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RUE SANE:  Prof, Dr. Sflhelm Classen  A3S: L) ATREC .St tonininstragse 73a,

. Manich, Teraany
PYOWUCTE  JKBNITCH (Desellachaft ™ir ehrzunde; ovort ex-officera! groap,)

M N mOJTTy Chlef Arent; Installed bty us as t:aslneos manazer aof
the Nesallschaflt, ho "me dirascied its rrowth and shaped
its policiom, rublicationg and ~ctivities ascording
to O7C instructions. !

1,550 "W per month,

oS 3TA™S: Ml np»ru‘ ‘)(\1 clearsnce ranted ty WAS!US L3250, dated
3 Yay 1952 7

CREBATIONSHMIP TITS ASERCY: The TJesellschart .ur viehrkunds, a pirely 0C
craation, waca [> :nded & yoar &;0 when [ —1 trea

in charse of the Coldnten Zeitung rroject, devolaped with his contacts the
idea of or"nnizing an avert, non=rolitical st..dy 2ro:p, orizarily cownposad
of [araer senisr Tarman of ficers inlerssted in Lhe troader aspects of “ersan
dofense. In fi1ll awarenasas 9. the nationaliat=Ytinied endencles o ite
protential mombership, it was decided to restrict wesborship to those ex—

of Mcaers and others.who were willin. Lo openly ~roalse to appose rolitical
axtrenisa of both 2ght and lef't, bo work constructively for the dewocratic
association of " est Termany with the estern Alliey and who were willing o
accept as respccted conradan those fr~20r AfTice:rs who particlipate’ in the
194l mlot Yo overthrow the “itler raziaa., ‘he esellscwit was Iounded on
the btasis of these r»ints and accertsnco 2 L ea has rezained a reqgiiremant
Jar meabershirn, Through e crestion of local branchas and sectionsg, throagh
i scussion meatings and publicati s, the “wsellachelt was to .atimilate .rest
Serman feelini» 1n favor »f tho Zontractial Avroezcnte and tha Duranean Nefense
Treaties,

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
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, r, Classen wa3 recna~onded ifor the pogitiin 92! ‘esallachalt tnsmcss ATAe T

Ly llelmut Tamerau, piblisher of .ihe soldaton 'sit:ne, lamerau did - <
rersonally know l‘laasm' the latlor “ad beer racowncanded Lo i by ax-

Jenaral Folix Stainer, tlassen was induced to resice {rom his vositien as
husi'xnss nanager of g large ierman soft drinv concern in Digsseldorf and was
hroug™t to ‘funich. He hag gince teen in rer:lar contact with a VI YEECE case
afficer ant has shaped his manacoment nt the “omallschraft { 1t now has sver

1Y) local sectinng throusha t 7eat Jemeany and nore t'an 2,77 nenlers)

gscearding Uy oir wishey o0 inleresta, there hiz sorsonal views or pdicles .
have eawnflinted weh o r >, he hag accepts the coirse laicd dom Ly s,

ASVYITATTON UTT ) eIy He han no worcine ¢ omnectlon with othaer
“rojects., However, - I aware o ».r 3 .rcort o0 Lha Joldaten ceitung
and rma the heglming ma0 tad crinaideratlo contact with Tmaerees,

c 7] Ty e clear thabl the two tavo discusaed
mitial crablews salatin:- 1o “1,3, surnort - Jlasaen, [or exaunle, ivevws [rom
Damerau !ral we aro terminalin- aaprort o0 Uie saldaten Ceituag b toe end., :
oi January 19%3. \* .
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DAGKAITND T, Classen !'s a {311 vrafeansor and doctor i ~“ilosarty,

He studied at the ‘niversitias of Koln, Jena and Hunlch in tho Ifelds of
~hilosophy and zeograrhy. Nls {irst teachin; aasigrment o1 rocord was

in 1931 at the 7erman Jberrealschule in Athens, Iracce, From 1932-35 he
was In the far sast as & faculty mzomber at the state collese and college
for econouic affairs, Yamajuchi, Japan. i'e returned to “ermany in 19357

to toach ohilosophy at the "niwvarsity of ieidelberss ‘farly in the war

he was assignod t> the propaganda soction of the OKW (ferman High Camnand)
a8 an abalyst of eneamy propaganda and Zast~Asian questiions, ile returned
rriefly to tho Far Tast in 1941 as nesher o a Terman acaderic delegation
sent to visit Japanese collepes. ~fter nearly ‘“ree more saars of OXW
duty, he was tranaferred to the ibwehr (AUT VI/¥1l) 20 ¥ar astern expert in
1944, His final wartime asnign-ent was as noad »f Lhe ast isia section of
the propaganda department in ire crort-lived zovernment of Adairal Mmenitz.
Ko remained in internment until 1947, srent a year as intarpretor with
¥ilitary ‘overnment, then entered Jeman comserclal 1ife,

