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I!’hii. uhid, vaich claims direct contact vith individuals vithin Poland and with .
i pecent. rdfugees, gave the following iaformation 40 the Loadon representative .
“of @ naturalised USicitisen of Polish descent vho follows developments within’

or

T
i 2

tho Bovut Orbn.. | ot

"The follovins infomtion on prisons and forced labor camps in Poland is dated June S:]

1953 tnd urlier- ! i f"":i

: et

Porcod ubor Cup at Jolc: !

. ‘ = -,

"The vilh@ror Jelct lles some 39 km southeasnt of Wroclaw, in the Olawa &istrict. C:’
The nearset railway statlon ie at Miloszyce. Prior to World War TT sha Krupp

'Schwesterverk’ factory producing grensdes atood near Jolcz. It vas hesvily damaged .‘:j

. during World War I, - o

"AL tho end of 1951 and the beginning of 1952, the conuruction of one-story barracks "”‘i

for political and crimtnal prisonars veo started around the factory. In late sutumn i

1952, the whole area had already the character o. & forced labor camp. It was i

surrounded vith e barbed.wire fence. Within the enclosure stood wore than ten resi.
dential barracks for the j—isoners, separated b{ & high vall from the remaining area. 74}
The prisoners, vho numbered at that time about 4,000, vere employed parfy on the

hall that had been previousiy restored. Two more factory halls stand cutside the
barbed-vire enclosure. It ts t.hought. that these will not be restored, as the var dam-

age u too nrtoun. : i
!

reconstruction of two factory halls and partly on motor lorry repsirs in a third : é

"Alonc tho pruomn ATH & ccmin numbar of Cermans convicted for var crings; as nu (V]

,?1

ordinary criminals, anu many people sentenced for ‘economic sabotage and abuses’ {_)
after investigations of the Special Commiseion. Many prisoners are serving short =X,
sentences, but- thcre are alsc men convicted to 10 years. P » %1:.!
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."m construction of‘ﬁrilom- _28Tracks has been rather a shoddy Job. The prisoners
ere urgsd to hurry as 'the "are destined for comvicts vho do not need solidly
constructed accommodation'. (That is the officia’ explanation madé Ly the mpervinorl).
JThe bdarrscks are divided into rooms about 100 sq meters in size, each accommodating
40-51 urinsners, The men sleep on two-tiered iron bunkn with straw msttresses. There
ie nu«lv vq ather mmiturc. . . .

"l'he priloners are paid for their work. About thm-fourth- of their wages are
deducted for the costs of their maintemance iu the camp. About one-half of the remain-

. der is paid to the prisoners' savings accounts to be given to them on the day of their .

Aitu" ' ovoc |

romne. The rcninder my be spent in the canteen.

"Priaomrs are allm& ‘o receive parcels an® money from t.heir femilies. They are also .
allowed to correspond, but many of the incoming letters do not reach them. A friend

. whq worked in the camp office for some time declared that uver&l times he sav the

sutdl burnins h«p of: letters addressed to prisoners.

"Near the vimges of Wargowo and Zydowo, in Oborniki diatrict, is a nev labor camp

the constructiom of which vas started in 1952. .The two enormous local barns bol.onging
to local PCR's have besn convexped into living quarters for the prisoners; The

local people have been informed that the.inmates of the camp will bé engaged in digging
pent tron the neiabo:hg bogs. Pedt-digging machines have been brought there.

Nrochv-neczkovoh Btreet Prisoa

"In the prison at Nec 1, Ulica Kleckowska in Wroclav there is a forced labor camp

. which employs the pris~nars. The average number of inmmtes is about 2000. More than

half are considered ‘political criminals’'. The prisoners receive no payments for
their work. ;Their vages go to pay the cout of their maintensnce. This is a bad
bargain, since the food is bad and inadequate and the living conditions unhealthy.
There is a serious spread of lung disesses among the prisoners. The only exception
is the prison carpentry shops vhere the vorkers get nmu cash ngel. . "

Labor Camps in Varsav

"The v-entralxadnniltmtion of all Warsav labor camps 18 1ocnted in the Centralny
Oboz Pracy or C.0.P. This is also a transit camp for.new prisovers, who spend a

short time there before being assigned to one of the vorking camps. At the COP.

is the centrrl hospital for all forced laborers in \!arnv. )

"No 1 Campiis at Sluzeviec. (Previously this nnber vas uud tor the cm at
Hnlmkl B'crett, vhich hn been liguidated.) !
l
Cl
ﬁo 2 Cup 10 in Ul Podchomych Very smll., . :
i

e i
lo 3 Cnp 1- in thc Jing .of the former 'robccco llaopoly sdjoining the COP .
on one ‘side,; and the f Geeaiovka Prison on the other. About 3000 prisoners.

