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' Press reports have told us the presx-
-'dent is distressed about the failure of

"the CIA to have predicted the recent -
‘turmoil in Iran, and has expressed that -
. distress in strong terms to Adm. Stans-

field Turner, director of the CIA.
T Mr. Carter does not have far to look

for the answer., Some: months ago, it -
mu be recalled,” Adm: Turner under--

; took a-massive ‘reorganization™ of the

CIA. He did it by throwing out several

‘hundred top, , seasoned, .“operational?

"types, whose CIA careers had been de-
i ,voted chiefly to the personal ‘collection -
~.of intelligence abroad, mostly by clan- -

destme means. The:reasons, we were
told was that with all the highly sophis- -
' ticated electronic and- photographic in---
i telligence-collection -« -methods. .

¢ American -technology, ..there::was - no-
: longer any need for the more messy

* and inexact procedures of personal col-

lectlon. N :
C : ¢ © That proved—-as many recogmzed at:’
§ he time—to: be: a. disastrous. judg--
T _mental error on the part of a man with

# no significant .experience in or under-};

£, standmg of intelligence. . i
. Spies in the sky ‘can mdeed perform
. wonders, and we should ail be grateful
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for their unique capabilities. But there
is no technological substitute for the-
man—or- the woman—on the spot..
‘Revolts, revolutions. and terrorist™ at-_
- tacks are not customarily developed by *

inteltigence system off from the bars, .
-coffee houses and ‘other non-technical :
places where indications. of intentioiis
—as-distinguished from capabilities—.
* are most.apt,to be picked up, we have
left. ourselves, as in.the: case: .of Iran,‘
_w1de-opeu to bemg blindsided: ** . ¢ ;.
- Even at best intelligence is an met-_’
.act and difficult business, and to expect
.. 20/20 foresight in every:case-is t0 ex-
- pect the impossible. The Israeh intelli-
- gence service,.one. of the best in the
--world, failed to anticipate the Yom Kip-
pur war. But:the sooner.we recognize’
= that. no-intelligence agency,.can. possis,
bly sticceed without generous portions -
of the most traditional and essential in-’
- gredients of that ancient art—namely,”]
“ the brains and sheer guts of individual’
‘human ‘beings. in - direct touch with
other human beings-—the: safer thzs
Umted States of ours will be: ooy o ,
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