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- Uransklavern
- emdrorrnen

Aushundert Meter Tiefe einen Schacht gegraben;
: .in Westdeutschland eingetroffen

YTBRLL,

Sichen tschechischen politischen Hiiftlingen gelang auf sensationelle
Weise die Flucht aus dem Uranberghau in Joachimstal. Unter un-
vorstellharen Schwierigkeiten hatten sie sich In drel Monaten aus
hundert Meler Tiele einen Schacht gegraben, der auflerhalh der
Wachttilrme an die Oberfliche fuhrte, Diese Flucht Ist um so er-
staunlicher, als hereits im Frithjahr dieses Jahres siehen Hilltlingen
die Flucht auf die gleiche Welse gelang. Trotz der erfolglen Zer-
slirung des ersien Schachles konnte sich jelzt auch die zwelte
Gruppe erneut herausgraben, Dann aber begann in langen Niichten
die Fludn vor den Verfolgern, das Gehelztwerden In den Wiil-
demn. (Reportage Jiirgen Neven-du Mont; Photos Alfred Strobel)
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U'RANBERGWERK JOACHIMST AL, 30000 volitische und kriminelle”.
Straftiefangene sind zu Zwangsarbeit ivh tschechischen Urar<crgbau-Bezirk:
von Joachimstal verurteilt. in den vierzet, 1 verschiedenen Lagern leben meist
je 2000 Hiftlinge (Bild oben). Wegen der! auflerordentlich starken Bewachung
durch die Staatssicherheitspolizei Ist eie Flucht aus dem Lager praktisch
unmbglich. Die Fliichtlinge konnten daher nur den’ unterirdischen Weq wihlen.
DS «ie ein tigliches .Arbelissoll® zu erfililen hatten, keine Bohrwerkzeuge
besahen und jedes Gramm Sprengstolf stehlen mubten, gelang es thaen erst
aqdl havrlcr drelmom&lgur Arhclt, die Erdoberfldche 2n errrichen {Bild rechis).
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FLUCHT UND REITUNG, Zohn Nichte
marschierten die Fliidhtlinge ohne Nanrung.
“agsiiber schlicken sie verstekt (links), Lin
Liann watrde von russischen Posts erschos.
sen, Hatblot vor Eischiipfung eneichien ‘ie
ubrigen ondlich Westdeutschiand und feier-
len im Valke-Lager Wicderschen mit iheen
1ameraden, die berelts im Frihjahr gefiohen
‘varen {oben), Im Uranborgwaerk Joathimstal
talt cin- besonderes Lagergeld; fur das wo-
thentliche Rasinren gab es cine Kacte {rechts).
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on hat cine Kriminalalbdte Paris so syl wie der
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mord, Ritualmond, Mord ans Rathe? Das Gesicht i dor sildaltikanisthen $tadt
e {Swazifand), das il des Auntklarmg s Gowaltearbradens an de fng.
Tin Mrs, Verd May Tlawett heaulinagt st tappt i Dinkoln, Vor Wochon warde
Hawet, Doklor der Philosophid und seit 1941 in Sudafiika ansixsig, in threr
mogolegenen Farm anl der Veranda erdrosselt und wit starkan Verbrennungea
funden. Der Verdat debtote sich gegen den iy Deutsehlind geborenen Oxkin
uth Stedions (Hnka) wnd setne subabkan e Fran il da divse als vingige
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Mordprozell gegon dio 3R}wige
n)y denn dio Angeklaote, des Mordes an Juanne Perron, der Direkirice eines bescheldenen Pariser Hotols, hoschuls
v I keine prwehnliche Vorbiochorin, Jahrolag hat man sie als Wilerstandskilmpferin geteiort, Scirkt-toller habun
in Romancen verherrlichl, Nachdom sie ats Maguisarde verhaltot und ins K2 Ravensbriick verschloppt warde, hatte sin
durch thro unermildliche Fittsurge hohes Anschen wnler thren Mitgefangenen erworben, Und non dieset Maord, bhee
gen an fhrer besten Froundin o, Der Verdacht hiltte sldy woh nio feqen Sylvie gerichiet, ware sie nicht geflitchtet,
lordafrika wurden ale und die Augerier Bennes Suhal Mabruk {Mitte unten) und Abdultah Sualhit (rechts) verhattet,
Angoeklagte besdaddigt die Algerier, IVnn Suathit eiwartet sio pvin Kind.., (Pho w Wehner, Conrdination, AP)

9 Morc?lp:r'ozeﬂ' um Deutschén;in Siidafrika = -

Romanbheldin Sylvie,Paul. als Mérderin

Sylvio Paul (hivkk und Mith

woy

»

