1its
' e poaition commercial snd financial organizaticn, opera-
' 9"““"' perty appeared, onm April 29, the po ted sfftotly as a workshop (factory) enterprise;
. ‘™ ‘ or, The - aue ed becane 4., 1t sudscicus objective: all modern life-
P;t"cl..‘”r’“ . topr ggpotionl pos d oo soreen, radio, press, and today's souls -
b ‘“ vas o ®clesr condsasdtion.” N o Rex gives 1tself to: 1. Belgium - to invegorate

I:!i‘g"(i

,. )




renovated
its bdodd, thanks to A unified @atholiciam;
2. to Christ -Q]g%;&n!_nig, consscrating 1in
him the Jginod efforts of his soldiers end
apostels.

Thet at leasty we its intentions, or its pretendions.
Such s prograa dasmet but 1napr£0 confidence. Cm the

28 of March, the magazine "Soirees” wvge glven to Rex.

In August, s specisl edition of Bolraoo eke tohed Bes's
first plan of action, snd declared 1ts new projeots.

One could slso remark thst the period of brochures and
pampeflets, which charscterized the beginnings of thet
action was over, giving place to books which were to
tegqch the poople Q8 well as the cultivated plilo to rend,

Through the Collection nationalo books vere introduced
and Bold bv great numbers; the R24s Rois" sefies reserved
works of great European writers for en dlite; the .
Collection politique” published under the suspices of the
Federations of Associstions and the Catholis Ciroles,
revised at the ssze tdme, some fundementsl positions.
That wasn't 2lls there vas a future promise of Flemish
transddtions, a childrens' oollootion. snd s religious
seriea, "The Living nnn. Even with Rex, Vien, snd
Soirees, the range of Rex's nevspaplers was not yet
completet a rooroat:onol ournsl tor femilies woyld soon
appear, entitled "Poyer" ( he H ond then en enlighte-
ning religious publicstiom, " ll’ (Believe). Por
moment, the smbitions of Rex vor' tondoe 171 PPN

All thie remsined in the aorsl orbit of the O.tuolio
Action, which was even plessed vith 1%. !ok'o 0lb10l.
on the rrun£ of the n.v-tovior. oonozstod ot 0 f '

. i

iﬁl ?éijh und‘ntdqni iénl ot thin lovllllitw vrites o

commentator, " He is the promoter and the motor, the
the
good herald andhinfoctioul and jJoyous young lesder,

snd it 1e Mgr. Pilcard who is the sownocellor, the chaplsiln,

and thesupporter? (“mainteneur).

Practically speaking, thia situation was sometimes rather

uncomfortable for the "tutorj" Even though the reins were
lightly held by an indulgent hsnd, the "fledgling’, ss one
l1ked tod ‘dall him)waa constantly emberking on wild
gambols. Mgr. Picard received warnings from muﬁy sides.
It was strsngeé to find this sudden flourishing of so
msny newapapfers and books, when the Catholic editions had
slways held themselves onﬁrather g modest footling. Was
Rex going to devour in a few mouthfuls all the old
hcuses, whose Unexpected competitor he suddenly bwcaze?
Or would this spectadular success burn with s momentary
flame only to bs reduced to cinders snd sshes, or in
(processes)
Judiclary langusget suits and bankruptcy ? Legrelle was
slreddpyregarded by a;;o)n 1iterary sdventurer .nq:nnro-
brasined ,madcsp youth. To those who wsrned hia ageinst
Degrelle, Mgr. Picerd's defense wos, " It is true that

Lson msy fo0 overboard in treating venersble subjects and

4




e
rnpoot.-blo people, but that's his tempersment. Fut I want

'Y0u to tell me if we have ever found such s Tilitsnt - a

true one? You know his afe. Let him sow his wald osts."

oometizes, wvhen rushed toc far, one wculd witness Mge.
Picerd flsmins with indignaticn at the vary thought that

the affeir sould come out bsdly.

The ACJE shared these feelings. In Rex, it waw the pro-

videntisl instrument through which the idesl of the CabRBo-
lic sction would finally penetrate into profane reslities,
end wculd revitaslize sll of society.
procd@imed Rex's sub-title. " All political life..." said

Vlien. Degrelle #as the messenger of truth whose fiery

rhetorio was chagrged with words of salvation. A great
number of prieats and a wave of youth, especially from the
studant milieu slready adhered with feith to this reddfined
ideal, 80 much more captivsting now thst it was summed up

languaﬁt

in such picturesque and prestigious(vord®)

Nevertheless, the organized movement of the ACJB was no to

be lesd blindly into this venture. Degrelle had never

bsen s pert of its stsff, nor 4id he inkist in becoming

~ppi'g. of 1t. Did he unconsciously feel that the Catholic

utm ulelpllno. diuetly lubordimtc to ﬂ oochuuuc

" All literary life.l.

b“.‘ ﬁtﬂohr‘ ulnoo -puhuuuon, vatbhed with great

oproh.nolon the grewth of snother youth movement at its
rellying .

. 8ide, porfoet.ly free, and CHRRAR to its ocguse all

youth without distinction of condition or origine .
The J.0.,0¢ who felt the u-“lt sgainst the institutions
instinotively sdhered to by the workere world#, the J.A.C,

‘nd others beceme on the defensive.

TENJIOND AND AGGRESSIONS =

Under suoh conditions, frictions wore inevitable,
Here was rdsing its voice sg-ainst "Nation Belge,"
e dnsily, officislly neutrsl but having many Cftholics
among 1ts resders. Rex accused “Nation Belge e" of
a systemstioc nostility against everything cetholic.
Inoited by this sccusation, Nstion Belge retalieted
ty tsking to task Mgr. Picerd, Rex s moral gusranty,
who hed just finished collaborting with this newspaper.
M¢r. Ploar4 answered with the statement that he had
recently sskud the sdministrstive council of the

cocperstive to sccept hies resignation as

president, a post which he had accepted only on a
.ruvin basks, to facllitate trarssctions . This
res'vnation ROGEEEP Of siominiatrstor nowever, does not
feily that 1 withdraw oy ccli-bYcmion and friendly
supiort of Rex :a! tions," he aided. This statement
wes noted with regret, by Naticn (December 12, 1933).,
To
To avold further i!sundersinnding

