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The not-so-secure world
‘of a Nato nerve centre

Five who
exposed
a tray;wr

By Arthur Osman

Five officers from® a rural
police force took® the credit
yesterday for the downfall ol
Geoffrey Prime, regarded’ as
Britain's most dangerous traitor
since the atom spy Fuchs. They
won a commendation at the
Central Criminal Court but
West Mercia police said they
could -not give detalls about
them,’

The force covers Hcrcfoxd
Worcester an Shropshire. At its
Worcester hcadquarters a senior
officer said:™ ‘We have been
instructed by the Director of
Public Prosections 10, give
nolhing but the bricfest infor-
mation”™

The five are: Det Chief Supt”

David Cole, aged 44, married
with three children and hcad of
the CID. He was born in

Gloucestershirc and joined the’

old Warcestershire force when
he was aged 16.

Det Supt Alan Mavyo, aged 46,
his deputy, married with two
children. He also joined the
former Worcestershire forcc in
1957,

Det Chief Inspector  Peter
Picken, aged 41, married with
two children, joined the Wor-
cestershire force when he was
aged 23

The two junior officers, who
initially intérviewed Primé and
were passed over in yesterday’s
plaudits were Dect. Sergeant
Michact Wilkes and Det Police-
woman Marion Rhodes, of
Hereford.

Latest in.-
long line-

Geolfrey Prime is the latest
in a long line of Iron. Curtain
spies since the last war. Major
defections, arrests and scan-

dals show the breadth of the -

infiltration by Russia and her
allies:

+

1946 Dr Alan Nunn May
discovered  passing  atomic
secrets. )

1950 Dr Klaus Fuchs, depart-
mental head at Harwell, also
supplicd atentic weapon de-
tails.

1950 Dr Bruno Pontecnrvo
another Harwell  scientist,
defected. - )

1951 Donald Maclean, head of

the American Department at .

the Foreign Office, and Guy
Burgess, second secretary at
the British Embassy in
W ashington, defected. '
1958 Brian Linney, an instru-

The Govcrnmcnt Comniuni-

‘cations  Headquarters, where
tncoﬂrC) Prime worked and
"spicd, is the Europcan nerve

‘centre of NATO's long .term
intclligtnce  operation.  The

acrials at GCHQ's two Chelwen-
ham complexes are the ears of a
listening post ranging  across
-Europe and deep into the Soviet
Union.

GCHQ is part of a global
network,  run principally by
Britain and the United States.
which  listens, records  and
analyses the diplomatic, civilian
and military communications
of friend and foc, 24 hours a
day. Cheltenham is one of the

© two main axes of the network

and also the monitor for
Euopean  diplomatic traffic,
Moscow’s links to the Weat and

Soviet military and police radio
. channels. »

It is the outward manifcs-
Jtation  of ‘the technological
espionage’ that is superseding
traditional  spycraft.  Human
Intelligence. “Humint™, has
givcn way to Signal Intelligence

“Sigint”, and its great listening
compmcr banl\s
. -Sigint owes it's 'origins o
y Allied  success in deciphering
.enemy communications during
the Second "World War.. The
“British “Ultra™ team at Bleweh-
ley Park broke down German
NICsSages in onc'c)l' the great
“intelligence victories of the war,
while American uymographcns
punctured the defences of the
key Japanese Purple Code.
_In 1952 President Truman
signed an order founding the
National  Security | Agency  to
centralize and coordinate Ame-
rican Sigint work. The NSA at
Fort Meade, Maryland, 1s the
United  States  eguivalent
GCHQ. with an annual budget
said 1o be more than $2.000m.

It s through the NSA that
indications of the range of Sigint
~work have come. In 1976 the
Church Report prepared by the
United States Senate on Amert-
can intelhigence operations out-
_lined the brietf 10 which modern
" inteHigence operates.

Many of the British contrri~
butions to those Sigint funcuons
are carricd out or controlled
from’ Chelienham.  Developed
from a wartime base used by the
United States air Foree o train
technicians, GCHQ now has
complexes  at QOakley,  the
original site, and Benhall, which
has expandcd rapidly in the past
ten years.

Benhall is home for hundreds
of linguists. Chinese and Rus-

sian  speakers,  hke  Geoffrey
Prime, are at a premium. A

rapid communications system
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- By Stewart Tendler

linked to Fort Mcade allows
speedy  exchange  of  nfor-
mation. :

Cheltenham also has labora-
tories and a trauming school for
technicians, Sccure equipment
for embassics 1s developed there
and the laboratories are also
used 10 cvaluale  cquipment
Cacquired from abroad.

Sinee the NSA works ot only
for the intelhgence community
but also for eivihian chents such
as the FBL and the Unuted States
Drug  Enforcement  Agency,
intereeptions have ranged very
wide, drawing fusther enticism,

Analysts who exanune the
processed  messages can hope-
fully  provide an  cifective
appraisal of movements, inten-
tions and disposttions winch are
passed 1o Cabinet comnuttes i
Whitchall and to the White
House,

Sir Brian Tovey:
CGHQ chief

of arms
may partly

" The  effectiveness
race  montloring
depend” on
The first
would
troop
in radio tratfic and messages
mtercepted at Cheltenham, In
wartinie, GCHQ would be vital
as the electronic suceessor to the
Uiltra team. |

A commentor on the Ameri-

of war
sudden

indications
‘emerge from

can tclihgence  commumily
once  descxtbed  technological
methgenee as the most

rehiable sensory organs of the
espionage body”. 1f that de-
scripuon 1s right then Geotfrey
Prime gave Moscow access o
onc of the most acule of those
SCNSCS.

Little surprise was reported
among statf at GCHQ when the
arrest in July of Geotfrey Prime
revealed that there was a spy 1n
thesr nudst

With up to 8.000 staff and
evidence of lax security at the
Chelienham  base.
those who feit that penctration
was inevitable.

Anglo-American signals intel-

ligence has been a central target

Sigind operattons.,.

movements, an upsurge.

there were.

tfor the KGB. the GRU Russtan
mulitary intelihgence. and other
cspionage  groups  since  the
muddle. 19405, Yet former
Cheltenham staff have talked of
msuflicient  sccurity  checks,
badly guarded gates and un-
supervised  outside  workmen
withia the officies

The Timies has been told lhal
few of the nternal securnty
guards have police. or mihtary
training while sccurtty for the
control and  movement  of
documents s slack. Personnel
use hmited entrances hut when
a shift changes. every eight
hours. there are 100 tew, guards
10 check crcdcnuals cars, or
CASes. ’

Even before Prlmc s tnal the
Americans were raising doubts
about British sccunty, hinting
that the dissensions which
tollowed the Burgess/Maclean
case 1n the carly 1950s may
resurface.

Guiven  the puradlc
regular  discovery of  Soviet
penetratton of British ntelir-
gencee, the security surrounding
Cheltenham should have heen
extremcely  tight. The internal
sccunty force which guards the
gales, patrols the perimeter and
butlding inteniors, 1s understood
1o include two MIS ofticers on
permanent secondment. Advice
on seeurity is also  provided
from MI5's" London head-
quarters.

