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THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE HAS BEEN TRANSNIITTED TO OAS SAIGON 

QUOTE THIS IS A JOINT GAS STATE DEFENSE NSA MESSAGE FOR DELIVERY 

AT 0012 9 MARCH TO AMBASSADOR, comusmov AND 3.5(c) 

UNQUOTE (Sig; Center copy from attached) 
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1. PRESIDENT'S FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE 

ADVIEORY BOARD HA8 REQUESTED DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL’ 

INTELLIGENCE TO UNDERTAKE AN APPRAISAL OF 

INTELLIGENCE WARNING PRIOR TO THE TET OFFENSIVE 

5‘//55 

TASK TO BE COMPLETED BY 10 APRIL, WITH AN INTEHIH 

REPORT OH 1 APRIL. THE DCI HAS CORVENED A WORKING 

GROUP OF USIB, PLUS REPRESENTATION FRUM THE JOINT 

STAFF, TO BAKE THIS APPRAISAL AKD PREPARE fi REPORT- 

HUCH OF THE BASIC WORK, HOWEVER, WILL HAVE T0 BE 

DONE IN’BY THE FIELD. 
2. PFIAB HAS ASKED THE FULLGWIHG SPECIFIC 

QUESTIONS: 
n. WHAT INFOBHATION RBACHEU J—?, MACV, 

IN THE PERIOD JANUARY 15-30 INDICATING THE 

POSEIBILITY OF THE ATTACK ON THE CITIES? WHAT CAN 

BE SAID AS TO THE ORIGIN, THE QUANTITY, THE 

ACCURACY AND THE TIHELIHESS OF THIS INFORMATIOH? 

b. IN HOW MANY CASES OF ATT£CKS ON THE 

CITIES AND TOWNS DID THE RESPONSIBLE ?IELD 

COHMAHDERS RECEIVE WQRHING THROUGH INTELLIGENCE 

'sounm=:s IN SUFFICIENT Tmn TO mom mam; 

"' \/ 
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eunpuzsnnv PLEASE snow on A map-wnsnz wunsa 
ATTACKS occunnnn WHICH wsnz THUS FRUSTRQTED. 

c. TO WHAT EXTENT urn THE vznwwamasx 
CIVIL POPULATION arvz INFORMATION T0 THE 
AUTHORITIES BEFORE AND nunznc THE ATTACKS? (IT 
-nns swan snxn on rnnnvxsxou rnnx rnznz was now A 
sxnann nnvonr FROM CIVILIAN souncss annnrxnc ovnx 
us FORCES TO THE IMPENDING ATTACKS.) (WORKING anon? 
ADDS: wnaw xnronuarxou nan vu INTELLIGENCE AND 
smcunxrv ACQUIRED wnlca wnnnsn or THE IHPENDIHG 
nwrncxszl 

d. TU WHAT EXTENT WAS THERE A FREE AND 
RAPID EXCHANGE OF INFORHATION BETWEEN GVN AND US 
neuncxzs? (woaxxnc anon? ADDS: AHGNG THE smvznnn 
us AGENCIES, nun AMONG was svn AGENCIES THEMSELVES?) 

G. nnvn TH ENEMY uuzrs waxes nnencsn xx 
THE awrncxs mow BEER IDENTIFIED? IF so, wnnw 
coucnuszous HAVE BEEN nnawu rues rnmss IDENTIFICA- 
TIONS? (THE nonnv nncoauxzns THAT run eunsrrou IS 
moan pnopnanv PART or QUESTION H). 

f. WHAT SUBSTANTIVE EVALUATED INFORMATION 
BEARING ON THQIATTACK ON THE CITIES REACHED THE 
FOLLQWIRG OFFICIALS IN THE PERIOD GP JANUARY 15~30? 

Approved for Release: 2019/04/17 C03023641
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(1) GENERAL WESTHORELAHD, (2) JCS, (3) SECRETARIES 
or srarn AND nnrznsn, (4) BCI, (5) Tun vnnsznmnw. 
(WGRKIRG 0200? ADDS: AHBASSADGR BUNKER) 

g. IHSOFAR AS 11 can an nncuuswnucwzn, 
want PICTURE urn rassx OFFICIALS navs or ran 
SITUATION BASED UPON IHTELLIGBQCB RECEIVED JUST . 

