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‘Second- day medla_coverage-Ofmth3:5°V1Et attack;on the-South.Korean.passenger
fjet emphasized Pre81dent Reagan s statement that: the Kremlin was lying £
.about the facts of. the case in resp0nse to the- Sovxet clalm Ehe plane was -

=on a.Spy . m1551on

‘The:attack was condemned in” most of the world s’ medla in exten31Ve and -

';':1m93551oned comment. - Many saw it as "a slap in ‘the face"..to :the peace-:'
- mavement .’ Conservatlve ‘De: Teleqgraatf ‘of. Amsterdam .said- the 1nc1dent “will

'further-open the,eyes.ofrthe.frlends.of.peace who-have:rtrouble imaginingi.. .t
“that. they can. 1mmedlately grasp the hand of those frlendly'SOV1ets who _are; -

,;Just as afrald ‘as we are.

~

~.t1The Sov1et clalm was recelved wryly by many medla observers.-‘Paris -
iconservative Quotidien, for’example, noted that :“this plane filled w1th

. §leepy people was, according to TASS _conductlng 1ntelllgence‘-~

{ooera+1ons-...Nnbody 1s-fcoled.;;

gl S LT

. s
B

RIS

;U_The 1ndependent T1mes of- London judged the Pre51dent S . statement as hls 3:3
;- “toughest anti-Soviet remarks- since coming to office.” - Papers in many.
. countrles ran 1nterv1ews w1th key government off1c1als expre531ng shock.

.. Some speculated as to What level the order to down the a1r11ner was . glven.":
7.+, A number thought it was "“a local decision.” Tokyo s moderate Yom1ur1 Sald
LT “If so,_we have a frlghtenlng 51tuat10n.___:i ‘ L. I

S Others such as the Frankfurter Rundschau suggested that ‘the attack
- #-sroflected Mnot only the-evil .character of the Soviets but the iatal?
automatism of the mechanism. of reactxon...-The persons respon51ble reacted

Eﬁfllke mechanlcal robots...ngﬁ il

' Many wrlters HOIIIEd about the'srate of East;West“relations'id'the'waﬂe ot
the tragedy. Dublin's liberal Irish Press said that "relations between"

MOScow and Washlngton were:bad enough.: ?hls will make them worse.™
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fPre51dent Reagan's_anger-and statement:that the downlng of_the South Korean'
“passenger .plane was.."a. terrorist act’. -and ‘that the. Soviet: charge.that. the -
ZKAL.BOelng was: a: spy-plane was a’ lie,:dominated heavy'coverage ‘of the .~

ondon. eadl1nesutodaymsa;d tU.S Accusesxnu551a of: Terror1sm and-Lles--A
'Spy-Plane,. Says Moscow, " ‘"Angry’ Reagan:Sends AWACS.and F-15s-to Search ]
?Area" and . “Punlshment’Call -at -U.N." by Seoul” {Times), “"Moscow Admits : 'We 5fm
: Kremlin Has- ‘Twisted Facts-~Reagan” and "TASS’ Regrets™
Air:Deaths: But Clalm 'U.S.  to Blame":({Guardian), "Russia Admits Shots at ..
JJet——Reagan Sees. Advisers-on’ Retallatxon for 'Atroc1ty.fP "U - P Revulszon

--and ‘Dismay Over.. Ru531an3 Infamy'" -and:"Kremlin Clalms Intru51on.Was~- e
!Pre—planned_Actf““(Dally Telegrapg),j
""'“Shot Down“Jet,on‘Spy Mission Clalms Kremlln

The Tlmes Moscow correspondent today reported, ”The Sov1et Unlon yesterda"
'sald the South Korean airlinex -was belng used ‘as a’ spy plane. .

The paper s. Washlngton;correspondent Nzcholas Ashford wrote\today, “In hls

toughest antl—Sovxet remarks since coming to office, President Reagan . '

_fyesterday accused the Soviet Union of telling flagrant lies about the’
.Korean “airline disaster. and cast doubts about Moscow s credlblllty 1n ot
future arms reductlonrnegotlat1ons,-. L S

“The PreS1dent s'statement came amld grOW1ng speculat1on that- the order to
shoot : the a1r11ner ‘down had been’ taken at the hlghest levellln Moscow and

.not by a Junlor reglonal ‘commander .

In ‘an edltorlal today, "The U S Admlnlstratlon is under.
Tstrong public’ pressure ‘to’ retallate....But 1t 1s better to av01d -
1over—reactlon in the—heat of . the: moment.--; L : '

FArms control talks must‘contlnue 51nce an even hlgher 1nterest 1s"
1nvolved... e LS
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"'Closest SOVletS Wlll Come to Apology“'

Today 5 llberal Guardlan ran a report that "the Kremlln late yesterday - 'fi
. afternoon issued the closest it may come to an apology for 'the leading -

circles in the Soviet Union' for the loss of human life: Whlch had occurred

after the destructxon of South Korea s Jumbo 3et. -

‘"But the same statement dlstrlbuted hy TASS also accused the Unlted States,
. and. espec;ally the CIA, of dellberately allow1ng the Korean plane to enter .
Sov1et alrspace. S : . :

”'The paper s Washlngton correspondent Harold Jackson reported that,.in'the -
ﬁstrongest attack he has launched on the Russians since coming -to offlce,

