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RUSSIA CANNOT REMAIN COMMURIUTIC, IF FORKERS
ELGEWHERE DC NOT 4AID - TROTZKY

Former Leader Cuarded in Exile
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It waes my good fortune to spend three weeke with
lLeon DLavidowich Trotzky.

For this privilege I waz willing to travel the six
thousand miles from lNew York City to Turkey. From
Istsgnbul, I made the last lap in a little stesmer that
sailed out of the (olden Horn to the island of Buyuk Adas
(Prinkipo) in the Ses of Xarmora.

There, facing the sea, surrcunded by a high wall, was
the house of Trotzky.

T went to the gate. 4 swarthy Turkish speeisl officer
barredé my way.

The illusion of “vaeation" at once evaporsted. This
was rnot "vacation,” dut exile, end not only exile, but
jsil. The prisoner eouldé walk abdout, he could teke hies
boat and fizh, but always with the officers at his side.

Trotzky rents a large, pleasant two-storied house.
On the ground floor are the living quarters of those com-
redes who a8id hiz, and of the cook, a pleasant Cermsan
women. aAbove ares the guarters of his immediate family
(ineluding hie wife and grandson) and his offiee, library
snd study.

1 was taken into the stuéy where Trotzky weas working
on the seoond volume of his "Hietory of the Hussian FRevolu-

tion." “nat 1 sew was & strongzly-built, stoaky, medium-
sized figure of 53 or so,.

Exile spparently has not withered his strength, even
though the climste hae given hiz the malaria from whieh
he suffered intensely in hot weether and though he 1lg on
a diet due to stomaeh trouble.

EYES &NAF
Trotzky Is Combination of Greece snd Strength

His familiar thiok mene of hair, formerly Jjet blaseck,
is now streaked with gray. But his eyes still anap behind

the
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the thick glasses, and his firm festures hold all their
aggressiveness. The strong, well-shaped hands, broad
beck, graceful carriege, healthy, glowing tenneéd skin, the
brilliant smile that illumimes all his features, every-
thing about Trotzky suggests s eombination of grace and
strength, of brillisnce and reserve, of b1ting humor

and relentless determinstion.

He spesks slowly and decisively, like his written style, :
oompact with thought, end¢ scintillating with striking
rhirases. "The style is the man" indeed.

Trotzky showed a tremendous catholicity of views.
We talked of China, India, Cermary, Itely, Spain, amerieca,
Russia, the Fegro guestion, the lador party question in
Ameriea, the world economie cerisis, the rersonsl traits
of the lesding sotors on the “uropean politiesl etage
today, literature, military tsctics; on sll these questions
Trotzky showed himself a broadly informed man with
unusus]l penetration. I asked him:

"¥het do you think of the Germen situation?

"To me, Trotzky replied, "Cermany is the key to the
internstionsl rituation. Lot us look at the Zast - Japan
will not atteck “ussia immedimtely. In Asia things go
more slowly. Jepan will have her hands full for s while
with Yanehuris, which can well become for her what
%oroeco waz to the Spenish dynesty.

"Besides, Japan has far too much respect for the new
Red irmy of Ruseia to try wer without s guaranty from the
Yest.

"The Yest is deeisive., If the world ir to turn
Communist 1t must come from the contradietions in the
7est. Aind the key to the West, to iurope, lies in
Cermany.”

"In the faee of these sonditione, 1t is disturbing
to find that all working elses revolutions in Cermany have
been defeated, that the Communist party does not grow,
and, to esp it =ll, s great growth of Faseism is taking
rlace under the direetion of Hitler's Nazis.”

"*hat ¢o you consiler the reamn for this growth of
Foasoism?" I asked. "And what will bdecome of it2"

"Hitler in power signifies the ectusl mascseras of the
Communists an¢ their virtuel elimination, together with
the destruction of the Cerman trade unions.

"Suoh developments cut down the Communist perties
everywhers. They remove the greatest obstacle io a world
war against Soviet Russis - nsmely, the resistance of the
organized international working class.

T'REDICTE
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PRELICTS
nited Stetes-foviet Confliet

“soviet Russia cennot remain incefinitely Cosmunist
if the workere oleewlere eannot aid it, despite the inter-
nal strength of Russia, fortified by the five-year plan.”

I questioned Trotzky as to his opinions on smerica.

"imerice,” he seid, "ie thc great reserve of world
espitalism. The United States ie the very sntithesis of
the oviet Union end socner or later these two titans
ruet aome to a life-~and-desth grip.