PRIOR T0 was nrrncx on run czrlssv 
1. YOU wran ancoenxzn wnnr was nuns er Tux 

IHFQRHATION nsquxazn can ounv an oarazuxn IN vxmwnam. 

WE RECOGNI?E THAT ALL AGENCIES IN SAIOQN ARE HEAVILY 
COMBITTED T0 CURRENT AHD FUTURE OPERATIONS. IN 

ORDER T0 REDUCE TO THE MINIMUM THE IHPACT ON YOUR
Q 

' DAY-Tfi-DAY OPERATIONS, WE PROPDSB TO SEED A SMALL 
TEAM T0 A3515? IN COLLECTING AND REVIEWING RELEVANT 
INFORMATION. SUBJECT TD HISSIOH SUGGESTIOHB; 
PROPOSE ABOUT THREE DAYS OF SAIGON CQHBULTATIOHS 
AND EXABIHATIGH OF HATERIAL8 AVAILABLE AND TWO OR 
THREE DAYS AT SELECTED FIELD LOCATIOHS WITH A ONE-D5? 
WRAP—UP IN SAIGGN. 

ih uncv. 
1. ASBEHBLE MATERIAL IN aasnouss T0 

B0aan's QUESTIONS §_rnmona_§, roa 
EKAMIHATIOH AND POSSIBLE nmwunn T0 
WA$HIHGTON- ' 

; > 

v__~ 
_ ~ -

'

§ 
‘ if ‘war’. 
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2%. PRTWlD$ $lAC‘l'8 KVALUATQGH 02*‘ TRIS 

MATERIAL, EEPECIAIJ.-Y ON QUEE-TI()RF3 

C AND D- 
3. PROVIDE A anxnxxnc on MACV‘$ 

_ 

Pnocanunms run vnncmssxnc AND 

EVALUATION 0? znnzcawmows INTELLIGENCE. 

4. Panpnnn A nxsvonsn T0 QUESTIQN g_<1>. 

5. AHRANGE A rxnnn ITINBRAEY in xncnunn 

vzsxra T0 amnncrnn unnnounnrzns AT 

CGEIFS/FIELD FORCE LEVEL, INCLUDING 

a. [ii] 
1. ASSEEBLE Qgrnaxan connncrzn Tnnouen 

[::]CH&NHELS nunzua Pnaxon 15_2a
' 

JANUARY wazcn ooxwaznxn IHBICATIOHE 

or run rm? orrznaxvn, AID unwnnxnn 

IH nzsrensn we qumswxous g_nuu Q. 

2. PROVIDE snxxvxmus cu rats mnwanxan, 

AED ex[:::::]nvALuAr1uu or :1, 

ssvncznnnw on QUE8TIflN$ Q A59 Q. 
n. PRGVIDE A BRIEPIHG ea[:::]vaoc5muams 

FGR PROCESSING AND EVALUATION er 

IHDICATION5 Ifi'l'Bl.L!Gi:TNC?R - 

—S£-GR-E4‘- 
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m=<ov1.<m naxxrmes on ITS swm; 0? 

wmmxnc or rm: THT omm.-wsxvg mm on 
ms zmssmnsza 'ro QUKSTIURS g AND Q. 
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I . PROVIDE ANY WARNING INFORldDTIvI‘.!l\' 

1:.
\ 

IT RECEIVED DURING 15--I10 JANUARY. 
'2. PRQVIDE BRIEFING OH THIS MA'I.'EP.IAL. 

T’. PTJNIDE BRIEFING ON ITS P'ROCEIIU'R.E3 

FOR PROCEQBIHG AND }E2VALUA'I‘XO?€ 1‘? 

. 

IHI)ICi$’i‘IQNS INTELLIGENCE. 

. 4. am;-m ~:r~.'e'r:~2 'rm~.'r STUDY 1:1»: concs:n'rnm~z::> 

- ‘or: THE is-we 
RECEZVE33 PRIOR TO 15 JAWURRY EHOULD BE INCLUDED. 

