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What kmd of covert mtelhoence
and. pgra~mxhtary operations vshoutd{
the United States engage in abroad?

- That-question should have been re
solved before the Senate began con-
firmation hearings on George Bush,
chosen by President Ford to be direc
tor of the Central Intelhoence Agen _
cy..

Congress is as confused and dwnd-
‘ed as Americans in general on this
subject. We are  only now openly
confronting the fact that our govern-
ment has been involved in assassina-
tions, attempted assassinations and a-
host of other covert operations that
many Americans would prefer not to
know about. Congress must define
the CIA’s role and limits. = & . znia-

. Naivete or cynicism or' both char‘ P

acterize the views of such conserva-
tive senators.as Strom Thurmond of
South Carolina and Barry. Goldwater =
of Anzona, on the one hand, and:lib-

e

erals such as John Tunney of Cali-
forma and Dick Clark of Iowa on: the
‘other. : ey :
- Sens:: Thurmond an »'Goldwater,
‘both Republicans, seem to.think the
'CIA "will be a good boy from here on
1if we will just leave it alone. :
! On the other end of the spectrum

Sens. Tunney and Clark, both Demo-.

crats sard Monday they. would op-

the CIA to-use in covert operatxons v
They and other Democrats compared
the fighting in that southwest African
nation with the Vietnam war and--
argued that any CIA involvement -
would lead us mto another Vletnam
quagmlre DRSS SRt

Are Sens. .Tunney. and C]ark
.saying in effect that every situation

“of conflict in the world is like Viet- -

nam? That if we are involved -at all,
«the- first thing you know we will
‘have. half a million troops: there? Vi-:.

etnam _has ‘heen traumatic for the.’
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~ing people. .». gz seereenits

. Thurmond ~

country, but it Should not h~ave pro-
duced results hke thlS among thmk-

In” orrr*v;ew the Umted States has
a legitimate inter est in the outcome
: in Angola. It is ot’ our busmess to
control - that ‘country’s "domestic af-
- _fairs. But neither.is.it.the business.of.
_the Russians, ‘the Cubans and the
* South ‘Africans,:all of whom have in-
truded forcefully. Given this situa-
tion, the United States should assist
moderate Angolan . forces that are
not.controlled by the Communist in-
- vaders of Angola. And ‘we should
help those forces to avoid being con--
" trolled by South Africa, which may
- very well ‘dominate them if nobody

~. else helps them significantly. - -—-—m '

It is silly to suggest. that we can-
“not do that-without repeating ‘what:
‘we did in Vietnam. By that logic, we
‘should. never engage. in any covert
‘activities ‘abroad.. The- sad" fact is
-that, if we did not, the new colonial-
~ists of the-world- would be:-having
field days everywhere. That hot little
team of imperalist Russia and its cli-
ent state, Cuba, could upset demo-.
cratic and - non-democratic-. govern-
ments from Zanzibar to Paraguay if
-everybody . juste" stood - _a51de and

e

‘watched,  IUiImEXeTr L




