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WHAT I3 THE RED IBTERNATIONAL OF LABOUR UNIONS?
{A short record of the 5%k World Oomgress)

The rosults of the 5th World Ooagress of the Red In-
ternational of labour Unioms held at Nosoow during August
and September of 1930 showed to wide masses of workers
throughout the world what the R,I.L.U., what the "Profin-
tera®, is, the "Profiatera® is no longer a ferelign world
to the workers, It must boooms s militant reminder for
us,

Each worker should see mow that the Red Intermstional
of Labour Unions is the only trade union Intermational
uniting the revolutiemary T.U. organisations of the whele
world; that it is the only imtermational which, wder the
leadership «f the Comintera, is fighting for the every-day
interests of the workiag olass, fighting for the achieve-
ment of that historieal task to prepare the proletariat to
destroy the ocapitalist order and establish the Proletarian
Dictatership.

the R.1.L.U., has over 18 million members im all parts
of the world, im sevaral tams of coumtries. The revolutionsry
workers € all ceuntries bslong % it ~ white, black, yellow,
red., This was clearly seem during the Oongress itself, in
the composition of the delegation,

It was
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I$ was plain $0 every participator in the Ooagress,
even at a surface glance, that rank and file workers,
from the factories and worksheps, predominated at the
Congress. The report of the Mandatory Committes only
proved this, when 1t announced that the Congress was
attended by 489 workers and 60 office workers (the com-
position of the OCongress was 638 members; 459 men and 79
women )., Imdustrially, the composition was: 133 metal
workers, 84 transport workers, B8 textile workers, 48
ainers, 29 agrioultural labourers, 39 builders, 29
shemical workers, 34 leather workers, 21 prianters, 17
wod-workers, 14 clothing workers, 11 food and drink
orkers, 10 cédusatiemal workers,8 municipal workers,
and 4 genersl labourers, There ware 17 Negro delegates
(from Afries, U.S.A., Wesd Indies and South mmerica),
ont of 638 dolegntes 4564 were eslected at the fasteries
22 rorkshlps, 38 were clected at trade union meetings,
and only 36 were olssted by the omSral T.U, orgams.
™he Negro delegates %ok an sotive part in the delibers-
tions of the Oongress; a Negro Oommission was oonvened
Miich discussed the prodlems of the Negro workers and
uade oonerete proposals to the Congress en Work among
Negro workers. These proposals were adeptedidyy the Oon-
gress, (In a later issus of the jourmal we will publish
the speeshes and comments of the Negro delegates to the
OCongress. Editer.)

The Congress summed up the results of the work and
struggle of the international revolutionary srade uniom
movement sinoce the Fourth Osngress. It reviewed and
appraised the conditions ia which the struggles of the

international
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international proletariat during this period has taken
place, It appraised the egonomic orisls of oapitalism
whioch developed during this period, a orisis of over=
production, of lowered output during the last year, in-
oreased unemploymens, and drop in international txade.

The orisis has sffected the various countries to a varying
extent, and is a WORLD economio orisis of ocapitalism,

The Oongress drew a clear pioture of the path aleng
whioh the capit=lists are seeking for a way out, to trans-
fer the cost of she orisis to other shoulders. This path
is that of intensified exploitation of the workers, speed-

| ing up labour, worsening the workdwys' sonditions, lowering
the living standards of the working olass, The Congress
pointed out that this precisely is the main line of the

' offensive conducted by capitalisa againet the working
olass., It drew a pioture of the position of the working
class in the various capitalist and ocolonial ocountries,
With the direoct or oconosaled support of the reformist
T.U. machinery, the oapitalisis and the governments are
waging a struggle %o lower bemefits, to narrew down the
circle of persons eligible to bemefits, %o prolong the
term making workers eligible to insurance-bumsfits, and
to transfer the cost of sooial inmsurance te the vorkers.

The Congress showed how the world economic orisis
1s sharpening the oontradiotions between the capitallsts
of the various oountries - ocontradictions over markets
which they require for their goods, which they all re-
quire s0 as to prooure cheaper raw materials, or which
they require as the most profisable source for investing
ocapitals, Oongress showed how, in the face for this,
with the support and assistance of the reformists, under

the
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the oloak of pseudo disarmament oontdnm. armaments
are being inoreased, one ocountry striving $o ousrace the
other and be best armed for the struggle to redivide the
markets, for the struggle against the Soviet Union, in
which the imperialists see a vast marke$, and which spells
for them the cver-strengthening fortress of the world
revolutien, |

