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Arms to El Salvador:
Look Who’s Talking

ﬂ;eargtmtoverwl;eﬂmﬂ:e&xﬂi\'stasmptoviding"

arms, training, and command and control to guerrillas in Ei Sal-
vador has reached absurd proportions.

lnmomtweehlettuslnveappuredmth’spagefmn'-.

David MacMichael, Paul Reichler and Wayne Smith claiming

that there is no evidence to support the claims of the adminis-
tration and the governments of El Salvador, Costa Rica and ..

Honduras,

The position of Nicaragua's attorney, Paul Reichler, is clear. '

In a session with journabists at the Nicaraguan Embassy last

August,hestatedﬂlathehadtoldDanielOmgaﬁntifﬂlead-f
ministration was correct in its assertions, he could not take °
Nicaragua's case to the Worid Court. Ortega assured him that -
the charges were untrue, and Reichler accepted Ortega’s assur-" -
ance. Reichler chooses to believe Daniel Ortega and not the

president of the United States.

DavidMacMidnelpmnmuanmmﬁated—ndh.~
many ways more pathetic—case. Trading on what has become -

a_near obsession in the United States to
thedandent and secure in the that as a matter of

b themmnotmnmtmdnwork

sional dissident guru, cites the cables he saw
while he headed the U.S. interests section in Cuba, also some
four years ago. What the average layman might not know—but
which Smith surely does—is that while Smith was privy to

some information of the type he describes, he had access to °

only a limited amount.

date Ortega and calling attention to Reichler’s credulity

In fact, the U.S. government has long stated that the weap-'
ons flows to El Salvador have shown periodic increases and de- -

Guatemala, .
If Reichler, MacMichael, and Smith wish to continue to op-

pose U.S. policy toward Nicaragua, that is certainly their right.” -|
Butifﬂnylwpetobeconviuing.ﬂxeywuﬂdheweﬂadvhedto\_

—Gregory Lagana

The writer is acting director of the Office of Press and ﬂtblic' X

stop denying the obvious.

Affairs for the State Department’s Bureau of Inter-American
Affairs. _ .
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