-

, Mgr. Ficard wrote
to Naticon, o sec.:d Lime, this time flving hommage Lo
the newsrapder “wnich had slwsys trested Cantolicism
witn the highest honor and est em,” and alaso to clarify

the nature of his ectusl relstions with Rex:
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. The patronace wAioh ] have conser- At e ot \. oard Ma¥ 7 :
ved of RexX since thst cozpeny becrme S : llm h&t}h ce of - v ]
legally distinct frca the Main 0rfice several conflicts. of um nature in - :
of the @atno.ic Actlion nc lonser tha gourse of these last weeks,
antslls, {n fect, the previcus censure notably in s violent campaign with
of its encurwmcus production. ] conten- wvhich the Msin Office 1s declaredly
ted myself with advice of a Fenearal nature, dissociated,
and with ocessional remarke. If thle «
formuls proves to be inede u@ste or These defaults gravely emperil
cerilous upon ite ex;erience, n. 1s ‘ not only the interior discipline,
not YPSEPEPEANEE® unamennatle . ‘ but slso the @##& reputation of the
Catholic Action, as well as its 1
By this statement, Mgr. Plcerd seught to pruve that imperstive independence from politi-
his intervention in the Nati~g incldont w.il! not nave cal soction. An editing house and its
reen inefficacious(ineffective). organizations which engsge in such
;ctivi:é:a o:nrﬁi pget.eréd to hav; de
Laayt priviliged patronsge o e
But there wem™ worse things to come. VY]lan launched Catholic Action and at the seme time :;;;;;}'y
iy participate in politicsl action, &#$&
into an odious atdack against the -x m!nllno:c:;gzz. &8pecially with t?e verve and vigor
Jaspar... Degrelle's aggressive attitude 4990P2ORMER cusbomary to Rex.
increasingly The question wss thus placed on a matter of
mmncun*na-menuumuy--monnnp1v 4isoriented

principle as well as contrscts formslly concluded
and confused the minds of his resdere, his press becane

- On December 16, 1in unsnimou reement, voiced by the
more snd more involved in political battles, and the ° ' uns s a8 y

Comission of coordination of the ACJB, the Hein Office
advice of his morsl councellor was less and less P#POe

. asked Rex "®#shemtofor to faithfully respect all
Bdhered to.(1 know, Cherl, ending s sentence with o

the injunctions 1ade to $MéR by Mgr. Picsrd, snd to
preposition 18 a cardinal sin in elementery English ’

composition ~ sm 1 doomed tc » grsmmeticsl hell?) . separite 1tself from the nolitical newspsper Vian . "
Tbe__(inai blow came on December 22, when the Msin O!ﬂ.o.' "Furthermore," the note added, " 1t should be understood
of the Cetholic Action issued a summons %o Bex ., to that the ulterior collaborstion of Mr. Leon Degrelle
modifiy its way of procudure. R with political movements and publications could only

“The Mein Office of. engender the above-noted difficulties which we most

emphaticsally wAsh to avoid." Rex was given until

January 31 to execute these orders., If the ACJB did

|
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R it
‘the lease would be eanc&lkd &: ‘acoordsnce with the -
nsno-ont of the tranlror o?';:barol to Mr. Degrelle,
the episcopal suthority would be fully informed of
conflict,
the A and the Main Office would publiah s decree that
neither it nor sny of its organizations are now in
nmy way connected with Rex Tditions.

Thie was the ultimstum, and there was great
ex:itement at Rex. Eduard Degrelle hastemd to sssure
Mgr. Plcard that he would exert sll his influence
on hie son to maske him conform to ordqre. To Mgr.
Picard he writes, "It is my p;rsonal evinion that it
i8 better for Rex not to a politicsl machine, snd tht
it should remsin in unified action with your Masin
O:'fice, thus margﬂing s com2late union with the
organisms of the Catholic Actlon.” (December 31).

What will the chief of Rex do?.... this man
who never takes "no'"

for an answer? He seexs to parry

We 1'. "
the thbust. ®#, interested in pdlities? Have we done

amy more than othr Catholic newspapers who print simﬁl-

taneously religious and political articles?

"Puring months and months no one found
this incowmpatible... All the trouble
started in these last months, when we

thought it our duty to lead a campsign
whioh displeased the government...

+—1 ‘_'-~—-_~

..\_“ A R

1 bt

ik B i e ‘think 1€ enough .that Mar.
L4 1m0 ofif 101411y given his

i

A "Tresignation as president of the Council,
A n‘t he ‘declared in the

e he was not repommible for the

: -rticlu 4in our newspapers, 'and that

We ourselves inserted a orystal clear
dsclarstion on this subject in our
newspap era this week? *

Furthermore, Degrelle challenged the Main Offige's
assertion of ever having had charge of the nevspapers,

maintaining that their responsibility was limited

to books. He announced that Rex and Vlgn will

publish an article according to which Rex Editions
total
will SOS#989 assume ¥M® responsiblity of all its

1934,).,
Degrelle thus intended to hsve free rein in

newspapers from now on. (January 3,

nies politicel sction. He relected asll Of Mer.

"Picard's control, without however relecting #me%all

gatholic Action pstronage. He refluesd to bow to

quthority, even to the one who opened the way of

au rcess for him. This indenepndence made the =ituastion

clear., That ssme day, s joint c.mmuniqué by the

Main Office of the Catholiic Action snd the A.C.J.B
wae ivsued to the press, "to inform the publiz of
thetp dissociation with Rex Edtions, "

know
wae motivated by thepAorganic imcompstibilty, and

This decision

furthered by the fsot thst the directive offices

. —
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"< Onl Janhaley! 5% r. c-rd -ddron-od a2 letter ; S Lo
- T R Thul ler. Ploard's position was not entirely clesr,
1 O ﬁo eurdinl van Roey, in which hé :

; ‘ of- %ho oonfliots - A complete break seemed brutsl to him, and such »

L gesture seemed unjustified in view of the " important
It il ‘a0 lonsor posdble for us to keep sn attitude of .

to

services wAich Rex Edtions rendered|the Catholic cpuse. "
hoo!t!ation and expectsation, which we adopted at

(Communique 6f the ACJB). And Purther, would he have the
Ylan's_ creation, in order to avoid wronging an interes- '

strength to bre~k with Degrelle, for whom he held the
ting snd im-ortant moftvement of Catholic publication )

deepest friendshipt The ambiguity of this perseonal
and publicity. OUr prolonced s‘lence actually crestad

atiitude was to have grave consequences in prolongling
dsmmaging confusions to the Catholic Action...” "I_ the

the difficulty .
beginning, Vlan had only been s newspaper of doctitne

oM Jenuary 13, Degrelle writes in Rex:
and inflommation; this would still not have been

We have since tR#S "

Disagreément with the ACJB? How
incompatibbe with our pstronage. S##i®e that time

can one immerine such s thing: The

ACJB was our youth... of all the
expressed the source of our asnxietiss to Mr. Degrelle.” Rexistes., We lived it. We served
it for yesrs. All the departmments
PRAS WS SE*NENE=PIGSI PG, of Rex are directed by old milltants
of the ACJB, those who had the
Thus the patronsge of the Catholic Actlon was coursge, those who wanted to consacrate
their 1desl, end sacrifice everything
withdrawp from Rex Edtions. As for his personal re- in order to ppice themsel®ves in
. . the service of an uncessdng and exclu-
lations with Rex, Mgr. Picard advised the Cardinsl 81f apostleshipe.... They risqued not
alresdy only their youth but their bresd. The
thst which he hsd:snnounced to Nstion Belge! 72 permanent staff membere of Rex
. ’ were coldly and voluntsrily the actors
“We will do everything 1in our power in s heroique adventure.,In a few years,
to svoild s cgblic display of polemics. they aschieved, psrtislly, but vigorously
As soon as the distinction is well thst which the ACJB dresmed of. After
estatlished in the public's eyes, all that, how can one dresm even for an
we will once more undertake an occas- 4nstant, that there would be #epaptase
sional collaboration which we have frici ion and s bresk between the
alwgys given to Rex enterprises, snd AQJB and the leaders of Rex, everyone
we will not cesse, even now, to

