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Sea of sugarcane swirls around a batey (left), 3
the barrackslike village of harvesters and their

familics. The Republic must admit some 12,000

Haitians annually for the harvest, largely because

its own citizens consider cane cutting underpaid

and demeaning. For a backbreaking day's work,

this Haitian cutter (below) may earn $4.50.
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- The Western Hemisphare's oldest city

APITAL OF ADVENTURE, Santo Do-

mingo sprawls beside the meandering
Ozama River, where Columbus’s brother,
Bartolomé, founded the city in 1496 as seat
of Spain’s first New World colony. Pirates
and swashbucklers coveted Santo Domingo
for its gold. The English buccaneer Sir
Francis Drake seized the city in 1586. His
price for leaving: 25,000 gold ducats.

In the old colonial city stand scores of
restored structures, including the Ozama

Fortress (above, at lower right) add the Ca-
thedral of Santa Maria la Menor (left). Here
and not in Spain, say Dominicans, lie the
remains of Christopher Columbus, beneath
an ornate marble monument. A Santo Do-
mingo dancer (left, upper) recalls the city’s
Spanish ferebears—rootstock of the nation’s
influential white minority.

Dizzying growth of Santo Domingo—it
has quintupled in population since 1950—-
reflects a massive influx of rural poor.

Approved For Release 2000/08/07 : CIA-RDP96-00788R001400700001-0




CPYRGHT

Approved For Release 2000/08/07 : CIA-RDP96-00788R001400700001-0




Approved For Release 2000/08/07 : CIA-RDP96-00788R001400700001-0

CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

. leabela 4

Puerto
, Viejo
Barahona

¥
araiso

Caribbean Sea

Isfand & ‘

068°59°30 "W

Atlantic Ocean

’f?:ﬂt!antic )

= Doman

e RAm
A \ ;
3
cﬁ}‘k' ( /HEgT
- Hispaniola™ ;

fd

Catibbean Sea

R ¥

‘ElLQi! §7.F‘5 . ’
i

o

prngih)’ SOUTHAMERICA ¢

8 g
t BYATYTE &ILES

0 KILONETERS 0
s

7 )
G STATUTE MILES s

FORESTE® CROPLAND AND PASTURE {8
SCRUB FORESTER

meters (biack}

feet (red)

DRAWN BY UEWEY G, HICKS, IR,
CCMPILED BY GUS PLADIS
NATIONAL GEQGRAPHIC ART DIVISION

Elevations in

né Peninsula

Sao:%

Island

The Dongnican Republic

TEPPIN[} ONTO THE STAGE of history with

Columbfif’s landing in 1492, the island of His-
paniola bedgdme a strategic, fought-over stepping-
stone to Neyd World riches. The Dominican Repub-
lic was rulgdl first by Spain, then by France, and
finally by Hiti, which was ousted in 1844 after a
struggle lef§ by national
hero Juan |Pablo Duarte.

AREA: 18,814 square miles.
POPULATION 5,000,000.
LANGUAGE{ Bpanish. RELI-
GION: Rdpan  Catholic.
ECONOMY: [Jugar, coffee, ferronickel, tourism, gold,
cacao, tobacdd, bauxite. MAJOR CITIES: Santo Domingo,
capital (pop] J,000,000), Santiage (pop. 200,000). CLI-
MATE: Trop{dal, moderated by trade winds and altitude.
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