I der Nubie dor Enalanderis wotin oo ek dasse  Boweise® waren seln spaittieh uml

e Headubhgton stiitten jede Sthulo cnetgisch ol Dennoeh wire viellort vine Vel

urteilung e tolgt hiitte man nicht nody in tetzter Minute awt Gruned nochinaliner Unteg .
suchungen Anzeidien entdedkt, die aut einen Ritualmord schlivfien lassen, Man stelite
fest, daft Matuta (Nitel, der inzwischen festgenommene Diener von Steltens, wahr.
sehelnlich wls Tater in Prage kommt, Nodh strettet aber Matuta die Tat aby, Trdte sie
W ey wdre der erte Ritwalmord im sildaliikanischon Protektoat, (Noniptess)
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! In'the first part of 00tober 1951. lh Czechoslovak prisoners
from the Jaohymov Mines escaped to Germany. This group had worked one
| day voluntarily tover time' and instead of taking the 1lift down into
i the mine, they hid' in one of the abandoned. pits about 100 meters under
' the surfacé. | From this place the group after three and a half months'’
dugg itself to freedom using only hand tools. The tunnel which they
. dugg through led behind the wire fence of the lsbor camp. They made the
{  distance of 4O kilometers to the burder im' prison clothes, without any
mishap: The following labor and ooncentration camps are in the ,vielnity
cf Jachymov: Vykanov, Svornost, Rovmnost, Marinke, El14% I, El148 II,
‘Bratratvi.| Three additional camps are iin the nearby Horni Slavkov,
It 1s estimated that there are more thﬁn 30.000 priaonera in then Jechimov

camp8. ' |l i ' S e l

\I

, :

| H

.; - establiahedlin Czechoalovakia since 19&8 as ‘means of puniehment
| .

i

|

: “Veritas" publishes herewith a dooument about the living and

3//;orking conditions in the concentration camps in Czechoslovakia. This
"report is based on porsonal experienoea ofl Jan Ne jez-Bradley, a Czecho=-
‘slovak student, who was churged with organizing an illegal student
group and whe spreading of illegel pamphlets; of Premysl Harmann, a
;Iatudent from Prague, also a former prisoner, and of many others, who do
inot wish. to be mentioneds 5; | ! e
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B | ﬂﬁ.Cahpa of punishment (forced labor camps)
i '( , o In ﬁiechoslovakla i
! 1

Two kinda of foroced labor camps were set up in Czechoslovakia:

‘ a) There are!forced labor camps to which people are sent by the order

: of the oriminal commissions, which are established as a part of the

! National Committees (Nédrodn{ vybory). Peraons sent there are thosa who
did not attach themaelves to the general working plan and who are avolding
work- then tho unaocial onea and politically roaotionury elements, whon

-
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" the courts did not have to find guilﬁy l-‘fany actionable offeances - - -
. This type of camps ebé to serve a8 a place nf correction, so that after

a while the prironers may return into the normal soclety.

b)ETheh,there are those forcoud labor.oampq,wherefthe incorrigible
offenders of people's democratic regimes are belng sent, who were found

eniltey hv tha stata nninters and nrdinaney anitminnle wha Aonnadr ha
rr————g ~g e W R T e wwea W wieew e wamesme ] We wsliamaltad s g VALY W NAMAAW W W

. coprected by the simple way of forced labor. This second type of camps

' coull be characterized by the following slogan: "You'll either come to
: your senSes - or you'll dieI" This is also the way it is told to the
; priaonqrp phenithey are belng transported to these camps. '

I i .

' OniSeptember 16, 1949, when all the war prisoners were released,
these kind of ocamps were located only in the territory which forms the
triengle’ of Jachymov-Karlovy Vary-Marianské Lézné, 1.e. in the locality
where ther+ ars natural resources of uranium. Those prisoners, wic

- unt*l the above mentioned time worked there, were substituted by Czech

political prisoners and by oriminals.
b oo ‘ :

Once a month all the county prisons are sending transports of

; prisbﬁeré into (the main camp (collection camp), which is located on the

" outskarts of the village Vykmanov, not far from the express ralilway

i the campe |

Praha-0strov-Cheb, on the main highway lesding from Jachymov to Karbvé
Vary. From this camp the prisoners are being assigned to all the other
cemps, This camp also serves for the gathering of persons, who are

' partially or completely unfit for worlk. ThiPmra about 7000 prisoners

stuffed into the barracks at one time. A special formation of State :
security police (3000 men) has the task of caring for the external securlty:
of the camp. The headquarters of this fermstien Security Police is in ’
Ostrov, where also live the families of the members of this service.
A unit of prison guards, numbering 20 meén, cares for the security inside
. : i : H : : ) |

t . i : '

The main territory where the camps ars located lies north of
Ostrov in the circle surrounded by the oities and villages of Jachymov,
Bo%i Dar, Breitenbach, Pernink, Merklin, Hroznétin. Altogether 60 of these
cemps are here: Those well known are Bratrstv{ (1000 prisoners), Rovnost
(1050), E1148 (600) Eva (700), Maridnka ! (480), Svornost (800), Barbora (300)-

 Ji¥*ina, Sidltsfa, About 10000 members of the Security police cares for
' the outside aeduritx; formation "Kopeokj-Vrsky" cénsists of 1000 men,

'formation "Maridnka

of 1500 mon. Every camp has 5-10 prison guardswho

-care for the inside security of the camps. | i

1 g i . L : !
i 7% fbrmétibna of National Ssourity 'Police are dutisble directly

'to the Pragus headquarters; the prison guards take their orders from the

_ +headquarters of the prison;guards in thq;?lgpﬁ-Bory prison.

