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United Nations Headquarters
New York, New York

Septomber 25, 1989

Mr. Prasident, My, Secratary General, distinguished delegates of
the United Nations: I am honored to speak to you today as you
open the 44th Session of the General Assembly.

I would like te congratulate Joseph Garba of Nigeria == a

distinguished diplomat =~ on his election as fresident of this
sesaion of the General Assembly, and I wigh him succeas in his
Presidency.

I feel a great peraonal pleasure on this occasion, This is a
homeconing for me. The memories of my time hare in 1971 and 1972
are still with me today -- the human moments -- the humorous
moments -- that ars part of even the highest undertaking.

Lat me share one story =- from one of the many sessions of the
Security Council. I was ¢35 minutes late getting to the mesting

== and all 45 minutes were filled by the first speaker to take .
the floor. When I walked in and took my saat, the speaker pausad
and said with great courtedy: »I welcome the Permanent
Representative af the United States, and now we for his benefit

== 1 will start my speech again == from the beginning.® At that
moment, differences of alliance and ideology didn't matter, The
universal groan that went up artound the table == from aever

member present -- and the laughter that followad == unieodyul
all, ’ .

‘Today, I would like ta bugii by recognizing the currant permanent
reprasgntatives with whom I served, Roberto Martinez~Ordones.
Blaise Rabetafika. Parmanent Observer John Dube.

nd see 80 many familiar faces -~ -
;:;:1;:n::;§2te::.loq’ '::“gﬁ the Secretariat, delegftel;‘ntggisf
course My, Secretary General ~- you weze Pc:mnn:na s:z::t.:y Yo
O O S M e nsneny Aspebeentative Bach shen, <00
~= you v a Pegmaaen
E:f:h.n hzn:r ::.bo hzgz with you in this historic hall.

o was shtablished 44 years ago upon the ashes of
3:: ggt::: 2::::2 g:Q:t.héppl. And th‘.Unit?d Nattonoa::gegetor
great things, No, the UN ian't perfect., I¢'S not a gh. cea for
the world's problams, Hut it is & vital forum where the nacio
of the world seak to replace conflict with congensus a
nust remain & forum for peace.

- nOre -
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The UN is moving closer to that ideal. And it has the support of
the Unitad States of America. In recent years -~ certainly since

my time here -- the war of words that has often ochoed in this

Chambey ig giving way to a new mocd. We've sean a welcome shife

= from polemicas to peacekeaping,

UN Peacekeaping forces are on duty right now ~= and over the
years, more than 700 Peacekeepers have given their lives in

service to the United Nations. Today, I want to remember one of

these goldiers of Peace, An American <= on a misgion of peace
under the UN flag == on 4 mission for all the world, A man of
unquestioned bravery and unswarving dedication to the UN ideal;
Lt. Col. William Richard Higgins.

I call on the General Asaembly to condemn the murder of this
soldier of peace ~- and call on those respensible te return his

temaing to his family. and let us gl right new ~= right here =-

rededicate curselves and oyr nations to the cauge that Colonel
:Rigginse ‘gerved so gelflaeasly,

The founders of this historic institution believed that it wag
here that the nations of tha world might come to agree that law

o- not force -- ghall govern., And the United Nationa can play a

fundamental role in the central issue of our time, for today,
thera i9 an idea at work around the globe -« an idea of
undeniable force. That idea is: PFreedom,

Freedom's advance ig evident everywhere, In Central Europe: In

Hungary == whera state and aocieeg are now in the midst of a
movement towards political pluralism and a free hmarkat economy,
Where the barrier that once enforced an unnatural diviaion

betweaen Hungary and its neighbors to the West has been torn down
== replaced by a new hope for the future -- new hope in freedom.

We see freedom at work in Poland e« where, in deference to the
will of the people, the Communist Party has relinquished itg

monopoly on power. And in the Soviet Union ~- whare the world -

hears the voices of pecple no longer afraid to s8peak out, or to
assert the right to rule themselves,

But freedom's maren i8 not confined to a single continent ~- or
to the developed world alene, :

We sos the rige of freedom in Laein Anerica -- whaera, aone by one,

dictaeorahipg are giving way to democracy,
We sea it on the continent of Africa -~ whera more and mora
nations see in the System of f{ree enterprise, Salvation for
aconomies crippled by excessive state control.

