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- and had allowed the Nationalist Chinese: on;.Talwan to buy_

: military aircraft far more modern than any,
possessed by the mainland Chmese._ szeagor

' mgton about what would have happened... ...

“than the United States does from the US-Chi-

¢ thing it likes to Taiwan and the men in Pekmg will do noth-‘

. China experts in the State Department and at the Central
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Why us handles Chma with care;

W e wili never lmow what would have happened it Presx-
dent Reagan had-decided to. -ignore warnings from Peking

. There are two schools-of thought m»Wash-

- One- school, mostly - among . -Republican
politicians, argues that China - gains -more’

nese relationship. Therefore, the adherents of
this- school think,. Washmgton can: selt any--}
ing but huff and puffi-es oo i o - R
The other, dominant school wluch mcludes most of the

Intelligence Agency, worries very much about what might

.have nanpened 1t holds thal an era of American foreign

.policy. dating from President Nixon's trip to Peking in 1972,
. . might haye gone down the drain. It might even have meant
.a new regime in China ‘seeking to return to the old days of

B} They thmk these others are active’ behind the scenes and
* would, if the opportumty occurred be dehghted to’ undeb
., mine or unseat Dengw ECHIC SN SO A ,

T\ the Chinese-Soviet allxance-§ T

The professional” worry. was ‘Based .on

i dom.bt that the polmcal situatxon in China has

yet sett’led down into a Iong—term post-Mao
‘pattern. They think that there are political

. elements ‘left over. from.the’ "great “Cultural
.Revolution,”_ the. “Red -Guards,” "and the
““gang of. four" who are dissatisfied with the’
present system dominated by Deng Xiaoping.

~Might they- have unseated h1m thh that
.- That depends on how solxd or-weak is-the+
*inot be judged witlr confidence in Washington,

* But there Svas certamly a nslrmherent mthe
‘decision. Ll

‘of the Soviet Union and China. .-
"'~ does gain the most from the consequences

*. -Itiseasy and perhaps comforting i in Wash- :

Deng is the political-heir of‘Chotr En-lal
-who masterminded’ the‘turn away from'the-
ideological radicals of the Cultural Revolu-
tion. It was Chou, aided by: Deng. ‘who -ex-{~.

. ecuted the reopening of relations with the US."| ~
Chou and Deng were the pragmahsts who felt-
that' modernization of China was more impor-;
tant.than 1deolog1cal purity: So’ long‘as Deng;
is the real power in Peking; iti9 likely-that
relations with the’ us will be kept reasonably
friendly and easy." " * iRt ad i

But what if the pohtical descendants of the
gang of four should’ manage to topple Deng in<

a palace revolution? A M ey ]

Certamly no one in the outside world can
be sure of the answer. If the- ““‘gang™ ‘came]
back. there-would not necessanly be a re-
opening of Chinese, relations<with ‘Moscow.

But the ideologues of the radical left in China

are passionately anti-American. It seems un~

o If Mr. Reagan in Washington had decided
to sell the latest American military weapons-
‘to Taiwan, the enemies of Deng would have
Jhad- a ‘political ‘weapon to use against him.

weapon" RN

Jpolitical ground in Peking: That matter can-

- Had 1t gone ir favor of dispatching’ the
modem weapons to Taiwan, the pattern of
tworld relanons that began with the Nixon trip-
“to China might have come undone. The world'
“zould then have returned to the earlier. condij-i
‘tion in which the US faced a hestile coahtlon

*'Besides, which country — the USor Chma

-

“of President Nixon’s trip to Peking? ..-%---

‘ingtorr to think that China gains. the ‘most, ]
-hence can be treated in a cavalier- fashion.
“But there was once a time when the Sovxet
Union and China ‘were. formal allies and Mos-
cow enjoyed the dominant . political position in
the world. Its influence stretched from the
.Eibe in the heart of Europe to.the China Sea.
It ruled what the geopoliticians have long
called the “heartland” of the world.—~ - *: ™
“ During those days the US felt ‘that : xtn
needed to_be strong enough to wage war
-against China and the Soviet Umou at the
same time - and have a.little-leit over for:
: deahng with- Fidel Castro’s. Cuba if ‘worse 4
“came: to worst. The US maintained in those |
days a standing armed force of, 35 million+
men. There, was concerr lest even ¥ this " wis]
" enough to handle what might happen .’ 7~ 7+ %%
" “The world has'been a safer one for the us X
;and its friends.from the day. leon went. tou
Peking. ‘Moscow's ' military - power has- in-~
creased, but its freedom to dispose- of that.
power has declined. In the pre-leon-to-Chma
era the US had to.deploy roughly haif of its,
“military power in the Far East against China. -
- Since then it has. been able to- deploy less«
» power more flexibly. - : . <
:“**Its.armed forces are down by mote thana :
. mxlllon men from their earlier peak of 3.5 mil+"
lion. But little or nothing is. ‘heeded to watch
the Chinese. Most of it is today deployed ei-
ther on.the NATO.front in Europe or in the
‘Middle East trying to protect access to the oil {




