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‘Spending rate
“for arms held |

cut by Soviet

WASHINGTON (Reuter) — The
CIA apparently contradicting De-

“iense Secretary Caspar W, Weinber-
- Ber, said in testimony made public

~yesterday that the Soviet Union re- .
-~duced by half the rate of growth in .
nding starting in 1977. -

;»-vits defense s
* " ‘“‘Before 1976, growth in total de-
- fense spending had averaged about

four to rece

-71976, the rate of increase in spending :

: dropped appreciably, to about 2 per-
cent_a vear.” the Central Intelli-
' gence Agency said.

~The test1mony-by+Degutv CIA Dn-
rector Robert Gates was-given last
“November 21-to-a-congressional eco-

~nomic subcommittee and was made °

';g" ublic yesterday by Senator William
: Proxmire
“Mr. Proxmire, a Wisconsin
Democrat, commented that “it is
tune for Washington to take official
notlce that Soviet military procure-
ment has been stagnant for the past

;sq‘ye_n years and to stop acting like :

not.hmg has changed.”
+ Mr. .Gates’s testimony appeared

ﬁo conflict sharply with Mr. Wein- .
berger who has said repeatedly that

;a_Soviet military build-up has pro-
_ceeded unabated since the 1970s.

‘ The- Pentagon declined to com- ‘

.Jment on the report.

BALTIMORE SUN
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*.2" The Pentagon and CIA have been -

- cengaged in a running battle over

Soviet defen

7Mr. Gates said in his testimony that
;-the intelligence "agency was confi- |
"dent of 1ts analysis. :
“~-.His analvsis went through 1983,

-and he said that since then the CIA

“had “noted evidence of some accel-

< eration in the rate of increase in de-

f.:‘I ense spending.”

"~>-Mr. Gates estimated that Moscow
spends 13 or 14 percent of the coun-
+try’s gross national product on de-
“fense. The United States spends
“«about 7 percent of its GNP, which is

i much larger than the Sovxet Union’s.

' The Soviet economy pulled out of
>a-decline in 1983, MT. Gates said,
growing about 3 percent, but growth

**slowed'to 2 percent in 1984 because
'wof a poor harvest.

He said the agency was forcast--
-ing " that “the upswing in GNP
"“growth could continue for another
year or two.”

Although defense  spending

,.growth slowed sharply for seven
years, Mr. Gates said the Soviet de-
fense establishment managed to con-
.-tinue_modernizing and improve its
rmhtary

During that time, he said, the
Soviets purchased 1,100 interconti-
nental ballistic missiles, more than

—100-sea-launched balhstlc missiles,
53800 bombers and 5,000 fxghters

‘Despxte the scale of the ongomg
Soviet defense programs, the growth
~of spendmg did slow,” Mr. Gates
<said.
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