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ARTICLE APPEARED
ON RAGE

Thirown
aic F§ iﬂ @
e,me cold:

" eporter delves |

1nt0 dandestlne i
- CEA operanons |

By David L. Preston
Journal associate editor

joe. Trento, areporter.-for the Wil- -
mington, : Del: ;. Néws- _]ournal papers,

in the néwsroom-one:Tuesday in Sep-
tember- 1978 when Phil -Milford, the
police reporter; strolled by and handed

_hlm a 2-inch-AP: chppmg from the

mormng paper. . P
“This’ mxght interest you,” sald Mxl-'
ford “It’s just-a little CIA story; a CIA -
gu) drowned on Chesapeake Bay v~ :
* Trento; * whose*News: _]ournal: storles‘
had been the first in the nation on cru---

cial aspects of the CIA and ‘ITT in-

volvement'in Chile and a Justice Depart-

ment investigation into perjury by Rich--
-ard Helms," bare]y was awake, let z2lone
interested. His mind was on 2 job offer

RTINS 5;",

paper.

-~ He glanced at’the'chp half- heartedly*
john Paxsley ‘Wretired CIA ana]yst ‘was
missing in Chesapeake Bay*after having

‘gone out sailing’ Sept "24: OK, thought

- Trénto, the name rings a bell, but so .
“ what? Hundreds of names had popped -
up during two years of covering ClA-re- .

lated stories for the Wilmington papers,
But then he made some phone calls.
Those earl) calls began an mvestxgauon
that continues to this day, an investiga-
tion into the bxzarre disappearance-of 2.

man who was not a low-level analyst — "

as the CIA ardently had insisted for
months — but who may in fact have
been directing a secret CIA operation to
track down the theft of American spy
satellite secrets in the f' nal days before
he disappeared. ' o E
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: gence Committee, whose ongoing inve

i derstand"«bl) would want to keep sile
" about it. The agency alternately h
lied, withheld information and refus

_ventive investigative reporting,
‘the possibility that the body pulied from

STAT

If'Pa-iéley's final missi'on was to dete
mine what the Russians knew zbo
U.S. satellite secrets, then the CIA u

to ‘cooperate with the Senate Intel

tigation into the Paisley case was a g
rect result of the- News ]ourna
sures.

Trento never took that other 30b
dozens of News-Journal stories over ti
last 15 months, he and reporter Richa

Sandza disclosed that John Pals!ey he.l

the highest of national security clear-.

ances, was still- on the agency payroll
four years after his supposed retirement,

~had debnefed Important ‘Soviet defec-

tors, had been CIA contaci man for the
. Watergate “plumbers™ and worked with
was drml\mg:hls morning cup of coffee -

Henry Kissinger on the f'rst Strategxc

| Arms Limitation agreement before it

wassigned in 1972.

"The stories, resultmg from a ‘com-
bination of established - ‘sources and in-
raised

the Chesapeake Bay on-Oct. 1, 1978,

“identified by the FBI as Paxs}eys and of-
ficially ruled a suicidé: .in fact may not.

have been his. Further two weeLs be-

fore the New York Txmes reported it,

the’ News-Journal repor(ers -wrote .in a
copyrighted story that the CIA-hid from

-the White House and Congress the fact |
Zthat Sowet agents had ob[amed copxes '
he was about to accepr on another news- ‘I

. selves.

g year in jail and a §5,000 f‘ne.

_porters to ferrer out facts’ about- what
‘the CIA does in the name of the Amen-

tion that would tncourage more covert

CIA activities and keep them secret

from Congress and public. _ . . 7
The bill, called the * Intclhrrence Re- :

form Act of 1980.” would exempt the |
CIA from comp}ymg with requests for|

information made under the Freedom
of Information Act, except for requests)
by individuals for dﬁ..a about thcm

Much of the lahguage of the bill was
drafted at the CIA. The bill was intro- | ;
duced a day after President Carter, in!
his State of the Union address, called for
removal of “unwarranted restraints” on
the mtclhgencc community.

If sxgned into law, the bill \»ould
make it a crime for any official or for- |
mer official to use classified information |
in making public the names of any intel- |

- ligence agent, informant or source. The

penalt) would be a prison sentence of
up to 10 years and a finc up to $50,000.

It would be a crime for someone outside
-the government to disclose such nameés

“with theintent to )mpalr or lmpede the:

- foreign mtelhgence activities of the’

United- States,” with a penalty of one’
This legislation would deal a senous
blow to the efforts of i investigative' re<

can people.” Significantly, Trento and’
Sandza found no official or former 6fﬁ-
cial mllmg ‘to disclose classified in-
formation anyway, $0 a bill. of ‘this‘sort
would serve only to enrourage further
CIA secrecy.” . -
- Some of the most important stories of
the fast 30 years have involved the CIA,
yet those stories remain almost exclu--
sively in the hands of the Journalistic
Powers that Be and a. handful of free- |
lancers. = - A ,,_'_;:"'»:' ‘\i




