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By ANTHONY MARRO
~ Spectal to s M York Times
&VASHINGTON, March 20—The Justice
Department has told Philip B. F. Agee,
the. former Centra} iatelligence Agency
officer who Wrote a controversia] book
2bout the agency, that
prosecuted for violations of the Espionage
Act if ke returned here from England.
The decisjon, which
{ By Benjamin R. Civi
[ of the criminal div ion, came less than
,‘two months after his predessor in the
i Ford Administration, Richard L. Thorn-
! burgh, told My, Agee that he was sti]]
i the subject of an investigation because
Pof classified materia] disclosed in hjs
"book, and that he might be prosecuted

if he returned,

Mr. Civiletti said today that his decision
did not regresent any change in attitude
on the part of tha department toward
possible violations of the Episonage Act
but simply reflected the fact that the in-
vestigation had come to its logical end
and that no ground for prosecution had
Jeen found. .

The decision by the department comes
it a time when Mr. Agee is facing depor-

tation from Britain

national security”

:{ing information affecting crop futures
-{while it was “very difficult” to prosecite
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Nation” that he was weighing various
Measures to crub the disclosura of infor-
mation ahout intelligence activities, in-
cluding stronger application of eXisting
legisiation apd seeking strorger laws
against disclosure.

He said that he had foung it disturbing |

‘[to learn that a Department of Agriculture’

employee could be sant to jail for disclos- |

an intelligence officer for disclosing na-
tional security information,

Mr. Agee came under heavy criticism
from his former colleagues in the agency,

: many of whom believed that his book,
Be will not pe l“fnside the Company: CIA Diary,” joop,

ardized agency projects and Operatives

B4t tin Latin America because of the great
Was made Friday _ ¢
eiti, the new heaq]amcunt of s

pecific' detail abou: agency
programs there,

Mr. Ages maintainad that hz wag'
providing a public service in alerting citi-
Zens to the type of clandastine activities
that the agency was undertaking zand that
many of the operations he wrote about
had been either illegal or improper.

Melvin Wulf, one of Mr. Agee’s attor
heys, said today that it was not certain
whether Mr. Agee would return to the

tUnited States to live but that he expected

iMr. Agee would at least return to lecture.

.“He wants to take part in the debate|

;over the future role of intelligence agen-

“cles,” Mr, Wulf said,

" Mr. Wulf, who until his recent resigna~
tion was the lesal director of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, and Ramsey
Ciark, the former Attorney General, mot

“in the interests of~ with My Civiletti Iast Thursday to discysg -
and at a time when i the Agee case. Mr, Wulf had maintained

officials of the Central Intelligence Agen- |in the past that it was wrong that Mr,
¢y have heen oparly complaining that _Agee; shou!d_ face prosecution here, say-
current laws are not adequate to prevent Ing, “It continyes to puzzle me tpat Agee

the release of classifiad information.

Andrew Falkiewicz, a spokesman for

who broke the law are home free.”

the agency, said today that the agency| Mr._Civiletti said that before bis meet-
was told Friday that the Justice Depart-|ing with the two lawyers he found that -

ment had given the notification to M
Agee through

r.|the investigation of Mr. Agee had been

his lawyers. “Of course ended “sometime in January” and that
3 ry

ve're upset,” Mr, Falkiewicz said. “It’s!it had beep concluded that there Va5 No

10t that we want to hurt Mr, Ag
t [reinforces] our argument-that we don
1ave Jaws to prevent peop
ag classified information.’

Earlier in the day, w
ny specific reference to

»

ee, but' grounds for prosecution.

¢ o On Friday he sent a letter to My wypp

le from disclos< and Mr. Clari, saying that Mr. Agee was

not under investigation now but that the

ithout manking department coulq not guarantee that jt
Mr. Agee, Stans. might not reopen the matter jf additional

eld Turner, the new Director of Central evidence came to light that would suggest

itelligence,

said on CBS-TV's “Face the a violation of Federal law,

|/

STAT

IS in jeopardy while al] the scoundrels