'Mr. ‘Reagan’, descrrbed thelr actzons as"barbarlc, M'brutal”'and'
' atrocrtles"”v“

!Another’ rep .1n.the paper sald that,,the Br1t1sh‘Government:yesterday
“threw its weight behind American-led demands- for full. explanatlons -
%reparat1ons and punlshment for the destruct1on of plane. Wl

e nor conv1nc1ng."“

g “Pres1dent'Reagan Brlstllng Wlth Anger"at;

Today s conservatlve Dally Telegraph had the report of Washlngton ) BRI
correspondent Frank Taylor ‘that "President’ Reagan, brlstllng with anger'u -
‘...yesterday accused the Soviet Union of a- 'terrorlst act' and of-.“.a;:l."
flagrantly lylng about the tragedy.?,.f' EERRNRLRRS i

In another story the paper sald "Secretary Shultz declared last nlght that.
,,the Kremlin was trying . elaboratelv and brazen‘"' to .COvVer.:up che Tact ‘it
; nad snot down the a1r11ner.ﬁ" - - e T

N

_f"Amerlcans Belleve Have to Share Planet However Ru551ans Behava“ :

!?;-‘. P

. Accordlng to the Flnanclal Tlmes today,'"Amld all the emotlon, the majorxty:
:_-v1ew in America remains that Americans share the sanme planet with the ;-
s Ru551ans and have to llve w1th them, however,_dlsgracefully they behave. i

TASS Statement "As Slckenlng as’ It Is Absurd“:“”"'

"-In the v1ew of natlonallstlc Dally Mall today the statement‘from the . W
-'Kremlin on the incident was "as sickening as it is absurd,‘couched in the A

|

]

iﬁLf ‘most poisoned terms of the Soviet propagandists, clalmlng that the jumbo
... Jet was a Western spy plane.- ThlS empty bluster 1s almost as srckenlng as
the. tragedy 1tself.fﬁw': s L .
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voutrage Is Not Enough!

The sensationaliét“Sun declared, "Outrage is not enough-. Why'shouid'we in.
the West go on dealing with the Reds as if they were civilized human beings
and not barbarians?” ! B :

. ‘.‘
- -t -.—.
St H

v .

es e

“Reagan Accus

R P N

B In Paris today,’ head ines included "Reagan to Andropov:-

-;~Ex£ent:o£juutual;:Legitimate-Discussion With a State Whose Values Permit:.:
“Sucﬁ}Attrocities?"fandtfReagan'Acdusesi“ (Le Matin), "Regan Denounces . .+~
. -'Terrorist.Actlr—SovietS"Regretf and Accuse" and . "Moscow::.. Korean Jet Was
..... -T.Spvalane“_(Liberation);i“ZGQ Dead (red ink) and Killers -Are Free". =. ~.v~

: .(Quotidien de Paris)

apd_“ZGQ-Spies Aboard?" (Parisien Popular). s S

_ “ﬁodvfﬁéy'ﬁﬁééffs Cyﬁiééiiy Lie"
ugh for them-

_,;”gqpsefyétivéidﬁotidien:ééid'Eodéy, "Killing was not eno
-~ ‘they have.to qynlcally'l;p.,;9; .‘ S E e

" Pro-Socialist Le Matin remarked, »rhanks to TASS, this story will be
horrible to the end, because Moscow, far from apologizing, accuses: “the
spies are everywhere. This plane, filled with sleepy people was, according
"to TASS, conducting inte}ligenca operations. Nobody is being fooled..."

. Leftist Liberation said; "The Soviets are pleading shared blame: ithey
P T o "

“regret and they accuse....They reverse ‘the thrust of the prook...

Communist Paper: ~“American Government Has Furnished No Prodf*

... Communist Humanite ran headlines such as vprofound Emotion Throughout -
~.:World! and "Bring Everything-to Light—-Establish the Truth" over a

;- front—page comment that held, "This affair is one more reason to intensify
. the fight against the arms race... — s e ) o

. ;_N-"Thushfar;'the Ahefican'Govéﬁhﬁént_has furnished'hb qthéf-p:pof of (the
.+ attack) than the. recording of what is presented as an. exchange of messages -
" between the fighter pilot and his command post..." : - :

“Chargesr?it.Two'Superpoweré Face to Face"

Mass appeal Parisien Popular today said, "This occupation of spying appears
‘at once easy and extremely serious: easy because it is virtually
. unverifiable, serious because it pits the two super powers against one
another face to face..." ... " . ' L - -

" USIA/P/RM P s . T U of3/83 '
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WEST GERMANY o &

»Worldwide Indignation“

P -

Headlines today were "Worldwide Indignation” (West Deutsche Allgemelne),

"Attack Condemned as Crime--U.S. Leaders Call for Sanctions Against USSR" -

(Koelner Stadt-Anzeiger), "Reagan Accuses Moscow of Commlttlng Act of -
. Terror". (General-Anzeiger) and "Washington: Barbarism of Soviet . - B
‘,Government—-Bonn. Act of Utmost Brutallty" (Frankfurter Allgemelne).-. -

‘"“Chancellor Kohl-: ’Notorlous Act of Extreme Barbarlsm'“‘

Bonn s 1ndependent General—Anzelger today reported thatrchancellor Kohl

condemned the Soviet action as a "notorlous act of extreme barbarlsm“ that

reflects unusual coldhloodedness...“;

Left-leanlng Sueddeutsche Zeltung of Munlch reported that FRG Pre51dent eE
Karl Carstens, 1n 2 telegram to South Korea's president,. characterized the
incident as an "inhuman assault on civil aviation." . The: paper said that

" Social Democratic leader Hans—Jochen Vogel called the attack "depressxng—~ra
T :-and dlsgustlng.:: : R s RS R T P S

“Thls Mean Crlme Is So Monstrous...

