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Nicaragua’s case against US in World Court
Even if Sandinistas win, Congress unlikely to alter US policy

By George D. Moftfett il
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Washington.
Nicaragua may stand to win public rels-
tions points abroad in its case against the-
United States at the World Court.
But despite allegations that the US is seek-
mgtooveﬂhmvt.heSandxmstagovemment,
the case is not likely to have much effect
where Nicaragua needs it most — in the US
Ommumihmunoncumdlmluydnz
facadwthmthAfnca,trade and the com-
ing superpower summit, congressional inter-
est in Latin America, for now, at least, has
taken a sharp downturn
Nicaragua resumed its legal offensive
agamst the US lut.week charging the US
with “‘state terrorism’ in providing aid and or
gamzanonal adee to antigovemment rebels,
or ‘‘contras,” operating from bases in Hondn-
rasandCosta
InbeshmowymdnyaF‘rux:hRomanCathohc
priest who taught mursing at a school near the Honduran
border said that the contras have created an ‘‘atmo-
sphere of terror’”’ in northern Nicaragua and graphically
described alleged attacks against women and children.
Nicaragua's legal team, headed by Harvard law
Prof.Abram Chayes, is seeking hundreds of millions of
dollars in compensation for lives and property lost in
conmatbacksdunngthepastfouryeus
But responding from Wi Reagan adminis-
tration officials cite what they call a mountain of new evi-
dence confirming longstanding charges that Nicaragua
has been exporting its revolution.
In a controversial move last Jamary, the administra-
t:onannouneedrtsrefusaltoparhmpatedu'ed.lymthe
saymgt.heumeatmkem ‘political”’ and not
“legal and charging that Nicaragua was using the court
— known officially as the International Court of Justice
— for “‘political and propaganda purposes.” The decision
was widely criticized as a challenge to the principle of the
rule of law in international affairs.

training
foroesandthe&lnuhxpmmtofSovntandCubanarma

Responding to Nicaragua’s charges before the World
Court, administration spokesmen say US support for the
contras was taken in legitimate self-defense in response
todocumentedeffortsbytheN’mguangovemmentw

ican countries

Last week, the administration released a report it says
contains new evidence to back up its claims. The 130-
page document, which administration spokesmen ac-
knowledge was timed to rebut Nicaragua's case before
the tribunal in The Hague, cites what it calls ‘‘sustained
(Nicaraguan] effommovu'thmworinﬁmidateothc
governments’’ through the arming and of leftist

andthe wshmoqy of

_Tormation. mpﬁn'ed
glmnlhdefectorsfmmElSalvador.

The report says that faced with mounting evidence
that Nicaragua was seeking to export its revolution, the
US was gradually forced to replace its *‘positive relation-
ship” with Nicaragua with a policy of providing direct
assistance to contra forces. Such support, the report
says, is not ‘‘the action of one government determined to
destroy another,”” but rather an effort to “persuade an
Wgovemmenttoeeasextsunlawﬁllmmﬂwq,
terestofregmnalpeweandsecunty

But lawyers for Nicaragua eontendthatoverthmwmg
t.heSandmmtagovmmantlspmselythemmofUS

be says,

objective ‘‘[as we were mpeafteNdly told in pnvata], was to
ert.hro t.he vernment of Nicaragua.” .
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lation of mternahonal lavu which forbxds the threat or
use of force against another state except in case of war.
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