Special - baffles have been
instalivd  to. protect GCHQ's
computers from any form of
cavesdropping.  Security  men

but

also  check  on visitors 1o
Cheltenham’s hotels. .
Stadt within - GCHQ  are

velted before they start employ-
ment and positive vetting of
personnel with very high secur-
ity clearance s supposed w be
repealed every three years.
Geoftrey Prime would have
gone 1o Chelicnam with seem-
1gly impeccable references His
record with the RAF would
have made hun an deal recruit.
He would be aware of secuity
requiremients and already have
recetved clearance to deal with,

signals  inteihgence while an
airmai,
Quret, stable and married,

there would be little about him
to vomure suspicion. If the
vetiing experts from MI5 and
the Special Branch made further

inquirtes.  they  would  have
found no ecvidence of unac-
countable tinances

Within GCHQ there seems o
have been little chance that Mr
Prime wbuld be caught. One
former member of saff dc
scribed the suumy therc as a
laughing stock™.
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In his opening speech, Sir
Michacl Havers said: The
defendant is a married man
aged 44, with no previous
convictions recorded  against
him. 1t is clear from the facts of
these charge and also from what
the defendant later told the
police that he was sexualy
attracted towards girls in the ten
10 fifteen age bracket,

Over a number of years the
defendant built up a card index
system of young girls. His main
sources of information were
newspaters from the Here-
ford/Gloucester  arca.’ -From
newspaters he was able ot find
out the name of the girl, the
names of her parents' ‘and
sometimes a home telephone
number. - Armed with . this
information it was then his
practice ot telephone the girl
and engage her in conversation
as to her age, which school she
attended and when her parents
were likely to be out of the
house. He maintained his index
system, logging every call he
made with details .of ‘who

was the girl, details of what their
conversation had been about
and what name he had used
when making the call,

At the time of his arrest the
defendant produced to the
investigating  officers * 2,287
index cards for such girls,

distressed

Wendy, the girl referred ot in
Count 1, lives in Gloucester-
shire with her parents. On April
10, the defendant telephoned
the home twice and spoke to
Wendy, then aged 11, who wads
alone in the house. He claimed
to be a Mr Brookes and asked if
he could visit the house to
attend to some plumbing. In the
‘loft the defendant pulled a hood
of striped pyjama material over
his head, placed his kand over
her mouth and told her to lift
her skirt up. As she started to
lift her skirt, the defendant was

- Crying and very.
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answered the telephope and, if it~

'Card index of 2,287
7 little girls’ names

Crown’s case

disturbed by someone at the
door and left the house. Wendy
weni 1o a neighbours house
crying. shaking and obviously.
very distressed.

Count 2, relates to  the
defendant’s next victim, Donna,
who lives in - Worcestershire
with her parents. On May 28,
1981, the defendant telephoned

*Donna, then aged 13. Claiming
-to be a Mr Williams he asked if

he could do some painting

_estimaies, after pretending to
‘examine the house asked if he

-could take a photograph of her
and threw her on a bed. '

Threw girl

into bath
Donna fled to the bathroom,
and tried to call for help

whereupon the defendant threw
her into the bath, ordered her to
take off her jeans and pants
while he masterbated. There-
after he made good his escape.

The girl named in Count 3,
Jdcqueline, lives near Hereford
and in April 1982 was aged 14.
She had received a telephone
call on April 20 from the
defendant claiming to be a Mr
Williams_doing some painting
estimates. Jacqueline was per-
suaded to go upstairs to the
bathroom . where he threatened
her and ordered her to pull
down her pants she began to
screem and this' unnerved the
defendant who left the house
but not before asking if she
knew any other girls on their
own, i

The police had been trying to
catch the man who had
assaulted Wendy and Donna.
Unfortunately for the defendant
his car, a distinctive Cortina,
had been spotted and so it was
that on April 27, six days after
*he assault on Jacqueline, the

fendant was seen.
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» Women loyally stay silent

Geoffrey Prime has been
married  twice and  he s
fortunate that both women have
in the past few wecks shown
more loyaity to him than he did
to  his country. Both ha.c
consistently refused to discuss
their lives with him, -despite
sustained pressure from the
media.

He married Helena Organ, a
tcacher, on August 9, 1969, at
the Roman Catholic Church of
St Anselm and St Cecilia, in
\Kingsway. London. He de-
scribed himself as  hinguist
officer (Foreign Office).

It was not a happy marriage
and by the time they separated
in 1973 he had ‘moved to
Cheltenham with GCHQ- and
she remained in London. She
has since remarried and lives in
south London.

Prime’s second wife, Rhona,
aged 38, was married to Peter
Ratcliff and lived in Cirencester
Road. Cheltenham, when she
met  Prime, who was not
responsible for the subsequent
breakdown of her marriage.

In the early 1970s she and her
husband had a shoe shop at Up
Hatherley on the outskirts of
Chcltenham. They ran  into
financial difficultics and she
approached GCHQ offering a
room for a lodger and Prime
moved 1n. .
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By Arthur Osman

After separating from his first
wife, Prime had a tanly low-key
affair with a teacher in Chelten-
ham.

Prime married Rhona on
June 18, 1977, at Cheltenham
Register Office. She is a shight
and attractive woman, a former

pupil  at the town's Paies
Grammar School, who now
works  as  a meals

school
SUPCIVISOr. '
Last Saturday she began the

unhappy task of selhng some of -

her husband’s favourite pos-
sessions, advertising 1n the focal
newspaper such items "as his
squash racket at £16 and asking
for ofters for s car radioes and
other equipment.

She has muaintained  that,
contrary 10 suggestions made 10
her by some people, money was
a problem and on one occasion
she told me: =1 certainly cannot
afford 1axi rides™,

* She has resisted offers for her
personal  story  of  life  with
Britain’s latest spy. She said: It
is a question of morality. I am
standing by Geofffrey. Marriage
is a very private affair and I
intend to keep it so. I am saying
nothing to anybody.”

Mrs Prime has refused to be
interviewed, saying that as far as
possible she intended 10 keep
her dignity. She had accepted.

her husband’s gunll..b
“He ts a very good man

She dechined 10 san
although she agreed o
teared tor inm an the le
ahead. He had been
ately dnhappy™ while
mand n Gloucester a
mingham  prsons  an
added: “He 1s a man oty
and  an  actve man,
certainly not an averiy
oner™,

She has jealousy guar
privacy and that ot he
sons. At one ume there
police guard on the ne

unostentatiousty fu.
house o Piteville €
Lane, Cheltenham.

She revealed that st

been in regular telphone «
with Prime’s first wife.
Prime was happy with
and eatremely tond ot hy
stepsons. He took them
larly to watch Stoke
joined in impromplu soce
rugger games in the loca
He even joined a squash
help one of the boys wi
started 1o play the game.