J one of them a 106X ace)ibiate " . ‘
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What then, according to him, had happened? It was
simplet
: " Rex was a movement which had developed in an

atmosﬁhnpe ofastonishing dymamism,##& served by the most
organization
precise SGASA¥ESSAHEESN, and cculd not as of now hold

itsqlr to the concentrated and restr=ined program of the
ACJB." Whst else are we doing but t8% applying SR&
Pope Plus' 1924 recommendation to csnon FErohee:
"The solidly formed Christiasn should sprend out beyond
the 1ife which he has received. He shoudl dlistrtiribute
this tressure of Christisnity everywhere, putting it to
work in =11 domains$ in femily life, in public life,
and in political life."

Politics, yes." One elither becomes concerned
with 1t, or one t8 strsngled by 1t...."

"H,w many times were we sorry to

sée the ACJB keeping their youth

away from politics...? We understood
that these thousand of complai-ing
friends were right, and that the

time had come for the first group of men
formed by the ACJB #4of#® tsoke

part in public life. We opened the
flood-gates to give the country a
rough and courageous army assembled
under the Rex'flag. And alresdy behind
us they are closing the gates SR*SRE
Row*2¢¥§88 to shape the new levies in
the hermetic confinement of the ACJB,
the new levies who we hope will some
day Join us."

_j_ﬂm’wu this distinction however, our engsging in
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313 ! ¢l Yo' the! opnt 4%t 1s_precdsely
e . %038 pession for Christ which enflsmes
. and! pus |8 onvward to new conquests.
= : —dust—us_before, snd even more 50, ve
—~———+—L .. ——.. follow- our-labor of Peve and feith,
e projecting into all WaER 1ifs God's
) . light and the vibration of Cabholicism.
o Never has an ers had greater need of the
. comrort of the Cross.We will bring back the
calm, seredty, and the light of Christ,
into the morsls, #fi%éminds, and all
tbat influences men and their homes.
O r political sctivity will be an outgrowth

oY this,,snd its strate oreover, will
be entirely difforcntl"éi§§§§§:l!§::iifggs
nstions MESPEANE from & toll

sfesees

#eRE interests,.. We want to
eliminste from our country as soon as
possible, all that stimulsatgs religious
conflicts, and €M9¥® poisén ligbus
atmosphere... Let the Cstholics be ssints,
snd let their sanctity shine forth:
snd tgo anti-clerics will cesse to despise
UBeee

+
Cl
Lo

With such spirit, how could one not "reconstruct the
country and revive the souls of men?"

“Belgium has need of a new spirit - she hss
need of men who do not come to power harrassed,
scepédc, snd defested before the bsttle éry
has sounded . Ten yesrs from now, Belgium

. will have changed fsce in its material snd
morel structure. For this we need atrong,
rough men, with a clepge idesl sndasense of
action, adapted to our times snd impregnsted
with the 1ife of the people they will hagv=
to save, Oyr grest red flsgs, emblazoned
with the Crown of Christ will lesd not only
the conquests of hearts and souls , but
in revitslizing the country by msking men
avare of chsrity snd nstionsl duty. »
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This citation is long, but necessary. In this

- discourse, Leon Degrelle 1s to define in his sonorous

 Fope Piul XI 's words ,_.; prihtod. m big nJF,

and emotionsl l=ngusge, the idesl which he will

miitics 1s not a business,

communicate to the magsses?
1t 1s g service, a devotion, a s@erifice; 1t %g g Freot
love. Rex 13 cited as an exsmple of these Brhistisn .
virtues in renovating the very ides of pddgtics. All
this thenks to the Catholic Action snd the AGJB. 4nd
this was the source of mysticism which was to infect
the masses. It would start with those incited by the
enthusissm of the youth congress, who under the intoxica
tion of acclaiming Cerist the King were walting to be
pushed into action by the emergence of s new prophet of

could

the times, Degrelle 88# do without the aupport of the

Cathollc Action, for he #f® walked away with sll its

zeal
POPVOP; this was far better than a contract.

SERARATION &
Thus a great tumm of events occured, and the

logic of the situation will tske 1ts course.

Péwel-uenda
m—w‘ o Re ks,

On Jsnusry 13, chrono postedqen oxop
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- -om. January T o

axplain thia mxu -thatAVlen -tarud a chronicle - - - -

entitled “The Diotstorship of Profit (du profitariat)$”

socliety

some
In it were publiahedﬂmandattoa of SERTAES

sdmiuiatrét-

tors withheld by different. Catholic politicisns . This

ontinued on the 22nd, in a copy which commented on the

ceath of K*ng Albert: this time the cream of the Catholic
was carted off Judicial
party S#4B8#ME*¥8d to thejpscaffold: Jules Poncelet,

were bsked
Carton de Wiart, de Kerckhove d'Exaserde, all ##&# of the
clay

ssme ##Re. Next time it would be Piarre Davad,de Purlet,

F. Delannoy, P. de Liedekerke, A. De Schrijver, L. Husrt,
r
L. Gend®ebien, Frans vsn Cauwelsert, Psul ‘dauwe*nens,.

Praper Poullet... a panoply of honorsble men sni respected

names... Dagrelle was now engaged in s vs-t maneouvre

of excurgation. It was thought th-t Vlan was destined to

fight the leftist® parties, but the wheels were reversed:

"We have begun a clean-pp," explsined Degrelle. At the

same time the lesder of Rex was meetingue (sic) (hsve no

‘jen whet thls mesns - Jocked everywhere)... his success

grew. No need to be astonished at this. The country, as

well s8 the rest of the world was undergoing a grsve econo-

mic crisis. Unemployment was at a record mght ., and

snxlety was rampant in all 8oical classes. #here would

the remedy come from? Degrelle warned about this...

