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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
SECRET January 6, 1984

NATIONAL SECURITY DECISTON
DIRECTIVE NUMBER 119

STRATEGIC DEFENSE INITIATIVE (U) -

The current strategy of nuclear deterrence based upon the threat
of retaliation has been successful to date; but it is subject to a
number of destabilizing factors in.the next generation. The U.S.

arms reduction proposals. The "Soviet Union's unwillingness thus

- far to consider true arms reduttions, and its massive increases in
Strategic offensive forces have necessitated continued u.s.
actions to preserve our deterrent-capabilities. NSDDs 12, 13, and
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However, given the uncertain long-term ‘future of offensive " -_

deterrence, I believe that an effort must also be made to- identify -

alternative means’qf‘deterring;nuclear“war and protecting . our
national security*interests.‘7In’paf£icular,-the U.S."should
investigate the fqasibility‘of"éveﬁﬁually shifting toward reliance .
upon a defensive concept. Futuréudeterrence'should;*iﬁﬁpoSsible,
be underwrittenbya capability»f‘o‘d%feat alzostile“a“ttack. (S)
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New téChnologieslﬁppéér'toiofférft"é"possibility'of helping:i  ::
eventually elimirnate the most ‘destabilizing threat to'the U:S. ang
its allies, ballistic missile attack. The technology and policy

‘studies undertaken in response to NSSD 6~83 have confirmed that a

R&D and demonstration which might event
proceed with development of a ballistic
(s) S

There is also growing concern over a potential Soviet breakout -

from the ABM Treaty. Evidence of Soviet efforts to develop .a - .
ballistic missile defense capability makes it intUmbent‘upohEthé
U,S:Kto do its utmost: to acquire:i s;pwnfStrapébigydefegsg;
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options as one Possible response to a Soviet breakout. Unilateral
Soviet acquisition of an effective defensive capability would
confront the U.s. and its allies with the real threat of nuclear
blackmail ang political/military Coercion. (§)

A committed technology development and demonstration effort must
be undertaken before any decision to proceed to engineering design
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nuclear war through a greater reliance on defensive strategic
capabilities. The following actions will be implemented

immediately: (S)

1.

3.

4.

5.

The U.S. will uﬁdertake a-cbmé;eﬁqnsive program to develop

defense against ballistic missiles. _The'technology plan
identified by the DefensivéWTéchnologies Study should serve
as the generail guide fprfinitiating this program. (s)

The Department of Defense shéilfﬁéhagé‘the strategic defense
program. The Secretary of Defense shall be responsible for

level of funding requifed”eachfyéag;;o;meetApipggqggggr,

objectives and be responsible for presenting the /request to _
Congress. The Secretary'0f~DefenSe shall periodiéally'report
progress in achieving program'objgctives.to the President. (S)

The strategic défense:ihitiatiééaﬁill place Principal

The strategic defense.

_near-term deploymentEOfA;”T

nuclear if possible)as’o
Soviet BMD breakout. - (S
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6. The Seniof‘Interagency Group-Defense Policy (S1G-DP), through
an interagency bprogram of studies, will continue its effort
to define and evaluate the political ang military
implications of strategic defense for U.S. and Allied
national security and will closely coordinate its work with
the strategic defense RgD and demonstration program. = (S)

7. The Director of Central Intelligence shall increase the
phasis on our efforts to assess developments in Soviet
ballistic missile defense on an annual basis and shall also
conduct a review of the adequacy of our capabilities to
detect, analyze, and forecast developments in both Soviet
ballistic missile offense and defense technologies. . (s) J

public. (C)

This NSDD supplants previous guidance regarding the strategic
defense initiative. (U) -
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