JAHUMIY PEIIIOD, BUT '{3IGHIFICfl-WI‘ I]’IF(?RW\TI(‘>N 

§. TEAM COMPOSITION T0 FULLOY? S13PA.E.?!fi MESSAGE.

Q Innllfikisi 

'- W - 

“ 
‘T’ V 

' 
- Approved for Release: 2019/04/17 C03023641 

s.5(¢)

1

\

1

i



—S-E-6-H-E-T— 
0.1.1. DD/O01 
II1‘: W A 

\

I 

flA]'Q| 8 MBTCI1
' 

Q ' I‘ 
~- Approved for Release" 2019/04/17 003023041 

A 

5 ,.' 
_ :1 

'5 
I 

_ 

' 

MESSAGE F0“ ' ' nourmc AND/Oll NITIALS - SEEN IV 
, .

» 6

7 s.5(¢)-

5 
f_I 

,_,,_,_ 

\ 0
" 

Imp Q P [:1 no mnnx [:1 ml an cs nu no. 
' cnu ucnnnma DIIIIMINATION C] iunlx [I] nutnov E] urunu 1o..-____._....I._.0 umdcu [1 mu 

.1 30 
R"Eom-. 

” ' mm. ‘ I 
*0 

RID COPY 
; __ U nu ,vn QM CSIQE 
; <~,s.»@> STA»/1Q-2, 1158 L@;_1@1w§,§_I@_. um 5.4 <1-C50 

To 
FPRIORITY 

' ”"““"=-'Q

5
4 

,)_ 

(clumiflcaflon) (date and lame filed) eferonce number) 

-—-——-—-—-——-- 0' "1: J J 1'. cu: n||z5¢1o|| 

SAIGON 

s.5(¢) 

FOR COS 

THIS IS A JOINT CAS STATE DEFENSE NSA MESSAGE FOR DELIVERY AT OOB 9 MARCH 

TO AMBASSADOR, COMUSMACV 

l. PRESIDENT'S FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY BOARD HAS REQUESTED 

DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE TO UNDERTAKE AN OF INTELLIGENCE 

WARNING PRIOR TO TI-IE TET OFFENSIVE TASK TO BE COMPLETED BY lO APRIL, WITH 

AN INTERIM REPORT ON l APRIL. THE DCI HAS CONVENED A WORKING GROUP OF 

USIB, PLUS REPRESENTATION FROM THE JOINT STAFF, 'I‘O MAKE THIS APPRAISAL AND 

PREPARE A REPORT. MUCH or cm: BASIC womc, HOWEVER, WILL HAVE TO BE norm 

111 AND BY mm: FIELD. 

2. 1011-ma ms ASKED THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC QUESTIONS: 
.11. mm INFORMATION REACHED J-2, MACV, IN THE PERIOD JANUARY 

1.5-30 IIIDICATING THE POSSIBILITY OF THE ATTACK ON TI-IE CITIES‘? WHAT CAN 

BE SAID AS TO THE ORIGIN , THE QUANTITY’ THE ACCURACY AND TIE TIMELINESS 

'01?‘ THIS INFORMATION? 

__»___gc_1_9_nn|uAv1uo o
I 

uuAs|ua-orncn ""'""‘A"‘-""":”|'I‘|'c"F‘""'""~~ < _.w__ 

nsrxonucnou av omen THAN 1|-1: mmm"m“*‘ 
ISSUING omcs us PROHIBITED 
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D. IN HOW MANY CASES OF ATTACKS UN THE CITIES AND TOWNS DID 

THE RESPONSIBLE FIELD COMMANDERS RECEIVE WARNING THROUGH INTELLIGENCE 

SOURCES IN SUFFICIENT TIME TO AVOID BEING SURPRISED? PLEASE SHOW ON 

A MAP WHERE THESE ATTACKS OCCURRED WHICH WERE THUS FRUSTRATED. 

c. TO WHAT EXTENT DID THE VIETNAMESE CIVIL POPULATION GIVE 

INFORMATION TO THE AUTHORITIES BEFORE AND DURING THE A'I‘I'ACK.S? (IT 

HAS BEEN SAID ON TELEVISION THAT THERE WAS NDT A SINGLE REPORT FROM 

CIVILIAN SOURCES ALERTING GVN/US FORCES TO THE IMPENDING ATTACKS.) 

