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2 June 1986

NOTE TO: Deputy Director for Intelligence
Director of Congressional Affairs

FROM: Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: Attached New York Times Article

1. This is the article that Secretary Weinberger raised at Friday's
breakfast. I think on too many occasions we respond to questions from
the Hill in total ignorance of the fact we may be tiptoeing through a
mine field where there are grave policy disputes and issues at stake to
which we are totally oblivious. Accordingly, when we answer a straight
forward question, we inadvertently, like a dim-witted dinosaur, set off
explosions all over town. [:::] 25X1

2. Surely, there must be some way when we get Congressional
inquiries of this sort, that we can check around and find out a little
background from the policy agencies to see if we are being set up -- that
is, in our innocence and ignorance being used. If we found that the
issue involved is indeed controversial, either within the Executive
Branch or between the Executive Branch and the Legislative Branch, we
could still go ahead and prepare an intelligence assessment but consult
with the policy agency both to forewarn them and perhaps, through
consultation, minimize the damage without sacrificing our objectivity.
Let me know your views. [:::] 25X1

25X1

Robert Q} Gates

Attachment:
N.Y. Times, 29May86 Article
(CIA Disputes White House on Soviet Antimissile Gains)
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SRS Anuomes ’
C.LA. Disputes White House

On Soviet Antimissbege Gains

By WILLIAM J. BROAD The X-ray device, which has 1t

D a sharp contradi _ under development mut:e Upl;i;e; S:ta ds:itg ‘:ddlnghtg‘at ‘‘relevant classified
, focuses an avai

en bomb into beams briefing ¢ should you desire a

ln!hoorycandestroy SlneotlnSoviet Union declared its

. pre-  unilaterg| moratorium A . §, the anni-

arsenal of versary of the atomic bom ing of Hiro-

ration calls shima, the United States has an

energy weap- . :Olmeed 11 underground nuclear tests,

such devices Ian at the Nevada T, gi"
eva est Site, rated
by the Energy Department. ope

."" The
ent is responsible for the de-
sign and manufacture of the nation's
nuclear weapons,

The status of the Soviet research is
central to debates on the United States’

other advanced nuclear wea . X
Administration officials say the ;. blocking development of
American research ig intended only to ::lear-directed ene:'g'yo S(:v’::‘p;:
assess Soviet capabilities, and that the (NDEW), particularly if the Soviets
X-ray device is not meant for use in are well ahead of the U, in NDEwW
President Reagan’s Proposed ad- technologies. '
» y * *

stress is “nonnuclear." Critics say the wem'fkmm%!:mw be't‘l:ec:se ' buf
Administration wants the nucleay de-  «fthe Soviets are substantially aheag
vice for its antimissile system and that ey might be able to achieve the capa-
the Russians, who have stopped nu- bility ‘to deploy nuclear-directed

clear te:ung, are at a standstill in such energy weapons with no additional test.
research.

The Soviet leader, Mikhail §. Gorba- y C.IA.
chev, announced 2 unilateral Soviet

will be extended wntil August in the
hope that the United States would join

in a permanent ban, The Administra. \0fELIgenCE. does
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and said repeatedly that the United directed energy wea Wi t con.
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