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ugene Marino - 7 mmaﬁgothinmo,teol- '
:o'mo!enl and cmom:o‘ students, said Prof. Wiley
Tom Johnson, a 22-year-old math director of the Center
major at Rochester Instituteof, - for Science and Tech-

Technology, helped develop 4 com-
puter model for a new war game a
couple of years ago. ,

’l%n game wasn't for fun. It was
for the Pentagon — and classified.

Geoffrey Welch, anothes 22-year-
old math major at RIT, per ormed
accuracy studieq for the Trident nu-
clear :jn;xlc Thase. standwg md:g;&-
statis resegrch and writing -
pettér programs for simulated flights.
His work also was classified.

operative tign student. Weich
spent four quarters gt the Naval
Surface Wesporss Cnter as a co-op.
Neither isia raritgon RIT’s cam-
pus theso ditys. = = .\
Rl;‘.co-h? studeﬂ: ~ juniors and
senigrs who alterna _
Pl b’ otk wIEK G~
study — are going to work for U.S.
intelligence-gathering and .
research agencies in numbers that.
might shock their older brothers a‘nd
sistery from the Vietnam W:%ri.h-_
Those numbers put RIT inac
with enly a handful of schogls in the
natios. ) :

In-the last year and a half, about
30 RIT co-op students havd gone to
work just for the National Security
Agency and the Central Intelligence
Agency, said George T. Georgantas,
a professor who is head of the .
math department.

Four ot flve other de_feexise re(-1
seazch agencies are actively an
susceesfully recruiting co-0p
students.

The students, most from com-
puter science, math,
and imaging programs, e in-

volved in work :
tology studies for the )
curity Agency to p wrd
analysis for the CIA to of

kitchen facilitiff"TO"tH Army.
Many of these students go on to
work full-time for a defense agen-

[

ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT & CHRONICLE (N

RIT students

nology. The canspus is “quite con-
servative,” said Angela Strode, a
senior who is chairmaes' ofthe Stu-

demmymm.p

ernmant.

and governmental, find 8 ca-
reer-oriented students attractive
because of tlhn edellnphnis the schoq)
puts on applied leaming.

The agencies with the moét ac-

tive, organized recruiting offorta..

are the NSA and the CIA, said.
Beverly Gburski, %;Tm of the
€0-0p program at ,

The NSA is probably the most
secret agency in the U.S. govern-
ment. ltowesitaexism:;etoa
top-secret order signed by Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman in 1952, Its
.mission is twofold: to secretly
fathor intelligence through techno-
ogical means, such as satallite
uve-dxotgging systems, and to
gr:lnect government’s confiden-

ial messages through encryption.
The NSA is based at Fort Meade,
Md., and has listening posts in
many nations.

Recruiters faom-the NSA and
CIA visit the RIT campus twice a

‘%ach and give presentations
'g:d. interestad students, Gburski

RIT’s co-op programn.That would
transiats to about 12 to 15 sty-
dents, becsuse a placement equals
one three-month stint and one
studeat often takes more than’one
in a year.

AN NSA SPOKESMAN, who
said his name could not be used in
print in ion with the agen-
¢y, said there were “a lot” of RIT
students in the NSA’s co-op pro-
gram. Schools typically have two
or three or, at most, five students
in the program, he said. About 300
students from 50 or so schools are

Because much of the work co-op in the NSA’s program at any one

students do is classified, the agen-

gime.
cies perform a thorough security Robert Chico, the coordinator

check on them before they are ac-
ce) for employment.
%agenciu themselves prgbav
bly find RIT students “to their
taste” because the students are
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for student programs at the CIA,
said a “good number” of RITYNE
dents were in the CIA’s

RIT had 10 placements there in
the 1984-1985 school year. Chico

v

would say only that “several hun-
dred” students were in the CIA’s
program and that they represent a
cross-gection of

sgencies on the RIT campus are:
© The Naval Surface

Center ins Dahlgren, Va., m

White Oaks, Md., which had 15

00-op placements from RIT in

1984-85. It has about 225 students

overall.

- ‘iisdg:eygpmon sz

t Center
WJ., which had 14 RIT

) bn. It had between 20 and
100 studints overall..

* TheUS. Army’s Conade
Analyuig’ in Bethesds, Md.,
which wm 10 RIT students
10651006 scioct yoar acsoriing

1 year, accordi
to Johnson, the' math major who
worked there.

*« THE VAST MAJORITY of

3 3000 co-op students find

york with private loyers. In

1984-1968, for there were
almost 4,600 placements of RIT
co-op students overall. The five
most active defense agencies re-
ceived 78 of those placements,
Salem said.

Though RIT is well represented
in the co-op programs of these de-
fense agencies, it apparently is not
disproportionately represented if
RIT’s technical orientation and
the size of its co-op program are
taken into account.

Drexel University in Philadel-
phia has a similar technical orien-
tation and a larger co-op program,
one with more than 4,000 stu-
dents. It sends what appears to be
a much larger number of co-op
studerts to these programs. In
1984-1985, 43 students worked for
programs just within the Depart-
ment of Defense, including 17 at
the NSA, said Gary Hamme, head
of the center for cooperative edu-
cation at Drexel. A total of 278
other students worked for a wide
range of other defense-related
agencies.

Northeastern University in Bos-
ton, on the other hand, has 9,600
students in its co-op program, but
has a liberai-arts orientation. It
sent no students to the CIA in
1984-85, two to the NSA, none to
the Concepts Analysis Agency and

wdinued
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