: | s P r : :
The oivillian population of this territory - as far aa they have

?permiasionlto reside there = is composed of German miners, but mostly

‘Security Pollce,

]

of Slovaks, who settled hers after 1945. A large part of the villeges,

‘howsver, 18 unthabited, or inhabited by the various units of the National

_ There are no special warning or caution signs in thia territory.

'Every &aitwusda Saturday and Sunday, however, there is a thorough control

'on the roads leading into or from this territory, tralns included.

' To come near the uranium mines 1s strictly prohzbited. Thers 18 a thorough

‘ - i i i

: ;il}i' . ; :

‘ A |
|

! o | : . .




G e e b 1 [

-‘3 -

‘search of those who enter, who are emplovees only and have to have
:geoialkpass-cards. Otherwiae, thsre 1s only an oocaaional control during
‘the week. o : .

The perscunel of the Nevinnal 4°curity Police and prison guards
.48 oomposed of speclally seiected and schooled Communists; their handling

.Lauk cf ﬁst*y_vfo‘vcﬁﬂ (Enclnnnha Mn_1\

 of the prisoners 1s arrogant and rough. Theae Are mosatly young men in the

: The oivilian populhtion living outside the canmp acts friendly
,towards the prisoners. As far as the prisoners working in groups outside

-of camp got in contaot with their civilian neighbors, always received
clgaretts and food frum them. The prisoners, however, are strictly forbidden
to assoolate with anyone outside the camp; many a prisoner vho got caught
‘telting: to a civilian was bodily punished. ;

’1 Situation in canps in general

By every uranium mine you'll rind a prisoners' camp. The site
for these camps|is usually selected so as to have the highes possible
‘seourity. It's usually a clsaring in the woods, a steep mountain side,
a bare plain etc. There is a so-called "no man's land" in ithe circle of
500 meters surrounding each pit, wandering into which is strictly forbidden.
Each pit 1s.encircled with a double barbed wire fence. During the night
these wire fencés are flooded with strong lights from many reflectors.
Alongside: the wire fence - with ahort distance inbetwoen - xxxndxgx are

guard towera oocupied by guards with machline guns,.

i &v The ' camps ‘themselves are surrounded by a single barbod wire fence
and provided with raflectors from the outaside as well as from the inside
of the camp; There is a ocontrol statlon of the National Seocurity Polioce
at the mainigate. The Securlity Pollce controla all those leaving or

"entering ~ shifts, brigades, not omitting the police and the prison guards.

There 1s & big yard in the middle of the camp where tho roll-calls of
prisoners, reading of orders, reports of punlshment are taking plece.

The camp itaelrloonsista of barracks., Each barrack hes 20«30 living
quarters, These barracks are in a very bad condition, with leaking roofs
and oracked walla. Every room has ono table, several chairs and a limitind
number ol cots < it=eidr- it all dependa how entarprising or inventive
‘the prisoners in this or that room are. Some of the cots have atraw
mattresaea,lsome ol them are only covered with atraw and still on some
of them the prisoners sleep on:bare boards. Because there is shortage of
water in the camps, the floors rve sorubbed only once a week; then they
‘are stalned; with a disinfecting solution. But anyhow, the rooms arc full
‘of vermin. Most!of tho rooms are .ighted by electricity. In the middle of
the room thers 1a a stove haated by aaw-duat- two druma of aaw-dust aro

allowed daily ror each room. |

T L | ‘ " building

L Besidea'the barranka for prisoners thero B a xrompxafxhnkidinxs
for the prison guarda where alao the ndminlstrative offioes are located;
then there is a bullding where the kitohen and atook rooma are loocated
.and finaly a hoapital blook.

! i : 80% or the griaoners are politioal priaonera. who were = convioted
. after February|1948; 15% are political prisoners convicted after 1945
J(among these are German offenders} former membera of the Goatapo. of

| o ] | | | |
| o : : : ! . i
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Hitler's Bla ck Guards, =SS~ and Nazis in general); 5% are ordinary
oriminals, After the arrival in the maln concentration camp in Vykmanov,
‘4he civilian clothes are taken from each prisoner; he 1& then dressed
‘into a brown camp uniform, and is also given a spoon, 1 clay Jug (pitcher)‘
‘and two blankets  Once s month ha gets a ration of socap and also once .

‘a month his, underwear 1s changed. | Tie 1life In the camp 18 run by regu=-
lations issued by the commander of the camp (Encl.No.3). The movement
around the camp . is limitted to the IixkmgxmmxrxkErsxsmixihmx barracks and
-the yard; to dade to go somewhere else means the prisonerX is letting
himsslf open to | tho danger of being beaten up by the prison guards.