Pro—Chrlstlan Democratlc Bonner Rundschau today had an 1nterv1ew Hlth
Minister of State Juergen Moellemann citing him as saylng, "This mean cr1me
1s so monstrous that 1t‘1s hard to comment on it adequately...

P

““The countr1es of the Western communlty must agree 1n...p011t1ca1
consultation on a common course and refrain from presentlné‘thelrf
1nd1v1dual natlonal conc1u51ons to the publlc...' : -

d Bonn's conservatlve Die Helt obserVed that now "a Reagen—Andropov meeting‘
- ! sSeems ‘to be impossible for a long time to come....It may turn out that
E Andropov does not have hls mllltary apparatus under control..." e

'"Crlme Reflects Fatal. Automatlsm of the Mechanlsm of Reactlon“.- oo -

' Conservatlve Frankfurter Allgemeine held that ”the 1nc1dent is like an
- ironical exclamation mark after almost a decade of Sov1et hubrls, a decade
of Soviet arms bulldup and expansion." A S .

Left—of—center Frankfurter Rundschau Sald today, "Wnat the kllllng of 269

people reflects is not only the evil character of the Soviets, but the
‘fatal automatism of the mechanism of reaction. - The persons responsible
acted like a mechanical apparatus..."- ' Lo S

" USIA/P/RM
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"Since Sugerpower D1d It, It's All the More Shocklng e . ,;;'
" an editorial  in leadlng He131ngen Sanomat today sald, “In the absence of
accurate information one has to assume that the United States is right...”
The paper declared the attack was “to be condemned as much as earller‘_g;
'}mu.-s1m11ar actlons by Bulgarlan, Israe11 and . Rhodesxan rehels-.“~.wf

T a2

B ke .
b LT - -a’l‘,'-- - P L LS
,_. -V . < 2 r

L"But since- the plane...was shot down bj a superpower,.the 1nc1dent is all
: the.moxe shoc&ing.u Superpowers must be able to exercise restraint..." -

.l;qunlddle—of*the-road Trxbune de Geneve ran a correspondent s report from N
% “yashington on. demonstrations in front of the Soviet embassy. The writer .

‘said, "Clearly the Amerlcan rlght has found 1ts martyr .in the person. of .
Larry McDonald...j e : : C T e Lo

'Calvihist Ttouw judged today, “ﬁo matter’ what statement the Kremlln comes

.up with,,. it will never be acceptable a5 & L&LLGRGLLZdClon or -

;:explanatlon...j _ 55;1~ .-”1T: . ___' S 3‘l_t”a (. ﬁ:cv..'-
Conservat1ve De Telegraaf suggested, “The 1nC1dent will further open the -
eyes of those friends of. peace who have trouble imagining that they can
immediately grasp the hand of those frlendly Sov1ets who are Just as afraid

-, .- 8s We are...’

. SPAIN

“Who Is Source of.Wotld Tensxon7“

In- Madrid today, conservatlve ABC said, in anleditorial that "if American
. fighters had downed a passenger plane of a small nation, what would the
-7 world have. said?: Hhat would the progressive press esPeCIally have sald’

: Approved For Release 2008/01/1 1: CIA-RDP91 BOO135R000200320017 8
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Yofhe eries of indignation -have been ‘heard from around.the. world." But it -~
b happens that the plane...was brought down by Soviet. flghters._ This seems

- to contradict all:of the schemes they try to peddle .-as to the source of
tensions ‘in the ‘world."’

L _.AL! STaIA

""Peace Movement-Has Recelved Slao 1n'the Face

In‘Vlenna today,. 1nfluent1al Die: P:esse ran the ‘statements-of political

" leaders condemnlng Ehe attack.u Independent Kurier said.in“an edlt?Flal,
"The‘lnternatlonal peace 'movement-has. received..a. slap_xn its:face. “They-
say Ronald. Reagan ;is" atriggex. “happy: “cowboy wh1le.the'50v1e Union-
regarded as<an: element ‘o pea eiand‘level—headedness

~has now been shot. down

ﬁ-Dublln s llberal Irlsh T1mes malntalned 1n an edltorlal today, "Relations . .

' between Moscow and Washington® are bad enough. ' This.will make:them worse.

In a matter of. .hours, & hlghly combustible . atmosphere has. been created, ther

1

'conbequences of which must be guaruea agalnsc even as. cney:are dreaued...;

ReykjaV1k:s Dagbladld sald yesterday that "the autonatlc cruelty of the:
1Sov1en system lucidly appeared....Thls mass murder' will not be- understood
“unless one realizes the- function: of the system~whlch lies behind it. This.

'system is not. an ordlnary soc1ety, ‘but a strong, mllltary machlne sufferlng

"

iparanola...__n

™
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- EASTERN EUROPE

" YUGOSLAVIA

"Poo Severe a Punlshment“ .

Belgrade s Polltlka sald today the 1nc1dent was "an unworldly and L .
- .unreasonable. deed" and the worse setoack for East—West reletlons Sane the-
Cuban m135118 crlsls- . : _ -t .