—
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BBelgium i1s &¢ tha .eve of ruin and desaster. It will
ﬁeod strong-hearted surgeons" (Rex, January 13.). He
chose the best moment to become the public prosecutor.
So many people had grest weights on their minds!,So

mute
many nourished s &#&® resentment: Finally a voice 1s

raised to liberate thier consciences snd dissipate thelr . .

bitterness by desigmmting and nasmins the gullty ones.
What better stimulsnt for a désinterested reform of
dividend~-fat

the Stste thsn to denounce jpoliticlens vhiiz workers of
all classes were tightening their belts. ZThe classic
procedure of demagogues of all times took 1ts full
effect,

For its part, the Catholic Action, thoough ite
MAAn O6ffice executed its intended meassures. Actually,
the 8situstion wae paradoxicsel: Rex continued to occupy
the same building ss the Main Office, which was ahetghbor
to the ACJB.. At the top of the main staircase, there was

on which

a door WESAS#® o bold nsmeplate proclaimedt"Rex,

General [Arector.” To got th Ngr Picard, one continued . .

through a backstaircase, to the second floor. Since the
‘clt.abliahonent of Rex, Degrelle had a great red flag msde,

Tt L T T T

— - | ; _
i . TT, ,

fluttered
d vit.h an mbln. which now ##%¢€ on the: bnlcony.
5 v fail hqvo hid xiqitoro+v401t*!$h.‘k
. L‘L_‘7 e ._‘,_ _ i
_7 - : l I , i
= e L gt Y : “‘* g 2

;, : i :';5 : bi l the upo building ‘®ecame
: : lliln“&tﬂco romuny canceled
! W'T AT
—4he—] Bosrouo 15nond this, and delayed any
- ;_4_i_a

. action, “Tho attoir vas settled in court, end finally
following
on May 1, tho Chief and his OREGENEEE vscated the

premisés.

There were othor'troublel too. Degrolle'ﬁ
to be cosstly

megalomanis began 'O'GOli'iﬁtl'etat e In publishing
80 many books snd newspspSers, one after the other, in
defiance of gll control, Dsgfelle preeipitated Rex's
finsncial chsos. Creditors snd printers claimed thaeir
due. Rex would have Seen liqui@ated st that time, if
it hadn't been for one of his msin creditora,wsgten
reslized that 1f he wanted to get eny of his funds tack,
it was better to let Rex continue, subject of course to
strict control. Thenks to thst commercisl apecuddtion ,
Degrelle managed to get out of hot water.

A8 for Mer. Plicsrd, he wished to explain himself
frankly buf loyslly. In Resliser, sn@® orgsn of the JIC ,
,he replies to Degrelle's 8a8t srticle. He sincerely
8a08#Pe4 4 sires to avold " a show of polemics over
the exchange of notes between the S,G.A.C. and Rex

Editions." ( He still spoke or.Rex Editioné, whereas

4
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Desrelle only recognized the nsme of "Rex.," ). "But we et + e e - . I
__ _inithelers, 18 )iterstui economic. SO
. e .- sture,in oopr ... ]
8t1ll wish to remsin faithful to the golden rules . _gg%%&iga1‘9{%gg1§g&%9nqiioalxgp_sqgl-gr the . = . . .
atholic Action 18 to stimulate and prepsre ‘ -
Amicus Pleto, msgis smics veritas. Thils 1s why our S I::riiiﬁéfi ﬁo'birry'tbo‘light‘:ud'11{3,’
be conferred upon them by Christ, into a
langunge willlclesr, but friendly." “these direotiona. The Cakholic Action, we
. often say, 1s sn excellent thing provided one
He then continued to exrlsin how the publicsetion leaves 1%t not with the intent of abandoning
it, but with the intent of returning to it
of Vlsn had ctlaced him in s delicate position. " At ‘ unéeeeingl¥ to 1nvigcxl"'te one's energies,
take order's from one's lenders, and to
that time this weekly did not pose the ssma tone as it . atrengthen the bonds of t‘riendel’,xip with one's

brotherd#-in-asrms and the apostleship.

does now. It was ceeking its way. We would have liked " We sre thus going further than M. vegrelle,
. and the Rex Editions in warning the Acelitlstes

to see it orlented towsrds a doctrinal aspproach, which agsins a narrwe snd exclusive conceptlon of

. the Catholic Action. For the past ten gesrs,
would have permitted the SGAC to continue to lend its offic: we have repested to all who will listen,

that 1f the Cath:1lic Actlongis _yse
support to the Rex Edtions . The changing of the sube averythl t 13 only aufff%!!%f‘&gézfzzgz§%;b
ike Teligion, of which it 18 a menifest-tio

title from "All political life,” to " All civic life," and an enlightenment -———" |

—"to use sn exvresaion of

or "All putlic 1life" was envissged. But 1ita developement 3t. Paul,
. But, another principle oonstsntly affirmed by the
took a comcletely different turn.” ecclasiastic suthority was thst the Catholic Action

should not take on political respcnsibllities.
Rex Editions were constitusted intd an autonomous,

"As a consequence, the Rex Editions who have

cooperative soclety, no longer st the service of the now become the directive eenter of s political
movament ¢sn no longer clsim the offlcsl
ACJB nor of sny other orgsnization of the Catholie backing of the Catho.ic Action, even for the

reilgious of asoostolic side of their sctivities,
Trom now on Rex Editions must sssums full

Oune .
Actlon. 9¥8%80u1d take one's time. This said, Mgr.
responsiblibity of their commercial, “inancial

-

Picard adressed a few corrections snd some compliments ‘ . and spptitual oublication sctivities."
to the "very simisble article" of M. Degrelle, o And finslly, Degrelle's projsct:

“The ACJB hes never mesnt to stifle the = = ° C "...was to make Rex %9322298 the religious
enthusiasm: and the activities of: th - Y . - flag wew@me which rally young i
people in it. - Om- the copt s—Ats moOtto. Aol people and men from sll dolitical sides,

T ch 1!;thlwlﬂl&nLog_fll. n oproaite or slike, as well as ¥a® politicsl i

.. . . sotions gro (A b1 o rally which would assemble all patriots |
I R take. . N AL . W X regardéess of politicsl or religious
1T allfs o ah pot EYe Dot Yo% AR convictions... this to us would be utopis.,. |
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IR : 'f" ae two th togather under R ERE
B L
SR 1.- sstble ¢« “Yollwwing this t.nought R

- to thfbnd , we would even say thet - S
_there 1s samething shooking in the . -
creation of a mystical roligious apost-
" 14ship, creened with Rex's name and
that of its leader, WRIGGSIRGSEE*EP pud
ROVESARISG SSRGS AG*SEAE utilizing
AL A resulting prestige to lead a
political combst or conquest, "

With these last words Mgg. Ploard brought to light
L1t ]
il.'f'!!e!oa!‘Oﬂtlnsisll’!ﬂ&'Qﬂp?g"tl!lﬂ!!lod’!y'ﬂ!s

the most troubling and paptious tactic of Rexg

PPANG TREBEGENS8 tho conscious exploitstion of deliberstely
stimulated rellgious energy snd enthusiasm (atimulated
tv prose) for other thsn its ss=2mingly in-ended purposes.
The sctual purpose of course, was the agitation of the
readers to follow the nsrscnal whifms snd dictates® of
Leon Degrelle,

Thﬁé the separation on the orgsanic plan was taken
care ofe. A8

for their personal reliaticns, Degrelle

was csreful to minimize the bresk. While their officisl

relqtions were car-ied on through the mail and

as in
the process server, their personal encounters, sy
the corridors, never failed to disarm Mgr. Picard . Degrelle'
salljes would disccncert even the most solid adverasry.