East and West ~- North and South: on every continent, on every
AOriNon, we can see the CUELITEN OF & fav vorlS of freedan.

0f course, freedom's work Jemaing unfinished. The treand we sea

is not yet universal. 8¢ regimes still stand against the tide.

Some rulers still deny ti"+ right of the people to govern
themselveg, But now, theapower of prejudice and despotism ia
challenged, Never befdre gava these regimes stood se isolated
and alone ~- a0 oyt of’step with the steady advance of freedom.

Today, we ara witnessing an idaological cellapse -~ the demise of

the totalitarian idea of the omniscieat, all-powerfu] State.

- more -~
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There are many reasons for this collapse. But in the end, one
fact alone sxplaina what we see today: Advocates of the
totalitarian idea gay its triumph written in the lawg of history.
They failed to sae the love of fraedom written {n the human

Two hundred years @go today, the United States Congress proposed
the Bill of Rightg == fundamental freedoms belonging to every
individual, Rights no government can deny. Those same rights
have beean recognized in this congress of nations =« in the words
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, “a common standard
of achiavement for all pecples and all nhations."”

From where we stand -- on the threshold of thig new world of
freedom ~- the trend ig clear enough. If, for those who write
the history of our timas, the 20th century is rememberad as the
century of the State ~- the 21st must be an ara of emancipation
=~ the age of the Individual,

Make ne mistake: Nothing can stand in the way of freedom's
march. Thers will come a day when freedem is geen the world over
to be the universal birthright of every man and woman -~ of every
race and walk of life. Even under the worae of circumstances, at
the darkest of times, fraedom has always remained aliva == a
distant dream, perhaps, but always alive.

Today, that dream is no longer distant. Por the $irac time, for
millions around the world ~ & new world of freedom ism within
reach. Today ~~ ig freedom's moment.,

You see, the posaidility now exists for the craation of 4 true
community of nationa -- built on shared interests and ideals. A
true community -- a world whers frae governmants and free markets
meet the rising desire of the pecpla to control their own
destiny: to live in dignity, and to exereige freely thair
fundamental human rights,

It is time wa worked together to deliver that destiny into the
hands of men and women everywhare,

Our challenge is to strengthen the foundations of freedom --

_ encourage its advance, and face our meat urgent challenges., fThe

global challenges of the 21gt Century: economic health,
environnental wall-being, and the great questions of war ang
p..co L]

First, global economic¢ growth, Duxing this decade, a number of
developing nations hava moved into the ranks of the world's moat
advanced economias == all of them == each and every one

== powared by the engine of free anterprise,

In the decude ahead, others c:nzjeig their rgnxlﬁ But ~- for
many nationg == barriers stand if the way.. - n the case of some
count: h ' ngl unnesawd
tries, these are obatacles of their own maxi
g:::rietiéno and regulations that act as dead woithu on their
own egonomias and ocbstacles to foreigii trada,

ire
r barriers to growth exist, and those t0O requ
ERCEDN (o e ey ahielony soutar ettty
under a burden of debt that makes ¢ ity ¢ chiave a
£ the world deserve & better opportunity to a
;::i::: gf contrel ovar thair own economic fate, and build better

lives for their own people.
The approach the U.8. has put forward ~- the Brady Plan == will

e time
hel nations reduce that debt ~- and at the aam
o:cgn::;:.the free market reforms that will fuel growth.

- nore =
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In just two days I will be speaking to the International Monetary

- Fund and World Bank. I'll discuss thers in more detail steps our
hations can take in dealing with the debt problem. But I can say
now: The new world of freedom is not a world where a few nations
live in comfort, while others live in want.

The power of commerce is a force for progress. Open markets are
the kay to continued grewth in the developing world. Today, the
United States buys over ona~half of the manufactured exports that
all the developing nations combined sell to the industrialized
world. It's time for the other advanced economiaes to follow suit
== to create axpanded opportunities for tradas.

I believe we'll learn in the century ahead that many nations of
the world have barely begun to tap their true potential for
. development. The frea market and its fruits are not the special
. preserve of a few. They are a harvest aeveryona can shara.

Beyond the challenge.of global growth lies another issue of
global magnitude: the environment. No line drawn on a map ¢an
stop the advance of polliution, 'Thrests to cur environmant have
become an international problem., We must develop an’
international approach to urgent envirenmental issues ~~ sne that
seeks common golutions to0 common problems,

The United Nations is already at work. On the quastion of global
warming. In the effort to grovant oil spills and other disastars
from fouling our seas and the air we breathe.

