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‘Contras’
strategy:
Push for
Managua

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras
— First, say the “contras,”
come guerrilla attacks, then
possibly holding Nicaraguan
territory and finally an assauit

on Managua,

With a boost from $100 mil-
lionin US. aid, that’s the strate-
gy the contras — the guerrillas
fighting the Nicaraguan Sandi-
nista government — have
planned for winning their war.

“We will be in Managua by
the end of 1987,” predicts
Frank Arana, spokesman for
the Nicaraguan Democratic
Force, the largest of the contra

groups.

The immediate contra
needs: small cargo planes, anti-
helicopter rockets and money
to expand their fighting force
from 18,000 to 35,000.

If the war turns in thel: fa-
vor and they’re able to hold
Nicaraguan territory, then

anti-tank

the aborted Cuban
invasion, former President
John F. Kennedy decided
against sending U.S. to
rescue the U.S.-trained-and-
expatriates.

“Kennedy said no,” said
MacMichael, who then waved
his hand in the direction of the
met: Home.x

“But I don't think anyone
would give odds that these guys
would say no.”
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