However Mgr. Picard did not like &eing addressed with

such apperent esse ang unconcern for the actual state

of things,

—
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his rece citrant ﬁubii.T

2k,

f 'Ihy 46 "you
h&l.«botor0 vitnolool. All this
vould iiiho orf 1ike water of a duck'e back, nevertheles

0 42

-lsr Ptuard denim have the strength to make the final
. brub &g;u smica verftes, sed smicys Ploto,.,

In particulsr cases however, his actions were more
at
At o time when Rex'se creditors were Of the
Ha osgam ;qf\oh
point of ligquidsting ¥, Mgr. Picserd sent some formsl
instructions
23,802 (230

rigorous.

to Father Foucart from Moulin (- rance),

on March 15, Father Foucart wese the SGAC sdministrstor,

-nd the instructions concerned sn srrangement to be made
need have
me ARENTA*MAVES Nok cru-leg

between Rex and the SGAC,
abcut our actions concerning Degrelle, for it 13 he
who brought sbout #88# the ssnctions which we will apcly
against him, in behaving contr=ry to 3ll ordere we seve nlim.
r2t=2in hies collz2teraticn 1In
out the better for t:;é*.

Neverthaelss if we can

e
.But he must be left with no power of simirictrati.n
+# rre !'“Qvf,: e mserTed Ltrt)

the

diting work, we will come

whatsosver. t Mr. Derreile 1s to
neswpape#s snd other edlicstionse
have ARGEP*RIF*ALPEEEL6M Jnder 12 4'~ections

solely for editing -urposes; for his eciting work,
he is tc be sirictly held to the directions of the Adm!-

tr-tion Council..., he is to hsve s monthly indemnity




thc llajor

g ” ’ management
ﬂﬁoqt., .nd t.hoy should name aft ulﬂs;'”'

leilt-BW scquits himeelf well 1in

aks and SASES* gives evidence of having mended

hio ways, he ,Aé once sgsin find a position at Rex.
Ir gg:. he will be ousted by the Obuncil, where he does not

hold # majority in fevor," oSuch views showed thst Mgr.

Pilosrd had no suthority cver Degrelle st the moment, 1

Degrelle made evsry effrot not to burn sll hie
day
bridges be-ind him. Thejafter his forced derarture from the

ACJB H use (may 1 ) he wrote to Mgr. Picard that he wanted

verv much to sse him.... "not to talk to ycu =%out sll

ur troables, but to reaffirm the esteem and aflection I

ve alwavs umainteined for vou. I hsve suffered greatl

‘o the 1incidents which -~receeded .y denarture, and I

1 mest anmious Lo prove with =11 my heari's sincerity

th t my eratitude and aflection are ‘ust a3 strong as ever,

if nct more so.” And he rror2gded to cive him news about

118 ch ' ldren..That little message was tcuching, snd actually
Mpr. ticard was tcrn apart, besten snd frief-stricken.

took refuge
After Degrolle left, he WEAS*E#+€8M* gt 3 friend's bouss,

\l'%‘;ﬁﬁm ' 4

1 On February 9, Mer. Picard formslly expressed
“being abvolutely free of sny attanchement to
moral 28 well ss material." He ren.un@ed the
tion snd ccllabor tion of the s~ct ty (lstter

#oPteorre

I8 can't take it snymore...'

his wiil of
Rex,
administrs-~
to Mr

Nothomb, with 3 power deleraticn in view of the

Pebruary 14 general assembly)
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S !batnur our innermost . reolinsn at the stste.of __ -

w doPurs, :'//‘!. e o
ﬁ vo 'still mw‘;ﬂ“and -

wookved ,
Mnisundentandiw Unfortunately nothing of

sy A2F
the kind happened o Leon Degrelle continued to“
vqnh Tl cock + i 7

. ‘ ‘w both ends# the Cgtholic spostleship,

with the fervent declarstions of sn suthentic militant
of Christ-King, and political polamics, with all the
vehemence of hls wen temé@perament.

At the and of March, Degrellee's financisl
dificulties forced him to mepge Rex and Vlan:

11/60
elivery of two frontoieces:

esch week

the redder would receive s

Rex on the first page, and Vlen in the bdck. The literary

part exceeded the political part in cuigntity, but the one

orinted in picrate drew infi-itely mcre attention. At
Jeards sy A
the moment Rex waeAtiraddq; sg=2inet the franc-masons,

iceepiny dody of
celléq for G&Aﬂm_hm 1mmbrn!1ty and never missed

an occasion to harangue high finance, the "bankst,er#
nment
and the gove rMl@MeAS which ceme to thelr aid.(many

importsnt bsnkk found themselves 1moorilod)'

Chowmifers

tive 1deas, Rex would btorrow with “.al'{ the in‘ormation

A3 to construc-

it needed from oadumns of studies pubﬁished by taeologlians of
Christlan democracy such as R.P.Rutten, the soatle of

syndicats, and R,P, Aren‘t, director of the buresu of

4

| R
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. syndicat studd€s. He would write articles favorable to ‘ oy K 11 " i 2 ;
corporatism, s popular svstem in the different C83tholic i e : + -'I} >: ylihe opsuly Ritniviatubduaedi )
circles. All this did nct distinguish him thot much from DU v v 24 D ‘ "“LMMT -and-the royddty
existing currents, btut at ce~t~'n times more oririnal ‘;L 19 - » p 11?-1&-'('!!?"!"'!9‘ ‘“8'«1'*: 24)0
1dess wculd pe#rce through. Thus, in an article antitled | __i j.' _ff‘f?'!bﬂ’ﬂbunt‘lo More and mdre young
"WRR#S What we want for cur ﬂn'mtr'y/" Rex lists as s . W Mf‘”“ of the Catholic Action were beim snstched up
first point:"A stronger snd mcre stable nower, active and . . . by this impetuous torrent, which Rex fed "1‘1:(’;’2:0“
responsible, with direct, freguent snd peBific contsat ~exelting force of its lsngusge. In esch 8889y , :
with the messesj" this 1s explained in precise terms: carefuly selected reader's mseil sdded to show the
?..lthis oower) would e nelped by s parlementary, consultstii grcwing tone of enthusiasm
organ, strictly snd rsdically modified in %8 recrutment snd j “ Rex“l progress; pueshing aseide all obstacles,
in the spacislizstion of its work."' Even this #ffig® “ and sweeping sway the nypocrftes snd black orophets,

antionwlnmentarianism di1d not seem to set Rex apsrt from a
found fasvor
constitutional rerorm movement which BOSSRE*RAPRENS

Rex progresses everywhere, sustsined by and incredible

vigor,and thoussnds of regenerated Catholica. We

with a large number of Cstholic intallectusls. ssvrasen hqve forgotten, SM#¥ at the time of Rex's sttempted
These fighting attitudes, and pdliticaljSefpentfg ‘

: agitation
becsme clothed in a Christisn mysitleism, in full ov{q}_ut,iosi.

ssasssinstion, that God's psasion and the srdor ef

8 youth ready to do snything, wer¢stronger than

. : APeEERAS SRS
In an °d“‘°”°1’ » n>wspsper prints these linest : . gilded jeslousy, venomous scandsls snd @#B### drawing-