And I will tell you now: The United States will do its pars,
We've committed ourselves to the world-wida phase-out of ail
chloroflourocarbong by the year 2000. We've proposed amending
our Clean Air Act to ensure clean air for our citiszens within a
single generation. We've banned the import of ivory to protect
the elephant and rhinocercs from the human predators who
extarminate them for profit,

And we have begun to0 explore ways to work with other nations ==
with the major industrialized democracies, in Poland and in
Hungary =- to make common cause for the sake of our environment.
The environment belongs to all of us. In our new world of
freedom, the world's citizens must enjoy this common trust for
generations to coma, '

Global economic growth -=- the stewardship of our planet -- both
are critical issues. But as always, questions of war and peace
must be paramount to the United Nations.

We nmust move forward to limit <~ and eliminate == weapons of mass
destruction. Five years ago, at the UN Conference on Disarmament
in Geneva, I presented a U.§. draft treaty outlawing chemical
weapons. 8ince then, progress has been made -- but time is
rannina aut. The threat ja arowine. More than 20 naticns now
posseas chemical weapons or the capability to produce tnem. auu
these horrible weapons are now finding their way into regional
conflicts. This is unacceptable. .

For the sake of mankind, we must halt and reverse this threat.
Today, I want to announce steps the U.8. is ready to take —--
steps to rid the world of thees truly terrible weapons -- towards
a4 treaty that will ban, eliminate, all chemical weapons from the
earth ten years from the day it ia signed,

- more -
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This initiative contains three major elaments:

rirst, in the firse eight years of a chemical weapons treaty, the
U.S. is ready to destroy nearly all == 98§ == of our Chemical

weapons ==~ gtockpile «~ provided the Soviet Union joina the ban.
I think they will, P 3

S8acond, we are ready to destroy all of ouzr chemical weapons ==
1008, avery one -- within ten years, once all nations capable of
building chemical weapons sign the total ban treaty.

And third, the U.S. is ready to begin now. We'll eliminate more
than 80% of our atockpile -- even as we work to complete a traaty
-= if the Soviet Union joins us in cutting chemical weapons to an
aqual level, and we agree on inspections to verify that
stockpiles are destroyed.

We know that monitoring a total ban on chemical weapons will be a
challenge. But the knowledge we've gained from our recent arms
dontrol experience ~- and our docelerating research in this area
== makes me believe we can achieve the level eof verification that
gives us confidence to go forward with the ban.

The world has lived too long in the shadow of chemical warfare,
Let us act together -- baginning today =- to rid the earth of
_this scourge. _

We are merious about achieving conventional arms reductions as
well., That's why we tabled new proposals just last Thursday at
the Conventional Forces in Burope negotiations in Vienna ~-
proposals that demonatrate our commitmaent to aot rapidly te ease
military tensions in Europe, and move the nations of that
continent one step closer to thair commen destiny: a Eurepe
vhole and frae.

And the United States 1s convinced that open and innovative
neasures can move disarmament forwerd =- and also ease
international tensions., That's the idea behind the Open Skies
proposal the Soviets have now indicated they are willing to
pursue. It's the idea behind the Open Lands proposal --
permitting, for the first time ever, free travel for all Soviet
and American diplomats throughout each othez's ceuntries.
Openness is the anemy of mistrust ~- and avor{ step towards a
more opsn world is a step towards the new world we seek.

And let me make this comment on our meetings with Soviet Poreign
Minister Shevardnadze ovar the past few days, I am very pleased
by tha progress we made. The Soviet Union removed a number of
obstacles to progress on conventional and strategic arms
reductions, Wa reached agreemants in principle on issuss

from verification to nuclear testing. And of courss, we agreed
to a summit in the spring or early summer of 1990.