"Provocatlon Sharpenlng-Internatlonal Atmosphere"

'ff__ In Budepest today, Nepszabadsag ran a long story on the 1nc1dent careful‘
c1t1ng TASS as. the source. o : T .

Magyar lelap carrled the story on page three under the headline
-"Provocation Sharpening International Atmosphere: TASS Announcement
Concerning the Disappeared Aircraft.”

.. EAST ASIA AND PACIFIC

~ JAPAN

‘"Reagan: 'Barbarlc Act'"

- Tokyo's NHK, TBS and FUjl telev151on today focused attention on the
highlights of President Reagan's statement just before his departure from
Callforn1a and U S. Ambassador to the U.N. Lichenstein's speech at -the UNSC.

The networks sa1d the’ Pre51dent 'strongly criticized the KAL 1nc1dent as a
B "barbaric act® and that he questioned the credlblllty of the Sov1et Union
S for shootlng down the a1r11ner.. . :

8 i' "g- ’ .‘ S ]9/3153 N
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NHK televxslon'carrled a renort saylng that Mr. Reagan had dec1ded that the
‘KAL incident, would'be the main toplc of next week's talks between Secretary :

Today's conservatzve Sankel sald the Sov1et Un;on is contlnulng 1ts
"sxlence" and that behind this sxlence appears to be confu31on 1n the

The paper clted a m111tary source in Tokyo as’ saylng that_the Sovzet Far‘
East command has the -power to: take independent. combat: ‘action” without '
i receiving orders from Moscow. . The source. -reportedly believed" that the
mzsslle-flrlng order was. glven wrthout—the Kremlln s.knowledge'

;Moderate YOmlurl stated 1n an,edltorlal today that "the Sov1ets.should S
~1mmed1ately clarlfy the c1rcumstances of the tragedy and 1dent1fy the .

:"It 15 hard to 1maglne that the actzon thls tlme was taken on: dlrect
“instruction’ from Moscow's' supreme m111tary command. .Perhaps the declslon.
fwas made by a"local commander; f 50, we have a frlghtenlng 51tuat10n.“

The paper added that'“the secretlve Sov1et attltude, 1nclud1ng reject1on of
.- Japanese searches. in the waters where the Korean plane is believed. to have
' crashed only serves to fuel antl—Sov1et feellng among the Japanese people.._

~|. .

'-"The Sov1ets Must Reveal the Truth“

lenra1 nsah1 of Wo*vo ==id5today “wc.request-“hat'the Soviet Governmen®

gt ML sl N -

.reveal the truth -quickly and sincerely in order to. avoid. escalation of

'East—West ten51on and to prevent recurrence of such 1nc1dent_ T

l' e

=Noderate Ma1n1ch1 wrote~f
. Lol b A Ll
qulcxly and 51ncere1y and take c0nv1nc1ng measures.‘g_‘_

-'helnous act._ We feel the same way.

LT Y O S AU S A
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"George Orwell"s World Has Arrived"

Today's independent Economic Journal judged that the incident showed that
the Soviet Union-is “the world's most dangerous player with fire” and that
it allowed people to see how the major powers are monitoring each other,

" indicating that "George Orwell's horrible world (of 1984) has now emerged
on the international. scene.” Lo B P

The paper went on to state that the United States "is trying to use-the
:'incident.to-tear“down,the‘mask of the USSR as a 'peace-lover.' The:.effect

. of the downing of the plane will be a further escalation of U.S. arms .
.. expansion and. a .lessening of -criticism against it." -%oammo RSy

e B T

g .-{f‘:ﬁ:-\ EE LY I EEE YRR X A . o
j Are-Called Foxr® . &

= “Wactual Sanctions

TR ORISR VG ooe ol N

' ‘. The-pro-Taiwan Hong Kong Times urged that there be substantive sanckions =
. -3 .. against the USSR because "the Communists only know power and fear: R
- reprisals. . Empty condemnations.do not have much effeckt on them....Lt is. __
. only with actual sanctions that we can have some.sort of deterence against
‘. umscrupulous perpetrators of ecxime." U7 el L B

INDONESIA - . "

'"Réagan Entitled to Self-righteousness"”

. .Today's English-language Jakarta Post described the KAL incident as "evil,
.. plain and simple” and Said that President Reagan is now "entitled. to some
- "good old God~-fearing self-righteousness.” S . PR
. _ o ' S LN _ )
The paper went. on to recount the "lame response” offered thus. far by the
Kremlin and concluded, "We join the rising chorus calling for an
jnternational and concerted stance throughout the world community to
deplore, condemn, and severely penalize the Soviet Union for this
. abominable and@ wretched act.” e : : S

Strong Direct Action Against USSR Urged '

- Independent Kompas-of the same city said this incident should be followed.
... by strong, direct action against the USSR and suggested "for example,
O forbidding Aeroflot plans to land at any other airports, and banning

docking rights for all Soviet commercial and passenger vessels world-wide."

10
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"If Shultz Is Correct M

Today's nationalistic Indonesian Observer hesitated to put the full blame .
for the incident on the USSR, saying that “if what was alleged by Mr..
George Shultz proves to be correct,_then that Soviet jet fighter must be
condemned." . . » . - :

'MALAYSIA' . <. i

All medla,today strongly condemned the Sov1et actlon and 01tEd the .

