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BARCELONA, SPAIN

Barcelona is a Port built on a
wide plain between the Besos River to the North and the
~ Llobregat River to the South. Barcelona stretches West from the
sea to the hill of Tibidabo, (from which is an excellent view
of the city). The plain is dotted with hills, among them the
Taber, site of the cathedral and Montjuich, crowned by a fort
that is now a military museum.

Barcelona is divided into
three well defined sections. The first is the old medieval
area of winding streets and ancient buildings centered around
the gothlic cathedral. It includes the sailors' quarters,
called Barceloneta, made up of narrow, dark streets, inhabited
by seamen and artisians. The Ramblas, one of the most famous
avenues in Europe, borders the Southwest side of the old
quarter. Once a stream bed, it is now a wide boulevard filled
with open air cafes, stalls selling birds and flowers and shops
of every description.

The second section consists of
19th and 20th century extentions of the city- wide parallel
avenues leading to the foothills. It is a fashionable
residential district and contains the 100 year old university
and the more modern university city restaurants and night
clubs. Luxury shopping areas can be found here.

The third section consists of
old villages scattered over the plain, now absorbed in the city.
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