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"Lieutenant-Géneral“ *Vernon-
Walters, “deputy chief of the
Central ~ TIntelligence. Agency,
was’ here last week for a meet-
ing with ~ a ° controversial
Spanlqh general  who  was
removed from his post last year
for advocating deep reforms of
the Spanish (hctdtorshlp '

. Although it is not " known
i whetlier Walters, considered an
rexpert on Iberian affairs, met
lany members of the tolerated
, Spanish opposition, some of its
gmembers had been . quietly
falerteq that the American
fgeneral would be in Spain on
June 15, 16, and 17, and would
like to discuss current Spanish
r]owlopments and what to
expect in the post-Franco era,
*The United States is concerned
inot only about the transition,
but about the future of its mili-
tary bases here. o

Sources confirmed - that
Goneral” Walters talked with
Lieutenant-General M™Manuel
Diez Alegria, former head of
the general staff, Genoeral
Franco (82), relieved Diez Ale-
i gria-of his key intelligence and
planning post Tast  summer
after reports that he felt the
time had come to dismantle the
authoritariann régime- to avoid
bloodshed after &ranco leaves.
the scene.

“Walters has become ach\clv
interested in the Iberian penin-
sula since the -coup in Portugal
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on April 23, 1974, In Auguet
last year he vxslted Portugal to
assess the left-wing thrust of
the Portuguese revolution for
the Sccretary of State, Dr Kis-
singer. He was urged to visit
Spain's  neighhour by the
former US Ambassador, Mr
Koming Anderson, a retired US

naval admiral, who is hxs close .

“friend.
1t is not known whether

during his stay in Madrid,:

Walters saw Mr Frank Carluccx.
US . ambassador - to Portugal,
who was receving treatment in
the US hospital at Torrejon air
force base near here.

" ‘There was no indication that
Walters had had any meetings
with . right-wing  Portuguesé
cxiles living here, but the US
mtcllwcmc commumtv has
shown aninterest in Spamsh
assessment of developments m
Portugal..

. The American intelligence
ofticer, however, had mlks with
the US ambassador Mr Wells
Stabler, and with some Spanish
omcmls including Licutenant-
General Carlos Va]lespm Digz
Alegria’s successor,

Diez Alegria has a reputation
for being an intellectual, and
is a close friend of Don Tuan
Recently the politically-active
retired  officer has travelled
throughout Spain for meetings
with dissident factions. His con-

tactg include not only Saclal

-

Democrats but members of the;

democratic junta, a coalition of |-

liheral Roman - Catholics.
bankers, Iawyers, and outlawed |
Cnmmumsts He  has heen
tipped as the Prime anter
of the first post-Franco Govern-
ment, but he has disclaimed?
any such ambition. !
Sources said that the ‘Spamsh'
general  and  the  American’
general werer old friends. There
have been hints that the
Spanish  military collaborate
closely with US intelligence,
and that the CIA has obtaméd
important information from
Spanish sources about Latin
America, particularly Cuba and.
Chile. Diez Alegria was in Chile
just hefore the military coup }
against President Allende. - - |
In recent menths Spaniards, !
because of US press reports of |
CIA activities. have become’
increasingly wary of the CIA
presence in Spam Imyortant
liberal corporate lawvers, in
effect, have gone so far as io
allege that the US Chamber of
C]ommerce here was a CIA vehi-
cle .
After the Portuguese revoly-
tion 16, months ago, many
Spamazdb compared Diez Ale-
gria to General Spinola, the

~monocled cavalry officer who

became Arst President of the

’post dictatorship Lishon

régime, At the time. Diez Ale-!
gria began to receive monocles !

in his mail—Washington ,Pyst;
#
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