" Insigrla “ Rex": s sign, a cross, a crewn, a8 word. . i

L
Rex'8 srmy has a sign sand a word- What a Battle!- ! room Gsbsls. (Auguet 17) bees hrard
Itde nsme: rexiste - its soul: Catholic - its hesrts :
_ » the hesrt of Christ - Its spiritt: apoatol%o- Never hasa M a more pathetic tonejas when
; Its sed 1 t th r C t Jul

ST 20' 1;;::.).1 and © kidgdom of Chris ( " y o Rex play#he victim. " Rex hes been pushed around,

_ o wgrd was trinsalted from 'msigno vhioh alao S murdered becsuse of its spostclic intrangesncy, and

4 - i meriou.o IR S ; : : |

SRR e Ll e | i S X

the vigor of 1ts 1desl.” The rest of the srticle

- 1 e rdv..;fw—'—,M’— AL CHEE S TR I R S
o '

‘;jiz_.l e

| r TJ T }ﬂ“‘ll B T £ expounds on the sufferingsof St. Theresa &6 Lisieux.
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A,
It goes without saygAg thst with such/tone, Rex

continued to consider iteelf as an authentic Cstholiec

movement. One day 1t pecesed s circular reading:

"Rex to be sold at sll churched. Rex, the mcvoment of Hu_

@atholic Action. "(July 12)e 3 sec p. 27T m ert Jur<
b

J In const,nt,aﬂx creatw%)mlonﬁimﬁeﬂjﬁ_“m
»»»» eep auWay

the AGIBR dowcerately—tried—teo-remove. . our netional
unexpecte
life, aven outdelng iteelf-by the vitulsnes of e
\‘\

ARORPOE* langusze 1g_5gggEH:ho—&&a—eﬂstomgry—postttcEEQL

Rex succeeded in vexing the quslified orgsnizstions of the

Catholic Action. This ip spite of the ACJB'se desverate

efforts to keep this confusion from entering public life,

unexpected
and sven ocutdoing itesdlf by the:virulence of its
language en éégard to tis customsry positions, both on
a religious a8 well as on the politicsl plan. On

rally

June 24, the Women's ACJB held a big éonference)in
Bruseels. It was the first of its kind.
thousands of $é&R@*girle

participated in it. -

Tens of
from all over the country

On this cccasion, Rex oulished s

®

ap::ial edition inviting. tbo girls. to thqﬂpoptllphid. ;g_j;h
e ‘

bylproal. The ACJB vas oppolod to 1tl»d;ft?1 pipnk B

..‘-.__

On Septesber 25, Degrelle t&Ptd'.Te*km Rkt

B! b; O.Qt ] SRR RIS
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24 | Rex this, Rex that one was ss possbble as the next, that
- 1&~¢tood -
hov. RESSUERREY -

Further ong it read, "Throughout the country Rex can

count on enthusiastic and disciplined groups working
‘ . methodicsl
unceaselesaly for the/realizstion of thékr ideal :

to storm ell the places of influence which mcdern world can
provide for us snd enlist them into the service of Christ-Fing
end of the coun?ry."

Now 1t wae the ACJB's turn tc heccme impatlent, Tte

Geonearsl Committes ~urhliched a naw a-rugpncezent, in the

~i1pgt deys of Octover, emphasizang once afain tneir elsmentary

Aifrerences. The essentisl Dpartg re--"s:
Lv/l}/ﬁ,cf
snd cerrs¥C vratend toc Me an oregan

" 1. Rem 13 nct

of the Zgthclie ftction. Tt 1s not aatherized

ta thia of " ~t, Tt carries on cam~~ieme, such

as ite political ramneggns for axsmnle, {orbldden

by the C.tholice and

Action bv their vary noture,
- re-1tereted

by the clesrest and mecst pEESEEREY orders of His
Holyness, the Pove.
2 furthermore, we feel that 1f an institution

integral
presendg itself under the sien o{ACa olicism snd

fichrist's royslty, gives this ~roffession of fasith

— R
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Thie decleration, of ~hicn several rrevaretery versiors(ore

in exlstence, cle=rly re~rfthe mark of MORY*PISARAN ' h1s

® -

devotion and love,sn outburst such 28 that which

cleime

characterizes the)orcpscanda ##& of Rax, ond if 1t

arocuses s veritable mysticism of religious essence

in its followers =nd collaboratdrs,

fitting nor permisesibhle for this institulon to throw

it 18 nelther

itself into vclemice ond into cemneipgna which oup

holy relicion casnnct be 1ixed ur with. 7Tt is not only '

the

Tetholic Azticr which should

be disengaced from

orofene
Dolihica,ﬁ/jﬂf¢ﬁd/ﬂﬂd/ hattles snd Dneslong)nnd

earhtly in-ereets, but sll thase whe rreterd tofiirect?:

a ca 8
serve &E#P484¥¥ oni renres wg/qugesgc

stvie, MUVEAFERSGNISRARAVHAEPY - SN IRN FRA,

bishop of Tournei, lker.

Cn thclicicﬂqm

{of Mgr. Picarad’e na.na

The

Rasneur,

rval
newapspders snd gavz: *t his ;zg;obn44on. It was the
first time that an bishop‘intervened 5u8115;3 on the

subject of Rex.

previous directore of the ACJE made know

disagreement with the Committee'e note;

At the ssme time however, sevarsl
their

they favored

‘the entry of oif ACJB's infg Rex, thet magnificent

‘outbome of the Catholic Action movement. (October 60.

ﬂb%psd of clesring up, the confusion deepenod.
N T

BB AGHE

sent 1t tc the Gatholic

3 ’t’ ‘.-'\ U", -
i ol F1F T 4 4
Ny tde1dg [nts popilarity risteg, Dogrelle

1n‘vh1ch'to“prepare “in’ nta

«Qeaombly. Thoro would be o " congrear

A 1) Lei s o
l-étrthiijouth proul' held st Charleroi,on October 21, !

[
*thb“raru or 2 banuot.

SRR

- VPYRL ono 1ln t a friend of Rex if one doesn't come

5,000 would assist. The word

"”idﬂﬁﬁiriééoi.“' The scene was slluring: 10,000 plstes, |
5,000 glasses; 1% miles of tadles; 10,000 elices of hsm;

7,800 1itres of beer; 30,000 toffees; 75,000 aoriccts...

3 banquet a la Gargantua... s fabulous reunfén.... 2 carvellous
plessure party orgenised in s bsnd... "Fefore the hencuat,

mass at 11300 o'clock... gepersl -ommunion in the mc ming..

Afbep the banquet, s flamitg ctrocession...”’ tnd =211 thic f6r

8 francs- 2ll expenses incloded (Serterhrer 21, 10%4.),

For greater ovrecision, 9 voints were vrinted in the

following edition. Here ar: o few:"VI : The htarniet will

be ertresemly pintgresdue. Jgzz snd entertaining music wil?
. short®

slternate with&flemlnﬂla!ﬂﬂaafﬁsﬂ and well directed

speeches . Around 4:30, leon Degrelle, standing on s
high tribunsl in the midst of brillisnt flags, wil?
address the enormous crowd, by spotlisht. VLL : Evervthing

will be sYranged to he original an? fuil of emotion?

