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CIA Report a Cooked-Up Job

From the very moment it was *‘leaked” to the
gence Agency (CIA)on- worldwide oil shortages

had a fraudulent air about:jt. - - . )

the foundatron of what; ‘was’to, become a week

. long sales pitch for a comprehenswe U. S"”en-{‘-

ergy conservation pohcy.' .

.- Few Americans doubt, that_nMr Carter S mo= -
' trves were pure or that the American profligacy *_
in energy consumption must somehow ‘be
.-curbed. But'to base his.appeal on -what was <
purported to be a fresh and detailed CIA 100k at
- global Energy reserves: was unquesnonably a .

wrono tactic.

Sparkmo rhe initial ‘suspicion. ‘that the CIA '

figures might not be all’ that. reveahnc was-the

fact that they roughly conformed to those of tivo:.
" respected Paris-based oruanrzatrons, ‘the Inter-'
- national Energy Agency and-theé Organization ..
for Economlc Cooperanon and Developmenr?‘

=(OECD),
) However, desprte using. the same, bas

-~sumptions as the: Internationial Eneroy Agency"

"nd tge ObFCD the: CIA n:lane:aed tot mj;cst a:’.;’; ican in his right -mind would quesnon the: need_f,_;
: consicerably more pessimistic tone into-itsire- and inevitability of energy conservan

* port. This pessimism, it. was acknowledced ‘Was

) X done fora purpose. to provrde a dramauc back-»» <,

~In fact Mr: Carter descnbed the report (t )
‘days before- his first, Ielevrsed ‘appeal to ..

,natron) as being’ "deep[y drsturbrng Pl O
Ralph Nader immediately * questroned i'tht:'
CIA's mformatronal . authenticity "mamtarmngz,

~ came from. such vested interests as the oil com-
- panies.’ But not many. Amencans pay much at-"

news media, the report of the Central Intelli-.

and anticipated sizable.price increases by 1985 '

_ This was dlsturbmg, insofar as- President Rk
“-: Carter a few days later made the CIA assessment N

-@35 co}r"ecr.%'zé'r&:ébrding to'the‘;Wall'- S‘trect‘:four-:;i:-

'to the American people,: the. Whité- ‘House. an- ~

“ vertising campaign to. keep hammemng on the:tﬁ.i
"-Presrdent senergy message: we face a crisis and”, “
- it must be resolved. Carter aides- have asked the
'Advemsmg CouncrI which: conducts ‘public--3

et broadcast:and print commercrals on:the gravity.
‘ .of the energy problem. :
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that the. data mcorporated in.the rer)ort probab!y

tention to-Mr. Nader any more and his hunch"’—

future” oil. shortages was 2. .
< even though jts general thrust' ’

Subsequent to Mr. Carter’s series of appeal

nounced it is- considering-a: pub]w servrcc ad-. :

service camparvns, to -present’ suggestrons for

Thrs is all weil-and good' Afterall, no Amer-. -'

____ ] 1s program- ’
through abalky. Congress, he’ll'need;the support -
o‘f«the people,; to. whem. any: advemsmg ‘cam

But if Mr.. Carter is to push
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