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the tgmlng ‘of fhe statement was in-

~—terided to persuade other nafions not
to participate in the Summér Olym-

picsin Moscow

‘Department spokesman David Pas- *

rage sald ‘Ehe ev1dence was being dis-
- gussed w1th the Soviets in Geneva,
“where 3 réviéw cohference on’ the 5
‘yedr-old tréaty banning biological

warfare agents is under way
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ay ) have rar”

~cal evidence,
‘ smoke to make us. curxous about
,whether there is a !

3 t%ne ‘evidence the ™ department |
has. He would not identify the biologi-
cal agent supposedly involved or say
whether the department was certain
that deaths occurred.

Other officials, speaking privately,
pointed out that Sverdlovsk is a city
closed to Amerjcans. They said the
United States has no firsthand, clini-
“But_there is enough

’_one official

sa
‘ The &oviets "have “consistently de-
nied the reports of accidents mvolv ing
biological weapons.
One report was published on Feb.
13 in Bildzeitung of Hamburg. It said
that more than 1,000 people had died
after an explosion spewed deadly bac-
teria into the air. The West German
newspaper said that another incident
also occurred in 1979 near Novosi
birsk.
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