Workmen'e delegations in their workclothes, Rexiste nurcas

on their stretchers' ena gvmnasts (acrobets) will mix '




vere. the. follweinay words r Daq:.l],.:; %a:
. . 4
L ;o 8 ggldier vith all the o -nﬂ d l 4
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font=3¢® with solemnitry. The=a will he unforgetable

merents." (se-~tehar 28),

A N
ragrelle knSeas what to do. Other corynhas bafore him

had man'ailated srowde in e 2imiler menner; nanceforward
he vonld Y#¥4/ nattern nimsel” -“ter Hitler's nnd Musso-
11ni1's stace settings. .

Put someone kept wnrteh at iournaie. The diocess
~utnnrity rrised 1ts volice agsint the mess requester
hv 3@y for Vatorer 21 corld ot be orarted- whetlamere
the gale of Rex rmbliceationa at church 4doors,
laarnine astn%l!sh-nnts) and Jocal vlaces, wae forbiden
until a2 clarifinetion was made. The “low wes direct!
Rex wes orenly disavowed tv g bishcpe Thls vwas a
rather uncemfeortehls nosttion for a "ﬁetholic
Action mcverent.' What was Decrelle aning to do?
Inousands of readers wsited bresthlessly for the
outcome.

‘The pen didn't cling to his fingers for long.
Following the warning of Mgr. Rasneur, the rolliiins,

-

editions of Rex printed in front Dage headlineaﬁr _L_“
O S _

i
IN THE SERVICE OF THE cmmcx. | Addea in Ted m., I_‘—';ﬁ

h ¥o a noynp.?lkﬁ{‘ ;.:, .

N I N L o

E -4;“ i '::,

B

! ourulvo- who hgvo swept our p“es of nlstes into an

.obtained the calculstes effect withont a»v trcntlae,

-+ AN 1wtkr,‘ooo rranou fn oxponsas, but 1t 18’ v et H

SRR ,'.ﬁﬁ' » T 1 e 39 <,
» B gdded com!oxitﬁd. ve I Yo gt

i b S covt 0 . L

oL

1mﬂunse clgcler of dishes. There was no doubt that
nga. Rasneur did not forbid the banquet - no one sasked
us to cancel it, but we wanted to Y¥/FEAAFFY do risht..."
In the gulse of the submissive son of the Skinted
Church,Degrelle prushed to bow before the wishms of a
apipit

bishop. In the ssme WEdd (vein), he rnmounced that LAY
Rex's next effort would be focused on an Intengive
oropaganda csrpsien of the Catheiis Action, nromised te
demolish (disintegrate) the apostolic p-rty of hia
progfam, snd proposed the cra~t'’on of g big nomilar d-~4ly-
to serve tnis end. 43 for the nnlitical domein~ thare
he would intsrvene only in the event that relirious
interests would bhe imrlicoted (involved). The range

rems ined

#etysd protty wide,

Whet more coild one sask for? The admiprabla eeuture

The B#shop of Tournsi made it known that Rex's manecement

countarordeeed (counteracted) its oresr coneress and t-at

it would ," he in aoreement ith tha o nlaajnaatin

autherity to vive its sctivities s9n oriertstion corf~rring

g

te the discipline o" the Tataolier tation. l
|
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On his nart, the Pishon cf Liege , Mer., Kerkhofs sent a
warm conrratuletory lattar f£ 30x ( Rex Ontobar 19th).
He colgunicat -3 his féelings to Mer, Picard, not vithout

exnresgzing the Adesire
nnd/r!c!!ﬂl thet Rex be nlsced

sdding certain recervntions
under ecclesi~stic contmd, and more nreciselv, under Mer.
Picard's ~rntrol.

Mgr.

Picard we2 himeelf move? ani sh-ken. He

dara? to hnma ~raln., In the "Pulletin of *the Redio-

"athol1que” teward the end of Gctoher, he attempted

the
e °hort clarification. After~ h-vine remindedﬁpeople

on how things stood (on the nrasert, state of affairs),

ha sonciudeAt

fe awnit ox to mske ¢ood its word with deeds. It

hns not vat been essumed by the ecclisiastic

suthority ss an organ of the ZCatho2ic Action.

Will it aver bhe? Th-t depends on it ulterior

motives (sttitudes). Rex is no longer disavowed

by the ecclisigstic suthorities since M. Dégredé

‘hae bound himself to surpress the causes of
neither 18 he

’1ts _disaporoval., But RE*ERsAsEs

positively S
The priest who has been- chargod~v&th '“;

~~ - - -epproved of.-
Jg’_j‘”nnnt.x:til-iing the activitiss of Rex. 18 not thare
o nj qﬂ obru?lchg ot;o Catholi_o cbipnse;_-o'apvs n%it ‘:Toif; )

BEST

.

oﬂyitudn.«

ﬁer. Pic.rd no longer tried to fulfill it.

especially in Lieze,

Ryt » breeze of pity blew through. Here and there,nthere

‘fears
were(doubts) thast ACJR Airectore would oo over tc ax
«n bloa if the simultaneocus cnoexistence of the two

movements would he deaclared incomretihla, In short, the

counter-ordarad hongnuaet of Cherlerc! did mere for Negrelle’

rnredtige than all hia rrofessed Ae~laratione of ths love

af Zhpiat-¥{ne. For sn axhelted youth - he wag Tore than
»n affirmato~ of faith - he wge » haro ~f Chnristian

Y1scipline; A*R#E corried 5 hit foenther - he wonl3 have

teen o

sn erxoepticnal onport irity for Nagrella to show n'meslf

dartyr,

vrovider
It 80 hernaned thet circumst-rceg #AE¥ENEE]

in publis a8 a defenter ~f the féith. 4t tats meoraent,

wretche?
“The Pree Thoncht" waa evhihiting o mfa@dANRIG (ratman cad )

f
defrocked nrigct name? roreau in tne Paoctles Hense, in

the Wallcen country., Mom™ian vaa c'ving videntlv antin’

arkc-~ 1
conferences .

- —dh
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Narrelle iumedifatoly 3ansed = victinm,
aq seriel
- givegredbutthl sreechaes at thofe meetings.