In the reports made by Comrade Losoveky, the General
Seoretary of the R.I.L.U., and Qomrade Schwernik, the
Seoretary of the sSoviet C,0.T.U.,, as well as the numerous
spesches by the delegates, the Oongress showed how the
Soviet Union, where the working olass, having overthrown
oapitalism, taken the means of production into their omn
hands, snd having established the Proletarian Dictatore
ship, 1is following the path of the stormy growih of
soaialis$ oomstruction in industry and agrioculture, and
likewis® improving the working and living oonditions of
the workers, standing out in sharp contrast to decaying
capitalism, which is affected by a deep~geing and relent-
less economio orisis. The Congress clearly showed, and
this was confirmed by the shooketiroopers', representatives
of the largest plants in Mosoow, Kharkov, Leningrad and
other towns, who spoke at the (Oongrese, that the Five
Year Plan is being carried out with the greatest of
enthusissm; and that it will be more than carried out,
Whilst the oall t0 carry out the Five Year Plan in four
years is plain to every Russian worker, each delegate %o
She Congress, whether from capitalist or ocolonial country,
has now departed with thie as the chief slogan.

Situation
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Situation of the Workers and Peasants in
the sovist Union

The gross output of industry in 19361930 was no
less than 180% and the yield of agriculture was 114% of
pre=war,

The inorease in the gross output of industry in 1926-
1830 over the gross output of 19381839 is 37,5%.

The gross output of industry, already comprises 53¢
of the gross output of the entire national esoonomy, i,e.,
already predominates over the grose yield of agrioul ture,

The reconstrustion of agrioulture. The formation
of big Btate grain farms, already in the ocurrent year have
1,080,000 Heotares under oultivation,

On May 1st 1930 to 850 per cent of the peasant farms
in the main grain produoing districtss were organiszed in
the collective farms, whilst in the Spring of 1928 only
8% were colleotivised.

The area under oultivation in the oolleotive farms
last Spring inoreased from 1 1/3 million Heotsres in 1928
%o nearly 35 millions Heotares.

The gross grain yield in the collective farms during
the three years has increased BO-fold, and the marketable
grain yield hac inoveased more than 40-fold.

The area wnder cultivation this year was 7.4 million
heotares more than last year,

Alresdy in the current year the colleotive farms will
give more than half the total marketable grain,

Distribution of the National Inoome

Whilst the share of $he explointing olasses in the
national income in the most advanced capitalist countries

is
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is approximetely 5O% and even more, in the Soviet Union
the share of the exploiting olasses in the national inocome
18 not more than 3%,

During the last year the national income inoreased by
80%.

During the five yeare wages have increased more than
79%, being 139% of the pre-war level of real wages, whilst
if the eooialized part of wages be taken into consideration,
vages are 167Y% of the pre-war.

Unemployment

Aocording to figures for Jume 1st, 1930, snemployment
bhag been reduced by more than 700, 000.

Sinee thea 100,000 unemployed have been sent to
classes for tnmtu‘ and immediately upon completion will
Le sent %o work, The 300,000 adolescents among the une
employed are insuffioient to cover the numbey required
for the faotory training sohools in the ourrent Autumn,

In many trades there is a shortage of labour power
(turners, fitters, meochaniocs, stone masons, painters,
eleotro-technioans, stc,),

Sooial Insurance

The social insurange budget, puaranteed by the State
and the employers, h-~s inoreased from 980 million roubles
in 1927 t0 1,400 million roubles in 1939-30, and is esti-
mated at 1,800 million roudbles for 193031,

During the last two years the benelits pald out for
inespacitation amounted to 647 million roubles, and a sum
of 440 million roubles is sesigned for this purpose in
1930-31,

The
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The sum spent on benefiss to oompletely inoapacitsted
workers, and the families whioh have lost the breadwinners
is 308, 780,000 roubles, whilst it ig proposed to pend
393,486,000 for this purpose in 193031,

During the last two years 13,807,000 roubles were
spend on old-age pensions, and 1t is intend to pay out
37,811,000 roubles for this purpose in 1930-31.

I% 1s proposed to extend the old-age pensions for
workers to all branghes of industry, the penstions %o be
raised from 50% of the average wages to 60%, and the age
10 be lowered (at present 58 years),

During the last three years 494 million roubles have
been spent on maternity and childheod protection; oreches,
kindergartens, 204 million roubles; during the lest two
years the sum spent for medical insurance to insured
workers was 487,985, 000 roubles, and it is proposed for
1930=-31 to assign 433,188,000 roubles.