Malaysian Deputy Foreign Minister's statement on the "unpardonable® and

.-, -"wanton. act' of savagery and arrggance,” as well as statements by Presxdent -
't'Reagan, Secretary Shultz and other world leaders.i 2 o

" A e , S : R )

f-Call fo: , *Toral Boycott of All Ru551an Aircraft®

’ Leadlng Malay—language Utusan Malay51a wrote in an edltorlal today—' 'Whlle f

" waiting for further explanation from the Kremlin about this atrocity - e
perperpetrated by their armed forces, the. entlre world should undertake a
total boycott of all Russxan alrcraft.f', . : - s e

“What About the Sovxet Spy Sub in- Swedish Waters’” L "“f."‘fj;fﬁ"

’ The conservatlve New Stralts Tlmes of Kuala Lumpur remarked today that
"Moscow has so ea51ly forgotten (that) its spy submarine ran aground in
Swedish waters in a restricted zone. Should Sweden then have, by the same
token, flred a m1s511e at the 56 crew members?”

AUSTRALIA -

L

:;\} -

The story remained lead in all media.today.v Exoept for one orvtwo isolated'
..'_articles‘or commentaries noting that under strictest interpretation the
T SOVlet actlon was “legal " the tenor of all coverage was condemnatory.

“Secretary Shultz Spoke For Most of thn WOrld""- - ':'fi-" - F,: 

Today s natzonally—c1rculated Australlan stressed that "The u.s. Secretary
- of State, Mr. Shultz spoke for most of the world's people when he expressed
; his ‘revulsion’' and 'grave concern' at thls incident of traglc savagery.. -

"The incident has added. weight to the arguments of those who have warned
that the provision by the West of high technology to the Soviet Unlon 15
"akin to selllng them the r0pe w1th which they wlll hang ‘us.”-

1 USIA/P/RM ..
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THAILAND

-"ﬁow Callooo Can Russia Get?".'

Bangkok's leadlng Engllsh—language Nation Rev1ew said today in an edltorlal
headed "Air Tragedy: How Callous Can Russia Get?"” that "an over-careful,
sensitive man like U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz would not have
flatly accused the Soviet Union of shooting down the Korean alrllner unless
he’ had full proof as to how 1t was shot down..._ i .

- "One thlng is sure and that is that tne nations of thlS world cannot let -
‘ thls 1nc1dent pass wlthout takxng retalllatory actlon ”;, L

T souTH ASIA T

INDIA - ./« o i

The downing of the jet was. the lead story in most papers today. Coverage
focused on statements by the United States and .South.Korea....Sidebar
" stories reported TASS charges that the plane was on a spying m1551on,'and
the cautlous reactlon of the Indian Government to the event.

Headline Treatment

Typical headlines today were "U.S. Seeks U.N. Meet on Korean Plane

- Loss...Moscow Is Lying: Reagan” (Indian Express), "S8. Korea Wants APo1oﬁ“
and Compensation...U.S.A. Shows Restraint" (Hlndustan Times) and “Russia
Lying About Crash, Says Reagan“ (Tlmes of Indla) LG

"The Ev1dence Is Damnxng"‘

The lead edltorlal in today s left—of center Times of India headed “Frov
. -+ Russia By Mlstake"_sald- “The rhetoric of the Americans need not have &
- taken seriously in fferent circumstances. But in this case the evidenc.
.1s damning, if not’ for Moscow, at least for a set of unduly tense and
incredibly rash plthS of the Sov1et Air Force...

"Moscow must offer ‘an unquallfled apology and adequate compensatlon for the
bereaved. Its 51lence adds to the crime of its commander.

'."The Reagan Admlnlstratlon may well be trying to get the maximum p0551ble
proganda advantage out of this tragedy. But that is no reason why Moscow
should not ‘frankly own up to the crime.” : : : T -
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"Saviet Authorities Owe An Explanation”

An editorial Ln ‘the Chandigarh Tribune maintained’ today that the 1nc1dent'

»was an avoidable embarrassment, certain to be exploited to the full by the
United States. The Soviet authorltles owe an explanatlon to the moral
consczence of the world. .

Today;s Island of.Colombo saxd the “unprovoked and mystery—rldden ehootlng
down:by the Soviet: Union-of (the South Korean plane) is-an act of outrage.-
thatZis hard to beat even in these tlmes of all—perva31ve.terrorlsm -and
’def1ance of all accepted soc1al norms.: = . ;

v :"What is: double shocklng about the whole traglc epxsode is the monument al
1nd1fference shown by Soviet officialdom...and the Orwellian blanket of-
‘'obfuscation whlch the Sov1et authorltles seen lntent on throwlng over the

whc’le lssue' L. SR L .' T o --f-,'. o 7.;',"'.';_-‘“ .

BANGLADESH -~ . . T S e

“wsoviets Admit Warning Shot“.

“Dhaka' s 1ndenendent Ittefaa headllneﬂ today “Mesccw Admlts Warning Pir

Southh Korean Alrllner.,_ Slster New Nation said “Soviets Admtt Warning
1 ]

Shot " - : Y. .

} The 1atter paper frontpaged several storles on the 1nc1dent 1ncluded one.
headed "A Great Crlme Agalnst Humanlty. S .