*This, of courss, does not prevent them from having
many things temporarily in common, ae the hostility to
Japen's Vanchurian adventure, the absence of bdoth the
nited States and the soviet Union from the League of
Nations, and the trade and technissl relations dbetween
imerios and Tussia showed.

"¥or smeries has to fight not only Russia, but the
British Fmpire and the atteampt L0 Oorganize s United States
of Burope egainst the power of Aimericsa. As capitalist
Kurope hed striven to 'imericanize'’ itself industrially,
80 Amerier will become 'REuroreanized’ politieslly.”

"And what chance is there for a strong Communist
perty in the V. 8, £.7" I queried.

"There is no doubt in my mind,” was his enswer, "thet
now in the United States cluss lines will have to bde openly
recognized and a mass workers' party emerge.

CRULE
fo Trotzky Charscterizes U, S. Coamunist Party

"¥hether euen e rarty will take the form of a labor
party, in the ¥nglish sense, or the mass growth of a
Soeialist or Communist party or some unique eomdination,
1t 1s difficult to say, dut it is quite certain that
whether in the worst period of the orisis, or when e
possidle upturn takes place, such e ¢lass polities will
srise.

"But your Socislist anéd Communist movements are the
worst of any,” he exclaimed. "There is no Soeialist party
0 eorrupt as the Americen one, no Communist party so erude
a8 the Communist perty of the United States, and no 'Right
#ing' group of Communists 5o corassly opportunist as the
Ameriean. Aut the leacers of these elements will be pushed
asids by the virile working cleass movements that sre
vound to arise.

"Should a labor party de organized by such e sponta-
neougly arising working class movement it is the duty of
the Communists, even if they have to Join 1it, econstantly
to eriticize it end expose itz limitedness.

!f0n
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"Cn no asceount must the Communists help to organize
a Labor party, but must bulld a Communist perty in
opposition to it."”

It is evident that Trotzky's years of sexile snd
imprisonment have not impeired him in the least. I
have seen hi- at work from eerly morning till late et
night. ie have gone Tishing together at 3 in the morn-
ing and T have seen hir retire the same evening only at
11 or 12 o'ocloek.

Fishing now is his grest hobdby. :nd to fieh with
Trotzky 1is in iteelf great srort.

To wetoh him cunningly ereep up on the places where
he thought fish might shouné and deftly spread the nets
around, to see him seire the rocke previously eollected
in the boat and hurl them in the water, driving the fish
into the nets; to see his eyes sparkle and his enthusiasw
grow as thc nets would be brought up losded with
besutiful sprecimens; to share his humor as the fish were
Picked from the net and¢ colleeted and to enjoy with
him the fiesh csught that dey at the dinrer table - this
was & plessure indeed.

Gometimer the fiehing was not so gooé. Then Trotzky's
face would reflect this grest failure of man against
neture. ¥e would stay out all morning. Natelis, hie wife,
would grow enxious and senc the outboard motor boat (of
imerican make] after us with bdreskfast and sometimes with
dinner. ‘e would est bread and cheese and perhers sn oRg
on the »oat end go or fishing.

Trotzky indeed ie «n inveterate fisherman, going out
in all kinds of weather, much to the worry of all of us
and to the diecomfort of t'e police guards, especially orice,
when 8 storm coming up on the See of Marmora drove the
little rowboat on the rocks where Trotzky was stranded snd
drenched all night.

INVET:HAT:
Trotzky Fishes in All Kinds of Zeather.

Howvever, fishing eennot quite take the plaecc of buntins,
a sport which Trotzky misses. He is a very good sghot,
Once, laughingly, s pointed out how diffieult it was to
shoot wild dueke with a nistol, and then, sseing one riding
the waves far from us, tried to get it with his automatie
The dueck started Cuekins when Trotzky began 0 shoot.

Jt 18 well that Trotzky knows how to shoot, for he
may be o8lled upon to use that art. Tens of thousands
of 0l¢ Russisn “hite Cuards reside ir Iet:-nbul, meny of
whom frequent “uyuk ada.

As we go Tishing, anxiously we sean the shore without
letting the "0ld ¥an" know of it, to see if there is some-
one lurking in the woods to teke a shot.

A8
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is we eat, someone patrols the grounds; a gusrd
is kept all night watohing the nlsce; but even these
precautions eennot be very effective. vhet could a
little guard of three umer dc 1if e resl stieck were made-

And there is no gquestion thet with his death a truly
great man weulé lesve the scene.

Copyright, 1933, dy }N. ¥, imeriesn, Ina.
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