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WASHINGTON—During his confumm !
tion hearings, George Bush was thumbed -
.down. by seme . liberal Democrals ‘as |
being too political for the CIA direc
tor's job, and now, this able, versalile™

man is h!ﬂh-mmded enough fo announce o

his resignation early . so*-his "successor
can be installed thatimnch.sooner. - .2

Bush’s - decision should make - those © ;
worrywart senators _eaf. .¢row,” humble
pie, peanuts; or whatever politicians are. 4
supposed” to eat these. days to admit ;
they were wrong. A yedr ago, Sens.
Frank Church, Patrick’ J: Leahy; and
Gary Hart, slttmg in’ 3udgment praxsed:
Bush but didn't trust him.
{. The Scnate finally confxrmﬁ& I}usn T

re

January, and he has niade .2 good re- 4

cord as CIA dlrector Nary a poep out of
Church & Co. : i
Bush kept-a low pmme and per [ormed
well. ’Ihen, on Nov. 20, he had a six-
* hour - meeting with Jimmy Carler- ‘that
“went well enough that speculators—and ;
this town is rife with thezn~wondered 1f
Caner mxght keep Bush on.: i

BIﬁH PUT that one do,vn by reeign- 3
ing, effective Jan. 20, 1977. “'I wanted to-’
clear the air,”"he told'me in his cffice,
] am damned sure that this posntion'
‘must be filled soon. This gwes Mr. Cart-
er more time to make his . selection, |
Access and” confitlence * in- the directaor,

“i: They. are not cul uraily adjusted to the

by Co-xg:eas are, more xmporta..t thaq

ever" - ;

" Bush ook’ over th° CIA just after xt
‘had gone through-18 months of Jnvesti-
‘gation; and it “was, hardly  a-candidate:
for a- governmenh Acadeny - Award.”

President Ford’s executive order fo re-.

-organize this agency, +making It more
respensible t6 Congress, was new, Agen-7)
,Cy-morale was 6aly fair; and some- con-'
gre:smen still had their knives out.

The reorgamzatmn is notifully 1mpie—
mentea but fnorale.is better at.the CIA.
_since Buish took over. Congressional con-
‘fidence has been’ largely restored In
fact, -there ‘are--so many congresmonal

oversight committees: how dealing with®
tl*e CIA that-are as omphcated as. the.
ce!ebrated agency. ¥ i Srdis -
¢ %It would be_ best,” ,'Bush says

¢
have one ‘joint - congréssional, oversight’]-

‘commiittee, or-‘at ‘the most-one for the
Hcuse. and one ‘for the Senate.”: Spoken :
- like 2 man who served ih Congress and .
.thé executive. branch, and- appreciates
how clutlered commiltcee and Lhe b‘
. reauecracy can get Ry SRR L

o ‘an ainlable and faur—mmded man'm-anw
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'recruxting young poople for ‘the CIA\
; even for the ctovert and c]andestmn ac-:
: tivities section.. The CIA' is. evern- wol
. come on campuses agam he says. "t i

- The agency had a rough time mam-

taining its liaison with secunty agencies
_.of other natlons ‘during’ the’ Watergate-
- period, but Bush says, “They still lock {0
. the CIA as_the strongest artd best Intelii~
* gence agency in the world. Some coun:
“tries worried what all’ the . disclosures.
" would do to our relauonshxp with them.*

._.._.__.._...._'-'..'._.,,;

mbed

.-

. way we must operate in the sunshme
7,7 "The Soviets- c2p1talxzed on $omé. antx—
A CIA pubhcny, andeven blameéd wus: for
the Lﬂgxonnaxre s dxaease

sere

“Bub. I am;sure they :are grateml to:
.}:_learn What thexr whea <rop is. going ta'

:A-;be after our economxc mtelhgen .
" makés ‘an” estimate. “farindre’ accdrate;
lhan theirs.” . , - 572
*Bush bncame Cchaifinan. of the GOP in |
1ate 1972, bad luck for-him because the’
'Watergate ‘scandal broke a-few months
laler. Buh he had endured. dxfﬁculty b—"-:,‘:,
tlons. U 8. rcpre;entahve in- Pemng
KXand as:a. Republicar -dn: Texas. He. was:

¢ these. roles

STILL: ‘DURING the- conﬁrmahon
earitigs,-Sen. Leahy. WOndered whather*
Bush, as -a_Republican partisan,. Wwould |
e strong enough to tell the  President’:
+“that tie Is. wrong, if that ‘bécomes nec-’!

7 essary.”’. Leahy said: he: was. mors . tfou
'bled by the Bush appoxntmen.t ‘than. any :
e :he had-considered- as a‘member-of the:

Senate Arnied Scrvices Commxtte
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"2'It was Sen. Church who ivent on the |
longest ‘firade against Bush.: He found .
« the appointment ‘il advised,”. faston-’} = . -

ishing,”...and ; implored , the : comrittee™
“not to, make a trayesty of our_éfforts to gl
rcform the LCIAM: Though -Bush” was
’.,,:not ‘aspiring ~for “the - vice: p'esxﬁmcy,
Chut'ch and other Den.acrats thaught he
Vmight, and Church sald,.4it is"wrong for i
? him " to . want bxotn pOaithﬂS even m‘ :
“Bicenténnial year:. | ;

* Church-ledned ‘on {he \vO"da ‘of eolu<y
“nlsts to-make his -stand against Busho At ¢ ¢
on¢ point be Yuoted a-George’ Will epleid
mnslaying -out- a “scenarlo. whert thei
CIA: would be used to make an adiminise
ration:Jook” gaod during -a presidential
i election: Church agreed with Will’s cona§
#clusion-ihat. George Bush -ab- the- - CIA

would be “the wrong kind: of guy at-the
wrong place at the worst possitle time."; i

S Tut, tut AL these “gents were. Seding
\Watergate goblms “Sen, - Loabys Sleep:
3 could’. 'not - have ‘beendisturbed by |
- thoughts ‘off Bush’s work atthe CIA. 11 4
th\, Senaté. doesn’t do-its job- on reform-.i
Ying the.CIA, Sen. Church should know: it 3 -
wasn't “Bush’s fanilt, . but : perhaps - thé

cozy " relatmnshlp -Some - “e!d -boys'ti im
kS Washmgton have. with fold - boy”. senas:-
~tors,~ And - -George . \ml’s “theorlzing . ap‘g .
iFpears {rivial when one;looks back at the'j
iz actual*factors at v,ork i the 1976, pregi=/ -
é‘.‘dentia}.elre,ct:i‘o
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