' (WORKING GROUP ADDS: WHAT INFORMATION HAD VN INTELLIGENCE AND 

SECURITY ACQUIRED WHICH WARNED OF THE IMPENDING ATTACKS?) 

<1. TO WHAT EX‘I‘ENT WAS THERE A BIKE FREE AND RAPID EXCHANGE OF 

INFORMATION BETWEEN GVN AND US AGENCIES? (WORKING GRGJP ADDS: AMONG 

THE SEVERAL US AGENCIES , AND AMONG THE SVN AGENCIES THEMSELVES?) 

e. HAVE THE ENE/iY ‘UNITS WHICH ENGAGED IN THE ATTACKS NOW 

BEEN IDENTIFIED‘? IF SO, WHAT CONCLUSIONS HAVE BEEN DRAWN FROM THESE 

IDENTIFICATIONS? (THE BOARD RECOGNIZES THAT THE QUESTION IS MORE 

PROPERLY PAR}6F QUESTION A). (c0nt'c1) 

COORDINATING OFFICERS 
~ .m.m OFFICER 

I 

g"~g {Q E-. J \**=':;*:=:J.:.1,":n;";:':""‘\ 

, ' 7 __ _ 
J , 

declus mcullon 

_ REYRDDUCTION BY OTHER THAN THE ISSUING-JFFICE IS PROHIBITED. WPY "O- 
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IY wen 1; E] no mnix E] nu IN cs ma no. 
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-nI|36lL@_ 

(closllificaf n) (date and ilme fllod) (reference number)
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' S * 
I R E T ——-———--i CITE DIRECTOR 

_ 

- 1'. WHAT SUBSTAIITIVE EVALUATED INFOH/IATION BEARING on THE 

ATTACK ON TI-[E CITIES REACHED THE FOLLOWING OFFICIALS IN THE PERIOD 

OF JAEUARI 15-30? (1) GE[\1ERALWES']lMOREIAN"D’ (2) Jcs, (3) SECRETARIES 

OF STATE AND DEFENSE, (A) D01, (5) TEE PRESIDENT. (womcme GROUP ADDS: 

AEDAEEADOR BUNKER) ' 

5;. INSOFAR AS IT CAN BE RECONSTRUCTED, WHAT PICTURE DID Tlihlphi 

OFFICIALS HAVE OF TH11 SITUATION BASED UPON INTELLIGENCE RECEIVED JUST 

PRIOR TO THE ATTACK ON THE CITIES? 

3. YOU WILL RECOGNIZE THAT THE BULK OF THE INFORMATION REQUIRED 

CAN ONLY BE OBTAINED IN VIETNAM. WE RECOGNIZE THAT ALL AGENCIES IN 

SAIGON ARE HEAVILY COMMITTED TO CURRENT AND FUTURE OPERATIONS 

;"(P&“‘° 3’ _'.§'//A“ 7 

0 
I "--~ 

ORDER TO REDUCE TO THE MINIl¢IUI=i It-IPACT ON YOUR DAY-TO-DAY OPERATIONS , 

WE PROPOSE TO SEND A SMALL TEAM TO ASSIST IN COLLECTING AND REVIEWING 

HI RELEVANT INFOPMATION. SUBJECT TO MISSION SUGGESTIONS, PROPOSE 

ABOUT 'I'HR3E1E DAYS OF SAIGON CONSULTATIONS AND EXAMINATION OF MATERIALS 

AVAILABLE AND Two OR THREE DAYS AT SELECTED FIELD LOCATIONS WITH A ONE- 

DAY WRAP-UP IN SAIGON. (cont'c1) 

‘coonmmnma omens 
n:LiAsmc- omcsn ' 

I 

___ 
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downgrading and 
Qgg1g|_|_|fl_cuIlon 

' REPRODUCTION BY OTHER THAN THE ISSUING OFFICE IS PROHIBITED. 
Approved for Release: 2019/04/17 C03023641 < 

AUTHEN TICATIN 
DFFICIR 

COPY



ORIGI 
UNITS 
IXT1 

DATE: 

Approved for Release: 2019/04/17 C03023641, 

MESSAGE FORM ROUTING AND] OR I Nl'l'lAl.S - SEEN IY
6 
1 

.-

9 

TOTAL COPIES: 

I l 

again’!-' 

,:_.._i_-i. 

