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Cuban President* Fldel Casu'a

told the Umted States i de-May‘ o

that he- knew of the .invasion:of:
Zaire’s Shaba Province-a month’or

unsuccessfully to stop 1t, mformed.
sources said last might. ° i =iwee

The first half:of Castro’ 3 statements
on May 17 to the chief: U.S. diploinat
in Havana, Lyle F. Lane, seems-to but
tress the Carter- administration’s
claim that Cuba had advance knowu

edge of the cross-border -attack.”

But the second’ haif. of the. Castro
statement=—which ‘has not been offi-
cially disclosed—~con

strain the invaders.. . 5

The .U.S. d:plomat's report. on his:
conversation with Castro was made:
available-to~the<Senate. Foreign.-Rew
jations Committee yesterday. ‘Sources:
familiar - withs the-diplomat’s. reports}
said- Castro told Lane-that he tried to

persuade- the: Angolan government of
Presxdent! Agostino: Neto . to- -restrain-

An°oh’&bord=:~into Shaba Provmce;.
{ Castro reportedly 3aid he may have :
failed because: Neto: was ill-and- out

of the countrys part: of.the. time-be-

T -

tangans on May 1112 PSRN
Tkere: was: noummedxabe explana-
tion for' the- administration’s | failure
to. disclose -Castro's” claim that” he:
sought to head: off't.he inyvasion: CBS,?
witich reported’ the- story- on.itss eveb
ning news last nmight, quoted:a Smte
Department.. source - as.— as_saying ‘the-—
claim- was- withheid” because-thaxde-
partment did"no#* believe- Castro=-bul™;
did not wanttoycall’ him—a«-ua:....-u-;

’ quest for :the - admimstratlon's evi-
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“The- fact of Castro’s meeting with
the U.S. diplomat was disclosed by
administration officials on' May 18,
the day after it-occurred. The ofﬂcxals ‘
said then that Castror had said Cuba -
was not taking part, dn'ectly or in-
directly, in the Shaba: mvasn.on. ‘Xo
further details were given.:

- Carter's May 25 declaranan, ‘which
was drafted-by a committee of White
House- and State Department offi-
cials, stated:: “The. government of
Angola must’ bear a responsibility for.
the deadly attack, which was launched
fromr its -territory;- and-it's-a—burden
and: a- responsibility: shared: by« Cuba:

“We- ‘believe- that”Cuba’had known
‘of therKatangan. plan tde invade -and.]
obviously did nothing to-restrain them:
from- crossing. the- border.. We: also

.know-that:the Cnbans.havaplayed ad

‘key: role: i training” and: equipping 3
the ‘Katangans: who: attacked.) =3
‘The Carter: .administration’s accusa=:
txons- thaf:'Cuba played: a:role-in:the.
attack “have. been’ rejected by Cuba -
and quutxaned by: soma’adxmmstra-

-gress. YUY o emr s
Central Intelhvence cAgency Du:ee
tor Stansfield Turnper, iit; a: series: of:
classified briefings- this week for four-
. Senate-and: House committees, sought-
to prove the case that Cuban help was
-a: factor.in: the. invasion. -~
Turner’s’ twohour closed . ‘'session
presentatxon yesterday-to - the- Senate
. Foreign: Relations: Committee — like

" idence before-making up their minds .
. Of those senators willing to com-’

ment on - Turner’s presentation, - the-
; strongest suppart. for the administra-

. ®-NY) +The president has .not con-+
“the Cubans,” Javits said, but he-added’

“similar briefings to other “Hill uni
. drew- sharply.. mixed: reactions fro
- lawmakers who heard it and failed t
- resolye the.- controversy: over- Cub
: aid to.the f.orces thatjnvaded Shaba::
5 Those.who have tended to support
Carte: sald’ ‘Turnee: had cormnced
them.’ “that: th& prw.dent’s charges.
were correct. ‘But..those . who have
quahoned. the- Aceuracy. of. the evi-
- dence'saxd. they sﬁllfhaverheard noth-
ing to' putthea.r doubts to rest.
Georzge - McGovern (D~S.D),
¢ Who' orIgﬁmt.ed ‘the - committee’s” Té-

dence, mme&.up»the sntuaﬁon br

what. happened durmg the" Vlet:nam
war: - Different™ peoplt ‘look "at the
same -data and-draw- diﬂerent conclu-
sxons from (75 T T e
- ~-McGovern, who-has been: the mo:t

- dent MobutoS ese Seko in the- pasgbnt

. whetherCastm or Carter-is correct}

N ~supplies at an Angolan port. . - .
-;— But, as has become clesr during the
1past week, the overwhelming mass af ‘

* vocal of: the doubters, added that he

“was' still ‘unconvinceds: after hearing |

* Turner and- examining’ the evidence.
- Her aaid: **While’ they  may . have

enongb drcnmstanﬁal- —evidence to:
" bring in: a-rather. “shaky'. indictment

- against the Cubans, they would never-
- get . conviction. baud onxthe, eﬂdenea
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Sparkman (D-Ala), a staunch adminis-
tration loyalist on mast issues, reacted
cautiously. He said, “The weight of 1
the evidence is circumstantial, and
that weight is substantial but by no
means conclusive:” - -

Similar caution was expresaed by

" such key committee members as Sen. 1
-Frank Church (D-Idaho), who is in-
line to become committee chairman
next year, and Sen. Dick Clark (D-
Jowa), who heads the subcommittee
on Africa. Both said they wanted to

take closer-and harder looks at.the ew .

tion came from Sen. Jacob - ‘K. Javits:;
"jured up:some: incident- to discradit. 3

_that he-was-unwilling to ‘characterizey-
the degree and depth of Cuhm in..
volvement in-the Zaire situation. 3
Although ~the- reactions yesterday-}
were the most skeptical and reserved.
.that Turder has encountered in. his4
forays up-to Capitol Hill this week,-
the administration- has. been encoun-
tering questions about : its charges
ever since Carter first made-them in a-
Chicago press conference on. May Z5.
__The president said specifically that
the rebéls wbo—invaéed Zaire's Shabaq

Provmce frorn the. nughbonng Marx
1st state of Angnh were trained and
‘equipped by the -Cubans.- He also
charged that Cuba knew of -the mva-
sxon plan and did nothing to stop it. -

.- Castro’s government had: demied thae

chargu. It has-admitted- helping traxm
Angola-based rebet foes of Zairs Presis

has insisted it plued o mla in. lzlt
month'smvmon. o .

: The- - ensuing " axgument- N about

‘has centered: o two- points: Whether|
the intelligence on which the admipise
tration based its charges comes from
reliahle sources and whether. it estab-
‘lishes -a. Tecent "’ connecﬁnn netween
t.be Cubans and the rebels, - =

2 Those-who have seen the evideme
say part of it involves sateilite photos
‘that allegedly show Cuban camps lo-
:cated near-rebel camps in mnorthern
- Angola and. a Cuban- ship unlnadin'

: the administration’s evidence cnnsstsl
-of reports collected by. the CIA from .

: African diplomats, from captured reb- ;
-els and ﬁ_'oxn. agents ot‘othervovem-»l
jments. ©. GlnM L 1o0L cwmail
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