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WASHINGTON, Oct. 20 — The'
. same vicious virus that infected the
Nixon White House and caused its
nnnxsnowmgmgthmxghthekea-
gan Administration.

“"The press is the enemy,” Mr. Nixon
used to say. That contempt and hatred -
.for an unelected elite Jed to the bunker
‘mnemality of ““Us against Them,” and
~then-to an obsession with leaks and the
.excesses of Watergate. The same bale-

{mmoodpermeatsthcwmzeﬂouse

-andxhepmgmtnda

"his animosity toward Teporters; he -

.lnmtstopﬂvatecounselsh!sdanmu-
.ation of his earliest journalistic C Sup-".
.panexs -as *hostile.” Not ‘merely <
»“crifical” — the word-the President
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1Sés s “bostile”: They have crossed” .xmi:maed by Mrs. Thatcher’ssman-

'.ovq:mthememy.to “Them.”” . -'- -

& supine British: press .

! .agement-of
- To defeat “Them,”” he has directed .! mvwh:tlwm::owanthe:nnm-
’acammxgnnowreachmgmdo |wm the President dictated4that -

.. },-Lie Detectors. To frighten Gov-
emmemofﬁaals awaybvmreport
€rs, Mr. Reagan an order
.making it possibie for a bureaucrat to '
dunandthathxsemployes take poly-
. £rdph tests whether or not leaks have
taken place or the employees are
tmd’ersuspluon. Asked if the Admin-
Jstration would administer these ran-

“dom tests, Attorney General William

- French Smith replied, *“Why on earth
. would it do that?”” But while the head
of the Justice Department professed
‘{gndrance, Deputy Assistant Attor-
ey General Richard Willard, 35, the
.TohﬂDeanoftbeReaganAdmxmstm
tion, curried favor in the Oval Office

bytestifyingtothecontrary.
:. 2. Memoir Censorship. Mr. Reagan

goverage -of - his Grenada invasion
swould be handied exclusively by Pen-

! tagon - press agents. He not ‘only

barred the traditional access, but in

'&fecthdnappednndwmskedamy

hasorderedttmaJJGovernmanofﬁ-f
-ials be required to sign lifetime !

agreements to submit future writings

for Government clearance. This at- .

lempmed rape of the First Amend-

ment would force all outgoing office- -

-bolders to plead with their

xoents t allow the publication of
Inemoirs or informed criticism of the
‘pew_ administration’s policies. Under
Zthis rule, if President Reagan did not

dixe President Carter’s book, he could

feve suppressed it. The White House
eounse] stands inexcusably mute.

« 3. Control -of Questioning.- In seek-

ing 18 gut the Freedom of Information |
Act, in requiring all White House offi-

cials to report to a central authority
Refore returning calls from

Prs;danhasmadeapohcyohvoid-
ing questions that might show him out
of touch. Not since Watergate in 1974
has a healthy President avoided re-
mfm'askngasm Reagan did
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‘the American reporters on the scene.— -

mmmtartmswm-
munications power grab were faise.

latemrunetnthxssnde pretended
that reporting was denied because of
-concern for journalists’ safety, which
is absurd: The Reagan Administra-

-_umwaﬂdhaﬂtheobhtemnmatthe
. press corps. . Another reason ad-

vanced — — that the military was too
busy to provide the press with tender,
loving care — is an insult calculated
toenrage journalists.

Tbe nastiest reason, bruited about
~ within the Reagan bunker, is that even
amnprespoolwmudhaveblabbed
and cost American lives. Not only is
this below the belt, but beside the

point: We know that the Cubans knew

af the invasion plans at least a day in
‘advance. In fact, the absence of U.S.

- field in Grenada. -
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criti-
cxsm that the Pentagon miscalculated
and sent in a dangerously small initial
tnvasion force. The C.1.A. should have

' thadateam witha radioon thatisiand a

‘week before the landing.

What has caused the Reagan:men
to invite a war’ wn.h the .press in the
. midst of two campaigns? 1
should be writing today of .the strate-
.g:c importance of -this- timely inva-
sion, which ] favor.and.applaud ; and

“bere 1 am looking at.myold friend
Cap ‘Weinberger. with dismay..He is

upress”
. coverage, whichis a manerd -public

v, -policy,#nd —inmy sorrowiul.opinion

— lying through tight dips-about why
hehamdthepmsmmem

-}

Perhaps Capis dnven byadsn'e to
reaffirm membership in -Mr. Rea-

" gan’s Us. Since the press hates Us, he

Caspar Weinberger, with an inarticy-

can induige in the politically popular :
. batred and harassment of Them. --
Count me among Them. I wish my
former.colleagues now in the bunker
‘would remember Mr. Nixon’s words
in his farewell: ‘““Those who hate you
don't win unless you hate them ——and-

,  then you destroy yourself.” . ... =
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