It is thought that this

found happincsss 'ml!
family  he - “inherited
largely  responsible  fos

decision not to defect
Soviet Union.
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The background to Prime: Kremlin man in the heart of Cheltenham

The m g the kit he used. From left the officers are Det Chief Supt Cole, Mr Robert
" Cozens, Chief Constable of West Mercia, Det Chief Inspector Picken and Det Supt Mayo. The articles include a
briefcase with a hidden compartment, a tape recorder and a short-wave radio set, as well as code pads
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" Five who
exposed
a traitor -

By Arthur Osman .

Five officers from” a rural

police force took the credit
yesterday for the downfall of
Geoffrey .Prime, regarded as
Britain's most dangerous traitor
since, the atom,spy Fuchs. They
won a commendation at the
Central Criminal Court but
West Mercia police said they
could’ not giveé detdils about
them.’ : . :
The force covers Hereford,
Worcc;ster‘ an Shropshire, At its
Worcéster headquarters a senior
officer said:™® We have been
instructed by the Director of
Public  Prosections to. pgjve
nothing but the briefest infor-
mation”™, .

The five are: Det ChiefSupt
David. Cole; aged 44, married
with three children and head of
the CID. He was born in
Gloucestershire and joined the
old Warcestershire force when
he was aged 16. :

Det Supt Alan Mayo, aged 46,
his deputy, married. with two
children. He also joined the
former Worcestershire force in
1957, .

Det Chief’ Inspector Peter
Picken; aged 41, married with
two “children, joined the Wor-
cestershire force when he was
aged 23, T )

The two junior officers who
initially interviewed Prime and
were passed over in yesterday's
plaudits were  Det’ Sergeant
Michael Witkes and Det Police-
woman . Marion Rhedes, of
Herelord,

i i ¢
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- The wife who could not live -
with her conscience

Mrs Rhona Prime, aged 36,
went into the Witness box
_smartly dressed in light grey
suit and wide brimmed grey hat”
trimmed with. a bright * blue
ribbon, bright blue jumper and a
string of pearls.
She described herself as a
practising Christian and told the
Lord Chief justice that her first
marriage broke up and she was
left bankrupt with three sons.
Prime came to her as a iedger
in Cheltenham and they were
married in June, 1977.
. Mr Carman asked how she

reacted when Prime admitted
the sexual offences. Mrs Prime:
“Total shock. I knew nothing
about it at all.”

Mr Carmen asked how Prime
had treated her and her three
sons. With the *“utmost re-
spect”, she replied. She did not
-know how he did it, living his
*triple life,”

Her sons had more respect for
Prime than for their real father.
Prime had been “‘just marvel-
lous.” i

“He has worked very hard
and brought me to a standard of
living I would never have had
without him.”

Mr Carman asked: “When he
confessed to you on the evening .
of April 26 this year that he had .
not only committed sexual
offences but had also been
engaged in activities as a
Russian spy, did that come as a -
shock to you?”*
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Wife's evidence

Dark-haired Mrs-Primé re-
plied: “Yes it did come as a

‘great shock.”

During the wecks after her
husbhand was taken into custody
for the sexual offences she had
discovered “the raw material” of
his spying. She had informed
the police first of what she had
found and secondly of what
Prime had told her.

*I took legal advice and T had
a choice - [ didn’t have to do it.
But morally T had to go to the
authorities and tell them be-
cause I could not live as a
Chiristian  with- that on my
conscience -or my husband's
conscience and I believe in the
end I have done him a favour,
and hopefully the country.”

Mr Carman asked: “what is
your husand’s attitude to the
fact that you are the person who
provided this prosecution with
the ammunition it possesses?”
She said: “He has taken it
incredibly well. He. has become
a changed man, the man [
always thought was always
underneath. He has lost all ‘hig
burden and 'is now a new man.
Because of the terrible burden
he carried for so many years he
was incredibly enhappy. He was
a tortured personality.”

. Mrs Prime said her husband..

was now able to “relste to

people” and had made a close
friend in prison. “I believe for

_the first time Geoffrey Prime

has found the goal in his life.
that he was always seeking,”
she said,

Mrs Prime said: “I intend to
stand ‘by my husband. As a
Christian I can only utterly
condemn the terrible crimes he
has committed. But I know in
my heart as a Christian I can
forgive him because he is totally
repentant and remorseful and is
50 fuli of guilt, he is a broken
man,”

Later, moments after Prime
was led away to the cells after
sentencing, Mrs Prime col-
lapsed weeping in court.

She was immediately sur-
rounded by police officers and
was supported. by a police
woman as she was led from

-court. Still crying; with her head

on the officer’s shoulder, she
walked uncertainly to a private
rooni. o

Mrs Prime, looking calm and
composed, later left the Central
Criminal- Court by a side
entrance. She did not speak as
she. was. escorted into a taxi by
police. Once-inside, she bowed
her head and hid her face in her
hands. - - .
- With Mrs Prime was her
parish priest, Farther Adrian
Hurst,. who had helped her in
court and who watched the trial
from the back row of the public
gallery. Another woman also jofz
with Mrs Prime. E
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L ommission
to study
-Prime case

. By Anthony Bevins, "’
Political Correspondent

The Prime Minister will this
alternoon announce a Security
Commission investigation into
the circumstances Jof the Prime
Affair. The ‘commission,
chaired by Lord Bridge of
Harwich, a former Lord of
Appeal in Ordinary, wili be
asked to advise the Prime
Minister whether ‘any changes
in security procedures are
necessary in thelight of the case.

Mrs Maigaret Thatcher will
be seeing Mr Michael Foot,
Leader of the Opposition, 1o
inform- him of the reference
before she makes a formal
statement to the Commons.

The statement, which prom-
iscs 1o be brief, will rehearse the
circumstances of  Prime’s
treachery and present a prelimi-
nary assessment of the damage
done, but Mrs Thatcher will not

go into any detail because of

‘security considerations.

But. Dr David Owen, the
forimer Foreign Secretary, who
was therefore responsible for
GCHQ operations at Chelten-
ham, said yesterday that the

security and intelligence servic-

es should start to spy on their
own spies in order to help to
preserve state secrets.

He said in an interview on
independent_ television’s News
at One programme that posmvc
vetting procedures were ' not
going to halt Soviet penctration

" of the intelligence agencies.

Continued on back page, col 3

Lord Bridge to |
head Prime |
investigation |
Continued from page 1 I

“Unfortunately, what you.
also have to have to buttress
your own internal security is|
some form of surveillance. In a
free. democratic society nobody !
likes surveillance - people do’
not like the idea of spying on
your own people to ensure that
they have not got contact with
the Soviet Union - but some
degree of surveillance is necess-
ary and that is a better check
than positive vetting,” Dr Owen
said. i

“People have to feel that if
they know they are given secret,
information by the state, lhau
the state will also take some;
measures 10 cnsure that they are
watching; to ensure that they do
not pass it.on.”

Dr Owen also criticized the

" Prime Minister’s tendency *“‘to

centralize alf forms of control,
particularly on intclligence, in
her own person™. He believed
that a committee of privy

councillors should have the .

power to question ministers

\
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/Spy scandal strains
- US security link

By Henry Stanhope and Nlchg!as Ashford .