The latrins in the camp -are roofed. One 1atrine is for 200 prisoners.

'! § EII. Workin conditions- C E A
. ®gamp's s ii‘governmerxf‘i oo i
f !
The prisonera are devided in three working groups.

’ 1. Prisoners who work 1n the mines' These are devided into three
shifte. Every shift i1s devided into smaller units still, sccordint to

‘the depth’' in which they work under the ground. Each of these units is
compoged of xucertain number of squads, according to the kind of work
they do. ‘Each. squad has 1ts owmn leader. The civilian miners are watching
.over these squad-leaders and at the same time assign them their working
‘tasks, Each squad-leader has a list of his men. His duty is to mark down
‘thelr: effioienoy in work and to recommand them for reward, which is being
given in the form of cigarettes. He alsc awards speclal rations to which
only the mine, workers are entitled, he submitxe thelr oomplmns and 1s

reaponsible for shirking in work or for Fheir 880ApO,.

i 2. The prisoners who work on the surface: £ a) 1n 'the work-shops,
b) on the building constructions, o) or as experts. All work in two shifts
.and are devided into two groups according to!:the kind of work they do,

-‘and! further: 1nto squads in the same way as the prisoners working in the

mines. B 5[ ”5
i ' 3. The prisonere who work outside the camp. Theee ‘are mostly
serioualy 111 or older people. Thelr work: consists of pulling out the
‘wooden material from the pits, working in the woods, repairing the roads
'and ether special tasks. They work eri the: sup ervision of the polioe
‘and they: do; not‘ahare the advantageous minera' rations.
l . o : ’ l'
| A8 tol the technical side, every mine is aupervised by x
:Russian, engineers end techniclans. The superviser of a pit 1s always
:a Russlan. The planners, statista, architects, the heads of laboratories
.and other important departments ars always Russlians. The heads of the
'ahirta, the!ir aasietants and minere are mostly Czechs, Germars and Slovaks.
! oan |
“Each ahirt worka 8 houre daily. There 1s/accurately prepared

,working schedule that has to be met; for this the head of the unit is

‘responsible., The shock-worker units work only % 6 hours a 'day. Anyone
'who doea not attend the shifté 1s.bodily punished, even ‘then when the
‘eamp phtsioian finds him siock. That is to say that besldes the doctor's
‘examination every mx sick man has to undertake an examination by the
member of the prison guerda, who determines whether he 1s rit for work

.or not. @ | . ,
| After every shift there are 2 hours of‘work in‘voluntary work-
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installations, the repairs of barracks etc.)

.-'S-

brigadee. The work takes place mostly inaide the oamp (water supply

The work in the mines lies mostly in doading of stones, drilling,

ixxxxing explodin~ of ore and digelinge In addition the pri gners are kept
ibusy by putting tasixxiiwxime tlie barracks into order and
;the camp. The civilian miners are only giving instructiona to the prisoners.

ther work around

There 1e no financiel oompensation for the work. All the prisoners

'Elx who work in the mines get, 1s the special miners' food-rations and

8 cigaretts a'day. The shock-workere are permitted to have visitors
andéreoeive food packages. v _ :

| 0’

. " The! canp is being managed by the commander of the prison guards
‘and by his helpers numbering 5-10 men, according to the size of the camp.
'The commander appoints the camp's foreman - a prisoner = ueually a person

who serves a life sentence.

: The forman of the camp- again appointe the head of the individual
barracks and these again the heads of the rooms in their barrack. Theore-
tically every prisonsrs! complaint 1s handed over by the head of the

rooms to the head of the barracks and he again hands it over to the forman
of the camp or someone of his staff, It's the forman of the camp who
commands assembling in the yard, where the accounting for each one takes
place. He commands "Ettentlonl" and reports to the officer in charge.

His duty is to report the exect number of the men, which report is then
oheoked by the polioe. ; | i

| oy

’ " The rorman of the camp and his sterf - all are prieonere - do

not perform ' [any . 'manual work. They work in the camp's offices and are
responsible for ithe order in the camp. They distribute the prisoners' mail
and paroels. They make notes of the prisoners! behavior, their work etc.

_and report their findings to the commander of the prison guards. On the

baeie of theee reports the commander decides on the rewarde or punishments.
o l
- The campe' formen are usually selected from persons, who were
convioted for oolaboration with the Germans during the Germesn ocgupation
or were members |of the Gestapo. For instance the forman in camp "E1li4%"
wxswie the former member of the Brno Gestapo, Novak; the farman in Gamp
"Rovnost" used to be the manager of Bafa shoe store in Ceské Budéjovice,
called Holy, who mmxxzx got a life sentence for being an 1nrormer ageinet
the Czeohe during the | {German oooupation.:_ ! .