In 1938=30 547,000 peresons stayed in the Health
Resorts, sanatoriums and Rest Homes, and 671,000 in 1920
30, of which number 80% were faotory workers.

In addition the People's Commissariats for Health
sent 388,000 workers to the Health Resorts and sanatoriums,
Enoh worker gets 14 days vmoation on full pay, in
addition to the usual rest days, and in harmful works they

get a month's vacation,

More than 54 million roubles were spsnt on labour
proteotion 1936-89, and 79 million roubles in 1938-30,
whilst 300 million roubles are assigned for this purpose
foxr 1830-3:,

The
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The Workers' Welfare Fund (for additionsl reoquirements
%o build workers' houses, creches, olubs, eto,), in 1937-29
received assignments to the amount of 83,984,000 roubles
in 1937-28, and in 1930-30 was assigned 331,900,000 roubles,

During the three years 1,880,000,000 roudbles have been
spent on housing oonstruction for the workers,

Working Hours

In 1937 already there was no worker working more than
8 hours a day, and by My lst, 1930, 77% were already
working only 7 hours a day, whilst for workers im the
dangerous trades and for adolescents under 18 the working
day 1s of 6 hoursdwration. In 1930-31 all the workers
will be put into the sevem hour working day.

83.4% of the workers have already been put into the
five-day week, every fifth day being a rest day,

Txade Union Cultural Aotivities

In the current year the trade unions will spead
16,800,000 roubles for the stamping out of f1lliteracy and
50 million roubles for training T.U, cadres.

The total expenditure for ocultural catering to the
union membership will imorease from 1385 million roubles
in 1938-30 %0 370 million roubles in the current year,
snd 363 million roubles is the sum laid down for 1930=-31,

The workers and workers' ohildren are ensured
soholarship in the vocational schools and universities,

The line has been taken that not less than 70% of the
students in the higher educational institutions be faoctory
workers,

A% the present time more than 30,000 workers are being
trained at T.U. expense to enter the universities, The |
unions this year assigned 26,880,000 roubles for this purpess.

In
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In 1939 26 million workers attended the various
politieal, general edueational, industrial, physiocal
oulture, and other oireles in the glubs,

] L L
The Growing Oolomial Revolutionary Movement

The working masses of the colonies have entered upon
the struggle against capitalism on a widespread soale,
for the economio orisis aotually affeots the colomies,
where the already slave~like exploitation of the workers
is now being intemsified,

The revolutionary movement in China and in India, a
number of uprisings in such colonies as Indo-Chima, Xgypt,
snd many others, -~ all these are directed, in their final
aim, agoinast the capitalist system,

The Congress stressed the international oharacter of
the working olass struggle, pointing to the international
moveasmt$s whioh have taken place since the Fourth R.I.L.U,
Oongress in 1938; May lst, the international day of
struggle against unemployment on Mareh 6%h, 1630, day
of struggle against imperialist war, August lst, These
movensats were oonducted successfully despite the oppesition
of the bourgeois as well as the scoial-demoorstic gevern-
aents, ‘

With regard to the revolutionary trade unien move-
ment in the oolonies and semi-colonies, the Oongress
pointed out that the proletarist must geher and organise
ite foroes there to fight for its national and olass in-
terests. The revolutionary trade union movement in the
field is oonfronted with twe mest important tasks: the
struggle against the foreign imperialists and the struggle
for interosis of the working olass against bourgeois-
landlord oppression.
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The Oongress pointed cut the still great weakness of
the zevolutionary trade union movement in the ocolontes,
the absenoe or laock or orystallisation of the rank and
file organigzations, indetermination in the start towards
the national bourgeoisie and inabllity to fight for the
sveryday requirements of the workers,

The Congress gave direction for work in all the most
important ocolonies and semi~golonies and dwelt in espeoially
great detail on China snd India,

It stressed the exoeptionally great importsnoe of the
revolutionary trade union movement in Chiha, where the
bourgeois-landlord counter-revolution is oollapsing, where
the rule of imperislists is decaying and where the rewvolu-
sionary upsurge is rapidly geaining strength, where there
already exist a number of Sovied distriots, and where the
Red Avmy is strengthening.