"nnir vroduction Jnandu concrete construction bloeks..
uo. b Cc:p 1- t.t lo 2 Ulica Gmo-mlu. in the for-r 0901 hctoty. About 800 prilon-n.

Comp ¥o 1 J:l_l_u) | |
' naa A shan A% ased thmlP

"At Bo 1: (slunvicc) f.he NUNDET OF LNMMTLES TENEES DELWwwid icve waw avecs moous S2l¥

are common crinimll doinc short sentences. The next uumn ;roup are pﬂau sen-
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tenced for ‘economic abusts and sebotage’'. Apart from prorusioul black-marketeers
and speculators, this group includes many decent merchants, industrislists, srtisans

- and 'kulaks' who are mainy simpls peasants who have resisted collectivization. There
are 8 few Carman var crixinmals, a few soldiers punished for such ofteneu ummﬂm
and & small group of menx conv:tmc for vagrancy, begging ete. . ,_,.r

3. "The prisoners work on state construction projects. A state-md entemiu vhich
wishas $0 enploy forced labor must prepare the building site as i£ it were part of
a forced labor camp, is. surround it with barbed wire and ersct watch-towers for
the guards. The erdterprisé also providn potor tramsport to me the prinmrl
daily to ud rro- work.

Cn lenving and retumins to the cc-p, the prisoners are wbaected to a persoml seo.rch.

. According to fhe existing regulations, a2 prisoner fulfilling 125$ of the noml

norms of work 'should get a rediction of his sentence; i¢ svery day in which be

has fulfilled L25$ of his vork is the equivalent of two days of his sentence. The
norms are high. For example, .he working norm for a bricklayer is to duild 2.5

meters of wall in eight hours. Meny men vork hurriedly and carelesely, which

results ‘in a bad job. There has bean a genmeral deterioration .in the duilding industry
due to such 'speed-up' methods ol work. Actually the authorities have chaated many
prisoners in the calculation of the reduction of their sentences. When the dates
.come for a prisoner's releasq he is frequently kept longsr under all sorts of
pretexte. The tendency to exploit the prisoners to the utnost is obvious.

. 15. "Every tvo weeks, the camp regulstions give all the prisoners . ‘the right to receive

visits from their families. In practice, this regulation does not work vall., There
are nn arrangewents in the camp to handle the influx on Sundsys batveen P48 and
M pm,. The visits can be held in one small hut vhere two prisoners st a:time may
speak to their relatives through s double row of netting - with a spece of nearly
a yard in between-and tvo better trusted prisoners mmy sit :t s wide table facing

their viutorss

The thcmtical hslf-hour vilit depends on the caprice of thc security mrdn, wvho
can shorten it %o a fev minutes for & prisoner considered twnreliahlet and extend
o it for a 'trusted' prisoner. A priscner can be deprived o1 ‘the right to receive visits
..r nvou]: weeks as & punishment for mishshavior. Scme of the prisoners must work
. ' Some unlucky prisoners are not elloved to ses & visitor for months, On
tln other hand, disorest drives oftsn make things easier. Howvever, regulations to
the prisoners' wdvantage are only oxacutod for those prisoners who anioy & good
opinion among the security network. A 'bad? prisoner, who is consi@hded politically
unreliable, cannot get an esrlier release, although he has earnsd it} caunnot see
-his relatives aven if they have come from the other s=nd of Poland to ses hin; and
must resign himself to sceing the results of daily vork m.unoa by the controuorn

ctlcuhting the fulfillunt of norns. i

" 16, "The beh.vior of the prioom‘--« is observed by the ‘special guards’ (W) trou the

political-educaticnal depariment, vho have detailed personal records of each inmste.
An extensive nstvork of apier vorks for them. Somwe of the sples ape 'official' and
known to ovorybody, they are the prisoners vho have been entrusted with varicus camp
| functions. The othere ire secret spies, vhom the prisoners usually recognize dy the
' spacial privileges grav+~d them ag lonaar vi-'+s), They include many comeon

criminals The Volksdeutsshe also make geod apico,
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"Mo obtain & ¢cod sark in the mnitr ncordl, 1t is pecessary to behsve nu during

