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6 October 1988
FEIS-5814-88

MEMORANDUM FOR:  Director, Foreign Broadcast Information Service
THROUGH : Chief, Operations Group

SURJECT ¢ Monthly Report, Swaziland Bureau, September 1988

I. OFERATIONS
(A Monitorial /Editorial

1. Angola, South Africa, Cuba and the United States met in
Brazzaville 7-9 and 26-30 September to discuss the withdrawal of Cuban
forces from Angola. The four sides announced that progress was being
made and that all parties remained committed to implementing UN
Resolution 435 on 1 November. However, no formal agreement has .
been reached. : STAT
During Bureau Chief’ recent stopover in Abidjan, STAT
the DCM asked to see him in order to convey their
v~ appreciation for Mbabane's coverage of the Brazzaville talks. The
embassy has passed FEIS items on the talks to Dr Crocker and tihe U.S.
delegation mediating the talks.

2. Fope John Faul 11 made an unschedul ed stop in Johamnesburg 14
September during a 10-{9 September tour of southern Africa. Bad weather
in Lesotho forced the pope’s plane to land in the RSA, a country he had
vowed to avoid until it rencunced apartheid. The pope did not follow his
usual practice of kissing the ground when he stepped onto the tarmac.
Foreign Minister Filk Botha rushed to Jan Smuts Intermnational Alrport to

greet the pontiff before the papal delegation procesded to Maseru Dy car.

3. Three praominent emargency detainees weare given "tenporary refuge"
status at the U.5. Consulate in Johannesburg 172 Ssptember. The "Fine
Three" were joined by a fourth escapad ema2rgency detaines 20
September. Although both the foreign minister and the law and o e
minister assured the detainees that they were free to leave the
consulate without fear of arrest, a U.S5. spokesman stated that thev
expect the detainees will be there a “laong time".

-
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elections. The campaign includes the detention or restriction of civil
rights and trade union activists and suwrprise “cordon and search"
Operations on selected City streets, Traffic police and transportation
officials have been given wider security authority, and the government
has begun restricting peoplie simply by Publishing riames jn the Govermment
Gazette. Twenty-nine explaosions were reported in urban areas throughout
the country in September.

E. Cruising/Coverage

1. Dakar F&NA in English/French is currently monitorable at Mbabane
cafter 1600 GMT. However , daytime reception remains unmanitorable,

IT. ADMINISTRATION

Fersaonnel STAT

o Ay P embassy group which
attended the annual Reed Dance 2 September. Foreigners permitted to

watch the event were cautioned to dress modestly, to take Pictures only
1¥ they had abtained camera parmits, and to not open umbrellas in the
-Presence of the king. Thousands of Swazi maldens, wearing short bead
skirts andg bright smiles, brought reeds to rebuild the Quesn Mocther g

kraal and then celebrated by dancing for the king, who traditiomally
chooses his wives from among the YoOunNg women participating in the dance.

STAT
2. Bureau Chief was on TDY 9-3@ September to attend
the Bureau Chiefs Conference in Wastington and the BRC-FEIS African
meeting in Caversham. '
STAT

3. Bureau En ineer and family arrived FLCS 24 September .
Y k

ITI. VISITORS

1. DEM Arma Jane Farasr paid her tirst visit to the Bureau 7
Saptember,

iland Bureau
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