» Other dutiea of these "reyreeentatives" of the prisoners are to
arrange for lecturer, ocabaret entertainments, lending of books from o
the camp's library and polltical re-orisntation and schooling fof prisonors,
under the oontrol of the camp's export for ocultural matters, Among other
things the heads of the ocamp are permitted to let thair hair grow;

they recelve 10 olgarettes dally. One 1s. aupervieing in the kitchen;

he assigns and controls rations, he 1nspeota the quality of the food and

has the right to report any complants of the prisonere direotly to - the
oommander of the oamp. 8 : ;
; On the other hand, if something happena that anpera the ommp's
oommander, these camp "funotionariesY are being punished without meroy
and transferred to another camp, or = in ocase of a serious offence -
sent to the dreaded Bory prison. The inmates of this priaon have the

| i
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so-called"hurniger” diet, so that anyon# xk of these prisoners is gled
to be permitted to work outside of the prison and 4&n this way receive
at least some food rations.

: 211 the important political personalities ere held in this
dreaded prison for csourity reesons. High ranking officers and foreligners
aire also being held here; these ar:s siri.tly separated from the others,
The inprisonment in Bory is considered to Lo the severest punishment,

: Tue most "dangerous® prisoners are being held here, especiaily
those who were caught trying to escape acoross the border. ; ‘

_ Bodilygpuhishment-is determined by the camp's commander on the
besis of reports given by the camp's foreman. The punishment 1s carried
out by the membsrs of the National Seocurity Police and prison guards,.
Many a time the commander takes an active part in the carrying out of
the punishment. For instance, commander Pospi81l, kicked out an eye of
one prisoner who was not present at an inspection because he over-sk pt.
: o . . . i ,' : . . ) .

.. The food in all the camps 1s the same..Every morning between
5 and 7 the prisoners get black coffee for breakfast. The bread rations
they rsceive always the night before. P ; ’

.. The prisoner gets about 1/2 liter of soup for lunch daily. It is
 %max mostly lukewarm with some sort of vegetables floating on the surface.
Sometimes it contains barley or lima-basans.: There is no fat in it at all.
Then dumplings and potatoes are beling given alternately. The potatces
are given unpealed, - three or four fo a man - in some gravy. The gravy
is some sort of liquid which cannot be defined.and 1t is also without
any fat, & &, | | i ‘ S i :

- One gets a small mk plece of meat. The pmxxx dumplings are served
either over-cooked or not cooked well enough: The food is not clean due
to the fact that the prisoners who work in the kitchen avre mostly criminals
who do not care much about hyglene. There 1s usually a small plece of
pork for the Sudday meal (from some urgent slaughter), with some cabbage
or other side-dish, one dumpling with gravy, of which again a small portion.
The basiec food, however, 1s soup and potatoes. _ |
v ; i ! ' : ' i
; ; Priaoneragworking in the mines besides this basic food receive
speclal miners' -'or so-called Russian - rations. Prisoners of this
category in' addition to the speclal rations of bread, chese, butter etoc.
receive also seme-esher some other things once a month (see Encl.Nodly) «
¢ . i ! : . . H
, . Frult ‘or similar nourshimont that is so lmportant for the health
of the human body, is given very rarely. ¥he-priseners- In the winter
ofr X950 the prisoners recelved rotten apples. They were not glven any
! other rruitgdqring the whole Xxmyxwkx year. ; _ | .

i o |- ' . : '
: " In some of the camps food parcels may be recelbed especially in
those camps where there is a certaln nymber of shock-working groups.
These parcels, however, ara often more a tragedy for the recepients than
a blessaing; they cause the disorder of the digestive organs, as. the atomach
' A : i ,
= |
!

AP + ! | t

|
-
|




o * ¢ .
. B ' .
. : : i ! -‘7-
) : : .
. ‘ : i .

.
_—
i
|

and the body in general, which 18 used to the camp's ration dist, 1isa
unable to' digest and assimilate itself to X normal nourishing food.

The nourishment value of the diet is highly insuffiocient; it has a dis
distructive sffect on the young prisoners especlally. They plck up the -
potatoe peals and other 1itter just to fill up their stomachs. The _
supervisors of ths camp planad n largu wooden box in the middle of the
yard into which the prisoners are to deposlt somwwiws food - what ironyl

Enecvaive
g. C Ve ngiene

Each camp has a bullding aside from the others for thea treatment
of the slok. Except for the slign above the entrence it does not differ
from the other bulldings. It conslsts of one room where all the sick
prisoners are belng treated without regard what they are suffering from.
Then there is a room for the medical examinations supsrvised by the
samps doctor (also a prisoner). There ia the supply room where the
hygienic necessitles are stored: as toilet paper, DDT etc. Lastly there
are the rOOﬂq for the dootor and hls assistent.

*  The | room uaed for the examinations is poorély equipped. In
addition to a few rolls of bandages and cotton the docter has at his .
disposal one injection instrument, one pair of scissors a few pincers,
a thermometer and a very small amount of drugs. The widely used article
is Darmol - as the drug for all ailments, and aspirin.