" The latest spy scandal has put
further strain on the Anglo-
American “special relationship
in intelligence which has sur-
vived a number of criscs during
its 35 car life.

ar the most cmbarrassmg,
aspect ofthc affalr is held to be

“the "way in -which Geoffrey
. Prime’s, dlsclosuxes to.. his
Russian  contacts mvolvcd

United States and’other alhcd
secret information.
The transatlantic link is
-cspccmlly close- \between, ‘the
Government: Communications
Headquarters (GCHQ) at Chel-
,tenham, where Prime spent the
last part -of 'his - career- as’an,
agent, ‘and the US National
Security Agency.

The two' organizations even
share a pr ogramme of intercept-
‘ing Soviet' intelligence com-
munications and analysmg thcxr
dccoded results.

This is the kind of work that
Prime, a flucnt Russian speaker,
was apparently involved in.

Last night “western sources
were being even more than
usually sccretive. on - security
matters when asked about the
cffects of Prime’s long betrayal
and its impact upon Nato.

At Nato’s Brussels head-
quarters an official said snmply
“Yes, we know all about it here.
But it is all cxlxcmely confiden-
tial.”

At'the Amencan Embassy in
London there was a similar
response officials pointed 1o
last week’s rcported comment

by .Mr Caspar Weinberger, the
American’~ Defence  Secretary,
that the security breach was
unf‘ortunate but not a great
disaster.”? -

Some of thc ‘most crucial
information which ane could
have ‘communicated was West-
ern technology for maonitoring
and decoding Soviet electronic
communications at ‘GCHQ and
elscwhere )

European sources were scep-_
tical about American reports
that Prime had disclosed infor-
mation to ‘the, Russians about
Nalo troop , positions and
missile dcploymcms It would
seem unlikely that he would be
dealing with  that kind of

- information.

But by selling details of
western intelligence techniques
he could .force Britain, the
United States and maybc other
Nato powers to ch.mgc their
system,

Mr James Bamford, an
American who has specialized
on the workings of the National
Sccurity Agency said last night
that the interchange between
Britain and the United States on
Sovict communlcmlons was
total. “No secrct is kept from
cither country”.

But cven more damaging
than the actual material which
Prime was able to communi-
cate, is the fact that he operated
for so long, and concealed a
sexul perversion, without being
apprehended.
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Prime jailed for
leaking secrets
(o the Russians
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the Russian spy, sentenced to 38

vears  imprisonment  at . the

{entral Criminal Court yester- .

day, has raised a question mark
over the competence of British
sccuritly and the extent of Sovict
penetration in key intelligence
arcas.

Whitchall sources say | the
possibility of a leak within the
Government  Communications
Headquarters (GCHQ). at Chel-
tenham, where Prime worked

and committed his most serious’

cspionage, has been suspected
tor the past 10 years. ‘
They hope thé capture of
Prime, who spied alone, has
ended the spillage, and investi-
gations, they believe, prove this.
But  Amecrican intelhigence
sources are reported to believe
the leak remains and suggest as
many as three other agents have
penctiated GCHQ, one of the
West's two main centres for
communications survcillance.

Film contained
500 documents

The sort of damage they
could cause was illustrated by
the Prime case vesterday. Lord
Lane, the Lord Chief Justice,
told Prime, a former linguist
and analyst, that his 14 years as
a  Soviet agent had  done
“incalculable  harm  to _ the
interests and  security of this
country and our friends”.

As the judge passed sentence
he told Prime, aged 44, of
ICheltenham, “it is said you are
anxious to repair the damage
you have done but it is pericctly
plain that a huge proportion of
1t 1s quite irreparable™.

Earlier Sir Michacl Havers,
QC. the Attorney General, told
ythe court that Prime’s work had
not given away the sccrets of
nuclear  dispositions nor
information about agents but
the damage caused became
more and more “grave” by the
mid-1970s when Prime arrived
at GCHQ. On onc occasion he
passed film of 500 sccret
documents.

The court was emptied for a
time as the judge listened in
camecra  to details | of the
information leaked .
~ Prime, who left GCHQ in
"1977, was arrested carlier this
|ycar aficr a’series of indecent
fassaults on young girls in the
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questioned by ‘the police he
confessed privately 1o his wife,
Rhona, -aged 38, -and also
revealed he had spied.

He gave himself. up to the
police the mext day for the
assaults but said nothing of the
cspionage. Yesterday Mrs Prime
told the court she spent three
wecks wondering. what  she
should do about her husband’s
betrayal of secrets.

She had discovered equip-
ment, part of what Sir Michael
described as the “indispensible
tools of the modern spy”. After
talking to a doctor, her parents
and a solicitor Mrs Prime went
1o the police. She told the court:
“1 did not have 1o do anything
but morally I had to go to the
authorities, As .a, Christian [
could not have that on my
conscience or my husband’s. I
believe 1 have done him a
favour.” . .

Mrs Prime gave the police the
first inkling of the fact that they
were unwittingly holding the
- most serious Russian agent for

two decades or more, . i

“In. time Prime, who told the
court through counsel that he.
bore his wife no malice for her
actions, admitted his life as a
spy in a 30-page ‘statement.

He said: “1 believe that I first
embarked on those activities
partly as a result of a misplaced
idealistic  view  of,  Soviet
socialism  which Wwas com-
pounded by basic psychological
problems within myself.”

+ He offered himself to the
.«Russians while working for the |
RAF in West Berlin. Trained as |

\ a spy in East Berlin, he returned

to Britain with a kit including
methods of secret communi-
cation, cash and passwords.
Discharged from the RAF,

Prime joincd what Sir Michael |
would only refer to as “Govern-
ment Service™. In the time that
Prime served in the' RAF, and

then in the “Government
Service™ in  London and
Cheltenham, the material he

handled rose to “matters of the
very highest secrecy”.

Wife spoke in
his defence

Paid usually no more than a
few hundred pounds at a time,
his total payment from the
Russians was far less than
£10,000, Prime was, nonethless,
highly estcemed. Sir Michael
said they offered him retirement
in the Soviet Union' with a
pension and the rank of colonel.

Twice Prime, himself, con-
sidered going to the  Soviet
Union. and booked flights to
Helsinki. The Times has been
told that on one occasion he
changed his mind only. as he
was . driving to Heathrow .air-
port. . '

The story of Prime’s treach-
ery was spelt out before a court

" packed with almost fifty
journalists, policemen and sec-
urity officials. Prime moppéd
his eyes as his wifc spoke in his

CIA-RDP96B01172R000300030009-7
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Prime jailed for leaking
secrets to Russians

‘Contmued from page one

! defence, but * otherwise . sat
- almost motionless dunng the
two-hour hearing.

As the case got under 'way a
5,000 word copy of., Sir
Michael's opening speech was
issued 1o journalists, who

included many representatives

of American newspapers and
television,

A gaunt figure in-the dock,
Prime told the judge he had
nothing to say before sentence
was passed. But he was clearly
stunned as he was taken down
to face the start of a total of 38
years in prison, including three
years for the sex offences, -

While awaiting trial, 'Prime
applied for an Open Umvcrsny
place.