4

o fAKiSTAN _'f T ‘A'fﬁ.:' L o oo S ?fe . ; -.- t

"USSR Admits F1r1ng M15511es

Media today gave pr0m1nent play to the ‘incident, hlghllghtlng the Reagan
and Shultz condemnation of. the incident, the calling of the UNSC meeting '
and the reaction of world leaders. Media reports also carried the Soviet

. version of the .event. There was no editorial comment as yet.

LusTAa/B/RM . eUinel13
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L. 'MIDDLE EAST"

JORDAN : o L =y L S -

ngal, Plane Creates Sexious International Crisis" = - . L

Electronic and'print'media_today gave straight'reportin§ of the -incident -
‘with no comment. A typical banner head over a wire serice story was S

"Korean Plane Creates Serious_International Crisis.”

'KUWAIT . ©

Indeﬁendent. pro-Paiestinian al-Watan tbdaf'summed up in its headline -
"Reagan: The Soviets Are Liaks, An Ugly Crime" and "Moscow: . Korean Plane
Was Spying." S w ~ o : . . .

The English-language Kuwait Times said today that "the Soviet Government
would be well advised to tell the whole truth to an extremely worried
world, and without losing any time, offer to make amends in a convincinglw -

comprehensive manner.".

It finished, however, by reminding its readers of the ‘incident involving
the Israeli shooting down of a Libyan jetliner in 1273. It said, "That
incident was discussed 1in the Security Council and--let it not be forgotten
tonight--it was the United States that applied an. angry veto to shoot down
a resolution which sought to blame the Israelis.” -

v -
'BAHRAIN
"Russia's Psychosis Has Beén”Uﬁderliﬁed“' -
Today's independent Gulf Daily News stated that the incident "has ~

underlined Russia's acute psychosis about national security and an almost.
obsessive fear oﬁ-imminent'attack;...The Soviet Government cannot avoid
responsibility for -one of the most outrageous violations of civilized
behavior in recent years." : : : :

usia/p/mM - T Jﬁ{-1 f 14 o ' li . o/3/83
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LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN .

.M.EXICO R _.‘ . . o . : -

Headlines in Mexico today included "World-wide Condemnation of Soviet Unic:
" for Shooting Down South Korean Plane"” (Excelsior), "Reagan Calls Moscow
-Liar and Terrorist; Soviet Union Replies, 'Dirty Anti-Sovietism,** (EL-
. . Dia), "Mankind Condemns Attack on Defenseless Commercial Plane" (El Heraldo
' '’ .de Mexico) and "Reagan Charges Soviet.Union as Terroxist” ( ElL Sol de . .
. MexigQ) . T i eil e . T e T

S R, s

Soviets".

Tetiitap. -

s e e

hould Unanimously- Break Relations with

" Uvyestern Nations s

. L T PR I -

“ Conservative: E1 Heraldo de Mexico in an editorial. today said, "It is i
.; .necessary that this sinister, criminal act cause such a.reaction in all ’
.7 " 'Western nations that they unanimously, without waiting for U.N. red tape,
v break relations with the (Soviet) assassin empire...reject any relationship
or contact with it until it is forced to abide by the rules of the . .. '
civilized world." : - o S IR TR EE L

. “Irresponsible Cdnteﬁ?t—fox Human Life”

" Nationalistic El Universal in an editorial todaf, “TASS_has made a-'
~suggestion which apparently belongs to the fantasy of the worse spy
novel--that the plane was on a spy mission.... : T o

“"However, everything indicates that the Soviets fired against a defenseles-
civilian aircraft. That would only be justified in cases of extreme
belligerence, which is not the case here. ‘Regardless of Soviet allegac....
that technically it had the right to do what it did, nothing justifies sucn
irresponsible contempt for human life."” : s e

Papers répdrted a statement by the Foreign Ministry that "the Mexican
Government regrets deeply the loss of human lives caused by this incident,
at the same time it feels it an exhaustive and impartial investigation is
- hecessary because, if it were confirmed that the airline was shot down, we
‘“.vould be witnessing a completely condemnable action, a grave violation of
.1nte;nationa},law and an attempt against the security of air communication:™

Soviet Ambassador Claims South Korean Pilot ﬁesgpnsiﬁle

Moderate Novedades today reported Soviet Ambassdor Rostislav Sergueev
regretted the incident because. of the loss of the life. However, the paper
added, he emphasized that the person responsible for the incident was the
pilot of the South Korean aircraft. '

usia/e/em - . .U 15
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T "Deserves Regugnance and Condemnatlon

. Military Plane Received Ordexr to Shoot the Airliner"” "U.S. Heard Everytning

. the Soviet Union released Thursday night by the Foreign Ministry.  Under

- de Sao Paulo gave third of front page , headlined "USSR Shoots Down South
. Korean Jumbo, Kllls 269.".‘..3_t1 ' - ‘ e s

‘down by the: USSR, ‘we would face one of.the most flagrant: acts of" 1ntempe:—=;
‘ance- provoked by the: ‘current climate of East-West tensions.!.If;  on. the -~ /&
’contrary,_:t ony was’ ‘a regrettable acc1dent, it is also as equally‘comdemnr
L‘ablefto use'thls tragedy 1mmora11y as a polltlcal weapon-“: T Lo

+. shooting was an'"extremely serious fact“ which deserves "repugnance and .-
-condemnatlon.‘ : - : : ~ L IR

-

" USIA/P/RM
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Yesterday the Sov1et ambassador was quoted by natlonallstlc El Unlversal as

,clalmlng that the ~incident "does not endanger world peace" and that this is

. the second time a South Korean plan has violated Sov1et terrltory "dlsre- .
garding’ clear dlrectlons and szgnals. ,

"wlthout Trylng to Judge Who Is Resnon51ble, Loss of lees Regrettable"

Leftlst-natlonal1st Unomasuno in an edltorzal yesterday admltted "the ";:d
_seriousness: of. the incident....Without trying to judge who is responsxbleu_
the loss of llves certalnly 1s regrettable... L ..

