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Realm of the dragons: Green tone
shows the giant lizards' tiny kingdom,

Their agility belying IM%QMGQEFO -

and alligators, they never slither across dryland bu
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Gleam of gold on the hide of a newly
hatched Komodo dims with maturity.
“The 21'%-inch baby weighed next
to nothing,” said the author. It coiled
inside a shell the size of a goose egg.
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folds of skin on their flanks will stretch smooth after a full meal, When angered, the re
out their necks. Speckles of bonv calcium make
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. ACHROME (C) NIA‘A;!GP;AL GEA’!GRAPH‘C SOC‘V i
876). About a thousand of the lzards-—largest in the world—survive of four tropical
islands: fomodo, Rintja, Padar, and the southwestern corner of Flofes. Hoping to
save Varanus komodoensis from extinctign, the Indonesian Governthent has pro-
claimed part of Rintja o dragos sanctuarys and has restricted export of the giants.
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