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Suriname: Geographic
Perspectives on the
Rural Black Rebellion

Summary

Since July 1986 a rebe band of rural Blacks—an.
ped saves and
frequentlyreferred 0 2 Bush Negoes—bat operted.

me,
attacking Army posts and police statiors, damaging
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The uprising of rural blacks ' hat began i July 1986
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government responses on the one hand and suppart
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discontent with Bou-
terse—His inabiliy 10 improve th economy and his
failure 10 bring about demacratic reforins—has
broadencd rebel eader Ronnie Brunswik's appeal
beyond the rural black ribes. US Embassy Paramas

vesels Navigation o the Maroni Rivi
forms the boundary with French Guiana, i practica-
Bl fo oceangoing vesels only 45 far 53 Albins, less
than 40 Klometes rom the coast. River steamers
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on the art of city Creoles, who are symbolized by
Bouterse’s regime.

The Operaional Env

The highway network of castern Suriname s sparse,
and desicuction of bidgesor eries by rural back
broad

coast and the interior. Thei other economic aeisies
include subsistence farming,fishing, o

rural black logges supply a lase proportion of
Suriname’s timber needs. To supplement ther forest

routes are unavailabi hwcather toad

th rebel group numbers only
some 200 armed men. Brunswisk clams, howercr,to
Bave more than 1,000 superters. The insurgents”
base camps ae i Stoelmans Eilard, Langatabbete,

lining Paramaribo to Alina i the o'y one in that
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+ Dams. Should the ebels bresch the Afobaka Dam,
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Prospects

Inour view, the rural lac rebelon might eventualy
bring about Bouterse's donfal by demoralizng the
milltary a1d by demonstrating tha Boutrse cannot
Sontro the courtry. Although th rebels ack a de-
find i \cong organization with irning
sccess 1o sophistcated equipment,
e abilty o contnue hit-and-1un auacks
inancirmen e dersan, Thy e e
s, epoesnd qumen cptrd fom vy
o e e soe 1 nd s rom e
and mercenares he rural black population supports
them, ard clementsof the rest o the population
sympathize with them
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