Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/06/26 : CIA-RDP91-01355R000400080010-7

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

SUBJECT: (Optional)

Monthly Report -- London Bureau

FROM:

Chief, Operations Group

EXTENSION

NO. -

]

DATE

February 1988

T10:

building)

{Officer designation, room number, and DATE

OFFICER'S

RECEIVED

FORWARDED

INITIALS

COMMENTS (Number each ¢ nt to show from whom
to whom. Drow o line across column after each comment.)

v

ool

8%k

z//”/

SA/CD |
a&c [E+Ps

12 (e

C/AS

11.

C/B&F/AS

12

C/Ops g
B;Q—C/Eaps 2$W M
) DD/TBIS Z /LL}(: &
) D/FBIS Y4
" po/ra 3 /&ﬁ /@,\/7
5. (%

4
@ ;
W

13.

14,

\v

1

C/AG

k3

5.

Exec. Reg.

-

'ég,/ét

i T3 o~ B

STAT

FORM
1.79

610 oo™




e
|
|

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/06/26 : CIA-RDP91-01355R000400080010-7

L3

3 March 1988
FBIS-4409-88

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Foreign Broadcast Information Service

FROM : Chief, London Bureau, FBIS
THROUGH : Chief, Operations Group
SUBJECT : Monthly Report -- London Bureau -- February 1988
I. GENERAL
1. While the dollar made some gains against the pound early in the

month in the wake of threatened industrial action in the UK and
positive U.S. trade figures, it soon began a gradual slide
ending the month at almost $1.78 to the pound. The bureau has
tightened its belt another notch.

2. As a followup to the 1987 coordination meeting, the BBCMS
general manager has proposed formation of an FBIS-BBC
terminology coordination working group chaired by the assistant
head of the BBC's Reception Department. FBIS, in agreeing to
the proposal, suggested a 6-month trial period after which a
final decision will be made on its usefulness. Chief/PMU and
the chief editor will represent FBIS on the group, which will
hold its first session on 10 March.

3. On the modernization front, BBC has announced that the new
automated system will not be available for training purposes
until November 1988 or later owing to software development
problems. The system, scheduled to be operational by the summer
of 1989, is now expected to come on line even later. BBC,
bowing to budgetary pressures, is also taking a second look at
its renovation/rebuilding planning. A final decision, which may
alter plans for the elevator, cafeteria and the club, is
expected in 3 months. The impact of this development on timing
for the bureau consolidation and renovation is still unknown.

II. OPERATIONS

A. Editorial/Monitorial

1. When serious rioting broke out in Armenia toward the end of
the month, BBC picked up some Nicosia coverage to free
Nicosia's Persian monitor to cover Yerevan Armenian
newscasts. BBC's Armenian monitor, who was on leave and
out of contact when the crisis broke, was later dispatched
to Nicosia to lend that bureau on-site coverage support.
London Bureau and BBC were included in the Wire thanks to
Nicosia for its coverage of events.
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The editorial section continued to be plagued with TASS
garbling problems during the month. The garbling is the
result of the unannounced installation of a 300-baud TASS
circuit and the need for all TASS items to be converted in
London to 50 baud for feeds to the BBC. BBC efforts to
have British Telecom upgrade its circuit to 300 baud have
been unsuccessful to date.

The problems with the TASS circuit were particularly
noticeable during the 18 February Gorbachev speech to the
CPSU plenum. The garbling, combined with erratic behavior
on the part of TASS and BBC failure to begin timely
processing of the voice version, resulted in consumers not
having the fullest version of this important speech until
the next day when it was processed by PMU from PRAVDA.

PMU had another busy month highlighted by extensive
processing from the CPSU plenum, including 21,000 words of
Ligachev, 18,000 words of Gorbachev and a complicated
resolution on education. Another highlight was PMU monitor

| rapid translation of a 24 February STAT

LITERATURNAYA GAZETA article on Khrushchev, which received
heavy play in the western press the following day.