’ Tha haok of hygienic surplies causes frequent epidemics agalnst
which the ' camp's dootor is powerloss. The only kind of treatment when

such an epidemic breaks out, is that all ‘those sticken are registered

and exocused from sttending the nearest working shift. In xk cemp "Rovnost"
for instance on October 17, 1949 an epidemic of dysentery broke out;

800 prisoners were stricken. All those stricken suffered terrible painas
all through the night. Sixteon latrines were lnsufficiont for such a

great number of siock. The next morning the camp was unrecognizable; the
prison guards themsclfes were afrald to enter the camp for fear of belng

‘afflicted by the’ epldemic. That day only a very small number of prisoners

attended the shifts., This epidemic of dysentery wes caused by the ocooks,
who used water from the mine for cooking the mornling coffeee This water,
for 1ts high radioaotivity was determined ror wnshing and launderinp only.

‘ The oamp is very muddy espeoially in the Autumn, But even in the
summer time the prisonera who work under .the ground and stand in water
bring a lot of mudd which olings to their boots and clothin; into the
barracks. The rooms may be sorubbed only once a woek and therefore they

are in impossible condition. The only usable means against the vermin

is the C¢zech Imitation of the Amerinan DDT; 1t proved oomplstelg inef-
feotual, howsver. The prisoners are trying to: get rid of the bed=bugpgs by
burning thelir beds, with the spproval of tha oommandsr of the camp,of cours

. Lo Many eocidents happen in the mines which are oaused by inaufficient

technical equippment. Frequent aslides of the walls under the ground

caused many a iworker his life or serious injurles, The undernaurishment

in general 1s the cause of many blood diseases. Many of the prisoners

are suffering from: rashes, ulcers of the stomach, boils and scab. The
inflamation of the eyes is a frequent siocknesa of those who wear strong
glassess and still have to work in the mines; in many cases this caused
partial,me and in one case complete blindness. A great number of prisoners
suffers from rupture and therefore they aro assigned to work on the surface,
. . : . I
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Tuberculosis are the next most frequent slckness, especially
among the young people. All those who are serieualy injured or those
whose 1llness is in such a state there 1s no poasibility of recovery, .
are being sent to the main camp in Vykmanov, whera they are usually
assigned to th., units workiny ax on ho surface. They work on roads,
and rail-ways which are being buillt just now all over thés territory.

The viotima of accidents, prisoners that were shot trying to
escape and persons who died Irom one sickansss or anoilier, ars bSsing
sent by special transports in metal coffins to the Bory camp; there
the relatives may claim the deceased in a ‘sealad coffin and may Emyxmg bury

'them wherever thei choose - without a public burial, of course.

\

@ R VI. Political schooling

‘ Politioal sohooling is a compulsory subject in every camp. The
disousaion groups are beling conducted by a ocultural instruotor fram the
ranks of the prison guards., Selected prisoners are helping him in this
task (they are mostly former functionaries of the Communist Party,

1nterned after the 1atest purges).

’ The leoturea are being given every eveoning from 6 o'olook ‘Ol
The participants are devided into dsbating groups according to the
working shifta, Every leoturo is aooompaniod by Ruasian or Czech socialé
istic songs, which every prisoner has to losarn by heart. The tenor of
the lectures 1s the same Iin all the camps, becauss the material for these
lectures 1s being issued by the Central Executive Committee of the
Czechoslovak Communist party for the political schooling of the members
of the party. The lectures deal mostly with Marxist philosophy and 1ts
teachera Lenin and Stalin. The prisoners are permitted to ask questions,
but the questions must not sound susploious; should the inquirer try

to make fun of the lecturer or to embarrass him, he gets a beating and

- 18 deprived; 'of all privileges, if he had any. Besides the phllosophy

of Marx, the eoonomlic problems are being discussed end the increasse in
working oapacity is emphasized. The prisoners are beling encouraged to
form shock-workers units; as a balt many privilages are promissed them,
even the pardon of thelr penalty and the release from the camp. All the
prisoners have the opportunity to read the Communist dajly Rudé Prévo
in the reading-room; this newspaper is teing read aloud, commented upon
under ‘the watohrul eyes and listening of the instructér. ,

= s anh oamp has & & llbrary with about 200 books; about 5 Russian
‘authors are represented with approximately lJOR books each, written by
‘writers like Ehrenburg, Polevoj, Fadejev and others, This soviet
1iterature 1s intended to have an arfirmative influence in the politicel
Iregeneration of ithe prisoners. It proved, however, to be a double-edged
‘weapon. When a book by Borls Polevoj,=dealing with shooting down of