THE WINNING OF THE MAJORITY OF THE WORKIRG OLASS FOR
THE IMPERDING DECISIVE STRUGGLES I8 THE FORRMOST TASK OF
THE R.I.L.Us We must not only have ideologioal, political,
influenoce over the masses, it is most imporsant to
organisationally reinforce them on our side, %o organige
them, to lead them in the offensive against ocapitelism,
Organisational weakness is still the chief defeet of the
revolutionary trade unions. This is why the Congrees had
to pay great attension to questions of the REORGANIZATION
of the revolutionary ivade union movement, THE FIFTH
OOMGRES8S PUT BEFORE THE R.I.L.We THE TASK OF TURKING THE
REVOLUTIONARY TRADE UKIONS, THE REVOLUTIONARY T.U. OPPOw
SITION MOVENENT, INTO STRONG, MASS ORGANIZATIONS., The
Oongress showed that the substance of the R.I.L.U, line
(the gist of the new taotios) is to: 1. HEAD the growing

dissatisfaction
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dissstisfaction} 2, TO CIVE FORM to the conscious smd
frequently unconscious dissatisfaction among the mnsses}
S. 70 CONSOLIDATE them on the basic of their everyedsy
requirements} 4, TO FIRMLY LINK UP the stxuggle for the
every-dsy requirements with the struggle for finel objects;
5. TO RAISE each strike to a higher levelj 6. TO TURK
every strike against the ENTIRE onpitalist system; 7, T0
ORGARIZE the megses on the bDasis of the everyday struggle,
in order % PREPARE them for the overthrow of ocepitelimm
and the estadblishment of the Proletarian Dictatership,
The Congrese and the Negro Movemem?t

The African continent is sequiring increasing import-
anoe® as sh objeat of capitalist exploitatien., The imperial-
ist powers are beginning to take inoreasing *interest” in
Equatorial Africe. Sinoe the world war efforss for
ocapitelist exploitation of the Afrieen colonies have boconme
not oaly popular in the fmperialist circles of France znd
Belgium, but are more snd more golining ground in ngland,
whioch is energetionlly exploiting Kenys, Tanganyika,
Uganda, (Xast Africa), the Gold Ooast, Ivory Coast, Nigeris,
(Yest Afriea). The United 3tates, in turn, are building
vast plans for the "peaxceful” conquest of certain terri.
tories in Afriea} Liberia (rubdber), Abyssinia, Sudan
(cotton).

The intensified imperialist pressure on these oolonies
13 meeting with prowing resistance from the toiling manses,
in particular from the labour movement (strikes ia Ceambis,
Oongo, Rhodesia, »nd elsevhers),

The

Approved For Release 2008/05/27 : CIA-RDP90-01226R000100130005-4



Approved For Release 2008/05/27 : CIA-RDP90-01226R000100130005-4

«l3=

The conditions for the labour and trade union move-
amis differ very largely in these countries. In a number
of Afriocam colonies up $111 Vory reocently the system of
slavery was very widespread. Foraed labour is still very
widely applied. And it was only reoently that *free”
proletarians appeared, snd siml taneously the eubryo of
$he trade union movement (Sierre Leone, Oongo, Mosambique).
The organisations, however, are still very weak.

The omitral task in these comtries should be to
oxganise the tndustrisl proletariat which, despite its small
numdbers, is nevertheless the main basis of the trade union
movement in these countries, Leaning on these olass
organisations of the proletarias, efforts must be exerted
to draw in the unions the day labourers and handiorafs
workers, who comprise the greater majority of the urban
proletariat in these countries,

The membership must be differentiated in the existing
oraf$ unions by gradually squeesing out the non-proletariat
elements (in the first place the small owners). it the
same time the handioraftemen and smsll traders should be
organised in cooperatives, which should be subjected to the
oconstant oontrol of the trade unions,

It is necessary to fight for the formation of unions
in which the native and foreign workers sheuld unite.

The existence of many millions of agrioul tural labours
in these oolonies makes it imperative to organize them
(first and foremost at the big plantations), At the sane time
olose oonnections must be set up between the agrioultural
workers and industrial workers to defend the interests of
the semi-proletariat elements in the villages.

In
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In view of the wmekness of the prolefariat leading
nuoclei in the trade union movement of these nhwmtries,
and the danger arising therefrom of the trade union move-
ment being distracted from the olass struggle towsrds the
nayrow poligy of bourgeois natiocnalism and class 0ollabers~
tion, the revelutionary trade union movement of these
oountries ies feoed with the vital task of training eand
creating proletarian osdres,

The omtrsl problem of the trade union movement in
South Afrioa was and still remains that of labour and the
hostile attitude whioch has been set up between ithe organi-
zsations of white, native and ocoloured workers who ocomprise
the overwhelming majority of the South Afrieam proletariat,
Acoording %o tradition the white workers look upon the
ooloured workers as soads,

NOTE: 8ee also special resolution passed by the
Congress on work among Negro workers generally. Thls
resolution has been running serially im our journal,

(Eaitor)
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