As the court emptxed Mrs

Prime, who has three sons from -

a former marriage, collapsed.
Tears running down her face
she wept on the shoulder of a
police woman as she, was helped
out.

Her husband recexved one of

onage since the last war. In 1963!
George Blake, an MI6 officer,

was given 42 years for betraying
. details of his service to the

Russians.
Yesterday the judge made it

‘clear the sentence would have

been higher but for the fact that
Prime pleaded guilty, provided
a statement of his guilt and was
prepared to cooperate with the

_authorities.

Prime’s official grading was
that of ‘analyst- of decrypted
intercepts, in Cheltenham’s
Russian scction, ‘which is the
largest at the centre’s Oakley
site where the massive com-
puteris also based.

+ He was thus able to feed back
to them lhe particular areas of
activity i ‘which the keenest
interest was being shown.

He was able to tell them how
much ‘of their radio traffic we
could ' “break” and, mor.
imporiantly, how fast. This
certainly helped to divert the
main thrust of the centre’s
cloctronic  surveillance  work. |

lhe highest sentences for espi--
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Chelienham a
S secrets

THE SORDID story unfolded at the Old Bailey last week
raises disturbing questions about the whole of British
security. Geoffrey Prime may or may noat be the last source
of secrets leaks from Cheltenham Communications Head-
quarters. In the nature of the game, nobody, including the
Attorney-General, Margaret Thatcher, even Prime himself,
can possibly know. What we do know is-that Prime was able
to weave in and out of the supposed security checks with an
ease that has left not only Americans agbast.
: Even before last week there was enough evzdence of
1 personal misdemeanour by GCHQ employees-—at Chelten-
ham, in Hong XKong, and at other out-stations at home and
\ abroad--to demand an inquiry into the whole organisation,
‘ Nor-should the inquiry stop at security in the narrowest
sense. Rightly or wrongly, most people will conclude that
there is something gravely wrong with any Intelligence body
that can recruit and harbour a man like Prime who was so
manifestly sick, to say nothing of the alcoholic section heads,
property f:ddlers and depressives whose doings have come to
light in the Press in the past three years.

Clearly, these are only a fraction of the 20,600 loyal and
highly qualified pecple who serve Signals Intelligence at
Cheltenham and elsewhere. But it can fairly be asked whether
the in-grown world of * Sigint * is not in need of a dray; gat of
clear air.

i
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by PATRICK BISHOP, ANDREW WILSON and IAN MATHER

SENIOR- American - de-
fence strategists believe
that years of work asses-
sing Warsaw Pact military
and defence postures may
have been wrecked by the
treachery’ of .the jailed
spy, Geoffrey Prime.

"A highly placed Pentagon
source told THE OBSERVER
that the most serious conse-
quence of Prime’s activities
was probably a flow of care-
fully planted ¢ disinforma-
tion ? contained in signals that
the Russians knew would be
intercepted and decoded.

A huge American intelli-
gence operation is under way
to -reassess all information
obtained Jby:signals intercep-
rion -dufing the years
Prime spied for the Soviet
Union. . :

For several.weeks experts
from the National Security
‘Agency have been  at the
Government Communications
Headquarters (GCHQ), in
Cheltenham _ where Prime
worked as a Russian linguist,
trying. to establish  what
reached Moscow and what
did not. .

Prime’s job. placed him in
a position to inflict serious
damage on Western security-
. As a section head he had full
access to details of intelli-
‘gence ‘targets, decoding

‘berger, and

techniques, frequencies moni-
tored, and above all the inter-
ception of specific _signals
which would enable the Rus-
sians to lake evasive action
and plant false intelligence.

He was also able to obtain
information about the use of
American ° Rhyolite’ satel-
lites for intercepting. long:
distance microwave telephone
calls, as well as monitoring
signals from missiles’ during
est firings.

Until Prime has been thor-
oughly interrogated no one
outside the Soviet milirary
and intelligence leadership
can know for certain to what
use Prime’s information was

put. .
_ Initial reports from Wash-
ington based on °security

sources” claiming Prime had
revealed the Jocation of
NATO nuclear warheads and
details of agent networks

have been dismissed by both:

the United tates Defence
Secretary, Mr Caspar Wein:
the . Attorney
General at the trial.

The denials are based on
the assumption that Prime’s
job would not have allowed
him access to that informa-
tion and that the supposedly
< watertight ’ cell system oper-
ated at Cheltenham_would
have made it impossible for
him to obtain it.

Inquiries by THE UBSERVEF
suggest that the cell syster

. _introduced in the 1950s a’

the Americans’ behest— wa
as creaky as other aspects ol
Cheltenham security, and tha
the f{rec-and-casy attitude ¢
exchanging information 1n
side GCHOQ would have mad¢
it a relatively simple matte!
for Prime to obtain details of
NATO orders of battle and
other highly sensitive in-
formation. -

Mr Jock Kane, a:radic

supervisor who left GCHC.

after 32 years’ service in
1978. after a long and unsuc-
cessful campaign to alert his
employers, Special Branch
and politicians to security
failures said : < The cell sys

_tem simply doesn’t work.

1 knew a radar technician
who was often called on to do
covert jobs around the coun
rry. It was secret work and
his section boss wasn't mearn:
to know where he was.

“One day he got annoyed
because the man was absent
AUSE, ¢
again, 4nd he needed him
He went to the principa!
statien radio officer and told
him he wanted to get hald of
him. The radio officer rang
Cheltenham and was imme

diatelv told where he was.

Mr Kane, whose allegations
about yawning security
hreaches at GCHQ's Hong
Kong station were substan.

et

2

GEOFFREY PRIME:
Disinformation

tiated by exhaustive media
inquiries two vears ago, also
said that Prime could have
sbtained information outside
the scope of his immediate
work without arousing sus
nicion.

< He would have had access
to practically anything, he
<aid. < He would be able to
sk for any references to
relp him in his work — docu
mentary stuff, etc, without
arousing any notice what-
ever.’ That could include.
claimed Mr Kane, details of
NATO battie plans.

Mr Kane, who has written
an unpublished account of
his campaign to tighten

Approved For Release 2007/12/14 : CIA-RDP96B01172R000300030009-7

security, ‘One Against the
System, said he believed
other agents had been operat-
ing inside GCHQ. .

¢GCHQ supplies 85 per cent
of the foreign intelligence
received by the Cabinet” he.
said. ‘It is unlikely that the
KGB would have allowed
Prime to stay out of touch
with them for two years unl-
less they had alternative
sources of information. Prime
was nhviously useful but not
essential.”

One important side-effect
of the Prime affair has been
the damage it has done to.
relations hetween British and
US intelligence.

A Washington source said
that US intelligence were
angry at their British coun-.
terparts for not owning up-
earlier to the security breach,
and in particular for not
handing over the interroga-
tion reports on Prime that
would have given an initial
jdea. of the seriousness of his
treachery.