Bach of these achievements is important im i{ts own right ~-- but
thev ara more important atill ad sions of a new attitude that
prevails between the U.S8. and USSR, Serious GlIreIences Loumesn
~= but the willingnees to deel constructively and candidly -~
with thosa differences is news that we =- and indeed the world -

nust welcome.

t entered an era of rpetual peace. The threats to
::ng:v:h:: nations face may zes:ypgo chagqtnq ==~ but thay have
not vanished, In fact, in a numbar of regions around the world,
a dangerous combination is now emerging: Regimes armed with old
and unappeasable animosities == and modern weapons of mass
destruotion, . ‘

- more =
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This development will raise the stakes whenever war breaks out,
Regional conflict may well threaten world peace as naver before,

The challenge of preserving peace is a personal one for all of
.you here in this hall. The United Nationa can be a mediator «= a
forumiwher. parties in confliet come in search of peaceful
solutions.

For the sake of peace, tha UN must redouble its suypport for the
peace effores now underway in regiong of conflict all over the
world. And let me assure you: The U,8. is determined to take an
activa role in settling regional conflicts, Sometimes, our role
in regional disputes is and will be highly publie. Somatimes,
like many of you, we work quietly ~e behind the scenes., But
always -= we are working for positive change and lasting peacs.

Our world faces other, less convantional threats -- no less
dangercus to international peace and stability. Illegal drugs
are a menace to gocial order and a source of human misery -
wherevar they gain a foothold, 7The nations who suffer this
scourge nust join forees in the fight. And we are. Let me
salute the commitment and extraordinary courage of one country in
particular ~~ Colombia -- where we are working with the people
and their President, Virgilio Barco, to put the drug cartels out
of business, and bring the dru¢ lords to justice.

Finally, we must join forces to combat the threat of terxroriem,
Bvery nation == and the United Nations =~ must sand the outlaws
of the world a clear messaga: Hostage taking and the terror of
random violanca are methods that cannot win the world's approval.
Terrorism of any kind is repugnant to all values & civilized
world holds in common. And make no mistaka: Terrorigm is a
means that no snd =~ no mattar how just == can sanctify.

Whitever the challenge, fraadom greatly raises the chances of our
success. Freadom's moment is a time of hope for all the world.

gccuuao freedom -- once set in motion =~ takes on a momentum of
ts own,

As I said the day I assumed the Presidency: “We don't have to
talk late into the night about which form of government is
better," We know that free government -- democracy -- is best.

i balieve that {3 the hard-won truth of our time =-- the
unaggailable fact that still gtands at the end of a century of
great struggle and human suffering.

And this {3 trua not becauss all our differences must give way to
democracy -~ but because demogracy makes rooft for all our
differences. In democracy, diversity finds its common home,

At the vary heart of the democratic ideal {s respect -~ for
freedem of belief, freedom of thought and action in all its
divargity == for human rights. The world has experienced enough
of the ideologies that have promised to remake man in some new
and batter image. We've saen the colossal tragedies and dashed
nopes. Wa Rrow fiow ehat freedem and democracy hold the answera.
What men and nations want is the freedom to live by their own
lights, and a chance to prosper in peace.

When @ began today, I spoke to you about peacakseeping. I want to
EpaAk td you now about punucmaking. We must bring peace to the
people who have never known ite blessings.

- more -
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There's a painting that hangs on the wall of my office in the
White House. It pictures President Lincoln and his generals,
Meeting near the ond of a war that remains the bloodieat in
American history. Outside, at that moment, a battla rages. And
yet what wa gee in the digtance is a rainbow ~- a symbol of hope,
of the passing of the storm. That painting ig called "The
Peacemakaers," For me, it is a constant reminder that our
gtruqqlc =~ the struggle for peace == is a struggle blessed by
ope.,

I do remember sitting in this hall. I remember the mutual
respect among all of us proudly serving as representatives. I
ramember the almost endless speeches, Security Council sessions.
The receptions and receiving lines. The formal meetings of this
Assembly -- and the informal discussions in the Dalagates’
Lounge.

. And I remember something more. Something beyond tha frantic paca .
and sometimes frustrating experiences of daily life here: The
heartbeat of the United Nations -~ the quiet conviction that we
could make the worid more peaceful, More free. o

What wa aought then, now liea within our reach. I ask aach of
you here in this hallt Can we not bring 4 unity of purpose to
the United Nations? Can we not make this new world of freedom
the common deatiny we seek? :

I baliave we can. I know we must.

My solemn wish today is that here -- among the United Nationg --
that spirit will take hold, and that all men and all nations will
maka fraedom's moment thair own.

Thank you, God bless you, and may God bleas the work of the
United Nations,

(N
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