- 'a Soviet flier, iwho in spite of his 1ijury escaped from the German capti-
ivity,=was put into ciroculation, several prisoners tried to excape from

ithe camp by using the way they read about in the book; one prisoner,
‘a Lt Slukalrrom Prague, was shot by tha guards at this attempt._

| Organizing of dramatioc groups 15 another of the oultural in-
‘atructor's tasks. The prisoners selscted for thlis group ere working on
‘the surface andmmXy in two shifts only, so as to be able to attend v
‘reharsals after the day's work., The prison guards attend all the oabaret

performances pr the prisoners, and the more vulgar the performance is,
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the better they like it. Even at these performances sabotage 18 8sneaked
in sometime. In one of the camps at such a cabaret performance, & former .
singer In a well-known Prague Orchestra, sang the song-of Paul Robesson: :—.
"Missisipl"™ (0ld Man River). The cultural instructor praised the song f
because it was composed by a progreasive Negroe. But the prisoners gave
it another m~aning. AnyouLs of the Y{stening prisoners could understand
it in that way, that the siuves, w20 sre suffering, singging and threate-
ning their masters, asre in reallty the participants in the brown prison
uniforms and the men pushing the slaves are the guards in green uniforms,
who are present there. At the conclusion of the song all the prisoners
Joined the singer and together sang the song with sultably arranged
lyrics, This caused such a panic among the prison puards that they called
immedlately for reenforcements; the hall was cleared and all performances
were stopped for a period of 6’ months, The prisonera were assigned addi-
tional work. P : '. , : .

: Any prisoner who plays an 1nstrument is compelled to praotice
and play. If snough musicians 1is found,an orchestra is formed. The
orchestra:of camp "E1145" for instance, visits other camps. The orghestras
are often invated by the members of the security police, where the
prisoners are often witnesses to loose drinking orgies. Should the
commander of the camp take a liking to the musicians, they are relieved.
of their duties and all they do is travel from camp to camp and play.

: The'llst addition of the "lire's delight" in each camp are the
Russlian courses, The attendance of these 1s compulsory; not to attend
means bodily punishment as ia for hot attending the xxf£k shift., The
level of these courses 18 very low, ns: the.instructors themselves have not
a thorough lknowledge of the language and had themselvea only'finished
RXEEUREX courses for beglinners. . ;

l i .

In case the prisoners rind some. free time, they carry on
discussions among themselves in their barracks. Such discussions are
strictly punished; especially when some "stoollie" sneaks into these .
prisoners! meetings., Otherwise they sing, or study Eajglish or some other
western language; frequontly some paper: and pencil is smuggled into the
camp; they play various games, tell one another fortune from cards, etoc.
All this asctivity goes on in secret as it is strictly forbidden. Anyons
oaught gets an inhuman beating. Stilll, there are known case as the one
about the forme professor of the Pragus University, who started to write
about the life in the camp; the draft of his work was smuggh;d out and"
annonymously sent to the Minister of Juatioo.
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; Prison guards

I, The 1ist of personnel in the Jachymov Region

BROUCEK, ohief-guard and commander of the "Bratrstvi" camp
FUKS, assistant chief-guard, camp "Marianka ,
KOMURKA, guard, camp "Rovnost"™

KURKA, guard, camp "Rovnost"

NIEDERLE, i chief=guard and commander, camp in Vykmanov

PILAR guard, camp "Brutratvi"

POSPISIL, chief-guard and commender of camp "Rovnost"
PROCHAZKA, guard and commander, camp "Maridnka®
SEDLAR, assistant chief=-guard, camp "Rovnost"

" TICHY, assistant chief-guard, camp "idovnost"
'VAVRA, aseietant-chief-guard, camp "Bratratvi"

National Security Police-

i
1
I

v
1
i

' Warrant Officer HUSON, commanding oamp “Marianka”
Sergeant-Ma Jor PAVEL, assistant oommander -

. Corporal SNIZEK, camp "Rownost"

Sergeant SUCHY, camp "Rovnost"

sergeant VESELY, oamp "Hovnest

Rueeian ceohniciane

10:00

l
|
|
A,

°
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Ruben GREGORIAN, engineer, inspeotor of the Jachymov Minee

»MICHALOV, engineer, manager of Mine "Eva"

| i

[ : - III. Daily Program
:Rising

Assembling for the murning shift :
- Night shif returning from work i

-Prisoners working on surfaoe assembling for work

Morning roll-call . :

Serving of lunch v

-Assemblihg for afternoon shift i

. Morning shift returning from work o

- Voluntary working brigadee :

Evening rolle~-call P _ y

Supper S ‘
 Schooling, courses 1in Rusaian, cabaret entertaintment eto.
End of activity in camp A :

"Assembling for night shift

j— Afternoon shift returnlng rrom sork

| The daily program 1s posted every morning on the board in the

 middle of the camp. In addition, orders of the commander of the camp and

measures of puniehment are also poeted on this board.
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II. 1ist of prlsoners

BICEK Josef, employee of thse railway, serving li years for the aupport
of partyzans

BILA, businesaman from Prague, 12 years for illegal activity
CRHA» newspaperman, sentenced for coliaborating with Nazis : :
CUREJA, sorgeant of Czechoslovak army from Pisek S .
DOBROVCODSKY, mason from Bratislava, serving 8 years
DRLIK, architekt from Ceské Budé jovice
DUBSKY, Major of the Czechoslovak Army, Praha-Bubened
FAJSTL, Roman:Catholiq Chaplain from Prague, serving 8 years for refusing

the Holy communion to & Communist woman. In reality this woman

with her family was converted by him and she left the Communist party
FELSTEUER, Major of Czechosl. Army, sentenced xx for being a member of"

the illegal group af "May 16" ("16., kv&tna") !
FORT, Ma Jor of the Czsl. Army from Prague,
HALMICEK Joser, Principal of a school and mayor of the 6ity of Liberec
HARTMANN Premysl, a student from Prague, for 1llegal activity 1n tha

group called "Serik"
JEZEK Védolav, a private from the Czechoslovak Army
JILECEK, Roman Catholic priest from Vimperk, convioted for helping ‘people
escape aoross the border