. the political indoctrination coyrses, vhich take two hours every week - Articles
are read {rom the newspapers sllowed in the camp (in Slusewiec, only M Ludu
a=4 *Tolnosc) or some: penphlatas mnd heakn, A Mnc\mum t' owe, . (44

propagands
.., +TyIng to gaim the good greced of the pelitisal-edusetien »' tificers, deliver
long barasgues praising c.n‘sovhtl and Cunmmuis s wuu B d cm-yﬂua; Western.

Throughout the day polit-ical munu is also brosdcast throuh r.d:lo J.oudlpnkeu
installed in every barrack. 'The camp has-its own radi~ relay station, which works

- from the morning roll-call ‘st £ sm'. until 1C pm, m\mm orders and mtmcuon-'

Are Lllo"innounccd through ﬂnn Aoudspeakers.,

"The Sluzewlec cup has a special section for Germans vho avalt repatrutibn to the
NRD, usually after serving. sentences in various Polish prisons. These Germans are
treated as internees and are not obliged to work, but meny of them prefer to work

t0 earn a little monsy. The prisoners are engapged on various State building projects. . -

The most important work is that performed Tor the Security organs on orders from
the Ministry of Security. To such coastructions are assigned the best materials
available in the country. If the work is done wrong, it is unmsade und atarted anev,

"Barczevo Prison -(German-nmmsa: Hu'tenburg) Sl

i

Barczevo is an old German prison, located in a small town in the Olazten district.
The number of priscuers held there was estimtted in spring 1953 st about 1500. Over

‘half are political prisoners. The priscmuis overcrowded. Five or six prisoners sleep

in ths former single cells. They sleep on mattresses on the floor. These 'single
cells! are used for prisomers vlith long semtences. The prisoners vith short terms
live in common cells; some sleep in beds - as & rule, two in one bed; some have to
lie on the floor. These short-term prisoners vork in the prison vorkshops as car- -
penters and locksmiths. There is also a bookebinding workshop used ul:lnly for

C o:-unist Political literature.

"The vorking pruoners are more privileged than the othen, ‘Yecause tlwy nrn a little
money with vhich they can lhcp in the prison canteen. They gllo receive a larger

daily breul rauz.on.
“Trhe percemge of German prinourl in this prison is high. ' : .

Bytom rorced Labor Caxg

"l'orced labor canp in Bytem 18 rairly new. Ite formation was probably a direct

result: of the underfulfillment of production plans by the Dymitrov mine - former :
Centrum wine~. in Bytom during 1951-52. The camp is near the mine and is adninistered
by the authorities of Bytom Prison. The number of inmates is about 1,200. They work

. in the mine in three daily shifts, and a great stress is 1laid on the tnlﬁllunt of
‘stiff working norms. The prinourl are often kept at vork ltf.cr thelr rlsullr

workinc hours, are ended. ' ) -
1 H - . ) ; . ‘ ,

Hontelumi Prilon, n’!}i‘, S .

"The Nonteluppi Prison in lnhn 188 & separate section known as the ‘'UB prison', on
the lower flocor. Im this section each cell has three-tiered bunks and each prisoner
has a place to sleep.. On the higher floors is tne general prinon in vhich political
and criminal offenders are mixed up in common cells. This part of the prison 1s so
suamarwrrdad that two or three men must use one strav matiress on the floor. There is
]
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no difference in food rations between the inmates of the tvo parts - in the over-
crowded part of the prison there used to be many illnesses caused by insufficient
fond and bad sanitary conditions. These conditions improved slightly in 1952, when
sanitary buckets veu removed from the common cells and a wnter-closet system
instaued. :

