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Suc years ago Congress added the now. famous and ordersin. many cases responsxblhty for-“special” intel-
controversxal Hughes-Ryan amendment to the Foreign hgence activities was made explicitly that of very high’

Assistance Act. This required.the presxdent to-report to. : leve} ofﬁclals mcludmg the" ttorney general and- hex
etght commxttees of the House and Senate: “m a timely "

iashlon -about. covert. Central,.lotelhgence Agency:ac- -
Vi 5.-The CIA has:been’ seekmg ever since:to reduce:
the,;mmber of co'nrmttees_from elght to two: Members:;

: “giving the' agency what'it.
wanted on’ Hughes-Ryan and, doing little-else.. The rest -
of'the: charter can-be dealt with next: year,.its sponsors :

1 pp’{g’lr, tly sendtors: on-the- comrmttee werére-

akes'pv anmng cove acts almost xmpossmle _
.£The’ CIA ‘wanted 'so. muchi to. do° ‘away’ thh,H’ughe did;’ n Tran: But- the agency and its' supporters ‘made
Ryan that it was wﬂlmg, reluctantly, to go. along w1th clever use-of the. frustrattons generated by the Iranian
thé writing into statute of a comprehensive charter for i -+ situation (and-Afghanistan) by rgumg that’ Congress
itself. Such' is. greatly needed,’ we.believe:: We were - must now “unleash-the CIA"
pleased when the Carter: admxmstratxon and-the Senate "= Reformers sdy. they are. gettmg somethmg from the. .
Intelhgence Comrmttee worked: out:a -good, if by no streamlmed bill. ‘Where- Hughes-Ryan just called for
=172 pages spellmg the presxdent to report to the: eight committees “in a ;'_"
ntelhgence ‘agencies) . txmely fashion,” the proposed change would require -
} could and couldn’t do and makmg'clear the'lines of ex- - . that.the two commlttees be kept “fully and currently
C’ . ' ecutxve responsxblhty for andv‘congressmnal overswht m:ormed" of CIA. covert activities,-including advance
example, assassmatlon ~  rotice in almost all cases.’ That 5 something for re-
s promblted prxvate- mstltuttons such:as: thepress- e formers—-—but not enough; when’ you consider that once -
and" religious-and .educational: groups-were: protected - Hughes-Ryan <is-overturned;. the "CIA. would not- go =
from abuse by agents: needmg such “cover”(though the: ~along with*getting a charter. _passed,” and thus. there
protectxon in the draft act was. not as great asis need- " would be'no charter. Because of that reality, we would-
prefer to‘ ee Congress do. nothmg this year, and-{ry.:
. next’year when times may. be more tranquil; to trade
off Hughes-Ryan for a charter.
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