KOLAR, Major of .the Czsl. Army from Prague, sentenced to life (group 16.hvet)

' KOMINEK, Lt.Col. of Czesl. Army, sentenced to life

KRAHULIK Jan, clsgymen

KUBICA, MUDr for life, phisician of camp "Bovnost"

KUTILEK Jan; Officer of Czechsl. Army from Kutnd Hora, 12 years
LANSKY Antonin, Officer of the CZsl. Aray

LITTMANN, Lawver fram Prague

'LOUBAL Frant;gek, professor, chairman of Provimcial Board in Moravia

after 1945, former political prisoner in Dachau = died in Feb. 1951
MALY Jaroslav, welder from Vejprty

-MANCAL Zdenék, radio reporter from Prague

MASLONKA Stefan, sports radio reporter from Bratislava
MATEJICEK Dr., Seorstary of Slovak Democratic Party - Young peoples' sec.
‘frBmiBratislava

NIMRA, dean, 68 years old, sentenced to ¥ 7 years

NOVOTNY Stenisk v Dr., former deputy of the People's party

POKORNY from Prague

PROVAZNIK Antonin, propriator of a hotel, 8 years for attempted esoape

REBEC, bookkeeper of an Insurance Company

RUZICKA professor from Prague, 12 years for 1llecgsal crosslng of border

SADOVSKY Josef, employee of glass-works from Sokolov. .

SASEK, Major of the Czsl. Army from Prague

SRBA, 62 years old, convicted for helping hls son to cross the border

STELOVSKY Ivan,Dr., Lawyer, conviuvted for helping general Vlcek to escape
: eoross the border.

) STEPANEK, Colonel in the ocustom service from Prague, 2 years,.

SULC Boris, student, convicted for illegal activitles

8VEC Karel, police officer from Kla tovy, undergrownd work

TINTERA, businessman in texttles from Prague .

VRSECKY Karel, instructor in Aviation Academy in ‘Hradec Kralové

ZAVADIL Jozef, en employee of the Military Technical Institute 1n Prague
ZIMA, Dr. from the Ministry of Industry, Praguoc.

Thia liet contains only those names of prisoners, with whom
the writer got in contaot with and whose names he ramembored.
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IV, The menu in camp "Rovnost"

' Breakfast: Black coffee (daily)
- - Tousxhey
MEnsixyx . : , Lunch:

i Monday: 1/2 liter (little more than a pint) of vegetable soup -
5 dkg of meat (about l. ounces), 1/2 kg potatoes (about a pound)

Tuesday- 1/2 1iter of vegetable soup, 25 dkg of dumplings (about tﬂ 1/2 Loy
and gravy.

denesday. 1/2 liter of soup, 1/2 kg of potatces, gravy
Thursday- 1/2 liter of soup, 25 dkg of dumplings, 10 dkg of marmelade

. Friday: 1/2 1iter of soup, SxikzxmfxhmmfyxRExAkgxafximxpkingzyx
' 1/2 kg of potatoe;, S dkg meat with gulash ' g

Saturday. 1/2 liter of soup, 5 dkg of beel, 25 dkg of dumplings, gravy

:Sunday. 5 dkg of pork, 20 g of fat (1 1/2 ounces), 25 dkg of dumplinga
, 25 dkg of cabbage. | N
_ 'g . Supper: ,

Mondayﬁ 1/ liter of soup, 10 dkg of horao sausage, 1/2 kg of bread
Tuesday. 1/2 kg of potatoes, gravy '

Wedneaiay. 1/2 kg of cabbage, ‘carrots or other vegetabls, 10 dkg potatoes,
1/2 kg of bread _

Thuraday~ 1l ogg, ‘salt

|Fr1day. 1/2 liter of soup, 5 dkg of ohese, 1/2 kg of bread
Saturday: 10 dkg of sausage, S dkg of margarinl

Sunday. 25 dkg or sausage, 5 dkg margariam

t o Speg}al miners! ratisns (monthly rations)

. R

1 1/2 kg or‘broad ' 1 kg of fat (or beaoon)
' 1/l4 kg, of ohese: s 1/2 kg of sugar

13/ kg’ar mnrgarin % ' 301gkg of sardines in oil
2 auss ‘ , ' £ libtars of mill ‘
%o gﬁg of meat | : 4 1 1/R kg of mxm&xy dumplings

Cigasretts: L-8 for lnlxlxxh one man per day. acoording to the kidd of
work he does. ; R . LN
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