® Shadow Home Secretary
Mr Roy Hattersley said
.vesterday that Labour woulds
continue to press for a House
of Commons inquiry into
Britain’s security services.
Speaking at & Birmingham-
weeting, he said there was a
widespread belief on both
sides of the House ‘ that other
scandals, as yet uncovered,
will reveal further failures
in the system. .~
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Cheltenham "

closes

IT looks an upwarrantable
affront tg the muted
elegance of Cheltenham.
And S0 it i . though- not
nearly so much of an
affront -as the conduct of
the man who worked there.

GCHQ, the Goverament's
massive electronic esplonage
centre, is housed in two com-
plexes on either gide of the
town, at Benhall and Qakley,
on Sites  resembling a
couple of technical colleges
that have owgrown their
accomModation, ‘The two
main blocks, buflt in fthe
idiom of “maodernist layer-
cake,” are surrounded
sprawls of what look like
hutted classroomsg,

Architecturally, GCHQ is
an insensitive  breach of
good manners. But it is an
offence that has paled into
insignificance  peside  the
enormity of engaging and
promoting  Geoffrey Prime,
the man who has brought
shame on a town that has
always been g byword for
well-bred respectability.

Most of the places men-
tioned at hig trial—-Berlin,
Potsdam, Vienna — have an
exotic flavour appropriate
to the melodramatic if not

faintly absurd “ John le
Carré-on”  of  passwords,
dead letter boxes, secret

briefcases and other para-
phernalia of modern espion-
age. But not Cheltenham.

Cheltenham i3 g once-
fashionable spa, which
acquired its handsome ter-
races  and  promenades in
Georgian and Regency times,
and its tradition as the home
of retired colgnels from the
days when 19th<century ser-
vants of empire sought out
its agreeable climate. It is a
town now noted in the guide

books for its handsome archi--

tecture, its annual Festival of
Music_and Literature, its art
gallerics and antique shops.

In the past few decades

indystry and business have-

‘moved in, as well as GCHQ,
but- the place retains its
aura of gracious living. The
10,000 or so employees of
‘GCHQ, in particular, with
their own exclusive social
club, sports teams and
Government-owned quarters,

have hitherto m: Approved For Release 2007/12/14 : CIA-RDP96B01172R000300030009-7

» Elderly military gentlemen

ranks

By R, H. GREENFIELD

Y)?
W S
impact upon the even tenor
of Cheltenbam life. '

e -

still wish a colirteous goqd
morning to. passing strangers.”
A vintage Sumbeam stands
gleaming in the dmvewa(i/*oﬁ.-
a villa in Queen’s Road. A
tiger’s head, boar’s tusks and |
a cluster of cavalry sabres
decorate the bar of the prin-,
apal hotel. .

It was ianto this placid mill-
gond of supremely Epghsﬂ; v
respaciability that one resl:s.
dent — Geoflrey Prime, child -
molester and  traitor
drepaed his sordid bombshell. &

Towaspeople are reluctant

B

—

5y to speak of it. “ Disgracefull®?

That's all § would say. Dis- °
graceful! " commented a tall"
man with a distinclively mili-"
¢ary bearing. And his wife? %
“It's oW very distasteful, nnd'”
T don’t wichi to discusy the
matter,” -

Others ere  mora” philor ™
sophical, = GOHQ s now an,
established par of the place,
and makes a welcome contri-™
bution to our trade and,
employment,” gaid Mr Brian,
Wynn, the Toewa Clerk.
“There is @ certain ecnse
of loyalty t¢ GCHQ in Chel-¥
tenham, a certain rallying -
round, To criticise it publidy
now would be like siring a "
scandal in the family.” o

Undoubtedly thcre are''
many local recidents who aré"",
glad of the security GCHQ"'
offers as national dols queues |,

- lengthen. Evea at Chelien-''!

ham Ladles’ Calleze it has itg '
impact; the scheol has deveds
oped a streng Russians
language department, many.,
of whose pupils can expect to)
g0 on to a modestly-paid bug? !
safe career beltind thosd .
anonymous chaindink fernces.

But for all ‘the tactful
closing of ranks in this tight
knit - community, .what =
Geoffrey Rrime did is bovng";f,'
to have a permanent impact *
on the town, Thers wili &
he other headlines on thes"
front pages of national news"":
papers, but Geoffrey Prime
iimself will not be going -
away. Behind the high-secur-""
ity walls, floodlights and dog:.*
patrols of Long Larton, about °
20 miles off, he looks set toi:a
become ‘a settled but far lessi:!
welcome neighbour "of thesi’
town than  Prin¢e ' Charles

.
8
o
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by Ed Blanche

LONDON
THE unmasking of Soviet
spy Geoffrey Prime, jailed
Wednesday for 35 years,
further undermined confi-
dence in Britain’s security
services, penetrated by one
Soviet spy after another for
three decades.

Prime, 44, a former transla-
tor at the top secret electronic
cavesdropping complex in
Cheltenham, is the latest in a
long line of British traitors
who have betrayed their coun-
try and fellow agents, and in-
flicted serious damage on
Western security.

Their names include Guy

Burgess, Donald Maclean,
Kim Philby and Anthony
Blunt.

Despite the exposure of 16
Soviet spies or espionage rings
in Britain since 1946, US
intelligence has long suspected
that other British “moles”
were still compromising West-
ern interests.

US authorities are angry
that London has not yet pro-
vided a full assessment of the
damage dc Anmra )

ST i Ya e

11,
>

fgj},?’%/

2 ,‘/

i,
i
s
// g

It i i
i
frifie L ik

Prime... 14

X years
passing secrets.

curity in the House of Com-
mons.

Lawmakers are demanding
greater parliamentary
scrutiny of Britain’s intelli-

Clam MAnn Ml mdnbian

nalist who specialises in cover-

.ing the spy world, has claimed
the Soviets still have as many
as 25 agents in Britain’s secret
services.

emerged,
Prime’s work at the govern-
ment communications head-
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T AR STEGTI  +ha faat_angd only people tO

0300030009-7 iy used a nuclear

submarine to sink another
ship intentionally. Argentina’s
one and only cruiser was torpe-
doed and sunk by a British
nuclear submarine.

The Argentine cruiser was

not the first ship to be sunk by

a nuclear submarine. An
American nuclear submarine
sank a Japanese trawler acci-
dentally when they collided

“¢%.  while the submarine was just

L4

Just how sericus the damage

Prime’s betrayal caused is not
yet known and may never be.

But Judge Lord Lane de-

clared as he sentenced Prime:
“By your treachery, you have
done incalculable harm to the
interests and security of this
country, and the interests and
security of our friends in the
(NATO) alliance.”

Attorney General Sir Mich-

ael Havers, prosecuting, said
Prime had done “excepticnally
grave damage.”

have
of

The details that

particularly

quarters in Cheltenham north-
west of London, indicate that
his treachery could rank with
the major security disasters of
the 1950s and 1960s.
Opposition Labour Party
legislator Donald Anderson, a
former senior Foreign Office
official, charged that Havers’
admission “shows the affair is
probably in the same league as
Philby, Burgess and Maclean.”
Rureess and Maclean were

below the surface and appar-
ently did not notice the
trawler, which was on the sur-

, face as trawlers have a habit of
. being. ..