-

' Dwiwna \n the wonn a4 -f-r*r" the old German nilitary bnmcku were turned in
‘19‘&0 L0 & concentration camp for Greek partisans charged with ‘bourgecis~nation=""
alist’ tendencies. The camp is atrictly guarded by the UB and KBW. The whole
site is surrounded with & high vire fence, wish watch-towers at the corners. The
local Poles feel a great piiy for the Greeks who, observed from afar, look half-
starved and dressed in dreadful rags. But the auards frustrete al’ attempts to
approsch or help the prisoners. It i- rumored .at th. moriality rate in the camp
is high and that the prismmars include women. It is also saic that the first batch
of inmates to arrive at Dniwna vere anti-Communists caught by Communist partisans
during the unrest in Greece a.nd brought over to Poland to die by starvation and
neglect. : ; . : )
Gmduad' ?rison '

"At Grudziudz 10 or of the largeat vomen's prisons in t’ol«nd. It is located at

Ulica 1-)SzeJ Armi) Wojska Polskiego. The average numcer of iomates is 600-800. . )
They are employed in various prison workshops. Their work is badly paid. They ] .
have meagre food. ; The cells are overcrowvded. It ia estimated that a majority

of these vomen priaonern serve sentences larger than three years. There is a certain

percentage. of common criminals, but the most common offence is that of 'complicity'

in economit or political crimes; which means that the prisoner‘'s husband was charged .

vith such a crime and she herself was imprisoned on the principle of collactive

rnn:lly responaibuity.

Gg‘ono‘ Prison x

”Vurklhopu have bun dou!.opcd in the prison of aotanou. Until nuntly.

accepted practice had bean %o employ in the ‘orkshops only prisoners with shorteterm
sentences. Nov thers is svidence thet als .hose convicted for longer terms, and
even those untoneod for nr., if skilled ons of the needed professions,sre alloved
to work., - | o . o _ _

Jelcza Labor Cug : i
"The Jelczs cup, situated about 38 km east of Jrocm, 10 on m site of a nttuur
gical factory now surrounded with a high brick wall. The priscners - about 300 of
them at the end of 1952 - are employed im the construction of barracks for more
priscnars (presumed futurs capacity of the camp - about 2500) and the restoration
of damaged factory halls. At the beginning of 1953 soms fres workers were also
engaged on the repairs of the factory. But it i 4thought “hat vhen completely
renovated, the plant vill be operated excluoivoly by forced labor.

i
Racivorz Priuon : ' . ’ L ‘
"The Rlcibori Prison (Ratidor) in Upper 8ilesia holds adout 1800 priscsers in
tacpimy overcrowded quarters. Most are political prisoners. There are also
2’50&100 GCermans convicted for war crimes. The prison authorities run a workshop
peking uniforms for the army. The working morms are extremely high. II thay are
not ru.lﬂlloa, the prisoner is deprived of the right to buy extra food in the prison

canteen. .

i
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sepamtely and hundled in & muc* harsthe ay than the other pri-ours.
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Szcxecin Prhonl . e

*The ordinary priaon in s:cmin is in Dahie district at Ulics Pomorska. There '13 an
UB prison in the UB Headquartars on Ulica Malopolska. Both are reputed very over-
crovwded with solmu.en as many as fourteen men in a cell for tvo.

Siedice Prison |
i

"The Siedlce Prison is a mixed prison for men and vomen. In late autumn 1952 the

women's section was enlarged. Many female political prisoners vere dbrought from :
Warsav to serve their sentences there. The Siedlce prison has a varv \arge talloring
workshop which makes mminly uniforms for KBW officers. They arrive-at the prison
already cut, and the inmates put them together. The workshop emplys soee 150-200

"yen. There wvas an attempt to e-p\by vomen too, but the work proved too hard for

thc- end they vere t.oo slov. \

Wilkow Labor. CQ

"At Wilkov in the Wroclav voivodship there is a forced labor camp. The inmates are
employed in an iron mine nearby. This mine is 0ld and nearly exhausted. The
installations and safety devices are rather ancient. Nothing new is being done to
improve the conditions, as it is not considered vorth while. The forced labdor
prisoners vork in the mine along side a certain number of free miners, vith vhom
their relations are friendly. The total number of inmates in the Wilkow Camp is
about 1000, all vith short sentences. There is a large percentage of army soldiers
and NCOs punished for offences against wilitary discipline. They are accommodated
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