HOTIVATION: The writor, whd has heen in rersonal contaect wilh ©r, Classen
{nr leass t-an two wonths, findas it difficult on such: ebort notice to
accuratoly assess his wotivation, nor are itha lles particalarly rovealinc
on tais s kject. The writer is convinced, however, thait a varlety o7 motivating
factors undoabtedly are rresent: (a) Tr. Ulassen's zensine intellect:al
conviction t~atl Tersany's future lies in concert with Aerica and Tgstern
Burope, (b) Ys anrarent nersonal likins for militasr s+:dios and nilitary
2en and, possizly, (¢) a loagranpre (l:i uncxpraessed) desirs 1o nlay some
xind of advisory -ole in a rovived German Jefanwo inistry or ultimale
Denaral Stalf stricture, ‘ils ocecasional moferences &> it ibwehr show

a rrofessliomd interest in intelligance wory as siuch; havever, thera is -»
indicat’an Lthat this is a hasic astivatlion nor i3 there any gipn thatl he
has teon In contact with other post-war intellipgence organlaations, He

is unknown to ZI-7HRt, although sevaral 2thars on the Jasellschaf{t board of
Hrectors have TIPMCH connuctions - one, in fact, is & liasted ZIFPiR arent, -,
There is dlso nn clear ground*Inr teliel that Classen 5is tevn motivated

by flnancial considerazions. Hs wan earnin- a comfortabls livin; when
persuaded Lo nake t:e change to dunich. As a natier »f incidental intemest,
‘ho does not axrect to Le able t~ retur: to Mis !oroor work when the ¥SNTICH
terairation {8 :inishec since ihe Muesssldor! fira is aware thal ho mas iwen
“woriing for the Americans” and waild le reluctant 43 tare hir baeci,

PERSHAL DITeGiiTIr s Classen's honesty has bVes- testad in many wa s,
Ke has precisely ace unted I'asr all Z“esellachai't sctivities and ocach month
hag t.rned over for case > {icar inarection the ¢ »late [inancial records
£ the srmanization, includine Yant statements, racelcted tills, etc, ‘e
has recgilarly orescnted almoct verbatim trarseripts of Sesellschait toard
maotings as well as conies of office correocondance ard orisinal activity
reports tirned in on a monthly basis by local 7gsellschait clapters,

In addition, QUFENCE has walntdnep {via IR} a £:11 =all snd telenhano

ntarcert sntrol over the epellschaft w thoub ~rolucin: eviceica it
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"r. Clas2on has in any way atlempted in docaive s, Classen once turued

in an intelligonce revort on pro-Con unist votorans' organizations which: the
caso officor recognized as a ZINMIR] product., “hen casually as«<ed later

for the soirce of his !nforwmtion, Classen without hesitation sald it »ad
como fron 7ZIPPLH via a nomber of Lhe Jesallschaft loard who has clase

tion with thet groap.

OHARACTER:  Again, the wrlter's short ~orsonal rolatlonship with the agent
is & limiting factor in a full considera:ion of his charactor. Ir. Classen
is a scholarly, souewhat quiat and unobtrusive man of obvio-sly high
intellipence and education, His s:andard of living (the wriier has scen his
quarters) arrcars to be amoderately comfortablo and certainly not o.t of line
with his income. ‘'is extensive litrary, dating from profescorial duva, s~ ows
an academic interest in politiocal acloence ancd geopolitics and inciudes a
larse selectisn »f atandard Aserican works on -the subject, (‘is ingilish isa
axcollent,) From all appearances, he iz devoted to hia wife and children
and leads a quiet family lifa, o k->vn excoases. Intercepts »f hia office
corres-ondence show a fairly wide - and innocuo.z - acqualntanceshir with
infludmtial persons in wmany walks of 1life Mt no close or suspect relationships.
State Sacretary Lenz in the o /ice ¢ Chancellor Adenauer is a rters-nal
friend, though rrobadbly not a clorse one, His relations ip with the writer,
as wall 23 with tho »revious case officer, has been -aricad by an open-minded,
franz and friendly coope ativeness., He hag willinzly :lone everythinz asked
of him, inclading the recent distatestf:l tagk (which was embarussiag %0 him)
of forelng Jenoral Tslix 3teiner 4y =ithdraw {ron asctive narticinmatlon in
Jesallschalt affairs becanse ol hia otmomious S35 hacipround and frequent

indi seretions which made hin rersoma non rrata Lo OPS.  ironically, *his
lonc~dazired step was comnlatad di:rings the sase weer ithat the decision was
taken to terninate gupport of this rraject.

LAST CORRES™MBWNCE N SUHRTOT ¥7% A%k 2L426~CFAMS, datod 22 Jannmary 1952,
A datalled diapatch on nroject-termination plans with [iri . Classen's roactions
to this development has hesn comnletad Mut not yot forwarded,

e Sz D



