’ muntx:,

STAT

Approved For Release 2005/07/01 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000700060125-0

ARTICLE Al "Z'J’ﬂ’m""
ON PAGE i

v e T

-‘r.,-v

d ]
T\‘".'J

o

By Lewis M. Diuguid. .
Washimyton Post 8talt Writer -
The United &
1 mnéeded, fo support militarily the
,Br'nil* an armed forces’ ouster of the
last civilian governiment, ac-

-gording ta U.S. official do"umen«,s re
‘-cemly docl.zsghed

© possibility of 'a civil war . ..

¢ ommended creation of the logistical |
force -that ‘bhecame kanown in- declas: o
aified mili tdly cables as “Operatlon .

T 27, 1964, five days before the culmi- _

TQ

A US. naval’ task force \uth an
‘aireraft cavrier, a helicopter eavrier,
six destroyers and oil tankers was
wrdered fto take positions off the Bra-
zillan  coast duving - the 1964 coup

‘Petat-against the leftist government -

of President Joao Gouldn, the docu-
munfs show,
'lha Lth"

vere to await ordm‘s )

from the v 8. amuaasador of *he tlmp, s

Lincoln Gordon.

Gordon, who liter hecame As:,l k.
- ant Secretaryof: State

for  Latin
Ameriea, denied after the coup that
the Dnued States played any role.
#in denfed it again yesterday m a
e.phone interview,
“1t was . ‘contingency newr put
into effect,” he said. “We feared the
and
one side might nced some - outside.
help.

As a result,.

Gmdon‘swid “he rec-

Brother Sam.”, - v .-
. 'The douumnts show tu:zt ou \Lzuch

nation of the coup, “Gordon cabled
Secretary of State Dean Busk

. t‘xe probable leader of the military

1

taking power;'would he Gen, }Ium-
berto Castelio Branco. : B

Gardon’s military. attache was Ge-n ’
friend’ of”

Veraon Whalters, a. close .
Gen. Castello Branco, who beeame
president of PBrazil, Walters has ac-
<knowledged breakfasting with

presidency

““In “the- cables now m'rck. pubhc E

Gmdon refers to Walters as being
‘very well mforme( » W altnxs retired ,

“Approve

States was prepared,

that -

Cas- -
“tello Branco on the moraing affer the'
- eoup and urging lum to assume ther-
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THE WASHINGTON POST
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Brozil

..,z,' :

xecmtly as sccond-m—(,om.navd of the
CIA. .

" The coun came after the turbu]ent
ride of Goulart., In the March
ble to Rusk, Gordon said Coulart
was seeking “dictatorial powers, ac-

cepting -.he active participation of the

Brazilian Communist Party.” - -

The Brazilian armed forces rallied
“overwhelmingly behind the coup lead-’

;_en, and- on April 2, Gordon cabled

-his recommendation that the John-
son ‘administration caﬂ ofJ: Opem*ton
Brother Sant.

- The documents wete publisiie d by’
the Rio de Janeiro newspaver-Jornal

' o do- Br'ml in ity editions of Dae, 1&20

“As an accompanying article ex v)huncd
the daily’s correspondent was “‘able to
-ropy a good patt of ther, at 15 cents

each” in the Lyndon Bainzs Johnson |

'L'bra"'y at the University of Texas 1n
" Austin.

John Faweett, archlvut of the LBY
library, saild thab a 1972 executive or-
der provided for release after 10 years
‘'of the lata president’s papers on re-
guest following review by the orizinal

. classifying agency.

Tha initial request for declassifica-
tion. was mada by Phyllis Parker, a
grzduate student in Latin American
studies at the University of Texas, for
a dissertation she has not yet pubiished.

An alert Brazilian editor reading a.

University of Texas publication noticed
that decuments about Brazil had been
cdeclassified, Hea ent a repmter ’co xcad
them.

Brazil’s press h'm bean or evmudv aun-
-der intenss censorship. But the censor-

ship has loosened considerably for |
major daily -newspapars considerad |
relatively “safe” by the military gov.

,_ernmant

Several scholarg speclalizing m Bva-_

gillan studies—who are mesting now

in Washington in conjunction wiih the |

American Historial Association — exs

pressed. surprise : that the .documents.

showing U.S. intimacy with the 1964
coup at its outset could be publxabed
in Brazil.

The Jornal stor les emphasjz'ed that

the documsnts were made public by |

the U.S. government. A retired mar
shall who took part in the coup,

27 ca-

Military Alr Transport Service to ap-

-.chan-man of tha Joint Chiefs of Stoff.

n New Jersey by the following day=

"south hefore cancelatmn of the opara-

.Btate Department, several sections of i

Figuiredo Lrltmzml the involvement !
of the U.S. Navy. It was not clear to'!
what extent the Brazilian armed fore-:
¢3 were consulted beforehand by the
Americans.

A typical doenmeant, originating with
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and lebuled
“top secret,” was marked for cirevla-
tion fo .the participating U.S. Air
Foree - unity and says the nickname
Brother Sam “applies only to that part
of the Alr Foree task force activaled
- . . for total logistical smpmt to
Brazil.”

Gordon, ‘asked about t!‘e orwm of
the Brother Ssm nickname.. said he
could mof recall its use at the time.
e discounfed sp=culation that the
name peferrad to Presideni Johnsor's
brother, Sam THouston Johnson, and
suggested 1t mwnt be a pun on Uanle
Sam.

“I dow't think FPresident Johnann
was really. perwonany inv Ohec. * said
CGordon.

Ancther Joint Chisfs messaze rho
rects the comruanrder of the Air Foree

point “Maj. Gen. George S. Brawn
mission ecommander for - project i
Brother Sam.” Gen. Brown is-nowj

The documents released do “not’
moke clear how many, If any, combat
troons were assignad to the operation.
The Atr Force was azsigned on March
31 to provide six C-133 fransports to |
pick up 110-toas of small arms and i
ammunition—avhich the Army was to ¢
assembla at MeGuire Alr Force E'aae

“for onward movement as dn‘ected s
by the Joint Chiafa of Staff. ’
The planes apparently did rot Trcaxl

“tion April2. . . .- :
- Distribution -of the:e dpploym*nf
messages includaed; the White FHouss, !
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‘coverage as confirming that the US|
“task force was posxfioned off Brazﬂ