R TR A L R S A

Uncle Ayu hopes such nu-
clear submariners are better
at detecting such other traffic
inconveniences as mines,
which are much smaller than
trawlers.

Kk

BYE bye for now, whether
thou be sheep or cow — or
even human.,

—Ayumongol
Sonakul!

ber 24 as saying Prime’s be-
trayal was potentially the
most damaging Soviet pene-
tration of Western security
since World War IL.

The sprawling Cheitenham
facility is the nerve centre of
Britain’s electronic
intelligence-gathering appara-
tus. It is linked to a worldwide
network of Western spy bases,
ships, planes and satellites
and shares information with
the US National Secuvity Ag-
ency, and with Australia and
Canada.

Its banks of computers inter-
cept Soviet bloc radio, telex
and telephone traffic and deci-
pher coded messages.

INTERCEFTS

Official sources said Prime’s
work as a senior translator
handling secret intercepts
made him invaluable to the
Soviets. He could tell them
which of their communications
were being monitored and,

¢ Approved For Release 2007/12/14 : CIA-RDP96B01172R000300030009-7 portantly, which codes
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by Ed Blanche

LONDON
THE unmasking of Soviet
spy Geoffrey Prime, jailed
Wednesday for 35 years,
further undermined confi-
dence in Britain’s security
services, penetrated by one
Soviet spy after another for
three decades.

Prime, 44, a former transla-
tor at the top secret electronic
eavesdropping complex in
Cheltenham, is the latest in a
long line of British traitors
who have betrayed their coun-
try and fellow agents, and in-
flicted serious damage on
Western security.

Their names include Guy

Burgess, Donald Maclean,
Kim Phuby and Anthony
Blunt.

Despite the exposure of 16
Soviet spies or espionage rings
in Britain since 1946, US
intelligence has long suspected
that other Brmsh “moles”
were still compromlsmg West-
ern interests.

US authorities are angry
that London has not yet pro-
vided a full assessment of the

damage do Approved For Release 2007/12/14 CIA RDP96BE)"1H172R000300030009
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14 years of

Prime...
passing secrets.

curity in the House of Com-
mons.

Lawmakers are demandmg
greater parliamentary
scrutmy of Bntams m*elh-
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ship intentionally. Argentina’s

/7 one and only cruiser was torp?2-

doed and sunk by a British
nuclear submarine.

The Argentine cruiser was
not the first ship to be sunk by
a - nuclear submarine. An
American nuclear submarine

% sank a Japanese trawler acci-

dentally when they collided
while the submarine was just

7" below the surface and appar-

nalist who specializes in cover-
ing the spy world, has claimed
the Soviets still have as many
as 25 agents in Britain’s secret
services.

Just how serious the damage
Prime’s betrayal caused is not
yet known and may never be.

But Judge Lord Lane de-
clared as he sentenced Prime:
“By your treachery, you have
done incalculable harm to the
interests and security of this
country, and the interests and
security of our friends in the
(NATO) alliance.”

Attorney General Sir Mich-
ael Havers, prosecutmg, said
Prime had done ‘exceptionally
grave damage.”

The details that have
emerged, particularly  of
Prime's work at the govern-
ment communications head-
quarters in Cheltenham north-
west of London, indicate that
his treachery could rank with
the major security disasters of
the 1950s and 1960s.

Opposition Labour Party
legislator Donald Anderson, a
former senior Foreign Office
official, charged that Havers’
admission “shows the affair is
probably in the same league as
Philby, Burgess and Maclean.”

Maonlaan were

ently did ‘not notice the
trawler, which was on the sur-
face as Lrawlms have a habit of
being... ouee et

Uncle Ayu hopes such nu-

artey vy dos

clear submariners are betier

at detecting such other traffic
inconveniences as mines,
which are much smaller than
trawlers.
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BYE bye for now, whether

thou ke sheep or cow -— or
even human.
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ber 24 as saying Prime’s be-
trayal was potentially the
most damaging Soviet pene-
tration of Western security
since World War 1L

The sprawling Cheltenham
facility is the nerve centre of
Britain’s electronic
intelligence- -gathering appara-
tus. It is linked to a worldwide
network of Western spy bases,
ships, planes and satellites
and shares information with
the US National Security Ag-
ency, and with Australia and
Canada.

Its banks of computers inter-
cept Soviet bloc radio, telex
and telephone traffic and deci-
pher coded messages.

INTERCEPTS

Official sources said Prime’s
work as a senior translator
handling secret intercepts
made him invaluable to the
Soviets. He could tell them

which of their communications
wers heing monitored and,
7 portantly, which codes
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out of the rubblg. '
“It was a sight 4
not describe. It vy,
thing your eyeg ¢ .
believe,” one of ¢
told an Associamed
resorter in Sidon, 4
(25 miles) north of
All three men, y
dark green civi]
uniforms, refuseg ()
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purty experience.
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thoughhe hasa civilian background.

Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachov:
Born 2.3.1931. He is by far the young-

est member of the politbu
servers believe he is unlike

the number one party post this time,
though he might be a candidate in

future.

An agricultural specialist, he is one

of the powerful central

appeals, the protests on
Wednesday were less
widespread than those in
August.

Although there were
scattered reports of stop-
pages, most people ap-
peared to have worked -
normally. Management,
military commissars and
Communist Party activ-
ists had made clear that
trouble-makers could be
sacked, fined or jailed.

The underground has
also called for demonstra-
tions on December 13 to
mark the first year of
martial law. But after
Wednesday’s  response
they are sure to ponder
whether such a call has
any point.

Church services were
held ‘yesterday to mark
pre-communist Independ-
ence Day — the date in
1918 when Poland became
an independent state af-
ter more than a century
of foreign domination.

Underground leaders
‘called for the anniversary
to be “properly cele-
brated,” but did not give

~—Reuter

UN official to
probe refugee
suicides

NAIROBI, Kenya
A TOP United Nations
official flew to the
Uganda-Rwanda border
on Wednesday te investi-
gate the' suicide of 35
elderly refugees and the
plight of 8,000 others
stranded without food or
water because of a reset-
tlement foul-up.
_ The official was identi-
fied as Tom Unwin,
director-general of the
United Nations High
Commission for Refugees
in the Ugandan capital of
Kampala.