Ha decided to
Cn Bovember

4tn, 9t vnmrlarcl iteslf, he 34flel tha ax-abbe en-

his MaR¥Es &F O 000 AMANISE onditors. The amme dav,

hasiine = Jaxiste ~axpedition, Negrells nelrad tha loanrl
romlotion ~f Yvres “omeree te stor o sscond co"'wmn.
ce, Tris was nly the btecinnire. "The -ursult of the
unfrocked oriest " UIFF/YAd /Mgy/ bacomas front paced=
news in the Pav newspaper:

Deprello vill not let his

man 20, Whereever Mcresu dared to show h's fece-

in the heart of the Liege country, st Sersing, at
Borinage, he would ses tb%relle Jump Ar¥g¥ ;n the rlate
form after him, YAA*APASRIRFRINEERININS SRAANAPEARIOAINGS
ST EBHPIRENI AN Ba Bo P snd watch him crush the pitiful
Judss with his thunderoue voice of s youthful orators
" Wretched Moreau (Wretchl!) You'll pay for thisl® _
It's an oath. This threst was cerried out 8o 7011.'

thst pp the 1l4th of December, Rex was triunplun*l |
The unfrocksd Ff#AX Moresu'§d throvn 1ate the stFe

by the mlalism thonoolvct !hq or 10‘0

SRR R -

,‘1!: fLaot 188

|
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|
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i b%ﬂj_llé ioﬁ o some solr-ronlationa, through t.hn ek
"'Tadt‘fﬂf‘ty ot 'the dual oratory.

As sure as hg v;_s yi.t.q
- -t.he'pen»ba had never tried himself to this extent

Now he proved to be equelly profi-
1

with Yhe word.

cient in both realms (with both wespgons)

ING CATHOLIC YOUTH MOVEMENTS?

Nevertheless, this unforseen success did not clarify
the issues as far as the Catholic Action organizations

(p 171)

were concerned. *EARNsEA* Rattling in the relicionus arene
and followed by en ever-increasine legion of vouth
WREME rousing creers HPUNFIANRERCERCASERASRAES

was
#8 procticelly st the hee? of another Catholie youth

Taeralle

27 =& T
movement. Axe there thus zoing to be-®® parslell

mo¥Bents - both "totslitarisn?' the ACJB mmd REX ?

Could one posaibly belonz to both? The ATJB felt
haraesed for it wss pressed to exolain intself on all

sides,
s davord of
Deep down, Mgr, Picard biademe confidence. He felt
and s t the seme time found
the ACJB to be gravely menaced sSSNasARNIREsss m—

JumielFr'h
A

no position to sct, with sufficient snthority .

1 In spite of hie fecility with the pen, it wae s long
time before Degrelle rismued public speaking, Hls

4

shout ing
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!.. 1 Note (cont)

On March 13, 1975

-4 o

Louvain comnagnons 8aid that he refre=ined from
inte~venine in the sti?ente reunione

~nd thst he
proved hims~lf ~yite inapt,

, He 8ent 3 lcne latter Lo*SYRAEN
the :

Cardinal van Roey tG!?'ﬂg')in”onnina nim of the state of

confuglon which retened in the minds of everyone.

"For some’ he wrote , Rex is more thak the Cathollc
Pefore long, Rex will
nume rous
Acticn. Even Senamhap+sp
sdvice
this sasasen,

Action. revlace the Catholic

priests (hundreds) are of

In his cpinion, " the crux of the
mandated

matter 1s to lnov I1f Rex 18 or 1is not SASHENER4d by

the religious =uthority. " Now, thought Mgr. Picsrd,

Rex 18 not llkely to get such s mandste.
w M. Depgrelle wishes to exert a powerfl opinion.
His most 1mmedﬂdte embition is to create a
daily. Once he has this power, no one in
the world csn foresee what use he will make

of it. He himeelf says nothing. Only one

thing 19 certdédn: that he has an enofrmous
amdbition and dreams of ."governing his country"

" 88’he says. 'Iinpul'aiiro'a'e' he 18, he 13

k- §..

Hie Emminence

— o.pablo of-graver mpmdsncas inw mouant-**—“*‘“

2 ;
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. o™ 4 R T2 TN T I S R Wk

St G A *

75

ny’%ourt—hon seoms t.o -be ebsoluto
m&hgt tbia risk cannot be ofricially

"ﬁ& ‘the scoclesisstic suthority.

v Purthermore, Rex's manner of scting 'fs

“shosking snd I am sstonished thet it draws 80

many followers, This can only be a mattér of
tgnorence. In Rex's offices, one doesn't bother

with the cult of truth..."

Further proofs of this assertion were given by Mar,

Plonrd?t
"

let ue supnpose thet thece fears ers oxsgerated-
1t 18 surely not too exscrerated to give Rex the
#84PEee resnonsahility of 1ts nrccescses snd

camraigns. let bﬁm g8 sume 2‘& rasnongirilities

|' +.{0lF
~cursefacusly. let bjm conﬂﬂdar b‘iﬁl&' snAd lat,
:‘. he considered 28 A Catholic newsvaver.

to
N’Ane sttributes the Church of the Cathollc
Action #94f the "Cempatiens of - "Free Relgium"

or with "Twentieth Centurv" or ~ith"Rammal"

or with "The ¥allon Zourtry"...
i

As far as 1 am nrerscnellv corcerned would

be better were 1 comnletelv diseociated from Rex.

V|
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The mention of mv neme in »n¥ of Rex's affaies

onlv co-~lgnctea motters,”

Tn ~~m~lyeien, Mev. Plo-rd decired gif etiscrns)
interventicn in the some s~irit of theourht,

Thic defection was net in valn (net withont
conseriences. ).
M-lines, Thera, daclarations wrre heard that Nay
w38 not of the

not sufficient, that the Catholios shouéd enswer

, » ’

given three monthe to clarify his roaiion.
tions Bf this nsture esotually apnesred in the Rex

newspapfer.

4
a Cstholic Action movement. They ﬂ-opo;zng}-a:no

which folloued the iithClCBCG! oonnon-blnlt ct
Charloroi d1d not dwindlo

PR

:Thus s nounting (rigins) B A tﬁ'" .
] : - lerios.ot«pig 5.5,1’ a r»
D Sy S Lot Tt Lode
~ | |mere und moro opqnl EEIGRNT %
[ e | ' i bl
(B » [ 8 [ 2
= AR

Leon Tacrelle wns ~Nked to come to
Tatholin Actlon, that Ravi~m QG won
the c¢211 of the Pope, of the Catholi~ Action,and enllst

in the orgsnizations belonging to the hbrarchy. He v

Naglars-

The "Catholic Action Movement" was not then,

-al;w

1ntq41qtqu. 16 4 R

e |

It h~d those of

- 53 &
Put Rex hadl other smbitions.

serving the Zhurch -~nd C-thelirism, mt it heaq others

+

toc. fLaon Mm@aralle hoad t~1° me twenty times, has told
hundreds of oecnle nnd 4o0esn't maka 1t a secret,
that he wantes to govarn h19 ~om'rye Aht ever %@ the

pretention

masning or the senze of this GAANGEAESR mny he,

whatever one thinks of tne antitudes of tR®#® Rex's

chief tc hecome the Head of PRelgium, one thing 1s
certain for us- and th-t 19 that sn orgenism huilt

uvon “hristien feith and charity , must not and csnnot

participste in such sdventumes. " At this noint the aua!
nece breke out into interminsble anpnlause.

¥egr. Plosrd ended his discourse by oxprotting hie

oonfideace in the ACEB. " 1t 1s almoat 15 ye*r‘ g’
/kw# 61' wet
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