'regrettable 'and noted that “if, as Western sources. say, the plane was - shot.

The shootlng down of the South Krosan c1v111an a1rl1ner was promlnently
played yesterday by Bra5111a S, three dallles. . .

Headllnes 1ncluded “USSR Shoots Down Korean Civ ili an Alrllner “(Soﬁieti
..Before the Tragedy” "USSR's Explanations Do Not: Convince US." (pro-
-Government Correio Bra2111ense), "Brazil Repudiates Soviet. ﬁctlon“'
(1ndependent Jornal de Brasilia) and "“Soviet Military Plane SHoots Down
Korean Arrllner Wlth 269 Aboard" (1ndependent Ultlma Hora de Bra3111a.

Jornal de Bra5111a quoted Braz111an Forelgn Mlnlster Guerrelro that the

r * N

"Shultz Does Not Know What He Is ;alklng About"

.In Sao Paulo, radlo news programs yesterday stressed the protest agalnst

the banner headline, "USSR Shoots Down Jumbo and Kills 269," 0 Estado de’
Sao Paulo devoted the upper half of its front page to the incident. - Folha




S s
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leeral Folha de Sao Paulo ran Columns by New York and Parls commentators.

- paulo Francis, writing from New York, said, "It

.'1sm-...In the USSR, these things are always decided at the highest levels.
The crime came from above.  In order tO change this perception it would _
' have. been. necessary fox Shultz to have bluffed us. I do not believe. that._

'“The shootlng down of the plane is legal. Shultz says 1t is not. 'He does
not know what he is -talking about or it is his demagoguery. An invader -
'plane of an air space ‘must land if it is 1ntercepted by the 1nvaded.‘ Ir

BN

'maybe shot down 1n the case of a refusal....

i?:“But a- c1v1llzed natlon does not shoot down passenger planes...lt is an act”
. of unjustifiable violence. .1t is the typical product of Soviet paranola
'Z'rand of our tlme....It strengthened Reagan and weakened Andropov. S

.”:Ar“Sympton of Exce351ve Nervousness of SOVlet MllltaIY

was a Soviet act of barbar-—

s,

'-1

7"There Is No Justlflcatlon

. " ".Fdiﬁafsai&“'”Tﬁereiiedﬁeﬂf

CoIne an edt1t0r1a1 headed Brutallty and Stupldlty, _
L 3ust1£1cat10n for the extreme measure of the attack and the shooting down. o

. 'of a civilian plane, particularly in peacetime.

t: which is the more deplorable. aspect ‘in this episode: the brutaltiy w1th

" . which almost 300 lives were eliminated or the cold war stupidity which
" leads those’ respon51ble-for the scurity of a- superpower to percelve enemy
. n'hf\sl-s even in a naacafyl Pasqehoor nlane. : e R

=

5..-.- e e e

e cohouézh

-
ey -

:-"Incredullty Turned Into Indxgnatlon and Horror

”"fClaudlo Abramo,'wrltxng from Parls, Sald, “The crlme—commztted aga1nst ;
" defenseless plane will have more serious consequences for . ‘the USSR than he o
. invasion of Afghanlstan ‘and  the direct intervention in“Polang. "It is a.
'5%‘symptom of the excessive nervousness of the Soviet: mllltary command and
.Jreveals a profound tenSLOn and latent 1nstab111ty. S T e

BRI

It is dlfflcult to know

-Headllnes in Bogota yesterday 1nc1uded "Ru551an

Airliner” (El Tiempo), "Cowardly Soviet Massacre” { EL Espectador), "Sov1et
—— .

-L‘AhmFlghters Knock Down a Korean.Plane With 269 Per
' wide Consternatlon Over the Ru551an"nassacre

. usIa/p/RM -
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S Down a Commerc1al

sons (El Siglo) and “WOrld—
(La Republlca),._ .




[: off1c1als-:

" World Tension; US. Calls Act 'Repulsive and Inexcusable,.
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f_VENEZUELA

i

'Papers throughout the country yesterday carrled the 1nc1dent as a front—
page lead story. . Coverage was limited to -wire service dispatches.
‘Headlines ‘included "U.S. Demands Soviets Explain Attack on Jet (The Dallx
Journal), "Red Alert 44 Years from W@ II, Moscow Does Not Answer Washing-
"~ ton" (Ultimas Noticias) and "Reagan Seeks Explantion -from Moscaw for' '
Destruction of South Korean Airplane: 269 Passengers and Crew Dead” (El

' . Nacional)s There were no edltorlal commentary or statements by publlc N

.ZSiJ¥Rad10 and TV ‘coverage was ' extensive. - TV reports generally StrESSEd ‘that

" there. was great.consternatxon-ln governmental and publlc sectors 1n the_-}‘
TUnlted States. : p .