The 35, who committed
suicide last week, were
part of 8,000 refugees
trapped at the border {5]-
lowing & resettlement
programme by the Ugan-
dan Government. They
are unable to cross into
Rwanda because both
countries, .agreed to seal

the border. +— !
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secretaries. He was elevated to the

P 1o, also

Id War his
ly rooted in
industries,

. Ukraine.

ro. Most ob- .

ly to move to Grigory

committee

i produced Nikita Khrush
3rezhnev, a fact that leads
some observers to advance Shcher
bitsky as a possible candidate.
Personally very ciose
whom he met 40 years

Arvid Yanovich Pelshe:
7.2.1899. A Latvian, said to have
known Vladimir Lenin. He is the
veteran of the Soviet hierarchy. His age
excludes him from the top parfy post.

te Brezhnev,
age in the

Born

Vasilyevich Romancv:

Born 7.2.1923. Head of the Leningrad
Party, his relative youth made him
seem a likely future candidate for the
top when he waé brought inte the
politburo in 1976, but he is not now
regarded as a proba

ble. — Reuter
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atcher in

security row
over Prime

LONDON
POLITICIANS are de-
manding a shake-up of
Britain’s discredited
counter-intelligence net-
work following the jailing
of a 44-year-old Soviet
superspy who was un-
masked because he liked
to molest young girls.

The two-hour trial of
Geoffrey  Prime, who
spent 14 years passing
sensitive British secretg
to his Kremlin paymas-
ters, was barely over on
Wednesday when the
pent-up political storm
broke around Prime
Minister Margaret
Thatcher.

As Prime began a 38-
year jail sentence for
espionage and sexually
molesting schoolgirls,
Members of Pariiament
were clamouring for a
purge of  Britain's
counter-spy defences
which they said had been
exposed yet again as
hopelazsly ineffective
against Soviet penctra.
tion.

Thatcher, who is per-
scnally responsible for se-
curity matters, was to
make a stalement to Par-
liament yesterday. Gov-

.£rnment sources sajd she

t +
was expected Lo announgce
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Mrs Thatchar

a top level inveatigeiion
by the Security Commic-
sion, which would advige
whether ony changes in
security  procedure  are
now needed.

The Daily Teicgrzph
reported Thatcher is ox-
pected L say the! nobody
elsa was invelved with
Prime. Put the Sur said
senior US officials belicve
Prime hnews the iden'i-
ties of thrre mere British
spies still feeding she
Soviets with Yester) co.
crets.

Prime. 44, o Languue
expert who frousiated
intercepted signale oy
the Governmeri, pansscd
pracious secrets ahoui
electronic eavesdropping
and codebrezking to the

Soviet Unijon through
East Berlin,’ Vienna,
Polgdamy, Earl Gevwang
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] AJOR CHANGES ' are

being made to..the
positive \wetting department
at Cheltenham Government
Communications Head-
quarters, the nerve centre of
British intelligence where
Geoffrey Prime spied for the
Russians over a number of
years.

Steps  have already ~been
taken to increase the number
of vetting staff through adver-
tisements, -

At the same .time, British in-
telligence chiefs do not believe
Prime’s claim that it was Sovict
idcology which turned him into
a spyv. They believe that the
KGB not only had some kind of
hold on him, but Prime, after
being “rested,” was actually
going to return to Cheltenham
or to some other highly sensi-
tive post and ‘carry on feeding
the Russians classified informa-
lion,

Prime, 44, of Pittville Cres-
cent Lanc, Cheltenham, was
jailed for 35 years for spying
and three years for sex offences
at the Old Bailey last Wednes-
day. It wos spid he had caused
“incalculable harm " to Britain
and her allics.

The increase  in  positive
vetting staff follows the dis-
covery several months ago, and
confirmed by Mrs Thalcher in
the Comnions last Thursday,
that Prime was able to go
as a spv for 14
years even though he had been
positively veitted on four occas-
sions, three of them while he
was working as a linguist at
Cheltenham.
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By CHRISTOPHER HOUSE, Crime Correspondent

“Whitchall officials said t‘hat.

‘the increase in vetting staff, in
particular, was crucial to the
future of Britain’s intelligence
network. - :

Tt would intensify the posi-
tive vefting of staff at Chelten-
ham, including possible random
surveillance, and would make
it casier and more cflicient to
vet again staff working at the
headquarters at the moment. It
would also mean all former
emplayees ‘could be checked
out,

On - October 29, in the
magdazine Police Review, a
situations vacant advertisement
appeared under the hcading:
“Government  Communcations
Headaquarters. Investigating
Officers  (Security) to be con.
cerned with inquiries into the
reliability of employees and
prospective employees of GCHO.
Duties include conducting con-
fidential interviews and writing
reports. .

* Considerable travel involved,
Current vacancies are in Chel-
tenham. Salary starts at £7,820
and rises to £9.785 with promo-
tion prospects.”

Cheltenham has its own posi-
tive vetting department and the
last time it advertised for vet.
ting staff, as far as can be.
checked, was more than two
years ago. On that occasion
applicants had to face a five-man
hoard, including one from
GCHQ, in an office in Northum-
beriand Avenue, near Trafalgar
Square, o

The {)ositive -vetting of staff
at Cheltenham - involves inter-
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Headquarters
Investigating

involved,

| Government Communications . .

(Security) - -
... to bs concerncd with enguiries into the réllablllty of Mploﬁn ,

and progpectiva employesa of GCHQ. Duties Include conducting -«
confidential intersiews and writing reperts. Consideradia UK traval -

Current vacancies arg In Cheltenham,

\

Officers

va eorved recanily In the
PRI okl B ubiaiigcme

Advertisement in the Police Review of-'(Dé'tdber'29;

viewing potential employees’
wives or thusbands, parents,
brothers and sisters, other rela-
tives, former employers and
friends no matter where - they
are.

Discreet checks are also said
to be made on bank accounts
and credit agencies, the idea
being that there should not be
one single thing which would
make a person vulnerable to a
foreign intelligence service.

The British intelligence
chiefs believe the RGB had on
Prime was possibly to do with
his sexual ' inadequacies and
perversions  which, he was
already experiencing = while
serving in the RAF in' West
Berlin. ’ ) ) '

“Time for us

to shout’

By RICHARD BEESTON
in Washington

x BRITAIN’S, latest spy scan-
‘ dal is prompting two
separate reactions in the
United States, one from with-
in the intelligence community
and one from Congress.
First, the Central Intelligence
Agency and  the National
Security Agency will now start
putting the pressure on British
intelligence services to accept
American standards-in vetting
procedures. This is the result

of what is considered  here to
be a flagrant case of incompet.
ence on the part of British
security in faling to detect,
long ago, the activities of‘
Geoffrey Arthur Prirhe. I
Anmicricans  Delieve that o
man of Prime's psychological
instability would never have
passed the type of lie detector
test which security administers
to people involved in top secret
intelligence wor'k. .
To accept- American vetting
procedures for people like
Prime who share America’s
secrets, intelligence sources
here believe, is not' an -un.
reasonable demand, “This - is
the time for us to shout ”,'said
one intelligence expert,” while
Britain is deeply embarrassed

"by the Prime case.”

The other reaction to " the
leakage through , Britain | of
American secrets ‘comes from
the Congressional .-intelligence
oversight committees in Wash.
ington. These committees have
long demanded to ‘oversee and
approve specia. arrangements
and treaties for intelligence
sharing with fo-eign .agencies.

Despite  British_ security
breaches, however, Britain and
America need reach- other- and
-share ‘all secrets obtained from
eléctronic eavesiropping on the
.Soviet bloc and China. =~ . ',