BBC announced during the month that Chief Russian Monitor
Graham Poole will be leaving in early spring for a 6-month
rotation at Bush House. This will be a loss for the
bureau, since Poole has been very effective in meeting

editorial needs.
1]

B. Coverage

1.

PMU has assumed coverage of the Soviet weekly ARGUMENTIY I
FACTY, which has recently appeared in pressfax version on
the 53E Gorizont satellite. In addition to covering this
new source, PMU is also pouching a copy to Analysis Group
on a weekly basis.

INTERNET: Final details were worked out with the BBC on
installation of a BBC-owned and maintained steerable
Ku-Band satellite antenna. Once this is installed it will
be placed at FBIS' disposal, unless needed by the BBC, for
access to West European satellites in the 13E to 8W arc to ;
monitor newscasts for Internet feeds. Based on current \ u),#l .
data on hand, the bureau should be able to provide \\>hmﬁf”“7
Headquarters consumers live feeds of West German ZDF, e

Italian Rai Uno, Spanish TVE-1 and French Antenne-2 main//li:;aiza\
evening newscasts. Zg

C. Lateral Services

At the request of SHAPE Belgium, PMU filed the text of an
interview with Soviet Air Defense Commander Tretyak published in
the 21 February MOSCOW NEWS. A 15 February PRAVDA item on
UK-FRG-French arms ties was refiled to the American Embassy in
Paris at the request of local embassy consumers.
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D. Communications

After extensive work to update the lateral services data base,
the new 2.0 version of BACH was operational at the bureau
effective 17 February.

E. Technical

1.

STAT
STAT

After extensive coordination among the bureau, Headquarters
and BTI, the noise problem on the Internet wideband fax
circuit was finally resolved on 5 February with the
completion of an equipment reconfiguration at Madley. The
bureau is continuing to check the circuit periodically and
to await word from Headquarters on the start of live
pressfax feeds.

Bureau engineers, working with the BBC, completed a cable
run between the pressfax area and the Internet termination
room in preparation for installation of a new phone on the
Internet orderwire and connection of the narrow-band fax
machine. Bureau engineers also did some preliminary work
to install the new orderwire equipment in preparation for
the arrival of OTI engineer| |on 1 March. Thanks
to bureau engineet | efforts in getting BBC
agreement to allow bureau engineers to lay the necessary
cable, hundreds of dollars in outside contract installation
fees were saved.

In addition to the abovementioned cable runs, substantial
progress was made during the month in laying new cable runs
from the FBIS autodin room to the BBC apparatus room in the
new annex and to the Internet termination room in
preparation for the move of the BBC technical plant to the
new annex.

Despite a busy month with a number of projects, bureau
engineer] =~ |was able to carry out modifications to
his PMU queueing software to accommodate PMU use of split
precedences without mishap.

Islamabad: Headquarters engineer| | also had an
extremely busy month during his TDY to Islamabad to relieve
the unit chief during his 10-28 February R&R travel.
Highlights of[::::::fi}work include rewiring, upgrading the
receiver/recorder setup, rectifying a hum on the line,
installing a replacement set of receivers and working on
the backup generator. BBC has noted considerable
improvement in the line quality thanks to[::::::::]efforts.

III. ADMINISTRATION

Personnel

1. Bureau editors| | were awarded well-
deserved promotions to GS-11 effective 14 February.

STAT
STAT

STAT

STAT

STAT
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2. The bureau has begun interviewing and testing Russian,
Czech/Slovak and Polish applicants for monitorial positions at
Vienna Bureau.

3. ’ ‘Productions came in on time and under budget with
an as-yet-untitled classic piece of cinema history on life at
London Bureau. The premiere, complete with popcorn, will be on
4 March in the BBC function room. A copy of the videotape along
with a BBC film on the Monitoring Service is being forwarded to
Chief, Daily Reporting Division.

IV. VISITS
From the bureau: Senior Wireroom Shift Supervisor‘ to
Cologne Unit 9-13 February to assist with BACH and PC software
problems.
| To Islamabad: Headquarters engineer 8 February to 3
| March to cover the Unit during 5 R&R travel.
|
|
Attachments
cc: Chief, Austria Bureau
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