K 

uvL_._.,_ _, H,_“;gI.¢J¢>_vl'ifl'KIII37*§"‘Q|j4Jw>v¢>QQ-q‘gv‘,,¢,AJfl ¢;_.__.,._______..._ E] no man [:] nu IN cs ml no. 
cum secummn nmemnmmon ['3 INDIX E] nnrnov urum ro..______.____ IIANCH [:1 III-l 

W ,1 ,,,, V 
M," Ill! ,VI I 

»...- . ._ .'.—..,.,.=-,.-,..A..,'. ‘Z I ...,._,..,.,.,.,..,..‘.'.I ..»=-Er... ~......4., __.__._7:_ , T 7 vi ' : ' ’ 

V 

' 

(emu) 
"' 

(cluuliflcaflon) (date and time Tiled) (reference number)
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TO H 

Ouus-0| 

S E C 
err! DIRECTOR 

Page 1+) 
_, 

—-| 

A. MACV. . 

1. ASSEMBLE MATERIAL IN RESPONSE TO BOARD'S QUESTIONS 
‘ A THROUGH E, FOR EXAMINATION AND POSSIBLE RETURN To WASHINGTON} 

2. PROVIDE MACV'S EVALUATION OF THIS MATERIAL, ESPECIALLY ON 

QUESTIONS c AND D. 

3. PROVIDE A BRIEFING ON MACV'S PROCEDURES FOR PROCESSING 

AND EVALUATION OF INDICATIONS INTELLIGENCE. 
' 

A. PREPARE A RESPONSE To QUESTION F (1). 
.= 1 

5. ARRANGE I A FIELD ITINERARY TO INCLUDE VISITS TO SELECTED 

/"7 
,x///Ié/37 

HEADQUARTERS AT CORPS/FIELD FORCE LETEL, INCLUDING [::::::::::] Ei5(c) 

B_ Q _ 

s.5(¢) 

l. AssMEIE MATERIAL COLLECTED TRRoucE[:::]cEAERELs DURING 
PERIOD 15-30 JAEEARI WHICH CONTAINED INDICATIONS OF THE TET 

OFFENSIVE, ART MATERIAL IN RESPONSE To QUESTIONS c AND D. 

2. PROVIDE BRIEFINGS on THIS MATERIAL, ARE oE[:::::]EvALEATIoR 
OF IT , ESPECIALLY ON QUESTIONS C AND D. 

(CONT"D) 

COORDINATING OFFICERS 
- IELEMIING omen 
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I
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- own nq an 
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s.5(¢) 3. PROVIDE A BRIEFING ON SPROCEDURES FOR PROCESSING AND 
K EVALUATION OF INDICATIONS INTELLIGENCE. 

1+. PROVIDE OFFICE SPACE AND CLERICAL SUPPORT. 

C. EMBASSY SAIGON 

PROVIDE BRIEFINGS ON ITS STATE OF WARNING OF 'I'HE 'I‘ET 

OFFENSIVE AND ON ITS RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS C AND D. 

1.. PROWIDE ANY WARNING INFOIMATION IT RECEIVED DURING 15-30 

JANUARY. 

2. PROVIDE BRIEFING ON THIS MATERIAL 

3. PROVIDE BRIEFING ON ITS PROCEDURES FOR PROCESSING AND 

EVALUATION OF INDICATIONS I|1\T'I'EIIF.[GENCE. 

1+. - THE BOARD REQUESTS THAT STUDY BE CONCENTRATED ON THE 15-30 

JANUARY PERIOD , BUT SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION RECEIVED PRIOR TO 15 JAN 

SHOULD BE INCLUDED. 
5 . TEAM COD/fl?OSITION TO FOLLOW SEPARATE MESSAGE. 

END OF MESSAGE 

(See attached page far releasing and coordination) 
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