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FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION BERVICE
PARAGUAY BUREAU
ASUNCION, PARAGUAY

S403-88
i1 February 1788

MEMORONDUM FOR: Directowr, FRIS
THROUGH : Chief, Ooerations Group

SURJECT Monthly Report —— FParaguay Burean ——

January 15858

I. GENERAL

1. The highlight of the month was & visit from the 24th to the
26th by the Director of FRIS. who met with personnel and chserved
operations at the Bursau. The Bursau Chief accompsanied him to

mestings with U.5. Ambassador Clyde Tavlior and others high-level
Embassy officials; all of whom expressed satisfaction with FBRBISS
conparation and praise for its products.

2. At the weekly country team meesting on the 28th Ambassador
Tayvlor thankeg FRIS for its timely translation of a particularly
virulent Asuncion Domestic Service commentary attacking, the United
States and the ASmbassador, personally.

II. BFERATIONS

A. Monitorial/Editorisl

i. Form the third time in less than & vear. FParaguay Bursan
this month covered an &rgentine military cCrisis. The latest
controntation began on the 13th, when Lisutenant Eclonsl Aldo Rico,
already under arrest for his participation in last yvear 's Easter
wEsk crisis, bBalked when 1t became apparent that his house arrest
status was going to be changed to "rigorous preventive detention.”
Rico and abost 20 supporiters lockaded themselves at a military
country club, and when soldiers and policemen approached the area,
they disappeared, resurfacing on the 1é6th at  the 4th Infantry
Brigade at Monte Caseros, which became the rebel stronghold. HRehel
forces also took over several othesr installations, including the
metropolitan airport in Buenos Aires. Following a 2-day standoff,
lovalist troops led by the frey chief of statf,. Gensral Joss Dante
Caridi, attacked the rebels at Monte Caseros. ffter a short
firefight in which the only casualties were some lovalist soldiers
who were injuwred when their jeep hit a mine, Rico and his followers
surrendered unconditionalilivy. The other installations were also
Fretaken.
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The Bureau filed minute-by-minute reporis on the uprising,
remaining open late for several nights, and mounting a special
Sunday day shift on the 1I7ih and a midnight shift that night. For
its efforts the Bureau received a message from the BEC stating that
"eeocoverage of continuing Rico crisis in Argentina has proved very
nseful and Lthe Bureau =3 efforts tno date have been much
appreciated. " The Wire also thanked the Bursau for its "superior
performance” during the crisis.

2. On the night of the Zist FPanams Bureau exgerienced a
total communications ocutage- In response to a reguest from the
Wire, Faraguay Bureau institutsed & backstop of Panama Bureau’'s

coverage area per S0F, and filed ssveral priority items.

B. Technical
1. After undergoing modification, an STR-7300 demogdulator
was installed in Associate ROSET rack Mo. 2 in Main Radio.

2. Bureaul technicians performed routine maintenance on the
following enquipment: Magnasynoc Moviols recorder/reproducer, cassette
recorders and transcribers,; and a Eollins 651 receiver.

C. Cruising
1. During the Argentine military crisis,; Bureau personnel
cruised for additional audible stations and newscasts to better
caver breaking developments in the rebellion. A series of media
hehavior reports was filed on the results.

2. Whern Fanama lost all commuonications on the 2ist,
intensive cruising was conducted in support of the Bureau’'s backstop
coverage. For example, when the Boootas television station listed in

the Bureau’'s backstop SOF could naE be located,; a replacement radio
newscast was qguickly fournd on the same satellite. 8n FYI was filed
reporting the results of the Bureau’'s backstop effort.

P. Personngl

1. On the 2Z6th the Bureaus got a full-{fledged "new” monitor—

trainee when former teletvpe section head ‘ STAT
successtully completed a Z—month trial period as a monitor—trainee.
2. ‘ was converted {from contract STAT

teletypist te an FBEN-S teletvpist.

-

3. The Bureau Chief on the ZPth announced the promotions of

Monitors |to FSN-9. STAT
The announcement was celebrated with a Bureau party at the change of
shift.
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ITI. VIBITS

The Director of FRIS visited the Bureau from the 24th to the
26th.

IV, COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

The Buresau Chiesf on the night of the 25th hosted in her home a
party +for the visiting FRIS director. Ambassador Tavior and other
members of the Embassy community attended, as did Bursau editors,
monitors,; teletypists, technicians, and spouses.

STAT

Chief, FHIS Paraguay Buwreau

Attached: HMonthly Production Report

b

CC: Fanama Bursau
Key West Burean
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WORDAGE FILED FROM ROSET SOURCES (JANUARY 1988)

Brasilia EBN in
Portuguese 3,300

Rio de Janeiro AJB in
Portuguese ¢ - .. 1,580

Brasilia Radio Nacional da Amazonia Network in
Portuguese : 5,000

Brasilia Domestic Service in
Portuguese 10,160

Sao Paulo Rede Bandeirantes Television in
Portuguese 0

Rio de Janeiro Rede Globd Television in
Portuguese ‘ 940

TOTAL 20,980
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