-1?'"Transgress1on Inc1tes World Ten31on

‘IMedla reglstered shock and harsh condemnatlon of the Sovzet actlon. ‘Widé-“:

-circulation pro-Government Expresso headlined: "Transgression Incites
. '" and the nass
'-c1rcu1at10n tab101d Extra had “World Indlgnatlon over USSR’ Crlmlnal AttacP.

Exceptlon to this type of condemnatlon ‘of the Sov1et act1on came from pro—

- Communist Diario de Marka, which buried the story on page 12 under the

~-headline “South Korean-Plane With 269 Passengers Has Not,Appeared- o

-SfECUADORfJL“

“--f_“Ecuador Rejects the Sovxet Union" 'h -;;,5 fi_:!“

“Newspapers in Qu1to and Guayaqu1l yesterday gave front—page coverage to .
wire service stories.’ Independent—llberal Hoz headllne stressed “World )
Tension Over the Attack.

Conservatlve El Tlemgo, in an artlcle headllned "Ecuadcr Rejects the Sov1et
Union," quoted Ecuadorean Foreign Minister Luis Valencia as saying that "no
type of argument.can serve as Justlflcatlon for the attack on a commercial
aircraft whose exclusive function is the tranSport of passengers, eVen 1f
~it was follw01ng a mlstaken route or was 1ost. :

 USIA/P/RM
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Newspapers in Argentlna, Bollv1a, Chile, Uruguay and Paraguay gave frdﬁt_
" page. ‘coverage to w1re serv1ce storles. There were no comments except 1n -
'_Asunclon. : - . . BT el

EARAGUAY.{_U .

L“Deserves Ehe Label of 'Repu131ve and Inexcusable

e «..-,,-‘._.-.
e A

'Major'c1rculatlon .ABC Color of Asunc1on 1n an ed1tor1al yesterday'descrxbed
_the.act:as."coolly. delxberated.. ‘Under . these terms we- are,- therefore,’ and"~'.
- without any doubts, fac1ng a’ crueI act’ of war done while' at peace.. The |
ﬂ'add1t10nal circumstances- ‘that 1t was done to a commerical -airliner .’ ;;vygﬂ
;,1ncapab1e of defending: Lself, make it a crimnal. act...that well deserves
;the label of: repﬂlSIVE and 1netcusable g1ven by Mr. SHultz.:f R

el

TSecond largest cxrculatlon E_l oted that.”these 1nnocent dead...w1ll sleep
in an unknown ‘tomb without. the. statements of even one of these groups- which -
. spécialize in weakening democracy ‘saying one word: But thls 51lence is '“;"
]also eloquent...and wlll make people thlnk.:fn.,;{ s it e v e

f;Trlbuna in a. front—page comment sald, “Manklnd frlghtened by an act that e
ST _reVeals such abominable wickedness, cannot escape the consternatlon
ﬁz{;provoked by such an act-of 1ncred1ble belllc051ty 1n peace tlne. -

“Such Instances as ThlS Make Us Fear For ;omorrou 3Ig”ﬁf€f7i55‘if"ii

:Chllean TV and radio commentators condemned the Sov1et attack. Santiago's
Channel 13 in an international news commentary on Thursday night asserted Y
‘ that "the fact that the Soviet Union should have shot down an unarmed ' ‘
-comnmercial plane with 269 people aboard is, in itself, deplorable. o
. ‘However, what makes it particularly condemnable is that it was not a . . . -

t:question of a’ SOVlet m13511e fired by mLstake agalnst an unldentlfled

‘target. BT J;:_”“é R ;_1:_3_3 o D fL I

'wﬁ“Qulte the opposzte...they kneu perfectly well that 1t was unarmed non-
~:military airxcraft and, 1n spite of- this, they fired a m1s51le agalnst

.;1t....Such 1nstances as thls make us fear for tomorrow...
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“We Do Not Remember a Subhuman Act of Similar Magnitude"

Leadihg La Nacion of San Jose in an editorial yesterday said, "We do not
remember in recent history a subhuman act of similar magnitude; a sxgn so .
evident of the disregard for human life, an arbitrariness so naked.
Everyone--governments, organlzatlons and c1tlzens ought to raise thEII
v01ces in condemnatlon- e .

La Republica in an edltorial'wrote, "All humanity, including the Sov1e£
people, have to react with indignation and horxror in the facae of this..
savage act, and ought'to be pained to the core of their being that there zs'
an attempt to hid the .crime.committed, denylng the facts and eludlng the;-
"punlshment that its-authors deserve.?

"More leely It Was a Local Dec131on" _; A - -‘i"k_;;3'f

Op9051t10n_La Prensa yesterday ran a commentator by the writer Guilleﬁmo
Sanchez who said, "I do not think Soviet leaders ordered the attack on the
Korean aircraft. It is more likely that it was a local decision.”

NICARAGUA

“The'United States Made a "Strange Comoléint" :
: o S
Sandlnlsta TV news totally 1gnored the incident on Thursday evening. Pro—
. Governmetit Barricada and EL Nuevo Diario yesterday gave low-key coverage
’ featurlng a TASS report.

'"1-FSLN organ Barrlcada, in a locally—wrltten lead, sald that events sufround-
1ng the incident were still "unclear," but that the United States had nada .
a “"strange complaint"™ which seemed the "artficial creation” of a doubtful

diplomatic - 1nc1dent..1.

Papers in El1 salvador and Honduras ran front-page headlines over the story.
.There has been no edltorlal comment to date.
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